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Yuletide fun: Curses, knives and relatives from hell 


l. r- 


-Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

Forget the propaganda - just 
how much fun is the British 
Christmas, really? Not a lot, ac- 
cording to a fly-on-the-wall doc- 
umentary scheduled to be shown 
on Christmas Eve, and bound to 
win a Scrooge -of-the-year 
award. It paints a picture or cat- 
fighting relatives, spoilt chil- 
dren and shopping from helL 
Channel 4’s The Real Christ- 
mas Show shadowed celebra- 
tions of six famili es last year. 


The first account found Mags 
Ridley and Pat Murray, two 
middle-aged divorcees spending 
Christmas Eve crossly working 
die phones for a mhu-cab firm 
in Newcastle ami d a howling 
blizzaniThen they head for es- 
sential Christmas provisions. 
But the supermarket is stripped 
bare. We join Mags’s children 
at home, where the pressure of 
the next day’s shift means they 
have to open their presents at 
lam. Then a frayed Mags dis- 
covers she has forgotten the 
Christmas pudding— 


Meanwhile Debbie Duval is 
hicky to be having Christinas at 
alL A kidney and pancreas 
tran^antlefi her bedridden the 
previous year and doctors had 
given her only a 50:50 chance 
of survival. She spends Christ- 
mas with her h usban d Jonathon 
and his brother Eddie in Corn- 
wall. All cosy together? No: tra- 
dition demands that the men 
clear off to the jrab whfle the 
women cook an Christmas Day. 

The cameras fijEow Jonathon 
as he sneaks off to the garage 
to make Debbie’s Christmas 


presenL She is mystified but op- 
timistic. “There is only one 
thing I ran think he migh t be 
making. He knows what 1 want, 
and have wanted for years, is a 
jewellery box,” she confides. 

Christmas Day comes and 
presents are opened and ... Jo- 
nathon has not made Debbie a 
jewellery box. It is a plantstandL 
She glances at the camera but 
puts on a brave face. “I love ft. 
You’re very clever," she tells 

him. 

In the Fowler home in the 
West Midlands, two little sisters 


are getting ready for Christmas 
amid constant bickering. Lau- 
ren and Jessica spend a lot of 
time telling one another how 
much they get on each other’s 
nerves. Both girls race to open 
their presents on Christmas 
day, but later Lauren laments 
that some of her presents were 
a bit “naff" and Jessica sulks be- 
cause she didn’t get enough. 

It is a far ay from the Tbdd's 
Christmas in Liverpool E l a i ne 
Tbdd has been saving £1 a week 
at the butcher's all year for a 
turkey and has managed about 


£40 — “l was a bit skim some 
weeks". She gets the tree on 

Christmas Eve because “they’re 
aD reduced by then". Presents are 
opened seconds past midmgbr on 
Christmas Eve, and on Christmas 
Day her children Billy and 
Joanne sleep in all morning. 

Elaine’s aster Bemie comes 
over for lunch - "We used to 
fight like cat and dog" -and Bil- 
ly finally surfaces about noon, 
when Joanne gets bored with 
waiting for food and starts 
chanting: “Why are we wait- 
ing? 7 ' Elaine loses her temper. 


-Cos 1 hoven^t got a sharp 
knife dean to ctityoar throat,” 
she tells her. 

Probably tin? prize for the 
worst reaHHeQmstmas gpes to 
John Rush, a plain-speaking, 
hard-drinking Suffolk fanner, 
who gives a good faupresson of 

hating Christmas; his stepchil- 
dren, and fun generally. Rela- 
tions are strained: Damien, bis 
stepson, admits he would not be 
going home fif he was not so 
poor, and he has not got any 
presents. 

We begin to understand why 


when John bans Damien's sis- 
ter, Abigail, and her boyfriend 
from the Christinas lunch be 1 
cause she Is not dressed smart; 
ly enough, and Damien’s 
mother, Sheila, lefts the camerrf 
that she does not bother to wrap 
her presents — “it only get? 
shredded anyway". 

As things go from had to 
worse Damien promises that he 
will not be back this year. His 
plan: “I’m going to have a ma- 
jor beer and pizza event on my 
own." Happy Christmas anyway. 
Damien. 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong . ■ 

Britain has lashed, out at Peking over 
its plans to appoint a new puppet 
assembly for Hong Kong. In an out- 
spoken interview with The Inde- 
pendent. the Governor of Hong 
Kong, Chris Patten, has said that the 
appointment of the legislature is 
“stomach-turning". 

On the eve of a special event or- 
ganised by China to select members 
of an assembly to rival Hong Kong’s 
Legislative Council Britain has 
challenged the Chinese to seek in- 
ternational arbitration to deter- 
mine the legality of its group. 

Using some of the strongest lan- 
guage employed by the Government 
since the 1989 Tiananmen Square 
massacre, the Foreign Secretary, 
Malcolm Rifkind, yesterday ac- 
cused his Chinese counterpart, 
Qian Qichen, of breaking a personal 
pledge, given last April, not to es- 
tablish a rival legislature before the 
■ handover of power next July. He de- 
scribed China's actions as a “seri- 
us set-back for the development 
f representative government in 
bng Kong". 

. . While Britain was challenging 
China to determine the legality of its 
dature at a body such as die In- 
ational Court of Justice, Martin 
leader of Hong Kong’s De- 
liic Party, cafled on the Chinese 
mment to hold meetings of its 
idlintheccdony.andfaceaHigh 
,urt challenge to its legality. 
Today 400 members of a selection 


QUICKLY 


stages sent food 

United Nations provided 
meals for the.375 hostagess 
eld in the Japanese embassy in 
ima as the seige by Left-wing 
illas continued. Hostages 
__ jarlier held messages to 
indtiws saying they had no 
id or water. - . . Pag* 9 


committee will gather in the bonier 
town. of Shenzhen to. choose the 
members wbo will serve on the ri- 
val legislature, 

MlPattemtoteJhelndepaident. 
“The actual procetfiufcs that wtfre 
going to be obliged to witness to- 
morrow are so stomach-turning. 

- Here we will have members of this 
appointed echo chamber, nomi- 
nating one another, choosing one. 
another, votingibr one another. The 
average tennis club runs its affairs 
in a more dignified way." 

“We also have a position where 
the people who were defeated in the 
[1995] Legislative Council elec- 
tions are seeking to get into this 
body by the back door," he added, 
pointing out that leading pro-Bdring 
polaidanshad vowed not to gain of- 
fice in this way, yet were putting 
their names forward for selection. 

“There’s one simple fact,” said the 
Governor. “ Chin ese officials don’t 
want to have as many democrats in 
the Legislative Council as the peo- 
ple of Hong Kong regularly elect" 

Mr Rifkind called in the Chinese 
ambassador, Jiang Enzu, oh Thurs- 
day night both to issue the arbi- 
tration challenge and tell him that 
Britain expected the Provisional 
Legislature to be rapidly replaced 
by “a substantive legislature con- 
stituted by genuine elections in the 
sense in which any reasonable per- . 
son would understand that term”. 

In a move to puL further pressure 
. rm ChHia, Britain also vowed to re- . 
port every six months to parliament 
qnJHong Kong developments until 


2G0& when the SSno-British Jomt Li- 
aison Group, responsible fta Hong 
Kong transitional issues, is wound 
np. The report will carty a special 
emphasis “on theprotectidh of hu- 
man rights in Hong Kong" and its 
findings will be forwarded to Unit- 
ed Nations human rights monitors. 

Btitainhasalso dedaied thatitwffl 


. ed States and other European Union 
members to put pressure on China 
to observe the provisions of the 1984 
treaty under which agreement was 
made for the British colony’s sov- 
ereignty to return to China. 

AD these moves wiD infuriate Chi- 
na. In a first response, China’s 
spokesman from the New China 
News Agency (NCNA) in Hong 
Kong said that Mr Rifkmd’s chal- 
lenge to the legality of the Provi- 
sional Legislat ure was “groundless" 
and that its establishme nt was “nec- 
essary, reasonable and justified”. 

Before the statement was issued 
Mr Patten said “I certainly am not 
going to suggest that Xinhua [the 
NCNAJ is going to start saying 
things which are sensible” about its 
treaty obligations. 

“What on earth do Chinese of- 
ficials think, an international treaty 
means?” he asked. “An international 
treaty governing Hong Kong’s civ- 
il liberties does not mean that 
come the first of July Britain can 
walk away from Hong Kong and 
wash its hands of responsibility ... 
there is a continuing moral com- 
mitment by Britain." 

Unstitching democracy, page 8 
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Spellbound: Earth Magician Kevin Cariyon and his high priestess Sandy Jeffrey on the cliffs at Dover yesterday Photograph: David Ros^ 

Witch report promises safe travel; 


Steve Boggan 

It was reassuring to discover that 
the High Priest of British witches 
drives a Volvo, bnt slightly less 
comforting to see his broomstick 
on the back seat. 

“Nah* said Kevin Cariyon. “It 
doesn’t fly— writ, not unless you've 
had a few ciders too many." 

Mr Cariyon, 37, High Priest of 
the 576 witches of the Covenant of 


Earth Magic, was in Dover 
planning his latest piece of white 
magic in a career spanning a 
couple of decades. This time; it 
wasn’t the exorcism of a stately 
home or the casting of a spell 
on a bad road or rail scheme. 

It was a ceremony to ensure the 
safely of Channel Itamnel travellers 
today, the winter solstice, when 
history has shown that accidents 
have a sad tendency to happen. He 


and his partner; Sandy Jeffery, 44, 
his High Priestess, decided two 
weeks ago that they would cast a 
good spell on the Unmel alter 
experiencing bad omens about 
21 December; the anniversary of, 
among other tragedies, the 
Lockerbie air disaster: 

“The winter solstice has a four- 
year cycle in which the forces of 
earth, aii; fire and water are 
invoked. This year it is fire and we 


had a horrible feeling about a fire 
in the tunnel But now we have 
performed our ceremony every- 
thing will be alright,” he said. 

Thirteen witches, dressed in 
robes, climbed up Shakespeare 
Cliff outside Dover at midnight 
and stood in a circle around an 
altar chanting: “We summon 
forth the forces of nature to save 
and protect those who wish to 
travel to foreign lands.” 
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Court told fiance stabbed in row over hat 




Bfichael Streeter . 

Trade Andrews killed her fiancg Lee 
Harvey after a row over a black 
woolly bat in the so-called Worces- 
tershire road-rage murder, a court 
beard yesterday. 

Ms Andrews, 27, stabbed Harvey 
up to 37 times after a history of do- 
mestic violence between (he couple. 
Red ditch magistrates were told. 

Kerry More ton, prosecuting, said 
die pair had rowed after she gave him 
the nat - of a type “associated with 
black people" - for a joke as they 
drove home. It was later found in a 
nearby ditch. 

“There is evidence that she pro- 
duced the hat in the car and there 
was then an argument,” said Ms 


Polls on 
Philip 
rigged 
by guns 
lobby 

Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

Members of the gun lobby yes- 
terday admitted to an organised 
campaign to rig Thursday's 
phone-in polls on Prince Philip 
and his comments on guns. 

The polls were carried out 
separately by BBC’s Radio 5 
Live and Sky News to test pub- 
lic support for the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s controversial com- 
ments on 5 Live that if Thomas 
Hamilton had killed the Dun- 
blane chDdreo with a cricket bat, 
the game of cricket would not 
face a ban. 

His views ignited a storm of 
outrage from MPs and anti-gun 
campaigners. But the over- 
whelming majority of listeners 
- 68 per cent who phoned Ra- 
dio 5 Live and 72 percent to Sky 
News - apparently sided with 
the Prince. 

Yesterday, however. The In- 
dependent obtained evidence 
ota deliberate campaign to sway 
the polls to support the views of 
the pro-gun lobby. 

It was made by CVberS hoot- 
ers, £ group of 160 gun sup- 
porters who are members of an 
electronic mailing 1st and who 
use the Internet to exchange 
views. 

One message from the group 
advised: “Sky News are con- 
ducting a poU today on Prince 
Philip’s comments. Tfeh 0891 
66SS31. Remember to dial 141 
before you dial the number so 
that you can make multiple 
votes.” 

Another message urged: 
“Please regsteryour support Cor 
Prince Philip. Phone the Palace 
... phone the BBC ... e-mail the 
BBC." It also gave the appro- 
priate numbers to call. 

A third message suggested 
the text of a letter of support to 
the Duke and gave details of 
bow to address him. “Please 
bury him with letters of support. 
This is a “poll' we shall win,” it 
concluded. 

A fourth message read: 
"STOP PRESS. Shooters win 
Radio 5 phone poll by more 
than 2:1. 68 per cent agree 
with HRH. 32 per cent disagree. 
WeU done folks!” 

Yesterday it emerged that a 
chartered engineer, ft ter Jack- 
son, who runs a Scotland-based 
company called Forge Con- 
sulting. was behind the cam- 
paign as the administrator of 
CvbcrShixJiers. 

He was unrepentant, how- 
ever. “I understand that criti- 
cism may be levelled against us 
for exhorting people to vote 
twice but the radio programmes 
don’t say we can’t. This is not 
a general election. This is a 
phone polL The fact that the 
anti-gun lobby haven't done 
the same is possibly an expres- 
sion of how borcd’ihcy are all 
getting with it.” 


Moreton. She said there was no 
evidence that two men in a Sierra, 
one of whom Ms Andrews claimed 
killed 25-year-old Harvey after a car 
chase, bad existed. 

A witness who had seen the cou- 

E le’s Ford Escort late on 1 Decem- 
er, the night of the murder, sawno 
sign of another vehide. “It all points 
to only two people being there, Mr 
Harvey and Ms Andrews,” she said. 

Ms Andrews, from Atvechmch, 
Hereford and Worcester, appeared 
before magistrates having been 
charged with the murder late on 
Thursday . 

Tim Robinson, her solicitor, suc- 
cessfully applied for reporting 
restrictions on the case to be lifted, 
daimingthat police evidence against 


her was “weak and tenuous". And he 
appealed for new witnesses to come 
forward to corroborate her story. 

Ms Andrews’ family had always be- 
lieved it was not a road-rage killing 
but a racial attack by the passenger- 
in the Siena, against a man whose 
dark skin meant be was “frequent- 
ly mistaken as coming from the In- 
dian sub-continent and particularly 
Pakistan," said Mr Robinson. 

During the attack a man - de- 
scribed as overweight and with star- 
ing eyes - had called Harvey “a 
fucking Pakistani”, be added. 

Mr Robinson agreed that the 
couple, who had been together for 
two years, had an “eventful rela- 
tionship” but said that they always 
made up and Ms Andrews regard- 




Trade Andrews; Evidence said 
to contradict her statement 

ed Harvey as a loving man whom she 
deeply loved. “He was the last per- 
son in the world she would nave 
deliberately killed.” 


The fact that no knife had been 
found at the scene at Cooper’s Hfll, 
Ajvedmrch, or on her person, proved 
she had not been the Idller, said Mr 

Robinson, vrtio accused the police of 
“sub-standard investigation . 

Having originally regarded Ms An- 
drews as a victim of “this wicked 
crime", they had then made a volte- 
face when they failed to find the oc- 
cupants of the Sierra,” he said. 

The cou rt also heard that Ms An- 
drews, who has a daughter. Hied to . 
kill herself before she became a sus- 
pect because of her grief; and had 
undergone psychiatric counselling. 

But Ms Moreton said that Ms An- 
drews had had IS minutes before 
help arrived to dispose of the knife 
in a rural area and pointed to evi- 


• den ce that contradicted her ac- 
count. Despite widespread appeals 
no one had reported seeing' the 
Sierra that night, Ms Andrews had 
failed to take its number plate and 
the defendant had claimed ttieSier- 
ra had chosen to stop near a house 
for the attack. ■ l 

A girl in that house had recalled 
hearing only two voices - one softly . 
spoken - rather than four during a 
row, Ms Moreton said. There had also' 
been a quantity of blood found be- 
hind the couple’s car, not in front of 
it, where the alleged attack took place. 

Ms Moreton also outlined a his- 
tory of domestic violence including 
haw on two occasions Ms Andrews 

had been seen to attack Harvey: once 

with a bottle and once punching him 


in the face. There were also sug- 
gestions she had brandished a knife 
at a previous boyfriend and possibly 
on another occasion at Mr Harvey. A 
Witnesses had also referred to ‘ 
“animosity" between the pair on the 
day of the murder and a dump of her 
ham had been found near Mr Harvey's 
hand at foe murder scene,” she sail 
Ms Andrews, who appeared at a 
police press conference two days af- 
ter the murder to appeal for wit- 
nesses to come forward, was granted 
bail on condition that she lived with 
her mother. But foe prosecution im- 
mediately lodged an appeal and Ms 
Andrews was detained in custody 
pending foe appeal at a Crown 
Court which is expected to be heard 
within foe next 48 hours. 


significant shorts 


Retrial for 
man in Leah 
ecstasy case 

A teenager accused of being 
involved in buying the ecstasy 
tablet which killed Leah Betts 
is to face a retrial next year. 
Steven Packman, 18, of 


Hillsborough 
damages: police 
to appeal 

South Yorkshire Police are to 
appeal against the £200,000 
damages award made earlier 
this month to John McCarthy, 
who suffers from post 


pi 


Laindon, Essex, will stand trial traumatic stress disorder 
in February at Norwich Crown following the crushing of his 
Court A jury failed to reach a half-brother in the 1989 
verdict earlier this week after Hillsborough stadium disasti 
a seven-day trial Mr Packman Police said their insurers 
had denied the charge. had instructed lawyers to ■ 





Blowing his trumpet: The Chancellor, Kenneth Clarice, recording an hour-long programme for Jazz FM yesterday, to be broadcast on Boxing 
Day. Mr Clarice will be playing his favourite tracks and explaining how he came to like jazz ' . .'Photograph: Keift Dobnejr 


Leak reveals secret plan to provoke walk-out by ground staff 

Ministry helps BA 
to defeat strikers 


Coalition urges 
boycott of Sony 
Over crash film 


His former friend, Stephen 
Smith, 19, of Basildon, Essex, 
was given a two-year 
conditional discharge at the 
same court yesterday after 
admitting the same offence. 
The judge told him: “Go bade 
and spread the message as to 
just how dangerous ecstasy is. 
If in doing that you stop some 
other person from taking this 
drug with tragic consequences 
you will have made up m some 
part for what you did.” 


Festive cheer 
for prisoners 

More than 100 terrorists win 
be released from Northern 
Ireland’s jails to spend 
Christmas with their families, 
the Government announced 
last nigh t, 'A total' pf 62 
republicans and 47 icyalsts 
win be freed on Monday to ' 


Hillsborough stadium disaster. 

Police said their insurers 
had instructed lawyers to ■ 
lodge an appeal, which could 
take a year to come to court. 
The McCarthy family’s 
solicitor said Mr McCarthy 
was “bitterly disappointed but 
not surprised”. 

Patricia Wynn Davies 


Schools exodus 
to be stemmed 

Burnt-out teachers’ hopes of 
retiring early next Easter to 
beat a government dampdown 
are likely to be dashed by 
plans to impose cash penalties 
an authorities who permit an 
exodus of staff. Teaching 
unions predicted mass 
departures of staff over 50 
after ministers announced 
proposals to change pension 
rules in an attempt to cut high 
"levels tif early retirement. But 
new guidance from foe 


be freed on Monday to ' Department fpr Education 
id between seven and teg. ^ and Employment on foe _ 
with their families, 'ftie y ^ proposed changes will make it 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 

The Ministry of Defence has 
been co-operating with a secret 
plan to dismiss up to 3,000 
British Airways ground staff if 
they go on strike. 

A confidential BA document 
leaked to The Independent re- 
veals that hundreds of senior 
Heathrow employees have been 
training for strike-breaking du- 
ties at RAF Wroughtoo, 
Wiltshire. 

The memorandum reveals 
that under the “snow plan”, 
managers would be needed to 
keep a baric service running for 
four to six weeks until outside 
contractors were brought in on 
a permanent basis. The re- 
cruit mem of an alternative 
workforce was now a “priority", 
according to foe paper. 

Around 1.60U managers, 
around half of the total number 
at Heathrow, would be drafted 
in to fulfil all the duties of the 
ground staff responsible for 
slowing baggage and freight 
and lowing aircraft into position. 

The plans form the biggest 
such covert operation since 
Rupert Murdoch recruited a 
shadow workforce for his Wap- 


ping prim wrote but much of the 
labour movement’s ftny will be 
directed at foe Ministry of De- 
fence for allowing its properly 
to be used for such a plan. RAF 
Wroughton is a hospital base 
which is being sold, but is still 
owned by foe MoD. 

In the internal BA memo, 
management discloses its con- 
cern that a plan to cut £lbn 
from costs by 2000 has en- 
countered most opposition 
from ground staff, who are 
seen as the “highest area of risk” 
for industrial action. 

According to union sources, 
managers are talking about 
“day zero", scheduled for 15 
January, when the company 
wfll impose new employment 
conditions hoping to provoke a 
walk-out. Management has de- 
manded agreement over the 
changes by 10 January. 

As pan of the contingency 
plans some managers wiuhave 
to be trained on wide-bodied 
jets such as the 747 and 767. Se- 
nior employees have already 
gained experience of the 767, 
but directors are insisting that 
training on the 747 take place 
away from Heathrow so that 
suspicion is not aroused. The 
memo reveals that a IriStar 


had been found at 
Bournemouth which was being 
evaluated for its suitability. 

Union officials argue that 
there are inevitably safety im- 
plications when only partially 
trained managers are towing 
large aircraft with thousands of 
gallons of fuel on board. 

The “snow plan” was origi- 
nally envisaged as a means of 
providing up to 75 per cent of 
services during severe weather. 
Under the strike-breaking strat- 
egy, it is envisaged that foe lim- 
ited timetable could be 
provided by managers. 

George Ryde, a national of- I 
ficer at the Transport and Gen- 
eral Workers’ Union, called 
the tactics dishonest and un- 
ethical and said they smacked 
of corporate paranoia. 

“We see ourselves as saving 
BA from itself. We are not go- 
ing to be goaded into industri- 
al action,” he said. “With talk 
of a ‘day zero' they seem to be 
adopting a ftl Pot approach. It’s 
impossible to ask oar staff to co- 
operate with company plans to 
reduce their terms and condi- 
tions if they’ve got a hidden 
agenda to dispose of workers.” 

BA said it was attempting to 
reduce costs. 


Andrew Brawn 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

An ad-hoc coalition of Muslim 
and Christian fundamentalists 
' is threatening to boycott Sony 
products in protest against foe 
film Crash. 

Yusuf Islam, formerly known 
as Cat Stevens, has joined forces 
with Cornerstone Ministries, a 
fimHamwifaljitf rfwrrfi group 
based in Surrey, to by and pre- 
vent foe film being distributed 
in this countiy. 

In a letter to a co-president 
of the Japanese conglomerate, 
the coalition said: “This al- 
liance is prepared to zealously 
recommend that each particu- 
lar group advises its assembly, 
congregation, or community to 
stop purchasing Sony products 
until this film is either banned 
or discarded.” The proposed 
boycott would not start until 8 
January. 

The film, directed by David 
Cronenberg and based on the 
novel by JG Ballard, describes 
the life of a group of perverts 
who gain pleasure from car 
crashes, and includes a sex se- 
quence involving a woman 
wearing calipers. The film has 
already been banned by West- 
minster City Council, which 
prevents it being shown in the 


West End of London. It has not 
yet been issued with a certificate 
by the British Board of Film 
Oasri&atkxi. Tt was violently at- 
tacked as exceeding all posable 
limits of taste, and defended by 


‘ are aminga todK of 405 ' - ‘♦prohibitively expensive for 
prisoners m the province who employers to let too many 
wifl be given leave -more teachers go. Imy Ward , 
than a quarter of foe overall 
prison population-of 1,552. • ' 

Councillor 

Ruling leaves jailed for fraud* 

QilltYialc of cino A Labour councillor was jailed 
dUlUldfo OL for six months yesterday for * 

A High Court judge yesterday defrauding his own authority 


of ait winch should be released 
uncuL 

Six Muslim organisations 
have signed up to the appeal, 
among them the Bradford 
Council of Mosques and the 
self-selected Muslim parlia- 
ment. Eight Christian groups 
have also signed. Three are 
foe English branches ofAmer- 
ican television evangelists, 
among them Benny Hinn Me- 
dia Missionaries and Team 
Thrust UK. 

Campaigns against Holly- 
wood values are gaining cur- 
rency in the USA, where 
Christian groups have protest- 
ed against the Disney corpora- 
tion for distributing the film 
Priest - which concerned the 
struggles of a gay priest in Liv- 
erpool - as weD as ©ring ben- 
efits to gay employees. 

But this is the first time such 
a campaign has attracted sup- 
port from both M uslim and 
Christian fundamentalists. The 
coalition against the film damn 
to have 105,000 on its mailing 
lists. 


rejected claims by animal 
rights protesters .that 
Agriculture Minister Douglas 
Hogg was operating an 
unlawful policy which allowed 
ferries carrying farm animals 
to the Continent to sail in bad 
weather conditions likely to 
cause injury and suffering. 

The accusations were made 
during a hearing in which the 
Protesters Animal Information 
Network (Pain) argued that 
ferries were allowed, for 


in a housing benefit fiddle. 
Chris Wright, 49, a former 
chairman of Thanet's housing 
benefit committee, had his 
wife pose as his sister to daim 
£9,376 benefits. Maidstone . . 
Crown Court was told. Brenda 
Wight was put on probation 
and ordered to do 100 haras 
community service. 


Network (Pain) argued that Flaaf K nf trav <"• , ' 

ferries were allowed, for UtUUH Ol LU|r.. 

commercial reasons, to sail in n gj-tYwiAHioi* "l 
rough wea&er when inspectors OoUUlRIlim :£ •- 


ought to stop them. Pain’s 


The US astronomer CarP - 


director, the screenwriter Carla Sagan has died, aged 62, 

Lane, said afterwards: “I don’t pneumonia, after a long jfliiess 
feel I want to be British today, caused by bone marrow f ■ 

We had a very good case.” disease. Obituary page lit " 


IRE INDEPENDENT ABROAD 

Asm ... 

-■ScMO mads .. 

..R5A0 

OVEBSEAS StBSCUPTIONS 

Belgian . . . 

..BfiSO lea*.... 

.14.500 

ARKd. 13 WKferEuopa 010.76; Zone t {Mdde 

Canaries ... 

J , b 300 Ibdeva . 

. Esc325 

ast, Anars* Atacs and Wo) £33100; ZOT 2 fftr 

Cjwus .... 

-C£L20 Vlada ... 

43 ceres 

fttt and fcoBdaa) £206.70. la oUk (fcase rend. 

Demerit... 

.sms Nanay. . 

..NkrOO 

tiwjne (BjaUa to Jaivnns tramatarannefla Sereees 

(iWiReo ... 

.... 45 p ftnu 0 d . 

. Esc325 

lB)U43MRadai;UnbnCl4 9lRartekphaB0l7l- 

Ranee .... 

..-R14 Span... 

-PB300 

538 828B.Qafrisnfe Mama. . 

Gennady .. , 

-DU4-S Sweden.. 

..SW21 

BACXBSrES 

Greece .... 

. -DrtSO awadand 

.SMJ00 

Bare muesor Dm M«xrete* are naksfe tare 

Unantxug , 

.. xreo USA.*.... 

..S3JX> 

Mane HMsmmn. tskstoM 01888 «®7a 


Oh, flange ! ! What can I get for Deirdre? 


EVITA 




Mine ftnm The Mncon Pi juts 
“Esiti” 

I s * ban! *• nua> g.«i Useji jh,«j tj* fi 1 ™ I 
uoiBMtnvriL FtraBjirx 
**! *' n£ hn ire (be Kll> ,Vr rrupntunn. 1 

rtMnk. r>etanlbH\cn«iniif'UniiiCt> fit 
Me Arjfcrnu" jnl ■: « Olios down m, , F ,cc 
Phn there 1 1 neu »ltih Wrc 

WeN*t !.■» far. 'Ym May 

line Me' ,rf 'ArceVr Swum in 

VoaherUdr »lij bm- 


„ Ema 
■The Menu*} Of Trees" 

ln> 3 ‘iiwrnh jie always hcanifaL You 
in pu them cn and drift off mn omha 
ouril fas chapcr dun a U*la«. The 
crereninic A* thn tree's far bar ever, 
"a*®!*"?, tnrirentraj _curaoRhiuT>* 11 
sad ib ifac Dul> Eipre*. and Q tad it 
■as "Like note* efce no Earth". Pbn rfs 
P* "AnyabeieU’ aarf the ftatgeoa -On 
U? Wa, Ham' m ,|. Ltnoora " 


Atoms Morissttte 
“Jagged Liule Piir 

“She"* fawofiWt Sbc a winner at die 
Brit Amnia and die Graremia and has 
hanUjr la am of (be cbac. or off the 
nBooH var l knew *U Ac u her 
"Von On^sa Km’. Trunk*. 
"Head Over Fta“. "All 1 Rally Wjnr“ 
and Hand In My Pocket". She really 
■lb hUe R s and good for her. 1 sqr. 

Dcfimtdv" 


RoiStewan 

"If W: Fall la Lose Tonight" 
'Nobody lines tovc Map like Rod 
Skowt. Whre a Kowre. md he's lol 
mine gi e ji lov e m ug s la ifa dma. all 
rf*lacfa are iKiifab recant. "Have I 
Told Yw Lady". T Don't Want To 
Talk Abm IT. "Downtown Toot". 

-Tcm Tnubere s Bines pAfehzmg 

Wttoklar. “Yoo'ie la My Kean". 

Ptas dteic'i jotnc new rerun* or 
ctotiici IOe "When i Need YotTra 
bring ii op n date. Lardy Lardy." 


RXM. 

“New Adventures In Hi-FT 
Tgtxiha "Amaadc far The 
People" neoopie of yean back and 
cmytady wd k was ihdrlra. bur 
■fau one'* even beaer TrreuntiaQ 
and a bWKk of accoMet (hat aaLe k 
n bit of > wtRoer in (be Cbranas jjft 
mm. Ii tadodes "HecBofiic". How 
The Wcb -Wb Won land Wbree h Cm 
LK r. "B l B Ui w m Me* and ibe lanm- 
ng "&B 0 w (The Leber) - . A dawk.'- 










- 






, Mother who attacked 
husband’s mistress 
walks free in tears 
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Debbie Smith, jailed for ninp 
months for assaulting her hus- 
band’s mistress with a stiletto- 
heeled shoe, was reunited with 
her three chikiien for Christmas 
after her sentence was yester- 
day quashed by the Court of Ap- 
peal. 

The appeal court judge was 
critical of- the ori ginal trial 
judge for sending Mis Smith to 
prison. She was a “hard-work- 
ing, good mother and has been 
a good wife,” he said. 

He added that she had nev- 
er committed an offence and the 
trial judge should have paid re- 
gard to the fact that Mr Smith 
was the author of his own mis- 
fortunes. 

“We think the learned judge 
took a far too restrictive view of 
this attack," said Lord Justice 
Bedlam. 

Outside the High Court Mrs 
Smith, 29, a diminutive figure 
in a black suit sobbed and 
clutched a photo of her son as 
she was hustled out of the back 
entrance by representatives 
from a tabloid newspaper. 

In a statement issued by the 
paper last night Mis Smith 
thanked the public and media 
who supported her in her fight 
for justice: “I am obviously de- 
lighted at the court’ s decision to- 
day.” she said. “But I have 
been through a terrible ordeal 
and now just want to be reunited 
with my children.” 

She had cried throughout 
the hearing and collapsed in the 
dock and had to be earned from 
_ the courtroom after hearing 
* the verdict. She had served just 
seven days of the nine-month 


sentence and returned to her 
home in Manchester last night 
to be reunited with her ciriJdren. 

She was sent to prison by 
Judge Peter T-afcin at Man- 
chester Crown Court last Friday 
when she admitted assaulting 
her ■ best -friend, Fran cine 
French, whom she caught hav- 
ing an affair with her estranged 
husband Jeffrey. The severity of 
the sentence on a woman with 
no previous convictions sparked 
a public outcry and several 
campaigns for her release. 

Replacing her sentence with 
a year’s probation yesterday. 
Lord Justice Bedlam said that 
the offence did not merit a cus- 
todial sentence and said that 
Judge La kin, should have con- 
sidered what jail would mean fix 
the “caring mother” and her 
three children. 

Describing the background to 
the case, Nick Clarke, repre- 
senting Mrs Smith, said that her 
marriage had coOapsed earlier 
this year and although the cou- 
ple had a close relationship 
they were living at different ad- 
dresses. 

The pair were childhood 
sweethearts who had “enjoyed 
a very long and happy” marriage 
during which they had four 
children, Emma, 11, Jeffrey, 
nine, Jonathan, seven, and An- 
drew, who died from a brain 
haemorrhage when he was nine 
mouths old. 

Mr Clarke said that “things 
had come to a bead” in August, 
when Mr Smith made love to his 
estranged wife and returned to 
his brother's home, where he 
was slaying. When Mis Smith 
went round to the house the 
next morning she discovered he 


it with Mrs 
French, the wife of her former 
next-door neighbour, who had 
become her best friend during 
the split with her husband. 

“She wanted to confront 
them with their betrayal and 
went to her brother-in-law’s 
house and went into the bed- 
room, where Mrs French was 
drying her hair; and wearing her 
husband’s T-shirt." 

Her husband then emerged 
from the shower wearing box- 
er shorts. “Mrs French's reac- 
tion riie took as a smile or smirk 
in a mocking manner and she 
struck out with a shoe die was 
canying."Tbe heel of the stilet- 
to shoe caused two wounds, 
which each needed a stitch. 
Mrs S mith suffered more seri- 
ous injuries in the ensuing fight, 
including a fractured wrist, 
strained neck and bruises on her 
body and face. 

Calling for an “act of mercy" 
from The Court of Appeal, Mr 
Qarke said that the mother of 
three had been severely trau- 
matised fay the jaO sentence and 
had to undergo heavy sedation 
in the hospital wing at Risley 
Prison, near Warrington, 
Cheshire, where die had been 
for the past week. 

“She believes the sentence 
has destroyed her life and part- 
ed her from her children and the 
children are very upset by the 
removal of their mother ... 

“Whilst the mother was 
away, the two younger chil- 
dren were removed from their 
school by their father against 
their wishes.” 

He said all three children 
were now back with their ma- 
ternal grandparents. 



Gotcha: Mrs Smith leaving court yesterday with represe n tat iv e s of a tabloid newspaper Photograph: Jeff Moore 


Mystery of 
the Yuletide 
cards from 
nowhere 

Catherine Wild, a widow; has 

been receiving Christmas cards 

from the same family for the 
past 17 years. This year the 
usual card dropped through her 
tetter box from “Pat and Roger 
and family" with an extra card 
they want passed on to Auntie 
Muriel. 

Mrs Wild, aged 67, has not 
the faintest idea who is sending 
the cards. 

“Yon would have thought at 
some time oue of them might 
have got in touch to ask “did you 
get my cardT ... They tied like 
old friends. Td love to know if 
the person who should be 
receiving the cards is still alive 
or has emigrated. 

‘And it would be nice to meet 
the people sending the cards so 
I could shake their hanJ and 
give them a Christmas card with 
my best wishes.” 

Mrs Wild, the former owner 
of an engineering firm, started 
receiving the cards in 1979 alter 
she bought her three-bedroom 
detached home in Worcester 
from a woman called Dawn. 

She spent years quizzing 
neighbours in a bid to solve the 
puzzle. But now she has given 
up and puts the card in a place 
of honour every Christmas. 

Her only dues are that the 
cards have a Gloucester 
postmark and are addressed to 
Mrs R Hales, and they contain a 
message sending best wishes to 
‘Ann and Roger and family”. 

This year’s card to Mrs Hales 
shows a church covered in snow. 
Auntie Muriel's card shows a 
teddy bear playing a violin and 
is addressed to “Mrs M Larkin 
c/o Mrs R Hales”. The greeting 
inside says: “Td Ann tie Murid 
with best wishes from Pat, 

Roger and family”. 

% only I knew who she was,” 
said Mrs Wild. 


Churches seek to feed 



Shelter Refugees sharing a meal at the Welcare centre In Brent, north-west London Photograph: Edward Sykes 
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Andrew Brown him as yourself; for you were 

Religious Affairs Correspondent strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

In one of the dingy suburban 

This Ch ristm as, hundreds of streets of Brent in north-west 
refugees and asylum seekers London, a church hall has be- 
wOl be fed and helped by Chris- come a meeting place and feed- 
tian groups because many are ing station for some of the 1,200 
now not eligible for benefits, refugees in London left strand- 

Andfbr the first rime in 50 years, ed by the present regulations. It 
the Red Cross will be distribut- is one of many such shelters, 
ing food parcels in Britain - to There is one in Bnxtoa, south of 
200 asylum seekers who attend the Thames, to which people 
a day centre in south London, have walked five mues fix a meaL 

The changes in the benefits At the Welcare centre in Brent, 
laws introduced by the Gov- they provide food parcels, com- 
enunent were opposed by Car- munal meals once a week for up 
dinal Basil Hume and the to 120 people, about haifof them 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr children, and legal services and 
George Carey, and now church- help with welfare bureaucracy to 
es in many parts of the country many more, 
are trying to mitigate the effects Although the Court of Ap- 
of the new rules. The Bible is peal decided last autumn that 
much clearer about asylum local authorities had a duty -to 
seekers than about sexual help save such people from 
^ morality: “When a stranger so- destitution, this decision is be- 
Jp journs with you in your land, you ing appealed against by the 

shall not do him wrong” God Government, and in the mean- 
said to Moses; and later, “The time, the levels of support be- 

strangerwho sojourns with you ing offered are hardly generous. 

shall be to you as the native The Church Urban FimtLan 
among you, and you shall love Anglican charity set up in 1985, 


knows of one mother with two Brent Welcare shelter, said that 
children who is given £2 a day her husband had been a pres- 
to feed them all, and another perous watchmaker, with two 
man expected to five on a diet shops of his own, before he of- 
of bread and milk. . fended the secret police. They 

Pfeter Stobart, who set up the had tortured him; and when he 
Brent Welcare centre, came was released from prison, the 
there from Hong Kong, where family liquidated what assets 
be bad worked for 10 yeais with they had and paid $20,000 
people who slept on the streets. (£12.000) to a Kurdish group 
Out there, he said, people sim- which got them out of the coun- 
ply died if they had no family to try and imo Britain on forged 
look after them. In London, passports. It had taken three 
thin?* were still better than years for the Home office to de- 
thaL “The ones who come here .tide that they were genuine 
have all got a roof over their refugees. They still had no 
heads. At the moment nobody work, although she was study- 
has ended up out on the street; ing English, 
yet,” he said. It seemed from Maba's sto- 

Many of die refugees have ry that the Christian churches 
left scenes of considerable hor- had provided at least as much 
ror. One 20-year-old Angolan fellowship as the mosque had 
had fingers chopped off while done, partly because they have 
being tortured. In another An- access to much greater re- 
golan family a nine-year-old sources. Food parcels are sent 
boy was killed and his mother to the Welcare project from 
raped in front of the other ch2- churches all over the country, 
dren because their father - The Church Urban Fund says 
whom the attackers had come that the reaction to the Asylum 
for -had fled. Bill could be the biggest ecu- 

Maha, an Iraqi woman in the menical project in Britain. 
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If your holidays include a sip of our Tennessee Whiskey, please M us. Wife us at the Jack Daniel Distillery. Lynchbug. Tennessee 37352 USA. 


FINDING THE PERFECT TREE is a holiday chore folks 
around Lynchburg, Tennessee never tire of. 

Whether your search calls for a trek deep into the woods 
or a keen eye at the local tree lot, all of us at Jack Daniel 
Distillery hope you get your tree put up in plenty of time 
this year (As always, a botde of our Tennessee Whiskey 
would make a nice decorative touch underneath id) In 
any event, we send our best wishes for an especially 
Merry Christmas-filled with family, friends and other 
blessings of the season. 

JACK DANIELS TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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Bands film prompts millionaire to save gala with his brass 


Colin Brawn 

Chief Political Correspondent 

A New Zealand millionaire is 
putting up £20,000 to rescue 
the Durham miners' gala after 
seeing the hit film Brassed Off, 
which follows the trials and 
tribulations of a colliery band. 

the miners feared that they 
would have to break a 1 13-year 
tradition and cancel next year's 
gala, in July, because they could 
not find the money to pay for 
the brass bands. 

Michael Watt, who runs an 
international television 
production and distribution 
company, had anonymously 
given £60,000 over three years 
to keep the gala alive, but that 
ran out this year. After seeing 
the film, he called his friend 
Rodney Bickerslaffe, leader of 
the public workers’ union. 
Unison, and said it had moved 
him so much he would back the 
gala for another year. 

Mr Bickerstaffc said: “I am 
absolutely delighted that 
somebody who only has had a 
minimal contact with the 
North-east and who has not got 
anything out of it himself, is 
prepared to put up the money 
tor a community festival of 


Such historic importance. It is a 
marvellous gesture." 

Mr Witt is in America but 
his praises were being sung in 
Durham by David Hopper, 
general secretary of the NUM 
for the Durham district, which 
organises the event. u He is a 
very generous man.'' he said. 
"To fold Sponsorship from a 
man from the other side of the 
Southern hemisphere without 
any connection with the North- 
east is marvellous- we owe him 
a debt of gratitude which is 
unrepairable. 

"Every band that plays at the 
gala gets paid an allowance. 

The bands will die without 
finance. And we need to 
maintain that social side of the 
brass bands. Whoever did 
Brassed Off did their research 
well, because it was exactly like 
that in this region." 

Since the closure of the pits, 
which used to provide financial 
support, the bands have found 
h bard to make ends meet. 
Some have won a lifeline from 
the National Lottery but the 
Durham gala both provided a 
coveted platform for the best 
bands, and some handy income. 
The miners made an appeal 
through the Labour movement 


for funding, but not enough was 
found to guarantee that the 
show could go on. 

After seeing the movie, Mr 
Watt gpt one of his managers to 
contact the organisers last week 
and tell them he would provide 
£20,000 for next year. Mr 
Hopper thought someone was 
pulling his leg when he was told 
to ring a “Mr Christmas" for 
the money. He discovered that 
Carl Christmas had indeed left 
trim the message, and the 
money was available. 

Mr Cropper believes it could 
help to relieve some of the 
hardship locally, if only for a 
day..“Easmgton has four times 
the national average far suicides 
and they- are young miners," he 
said. ‘There is supposed to be a 
feel-good factor but these lads, 
if they have work, are getting 
paid less than they got IS yeais 
ago. There is destitution 
in the North-east. Mr Watt has 
taken the attitude of saying. 

‘Just give people a chance’. He 
has provided an inspiration, 
which is what the gala 
traditionally is about" 

The gala’s organisers hope 
that in July, they will have the 
first Labour Prime Minister 
attending it for two decades. 



V- ->*ii 
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Then a hero: dement Attlee, Labour Prime Minister^. at the gala. Die organisers hope Tony Blair will be there next year Photograph: Daily Mirror 
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Fish quota 
deal to cut 
deep into 
sole catch 


Katherine Buder 
Brussels 

Britain's trawler fleets face new 
Emits on the amount of fish they 
can catch in 1997 following the 
European Union's animal carve 
up orfishing quotas. 

Struck at dawn yesterday the 
agreement represents a com- 
promise between Brussels 
which demanded cuts to protect 
scarce stocks, and EU govern- 
ments’- all of whom won con- 
cessions for their fishermen 
agamst the advice of scientists. 

But the deal upset Northern 
Ireland fishermen, whose MPs 
were offered special assurances 
ahead of abstaining in last Mon- 
day’s House of Commons fish- 
ing vote. It also exposed strains 
in Anglo-Irish relations. The 
Fisheries minister Tbny Baldly 
accused Dublin of behaving like 
“a dog in the manger” towards 
Northern Ireland and there 
were some heated exchanges be- 
tween United Kingdom and 
Irish fishing leaders who had 
gathered outside the meeting. 

Mr Baldry levelled his charge 
after Ireland invoked an enti- 
tlement called the Hague Pref- 
erence to secure additional 
fishing rights in the Irish Sea, 
knocking tonnages off the an- 
ticipated UK quota for Irish Sea 
plaice and winting. 

Mr Baldiy insisted after the 
meeting that he had mitigated 
the disadvantages for Northern 
Ireland arising from Dublin’s de- 
cision to demand a “quota 
swap". But Dick James of the 
Northern Ireland Fish Produc- 
ers Organisation, said the Gov- 
ernment would have to “buy 
trade" British quota from Ireland 
to satisfy the demands of Ulster 
fleets. “To me It rarities, because 
basically we* re buying our own 
fish back and the fish we are us- 
ing to buy it back will be sorely 
missed,'’ Mr James said. 

Irish officials suggested that 
it was London’s unfair distrib- 
ution of national quota between 
Northern Ireland and Scotland 
which was placing Ulster at a dis- 


advantage rather than the enti- 
tlements of the Republic. 

The steepest cuts for Britain 
fall on some key species such a s# 
North Sea sole, which is down 
22 per cent although the com- 
mission had sought a 50 per cent 
cut. North Sea plaice is down 7 
per cent and west of Scotland 
haddock catches down by 13 per 
cent, but Mr Baldry claimed 
credit for the best outcome 
possible in' a difficult climate. 

. “Fishermen are pretty sensi- 
. ble about this. They realise that 
'North Sea sole is one of the 
stocks which is in some difficul- 
ty. They don’t want (o see the 
stocks collapse any more than^ we 
do. Sole cannot endure a high- 
er catch rate now because it 
needs time to recover,” he said. 

Britain’s quotas for 1997 
amount to a freeze on last year's 
cuts although fleets will be at 
lowed to catch more cod in foe 
west of Scotland and more her- 
ring in the North Sea, while the 
quota for sole in the English 
Channel will rise by 11 per oeut 
and the haddock catch there will 
be doubled. These improve- | 
ments were grudgingly wel- 
comed by Barrie Deas of the 
National Federation of Fisher- 
men’s Organisations. ‘Theout- 
come depends^ where you fish and 
what you fish for. Itis good news 
for fishermen ratrhing haddo ck 
in the English Channel and Irish 
Sea but bad news for those go- 
ing after North Sea sole," he said. 

The worst of the cutbacks are 
yet to come. Ministers foiled to 
agree plans for the long-term 
scaling back of fleets and car 
padty which the European 
Commissioner for Fisheries, 
Emma Bonino, wants to see re- 
sponse to scientific warnings 
about chronically depleted 
stocks. A deadline for negotia- 
tions on her five-year plan has 
been set for next April although 
Britain is refuses to contemplate 
any further dow nsizing until 
the EU loophole which allows 
Spanish “quota hoppers" to 
take advantage of British fish- 
ing rights has been addressed 


Lethal fireworks 
get sales ban 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 

Fireworks which caused two 
deaths during this year’s bonfire 
night celebrations were banned 
from sale to the public under 
emergency measures brought in 
by ministers last night. The 
aerial shell and aerial maroon 
fireworks, often imported from 
China, are launched from mor- 
tar tubes. 

Last month a primary head 
teacher died when one of the 
fireworks exploded in his face. 
David Hattersley, 45, was pre- 
siding over a display at Hazle- 
mere Church of. England 
Combined School in High 
Wycombe, Buckinghamshire. 
A City trader. Sieve Timcke, 34, 
died after fighting one of the 
fireworks in his garden, in Dart- 
ford, KenL . . 

Last night John Taylor, the 


consumer affairs minister, said 
the fireworks should only be 
used in public displays. He was 

anxious to ensure there were no 

more fatalities or injuries over 
Christmas and New Year. "It 
has now become clear that aer- 
ial shells and aerial maroons 
pose a very high risk to users 
... I have taken action to make 
sure they are only supplied to 
those who are in the business of 
operating fireworks displays, 
or arc in the business of sup- 
plying fireworks.” 

Labour welcomed the move 
but said its own campaign bad 
forced the Government into the 
decision. Nigel Griffiths, con- 
sumer affairs spokesman, said 
the party had been campaign- 
ing for three years to have the 
shells banned and to reinstate 
a series of firework safely mea- 
sures which the Government 
had scrapped. 
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DoH letter All that's left of these cattle grazing on our green and pleasant land 

‘copied’ 


Official accused of lifting denial 
over chemical spray link to BSE 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

The Department of HeaJth has 
come underfire after one of its 
civil servants used large chunks 
of text supplied by drug com- 
pany representatives in a letter 
to a concerned member of the 
public. 

The use of extensive wording 
from the National Office of An- 
imal Health Limited (Noah) by 
the middle-ranking official 
raises questions about the de- 
partment’s independence. 
Noah represents the companies 
which make veterinary drugs. 

The letter was written to Dr 
Peter Gold in East Brent, Som- 
erset, by Dr Tim Marrs, a 
branch leader in the department 
covering pesticides and veteri- 
nary meoidnes. Dr Gold bad 
sent a letter to the department 
calling on it to investigate an al- 
leged link between the use of 
organ ophosphate (OP) chem- 
icals as a veterinary medicine 
and the spread of Bovine 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 

The Independent has seen 
Dr Mans' reply, written last 
month and aimed at demolish- 
ing any suggestion of a 
connection. 

Three quarters of his 500- 
word letter is virtually identical 
to a “position paper”’ on the al- 
leged link between OPs and 
BSE published earlier this year 
by Noah. There were minor 
changes in sentence order; a few 
extra words inserted (such as 
“you should note that”) and a 
few sentences were cut 

Having seen the letter, 
Noah’s communications exec- 
utive Alison Glennon said: 
“They fthe Department of 
HeaJth] have taken it from our _ 
document.” She said Noah had 
no problem with the depart- 
ment doing this. “We’re quite 
happy about it - what we said 
is all in the public domain.' 1 

But the department denied 
Dr Mans had simply duplicated 


most of the text from Noah, 
claiming that both his words and 
those used by the drugs 
companies' representative had 
been cleared by the Govern- 
ment’s Veterinary Medicines 
Directorate and had used 
information from the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

“The facts in both docu- 
ments are true and you’d expect 
them to be very similar if they 
drew on the same sources.” said 
a spokeswoman. 

The match between the two 
was spotted bv Mark Purdey, 
the Somerset dairy fanner who 
6m suggested the OF-BSE 
link, after Dr Gold, a universi- 
ty lecturer and Liberal Demo- | 
crat parliamentary candidate, 
sent him the correspondence. 
“As Government continually 
insists on their totally non- 
hand-in-glove relationship vrith 
the chemical giants, this letter 
sadly betrays their true posi- 
tion,” he says. 

Mr Purdey believes the pour- 
ing of OP chemicals, which are 
powerful insecticides, onto the 
backs of cattle to control war- 
ble fly infestation in the 1980s 
sparked the BSE epidemic. 
OPs are the chemicals used in 
sheep dip which are alleged to 
have destroyed the health of 
many farmers and are thought 
to be behind Gulf War 
syndrome. 

The Government, the OP 
manufacturers and most scien- 
tists studying the epidemic say 
the OP-BSE theory fails to hold 
water. They prefer the theory 
that the epidemic originated 
when feed containing the re- 
mains of sheep with scrapie was 
eaten by cattle. 

According to this the disease 
agent, a protein, became es- 
tablished in ccrws and spread 
rapidly as rendered, ground-up 
cattle remains were then fed to 
cattle. But Mr Purdey says fur- 
ther important evidence to back 
his alternative wfll soon emerge. 
*Tm really excited about the fu- 
ture of it,” he said. 




Killing fields; Hie beef cull backlog has been cleared but there are thousands of tonnes of meat and bonemeal powder left to be incinerated 
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Burning question for the slaughter mountain 


Nicholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Six warehouses in Britain bold 
the strangest and saddest of all 
farm surplus mountains. More 
than a million cows have been 
turned into great mounds of 
grey brown powder- the meat 
and bone meal which remain af- 
ter the great slaughter of cattle 
caused by the BSE epidemic. 

Three warehouses are full, 
and the Government's Inter- 
vention Board for Agriculture 
-which runs the slaughter pro- 
gramme— has had to press three 
others into service. The same 
board used to store the notori- 
ous grain and beef mount ains 
produced by the European 
Union's Common Agricultural 
Policy. 

This week the Government 
proudly declared that - as 
promised - it had cleared the 
backlog of cattle waiting to be 
killed under the over-30-month- 
old scheme. Same 1,100,000 an- 
imals have died. 

But it stifl has to deal with the 
huge and growing hazardous 
waste disposal problem posed 
by the 135,000 tonnes of pow- 
der - what re mains of the cat- 


Tebbit rebukes Major 
over Tory cheating 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent ~ 

The Prime Minister backed 
down yesterday over allega- 
tions that the Government 
cheated in the “pairing” row as 
he came under attack from a 
former Tbiy party chairman 
over the incident. 

John Major said in a televi- 
sion interview that the row over 
government whips deliberately 
pairing some of their MPs with 
more than one opposition mem- 
ber in order to win a crucial vote 
on Monday was “arcane”. 

But Lord Tebbit, writing in 
The Sun newspaper, said he be- 
lieved the Government had 
been involved in foul play. “I call 
that cheating. I asked three 
former Tbry chief whips. They 
afl called it cheating. I could not 
find any senior Tory, except min- 
isters, who thought that it was 
a proper way to behave. Most 


of them, too. called it cheating.” 
Lord Tebbit reminded his read- 
ers that the last time an MP was 
accused of cheating on a pair- 
ing arrangement was 20 years 
ago. Michael Heseltine was so 
incensed that he lost control and 
swung the parliamentary mace 
around his bead. 

Mr Major, whose party had 
compounded its problems by 
falsely accusing Labour of 
cheating on Tuesday in order to 
defeat the Government on its 
Stalking Bill, said there seemed 
to have been some mistake. 

Even without that, the Gov- 
ernment would have won Mon- 
day’s fisheries vote, he added. 
“Pairing axrangsments generally 
are personal arrangements, 
though sometimes they’re con- 
ducted on a different level. 
Quite what misunderstandings 
occurred here, I don't know.” 

Mr Major agreed that it 
would matter if the public felt 


politicians had behaved dis- 
honourably, but added that he 
did not believe that had hap- 
pened. 

Donald Dewar, Labour’s 
chief whip, responded: “When 
he was questioned today about 
his party’s cheating. John Ma- 
jor was both evasive and de- 
fensive. It is time for a fall and 
public apology from Michael 
Heseltine and Brian Mah- 
whirmey, who are still patheti- 
cally trying to defend the 
indefensible” 

Labour was claiming a victory 
in the pairing war last night Ac- 
cusations that it, too had cheat- 
ed by allowing 15 MPs to vote 
on Tuesday when they had 
promised not to do so bad 
proved to be false in 13 of the 
cases. The other two MPs apol- 
ogised for voting without think- 
ing what they were denim. “It 
was like Pavlov’s dogs- I just 
heard the bells,” one said. 


BBC defends decision to break 
last taboo by filming death 


Marianne Macdonald 

Media Correspondent 

The BBC defended itself yes- 
terday against the accusation of 
being “unbelievably insensi- 
tive” in its attempts to break the 
last television taboo: by show- 
ing people dying of illness for 
a major science series. 

Mary Whitehouse, founder of 
the Viewers’ and Listeners' As- 
sociation which recently hacked 
the BBCs campaign fora high- 
er licence fee, said showing 
such events would be “an in- 
trusion into family grief with the 
whole world watching”. 

She added: “I would Uke to 
see the governors look into it 
and gjve their verdict. 1 would 
be surprised if they approved.” 

The BBC’s newly updated 
producer’s guidelines, adher- 
ence to which is written into 
staff contracts, says: “The dead 


should be treated with respect 
an d not shown unless there are 
compelling reasons for doing so. 
Close-ups should generally be 
be avoided. When such scenes 
are justified they must not be lin- 
gered over.” 

But a BBC spokesman said 
that while filmin g was continu- 
ing for the series of “several” 
terminally ill patients, one with 
cancer, it was with the permis- 
sion of the patients; their doc- 
tors and tbeir relatives. 

“We have not decided 
whether to film their death, she 
said. “If that decision was tak- 
en, it would be taken with the 
fiifl, informed consent of the pa- 
tient and their relatives, and it 
would also never be shown 
without the greatest respect 
for the sensibilities of viewers. 

“Wte would also like to add 
that these people have given the 
subject of their death a lot of 


thought. This in itself may help 
those who face what is a very 
frightening but universal expe- 
rience.” 

The £4m BBC1 series, with 
the working title The Human 
Body, is scheduled for trans- 
mission in 1998. It is to attempt 
to do for human biology what 
The Private Life of Plants did for 
the world's flora. It will cover the 
seven ages of man, from con- 
ception to grave, in seven 50- 

tbe BBC?*s^firsf attempt in 20 
years to tackle a comprehensive 
study of the subject. 

The series is the brainchild of 
Jana Bennett, head of the 
BBC’s science department. 
While acknowledging the final 
programme on dying and death 
will raise ethical issues, she 
told Broadcast magazine: “The 
processes of death are funda- 
mental to basic biology.” 


tie flesh and bone after it has 
been minced, cooked, heat- 
dried and groundup by the ren- 
dering industry. 

The Government says all of 
this material has to be inciner- 
ated to destroy the BSE agent 
- an extraordinarily resilient 
protein. But very little of the in- 
cineration capacity has been se- 
cured. The burning has to 
happen at 850C or higher to en- 
sure the infectirity is destroyed. 

Meanwhile, fresh meat and 


bone meal and tallow continue 
to arrive in the stockpiles. For 
a start, there are 230,000 cattle 
which are now frozen in cold 
stores. 

Then there are the 18,000 or 
so cattle which wfll continue to 
be slaughtered each week now 
that the backlog has been 
cleared. Finally, there are an- 
otherl 00,000 dairy cattle to be 
killed in a further cull which was 
announced by the Government 
this week. 


The Government has been 
considering the option of bunt- 
ing these wastes in huge coal 
and oil burningpower stations 
for six months. They alone have 
the capacity to consume all of 
the material within a few weeks. 

Yesterday neither the Gov- 
ernment nor the generating 
companies would hazard a 
guess about when or where 
burning might start. 

A spokesman for National 
Power said it would cost about 


£5m to make the necessary 
modifications to a power station 
boiler. 

The Intervention Board has 
one incineration contract with 
a task waste disposal company, 
Rechem. But its high tempera- 
ture incinerator at Hythc, in 
Hampshire, will only handle 
20,000 tonnes of meat and bone 
meal a year. 

The board said it hoped to 
reach an agreement with an un- 
named company to burn more 


meat and bone meal. It also 
wants to burn large numbers of 
carcasses directly without ren- 
dering and hopes to have 10 in- 
cinerators in action soon. It 
already has a contract with an- 
other Incinerator to bum 2,000 
carcasses a week, and hopes to 
quadruple this. 

Jean Ally, of the Intervention 
Board, said: “There's no prob- 
lem or health hazard in storing 
[the carcasses] for a long time 
but we’d prefer not to.” 
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Orange Talkshare. Two reduced 
price phones. One Talk Plan with 
shared minutes. One connection 
charge. One monthly bill. 

■ 60 minutes of free talk time to share 
each month for only £37.50 (plus VAT). 

■ Calls between Orange ohones only 
lOp per minute (plus VAT! throughout 
the week. 

■ Weekend calls only 5p per minute 
(plus VAT) for all local, national and 
Orange to Orange calls. 

■ Orange benefits include per second 
billing, free 12 months insurance with 

Find out more about Talkshare at 


Motorola mr20 twin pack 

£ 49.99 (r.r.p.) 


24 hour replacement and a 14 day 
money back guarantee. 

Both phones will receive new numbers 
from Orange Persona! Communications 
Services Ltd. 

Connection to Orange Talkshare is 
subject to status and a one off 
connection charge of C30 (plus VAT). 

Your Orange contract will be for a 
minimum of 12 momhs. 


orange 


Ask in store for details. Cal 1 0800 6633C0 for your nearest store. 
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Historic amputation takes its place at cutting edge of drama 
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Mother, 22, who 


is 


put on probation ‘ 


Tills won't hurt- Actors and anaesthetists at University College Hospital in London re-enact the leg amputation of Frederick Churchill, a butler - 
and tiie first patient in England to be publicly placed under surgical anaesthesia - on 21 December 1846, at the hospital Photograph: John Voos 
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Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The despairing daughter of a 
millionaire who killed her new- 
born baby son after secretly giv- 
ing birth, yesterday agreed to 
undergo treatment as a condi- 
tion of a three-year probation 
order. 

Emma Gifford, 22, the daugb- 

terof retired Bank Organisation 
chief executive Michael Gif- 
ford, had feltuuable to tell any- 
one about the pregnancy, which 
followed the birth of another 
child she had given up for adop- 
tion 14 months earlier. 

The first her family knew of 
the second birth, last April, 
was when her brother eventu- 
ally found die baby’s body in the 
freezer at her flat in South 
Kensington, south-west Lon- 
don. Family support groups de- 
scribed the case as “tragic”. 

Initially, there was insufficient 
evidence for police to bring a 
charge of infanticide. But Gif- 
ford later made a full confession 
in an attempt to recover from 
the double trauma of the death 
and the adoption of her first son, 
William Boyce, prosecution 
counsel, told the Old Bailey in 
London. 

Gifford, who the court heard 
had suffered from depression 
since she wasl3 and had 
dropped out of university, was 
able to keep tbe pregnancy se- 
cret because she barely showed 
any physical signs. 

One night last April she re- 
turned from her work at a 


florists at about midnight and 

gave birth on the bathroom floor 
two to three hours later. She ag- 
onised over the secret baby un- 
til 5pm the next day. “She felt 
as though she had no option. 
She didn't know what to do,” 

Mr Boyce said. 

She told police that she 
placed a flannel over the baby’s 
face, covered his head with apair 
of her boyfriend's pyjama bot- 
toms and then put a pulow over 
his headfor a couple of minutes. 
She was sick, then got ready for 
work, later wrapping the body 
in clothes and aplastic bag. Af- 
ter confessing, Gifford pleaded 
guilty to infanticide. 

Rebecca Poulet QC, de- 
fending, said that during child- 
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Emma Gifford leaving the 
Old Bailey yesterday 


hood Gifford bad been caught 
between an alcoholic mother 
and an absent father who 
worked long hours. 

Sir Lawrence Verney, the 
Recorder of London, told Gif- 
ford: “The law realises that im- 
mediately at and after giving 
birth there may be a time when 
the balance of tbe mother’s 
mmd is disturbed by reason of 
her not having recovered from 
the effects of giving birth.” Her 
decision to go to the police was 
“very much to your credit". 

Another charge of attempt- 
ing to conceal the birth was or- 
dered to lie on the file. 

Emm a Gifford discovered 
that she was expecting the first 
child in 1994 but did not dare 
to tell either her boyfriend, 
Joseph Ernst, a former archi- 
tecture student at university, or 
herfatber, and gave birth in hos- - 
pital without the support of ® 
friends or family. 

A long search for an adoptive 
family and Mr Ernst’s decision 
to split up with Gifford took its 
toll on her stale of mind and was 
to contribute to her deep trau- 
ma when she discovered that 
she was again pregnant by Mr 
Ernst in 1995. 

A spokeswoman for the Run- 
ily Planning Association said: 
'The case does emphasise die 
need to make sure that young 
people know there are agencies 
designed to listen and provide 
support in this kind of situation. 

It is just tragic that this young 
woman didn't feel she could 
turn to them for help.” 


Unions move to sign 
up child workers 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Schoolchildren, some as young 
as 13, are being signed up as 
members by trade unions amid 
concern that thousands na- 
tionwide are working illegally 
for unscrupulous employers. 

Employers are legally oblig- 
ed to register workers up to 16 
with local education authorities, 
but in practice tbe majority ig- 
nore the system. This means 
that there is no control over the 
hours children are working, or 
whether they are filling unsuit- 
able jobs - such as on building 
sites or in factories. 

The GMB general workers’ 
union has signed up 200 children 
after visiting schools and offer- 
ing pupils free membership in 
a deal that entitles them to nee 
legal advice if they have prob- 
lems at work. The recruitment 
drive, launched in a pilot pro- 
gramme in Newcastle upon 
Tyne and due to be extended 
next year, was devised after re- 
search revealed that an esti- 
mated 600,000 children were 
working outside the law in 
evening and weekend jobs. 

A report from the Labour 
Research Department last year 
found that seven out of eight 
child workers were doing so il- 
legally, while only 15 out of 108 

Animals’ 
rough sea 
crossings 
‘lawful’ 

A High Court judge yesterday 
rejected accusations by animal 
rights protesters that the Agri- 
culture Minister, Douglas 
Hogg, was operating an unlaw- 
ful policy which allowed ferries 
carrying farm animals to the 
Continent to sail in bad weath- 
er conditions likely to cause five 
cargoes injury and suffering. 

The accusations were made 
during a court hearing packed 
with animal rights campaigners 
including the television screen 
writer, Carla Lane. 

The Protesters Anim al in- 
formation Network (Pain) ar- 
gued that ferry operators were 
allowed, for commercial rea- 
sons, to sail in rough weather 
when vessel inspectors ought to 
be stopping them. 

But Mr Justice Latham ruled: 
“In the fight of the evidence it 
is not possible to conclude that 
[the Ministry of Agriculture] 
have put in place or are oper- 
ating an unlawful policy." 

Pain director Ms Lane said: 
“The fact is we did prove that an- 
imals went out in rough seas con- 
trary to the rules. The miniae-r 
we fed, was responsible. But we 
could not actually prove that be 


education authorities had child- 
employment officers. 

Last week, a study by Unicef, 
the United Nations children's 
organisation, suggested that 
one-quarter of British 11-year- 
olds were working, raising con- 
cerns over the effect on their 
education. Chris Preston of the 
GMB's northern office said 
that the union wanted to offer 
them some form of protection. 
Those who are not registered 
are not covered by insurance at 
work, so they may not receive 
compensation if they have an 
aodaent. 

Mr Preston said: “The by- 
laws dealing with children’s 
employment are outdated and 
not designed to cope with the 
situation in Nineties.” The re- 
cruitment drive allowed the 
union to find out more about 
the extent of illegal employment 
of cbildrea, he said. 

Mounting concern over the 
welfare of those employed out- 
side the law comes as the De- 
partment of Health prepares to 
abolish the two-hour limi t for 
children working on Sundays. 
Draft plans would permit 13- and 
14-year-olds to work for five 
hours and 15- and 16-year-olds 
to work for eight hours. At pre- 
sent, a 15-year-old can work for 
two hours on schools days and 
Sundays and eight hours on Sat- 


tal of 20 hours would not change. 

Local authorities have by- 
laws covering children’s hours 
but in practice most follow the 
the department’s guidelines. 

Chris Pond, director of the 
Low Pay Unit which research- 
es and campaigns on pay issues, 
said that many working children 
were at risk of accident or in- 
jury. A survey of 2,000 children 
m Bi rmingham revealed that 
one-third had had some form of 
accident, including being cut by 
knives or stuck through the 
band with needles. 

“Excessive work not only ex- 
ploits children but can have an 
impact on their education or 
achievement in terms of home- 
work or attentiveness in class,” 
Mr Pond said. 

The GMB has also launched 
a campaign to si gn up college 
students, who are increasingly 
working during tenn time as 
well as during vacations to sup- 
plement their grant. A pilot 
scheme offering students at the 
London School of Economics 
membership for lOp a week is 
to be extended next year to oth- 
er nniversilies in the South-east, 
including Cambridge. The 
onion offers students legal cov- 
er in the event of an accident or 
tribunal and advice and infor- 
mation on employment rights. 



Carla Lane: ‘This evil trade is protected. We will fight on' 


had a policy of not intervening 
and stopping them.” 

Pain was attacking the activ- 
ities of animal ferry operators 
based at Channel ports includ- 
ing Dover, Shoreham-by-Sea, 
West Susses, and Brightlingsea, 
Essex, Its counsel Richard Bar- 
ton, argued that Mr Hogg was 
under a duty imposed by the 
1994 Welfare of Animals dur- 
ing Transport Order to prevent 
“serious risk of injury, suffering 
or death” to animate bound for 
the Continent but had failed to 
issue the appropriate guide- 
lines to inspectors, and they had 
failed to act. 


He said in rough weather the 
chartered boats - smaller ves- 
sels than cross- Channel pas- 
senger ferries - roUed 
considerably, putting the animal 
cargoes at risk of injury. 

Dismissing their application 
for judicial review, the judge or- 
dered the protesters to pay the 


at about £30,000. 

Latex Ms Lane said: “We are 
enraged This evil trade appears 
to be protected and once a^in 

the people of this country have 

been ignored. 

“We will fight on, not vio- 
lently but certainty noisfly.” 
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es banner of democracy 


A defiant China is tightening its grip on power. 
Stephen Vines reports from Hong Kong 


Hong Kong — 'Hie final piece 
of China's rival power structure 
in Hong Kong will be slotted 
into place today when a 400- 
suung committee meets in the 
border town of Shenzhen to se- 
lect members of a Provisional 
Legislative Council which wQI 
run in tandem with the elected 
legislature for the last six 
months of colonial rule. 

Despite the strong British 
protests issued yesterday, the 
new body is likeiy to remain in 
existence for 18 months, after 
which China has promised to 
bold elections, but under a sys- 
tem more dosely resembling the 
colonial electoral system abol- 
ished in 1994 and replaced by 
a widening of the franchise. 

The Hong Kong government 
under Governor Chris Patten 
refuses to recognise the provi- 
sional council and will not co- 
operate. His successor, Tung 
Chee-hwa, has repeatedly urged 
Mr Pauen to “face reality” and 
offer support for the new body. 

One aspect of this reality is 
that the provisional legislature 
will not have a single member 
who is unacceptable to the Chi- 
nese government. One hun- 
dred and thirty candidates have 
put their names forward for the 
60 scats on offer. All have been 
vetted and approved by Chinese 
officials who were assisted by the 
refusal of any members oi the 
democratic camp to offer them- 
selves for selection. 

However, there are some 


nominal democrats in the line- 
up of hopefuls, notably mem- 
bers of a party called the As- 
sociation for Democracy and 
People’s Livelihood which has 
emerged as China's chosen ve- 
hicle for the expression of “ac- 
ceptable" pro-democracy views. 
The hard-core democrats, 
mainly in the Democratic Par- 
ty, Hong Kong’s largest and 
most popular party, will have 
nothing to do with contest, al- 
though a renegade member is 
trying to secure selection. 

China hopes that in the next 

18 months the popular democ- 
rats can be sufficiently margin- 
alised to ensure that they are no 
longer a major electoral force 
when something approaching a 
real election is tailed. 

The problem is that China’s 
plans to give credibility to the 
new body are being under- 
mined by members of the se- 
lection committee which will 
choose the new legislators. 
Many of the members have 
spent the past few days trying 
to fix up closed-door deals un- 
der which they will vote for each 
other and limit the number of 
candidates they select to min- 
imise the chances of success for 
those excluded from the deals. 

The horse-trading has come 
to light mainly because much of 
it has been unsuccessful. How- 
ever, the shadow it is casting 
over the exercise was sufficient 
to cause Qian Qicben, China's 
vice-premier, who is presiding 


over the process, to issue a 
warning against the f tinning of 
cabals to pick members. 

Another problem for the 
new body is that 26 candidates 
for selection were defeated in 
the 1995 elections and give 
every appearance of trying to 
overturn foe popular mandate 
by ignoring the election. 

Id the aftermath of his defeat 
in the 1995 election. Tsang 
Yuk-shing, leader of the main 
pro-China parly, told The In- 
dependent he would definitely 
not be seeking membership of 
the provisional body because 
this would give the impression 
of gaining “backdoor" admis- 
sion to the legislature. Mr Tsang 
has since changed his mind 
and is standing alongside 12 of 
his party colleagues. 

Most analysts believe that a 
large number of previously de- 
feated candidates will win seats. 
They are likely to be joined by 
some heavyweight pro-Peking 
personalities, such as Leung 
Chim-ying, who is seen as a fu- 
ture head of government. 

Also standing are 34 mem- 
bers of the existing 60-member 
T jtgjslaim e flumril, mduding its 
president, Andrew Wong. As 
most of them are also strong 
contenders for success, it re- 
mains to be seen how they will 
be able to serve both bodies. 
The suspicion is not that one 
body wiU overwhelm the other, 
but that six months of legisla- 
tive paralysis is likely to ensue. 
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Gingrich pressed 
on cash falsehood 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

As a first wave of subpoenas hit 
the White House over possible 
campaign finance irregulari- 
ties, new doubts surround Newt 
Gingrich’s future as Speaker of 
the House, following the ad- 
mission that he gave false evi- 
dence to a congressional 
committee investigating his po- 
litical finances. 

Through John Linder, a fel- 
low Republican congressman 
from Georgia, Mr Gingrich has 
acknowledged that he gave 
wrong information to the 
House Ethics Committee, 
which for months has beea in- 
vestigating the allegedly im- 
proper use of tax-exempt 
money for a highly partisan 
college course taught by the 
Speaker until 1994. The row has 
already prompted the resigna- 
tion of Mr Gingrich’s ethics 
lawyer, who prepared the errant 
testimony, but insists his client 
read and approved h. 

However arcane the matter 
at issue, the development spells 
nothing but trouble for the 
hash spoken, fiercely ideolog- 
ical Mr Gingrich whose waning 
popularity was one reason for 
the decline m the Republicans’ 
majority in the House to onfo 
20 in the new Congress which 
assembles next month, with the 
election of a Speaker one of its 

first tasks. 

The odds remain, albeit nar- 
rowly, that Mr Gingrich will be 
re-confirmed as the first Re- 
publican to hold the post in 40 
years, and the first to serve a sec- 
ond consecutive term since 
1928. But even among his sup- 
porters unease is growing, while 



Under threat Newt Gfogrfch 
may be ousted as Speaker 

no crumb of sympathy is to be 
expected from Democrats, all 
too mindful of how a young Re- 
publican backbencher named 
Newt Gingrich ted the campaign 
that ousted the then Democra- 
tic Speaker, Jim Wright, in 
1989. 

It is still not dear whether the 
much-delayed final report from 
the bipartisan Ethics Commit- 
tee will be ready before 7 Jan- 
uary, the day the Speaker is 
elected. But even before the lat- 
est disclosure at least a dozen 
nervous Republicans bad indi- 
cated they wanted to see the re- 
port's conclusions before 
casting their votes. 

Throughout the controver- 
sy, Mr Gingrich has insisted he 
has done nothing wrong, blam- 
ing his troubles on a Democ- 
ratic witchhunt. The admission 
that he has in effect lied will 
only makes thing s worse: “Sub- 
mitting false evidence is very, 
very serious," said Peter King, 
a New York Republican Con- 
gressman , who called for “a 
detailed statement" from 


Zairean army prepares 
to seize rebel territory 


HALIFAX 


Andrew Marshall 

and agencies 

Zaire is preparing to launch a 
counteroffensive against rebels 
in the east of the country, threat- 
ening a fresh refugee crisis. 

Ian Linden, director of the 
Catholic Institute for Interna- 
tional Relations, said that hu- 
manitarian officials recently in 
the region had reported evi- 
dence of a military build up in 
eastern Zaire. Zairean forces, 
reportedly assisted by foreign 
mercenaries, have concentrated 
around the towns of Walikale 
and Bunia, apparently in prepa- 
ration for an assault on rebel- 
held towns. 

Zaire's President, Mobutu 
SeseSoko, returned to Kinshasa 
this week after cancer treatment 
in Europe, and appointed a new 
army chief.General Mahele 
Bokungo. He pledged to re- 
cover territory tost to the Rwan- 
dan-backed rebels. 


da and Rwanda, have seized ter- 
ritory 300 miles long from north 
to south since October. Zaire- 


an troops put up little resistance 
but are now regrouping. 

The rebel leader, Laurent 
KabQa, urged civilians this week 
to stay put, but his words foiled 
to stem a stream of people leav- 
ing the eastern city of Goma, the 
biggest of several towns seized 
by rebels in November; 

In a speech on rebel Star Ra- 
dio, Mr Kabila, president of the 
Alliance of Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Congo/- 
Zaire, said his forces would de- 
feat any army counterattack 
launched by Mr Mobutu. 

There is little evidence that 
external powers will permit 
Zaire to disintegrate in the 
face of an effort by the rebels : 
to topple Mr Mobutu. The US 
State Department expressed 1 
strong support this week for 
Zaire remaining a unified state. 

Mr Mobutu is now trying to 
regain his military and political 
grip on the country. Opposition 
representatives have urged him 
to dump Prime Minister Leon 
Kengo wa Dondo, and set this 
weekend as the deadline for 
forming a crisis government. 


^Amnesty International said yes- 
terday it had received reports from 
Burundi that up to 500 people 
were massacred on 3 December 
in and around a Pentecostal 
church in Bulagaoza commune, 
Kayanza province. The army had 
reportedly herded villagers into 
the church, thrown grenades in- 
side and shot those trying to es- 
cape. The wounded were 
bayoneted to death. 
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Red flag: A pro-d em ocracy protestor wrapped in a banner bearing a petition clashes with Hong Kong police in Shenzhen yesterday Photo graph:Reuters 


the Speaker in person. 

The one consolation for the 
Gingrich camp is the equal dis- „ 
comfort visited on the White w 
House by a batch of Justice De- 
partment subpoenas issued to 
Clinton aides and the Democ- 
ratic National Committee, seek- 
ing documents relating to 
dubious fund-rasing by both the 
party and by the legal defence 
fond, set up to raise money to 
cover the President’s White- 
water costs. 

Among the individualsmen- 
tioned in the subpoenas are the 
Riady family of Indonesia and 
their American associate, the 
former Democratic fund-raiser 
and Commerce Department 
official John Huang, as well as 
the Arkansas businessman 
Charles Ya Lin Trie, who 
brought $460,000 (£290,000) 
of dubious contributions to the 
legal fund. These were subse- 
quently returned. 

Adding to this embarrass- 
ment was the revelation that Mr 
Trie helped to arrange for a Chi- 
nese arms dealer, whose com- ^ 
pany was later charged with " 
gun-smuggling into the US, to 
attend a small White House re- 
ception where he met Mr Clin- 
ton. The President was 
“mystified" by the incident, his 
spokesman Mike McCuny said 
yesterday. 

All too clearly though, both 
cases underscore how in the 
next 12 months, ethics investi- 
gations may have more impact 
on American politics than any 
pronouncement from the White 
House or law passed by Con- 
gress - and how the country's 
habit of turning political - quar- 
rels into criminal proceedings is 
as thriving as ever. 
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for food as Peru 
digs in its heels 
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Ed McCuBogh 

Associated Press 

Lima — Handwritten messages 
pressed to windows of the 
Japanese ambassador's resi- 
dence yesterday demanded 
food and water and that utili- 
ties be reconnected to the com- 
pound where 375 people were 

“No FcxxTno Water. The 
Hostages," read one message in 

English. Haters written with fete 
pens in German. Japanese. Ital- 
ian and Spanish made similar 


leagues. Ecuador, which has 
hostile relations with neigh- 
boring Peru, had said it would 
grant asyfmn to the rebels. 

After a meeting on Thursday 
night. President Alberto Fuji- 
mori’s Cabinet gave provision- 


Task force: French troops standing to attention at yesterday’s ceremony marking the handover from VFor to S-Fbr 


Photograph: Reuters 


New peace force to aid Bosnia’s transition 


..Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

-In i brief ceremony yesterday 
morning, Nato’s peace imple- 
mentation force in Bosnia, 
I-For, became the stabilisation 
force - S-Fbr. 

Nat o’ s supreme commander 
in Europe, General George 
Joiilwan, and the commander of 
S-Fbr, General William Crouch, 


saluted as an I-Fbr flag was 
hauled down at the headquar- 
ters at Hidza, outride Sarajevo, 
and an S-Fbr flag hosted in its 
place, but that was the only vis- 
ible change. 

At its height, I-For had 
58,000 troops. S-For is 31,000 
strong, but wifl reduce in size 
over Die next 18 months. 

The structure of the new 
force is similar to I-For. with a 


US commander. General 
Crouch, and a British deputy, 
Lieutenant-General Roderick 
Cordy-Simpson. British num- 
bers m Bosnia are expected to 
decline from 6,000 to about 
5,000 over the next few weeks. 

The biggest change from 
I-For is the appearance of two 
German armoured infantr y bat- 
talions. Previously, Germany 
has only provided support troops 


in Croatia. The Americans con- 
tinue to comity] the northern seo- 
tor, based at Tuzla, with two 
Russian airborne battalions un- 
der their control The presence 
of the Russians is vwy important 
to Nato, which sees it as one of 
the mam levers to persuade the 
Russians to cooperate with the 
alliance on emargemenL 
S^For will liacve no more au- 
thority to go in' search of wanted 


war criminals than I-Fbr did. 
That is seen as the responsibil- 
ity of the local forces. 

S-For will concentrate on 
helping the process of civilian 
reconstruction, which still has a 
long way to go. Over the next 
18 months the aim is to reduce 
the military presence and con- 
centrate on reforming the po- 
lice and encouraging freedom 
of movement 


m Japanese, said “We are fine, 
they are planning to release 
more hostages." It was not 
dear whether the hostages were 
making the demands bn their 
own or under pressure of their 
captors. 

The Red Cross, the main in- 
termediary between the rebels 
and the government, was taking 
drinking water into the com- 
pound on Thursday, but it 
wasn’t dear when the utilities 
had been turned off. Lights 
were seen blazing throughout 
the evening on Thursday. 

Local media reported yes- 
terday that Peru has tentative- 
ly decided not to meet rebel 
demands to free their jailed col- 


prisoners, radio and television 
reported. 

rjmaflSm Ambassador An- 
thony Voiced, who was among 
four hostages released to sen e 
as negotiators, was to meet 
with the rebels’ chief Victor Piv- 
lay last night, the Lima daily La 
Republics repeated. The paper 
the meeting was among the 
rebel iWnimA Polay. the prin- 
cipal founder of the Tupac 
Amaru rebel movement in the 
earlv 1980s. was captured in 
1995 and is senring a life sen- 
tence at a navy base in Lima's 
port of Callao. 

In ^hshington. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher said 
Peruvian authorities must main- 
tain contact with the guerrillas 
holding the hostages. 

Former UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
who was defeated by Fujimori 
in the 1995 elections, urged the 
government not to give in to the 
rebels’ demands saying it would 


set a had precedent. "It would 
encourage other terrorist 
groups, such as the Shining 
Path, to do the same," he said 
in an interview published in the 
daily El Comcrrio. 

He noted such a demand for 
freedom could be made for 
Shining Path founder and 
leader Ahhnucl Guzman, who 
is serving a life sentence with- 
out parole at the same prison 
as Polay. 

The hostage crisis began 
Tuesday night when two dozen 
Tupac Amaru rebels seized 
hundreds of guests at a party at 
the Japanese ambassador's 
house. They have released near- 
ly 200 hostages, mostly women, 
but about 375 men still are be- 
ing held, the Red Cross said. 

The rebels’ main demand 
has been freedom for 300 of 
their jailed comrades. They 
also want transportation to a 
central jungle, a commitment to 
change the government’s free- 
marbet economic policy and the 
payment of an unspecified "war 
tax.” On Wednesday, they 
threatened to kill the hostages 
one by one until the government 
met their demands, but they lei 
that deadline pass with* no 
deaths and have not repeated 
the threat since. 


Harsh realities on (TaYP^^? 
the constitutional 



full range of 


Every night, accompanied by 
the dog, I nip out for a stroll, 
and have a quick look round to 
see if my neighbours have vio- 
lated the constitution. They al- 
ways have, usually on a colossal 
scale. The ground glistens with 
a fresh layer of shattered glass. 

Pew Russians are aware that 
every time they lob an empty 
vodka bottle into the boshes, or 
toss a cigarette packet out of the 
car Window, or throw a pot of 
rancid stew out of the window 
of their flat (a particular 
favourite round my way), they 
ought, legally speaking, to be in 
~ big trouble. 

We are not talking here 
about a piffling city by-law. 
Article 58 of the Constitution 
of the Russian Federation dear- 
ly states that Russians are 
“obliged to preserve nature 
and the environment”. 

I raise the question because 
the constitution has been on 
everyone’s mind here this past 
week. Or at least it ought to 
have been. Last weekend was 
cancelled: like the Monty 
Python parrot, it ceased to be. 
While Surrey was shopping and 
Sydney was s urfing . Russians (at 
least officially) were struggling 
into their offices and factories 
for the start of a seven-day 
working week, reviving memo- 
ries' of the Stalin era when the 
Soviet citizenry would be made 
to slave away non-stop to fulfil 
his five-year plans. 


DAY 


The source of this disruption 
goes back to Thursday of last 
week, a national public holiday. 
Knowing that the chances of a 
good turn-out after a day of 
eating and— more to the point 
- drinking, were slim, the au- 
thorities ‘gave • eveiyonp Fri- 
day off as welL 
was that SunjEsy-wair made 
into a workSB§*aay. Mean- 
while Saturday was already 
decreed a weekday in exchange 
for 3 July, election day, when 
the country was given a holiday 

Free speech 
withered on the 
vine around 
election time 


to encourage them to vole. 

Confcsed? Of course you 
are. So were the Russians. 
Some turned up forwork at the 
weekend; some did not And 
eveiyone seems to have bad a 
very vague idea of what it was 
that they were celebrating in the 
first place. Unlike Soviet times, 
not much happened; there were 
no grand parades of rockets and 
tanks through Red Square in 
front of the party bigwigs. 

In fact, Thursday was Con- 
stitution Day, marking the 
adoption of the constitution in 
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1 993. Taken literally, the docu- 
ment might be worth a small 
and cautious toast But, in prac- 
tice, it is little short of a joke, a 
document for more honoured in 
the breach than the pbservance. 

. For example, it grants Rus- 
sians tbfi right to ajiiiy trial, and 
to be considered innocent un- 
til proven guilty. Yet most de- 
fendants who appear in court 
• find themselves peering through 
the bars of a cage at a judge and 
two lay assessors: juries are be- 
ing experimented with, but only 
in nine of Russia’s 89 republics 
or regions. 

The constitution guarantees 
the right to free ho using and a 
pension. Tfell that to the thou- 
sands of people living on the 
streets, and the milli ons who 
have not received their pensions 
for months. Free speech is sup- 
posed to be protected, although 
it withered on the vine around 
election time, when the na- 
tional media made sure thai Mr 
Yeltsin’s Communist-led rivals 
got about as much access to the 
airwaves as Sinn Fein during 
Britain’s broadcasting ban. 

that would beuareason^^AF 
ter all, this is a young country, 
where the rule of law, let alone 
a respect in it. has yet to be es- 
tablished. As the shattered 
glass, and my dog's cut paws, 
make so unpleasantly dear. 

Phil Reeves I 
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Nordic bibers 
convicted for 
fatal shoot-out 

A Hell’s Angel and two 
members of affilated gangs 
were convicted yesterday 
for the shoot-out at 
Copenhagen international 
airport on 10 March, in which 
a member of the Bandidos 
gang was killed and 10 
others were injured. 

The jury convicted a 
second Hell’s AngeL but the 
court reversed the decision, 
saying there was insufficient 
evidence and opening the 
possibility of a new tnaL 
Two other bikers were also 

- acquitted. AP — Copenhagen 

Woman cleared 
of fratricide 

! ‘A’ woman who grew up 
fedieving she bad killed her 
baby brother when she was a 
toddler has been told by 
authorities re-examining the 
case that her stepfather killed 
the boy and framed her. 

Jan Barry Sandlin, 46, will 
face murder, aggravated 
assault and cruelty to children 


charges for the death of four- 
month-old Matthew Golder, 
m 1971. Mr Sandlin is to be 
extradited from Florida, 
where he is in prison for 
armed robbery. Tracy. Rhame 
believed for 25 years that she 
had thrown her brother from 
his crib. AP - Georgia 


Heart surgery 
for Marchais 

Georges Marchais, former 
head of the French 
Communist Party, has 
undergone coronaiy bypass 
surgery, French state radio, 
France Info, has reported. 

Mr Marchais, 76, was rushed 
into hospital on 1 1 December 
and briefly put in intensive 
care last week, party officials 

said.AP-Fbris 

Shanghai’s new 
£43m library 

Shanghai yesterday opened 
its new library, the third 
largest in Asia after Peking 
and Tokyo. The library, which 
cost 600m yuan (£43m), 
houses 40 million books. 
Reuters - Shanghai 


Swedish Nazi 
gold inquiry 

Sweden said yesterday that it 
would launch a formal 
investigation of allegations 
by the World Jewish Congress 
(WJC) that Nazi gold from 
the Second 'World had 
found its way into official 
Swedish bank vaults. 

The Riksbank, Sweden's 
central bank, said: “We have 
fonnd there is reason to carry 
out a fresh investigation of 
the bank's archives to 
discover if any light can be 
shed on the Rftsbank’s 
acquisition of so-called stolen 
gold." Reuters - Stockholm 

Belgian steel 
workers riot 

Hundreds of striking steel 
workers rioted in Tubize 
yesterday in protest over a 
European Union decision to 
block subsidies intended to 
rescue their ailing company. 
Workers from Forges dc 
Gabecq steel mill were angry 
about the order to pay bade 
700m francs (£13m) subsidies 
from the 'tifellonia regional 
gOvenwnenL AP - Brussels 
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Imre Karacs visits Nuremberg’s chocolate-box world 
of medieval markets set up for the festive season 


Festival of light Christmas markets spring up in every town, offering Germans the chance to shop among the trinkets 


Photograph: Si pa 


As if touched by pixie dust, Ger- 
man towns undergo a miracu- 
lous transformation this time of 
the year, sprouting pre-fob 
thatched cottages and ferns 
wheels in their midst, and en- 
veloping themselves in die aro- 
matic halo of mulled wine and 
the acrid smoke of sizzling 
BratwursL For a month, ail so- 
cial activities governed by the 
unremitting approach of die fes- 
tive season begin and end here 
- at the Christmas market on 
the main square of every ham- 
let in the land. 



Give a young person a Book Token 
and you’re launching them on a 
journey of discovery that could take 
them literally anywhere. 

Because what you’re really giving 
them is one of the most exciting and 
important gifts they’ll ever receive: 
the gift of reading . 

And by giving them a Book Token 
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In fact, you’re giving them a gift 
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And with over a million books 
currently in print and virtually every 
bookshop in the country selling and 
exchanging tokens (over 3000 at the 
last count!) that’s nor a bad choice. 

So light the blue touchpaper - by 
giving a Book Token. 


Book Tokens can be exchanged for any 
books, books on tape, or books on CD. 


Book Tokens 


S3 


THE GIFT OF 

READING 



VO_£) 


They are not so much a re- 
tail outlet as a way of life. Oth- 
er cultures may look upon their 
annual shopping foray as a 
chore, but to Germans Christ- 
mas offeis the perfect accuse for 
a leisurely stroll down memory 
lane, into a chocolate-box world 
of fairy tales and good home 
cooking. You will mid none of 
the pushing and shoving here 
that must be endured in the 
stores lining the adjacent 
streets. There is no eariy clos- 
ing, and even on Sundays the 
market stays open. The tradi- 
tion, dating back to the late 
Middle Ages, outranks more re- 
cent laws whfch impose a death- 
ly curfew on the high streets. 

This would not be Germany 
if ranking did not play an im- 
portant role in the Christmas 
market ethos. There is a rigid 
peeking order among towns, 
each vying for a slot in the na- 
tional league that defines their 
relative quality of life. The 
biggest dries try to put on the 
biggest markets, thus foiling 
miserably to recreate the charm 
and intimacy of their smaller 
competitors. 

At tihe apex of the hierarchy 
stands Nuremberg, its “Qirist- 
child market’' the grand-daddy 
of them all. Forget the Meis- 
tersinger and a couple of 
notable historical events in this 
ceatuiy - Nuremberg derives its 
greatest fame among Germans 
from the huts that cover the 
cobble-stone square in front of 
the town hall in December. It 
is not the biggest, but it is the 
oldest, going bade to 1559, and 
it boasts Germany’s staple 
Christmas sweet, the Num- 
berger Lebkuchen, which can 
only be bought and eaten dur- 
ing the festive season- For those 
of us addicted to this superior 
version of gingerbread, Christ- 
mas cannot come soon enough. 

There are dozens of varieties 
of Lebkuchen oq offer, at stalls 
run by Lebkuchen dynasties 
which guard their secret redpes 
and the family name as jealously 
as the great wine-makers of the 
Mosel. But that comes at the 
end of the tour. Visitors usually 
start at the kiosks selling a per- 
plexing range ofWuist available 
in all shapes and sizes, from 
Nuremberg’s celebrated small, 
spicy, variety, to the cucumber- 


shaped Krakauer catering for 
people with a higher tolerance 
for cholesterol. You can spend 
an afternoon crawling from 
eii sage -stand to sausage-stand, 
alighting in between at stalls seU- 
ing nothing but warm Glilhwein. 

Then it is time for Lebkuchen, 

though perhaps not before a 
glass or three of sickly sweet 
liqueur. 

Thus imbued with the spirit of 
the season, the hunt for presents 
can begin. This being an ancient 
market, the gifts on offer arc 
timeless, made mostly from 
wholesome German wood Fine 
■ as they mi g ht for Bus Ughtyear, 
the kids will be getting wooden « 
Hansels and Gretels, or the lit- 9 
tie drummer bay in day. Not one 
of dozens of stalls sells model 
train sets or -God forbid -com- 
puter games. There is wood 
everywhere, row upon row of 
brightly coloured, varnished fig- 
ures dangling from peg?. Far the 
grown-ups, there are gnomes 
and winged angels to adorn the 
garden, rocks and minerals for 
the mantlepiece, and books by 
the Grimm brothers for the 
shelves. Best-sellers, such as 
Daniel Goldhagen's infamous 
study of German war-time guilt, 
might just as well not exist 

The sound of the outside 
worid waits in occasionally, from 
the direction of the Belorussian 
fiddler in folk costume tor- 
menting his instrument and in- 
nocent passers-by, and from the 
muffled ting-a-lmg of “Jingle 
Bells" encased in a music box. 
Otherwise, one can almost imag- 
ine being back in 16th century 
Germany, standing somewhere 
near the spm where Hans Sachs, w 
the greatest Mestecsinger of all, 
cobbled his shoes together while 
practising his scales. 

As a business venture, the 
market is a disaster. Margins on 
the trinkets are slim, and the 
vendors are complaining this 
year, as they have done for 
centuries, that the punters flock 
to their mock half-timbered 
huts to browse, not to part with 
their money. Yet despite their 
whingemg, the stall-holders will 
be back next year, and in the 
years to come, for as long as 
Germans will cling to the old- 
fashioned idea that there is 
more to Christmas than extrav- 
agant presents and fat profits. 


Dismay over 
wilting of the 
Greens’ ideals 


Imre Karacs 


They were once the nice guys 
of German politics, wilting 
custodians of “flower power”, 
wedded to radical ideas about 
saving the planet. Now they 
stand accused by their own dis- 
affected members of the 
heinous crime of pursuing 
“pure power politics . 

-The charge was levelled 
against the Greens by their MP, 
VeraLe n grfeki, who defected to 
the Christian Democrats this 
week in disgust. She said the 
Greens were preparing to strike 
a Faustian pact with the post- 
Cbmmunists of eastern Ger- 
many, a move which she, a 
former East German dissident, 
found rep ugnan t 

It is a testament to the en- 
during legacy of their idealism 
that some Greens should be 
surprised by their party's single- 
minded attempt to enter gov- 
ernment. But in truth, Petra 
Kelly’s heirs long ago aban- 
doned any pretence of faying to 
change the world from the out- 
side and have inevitably been 
corrupted by the morsels of 
power picked up along the 
journey. 

The goal of "zero growth” - 
economic stagnation for the 

sake of the enviro nm ent -is but 
a distant memory, pacifism a 
hollow slogan. What remains of 
the original dream is the "four 
wheels bad, two wheels good” 
mantra, hostility to nuclear 
power, and the pledge to impose 
an “environmental tax” ooftieL 
Even these are subject to ne- 
gotiations, however. 

Of all the Greens’ recent 

relationship with industry^ 
the most striking. The party’s 
avowed aim is to form the gov- 
ernment with the Social De- 
mocrats after the next elections 
scheduled for 1998, a goal por- 



UnfaVthful followers: Petra 
Hefty’s heirs want power 

crayed by the current adminis- 
tration as a recipe for mass un- 
employment and recession. 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats have put 
out posters depicting factory 
machines covered in cobwebs, 
brought to a halt by a double- 
whammy of wa ge - infla ting Reds 
and Luddite Greens. 7b improve 
their image among blue-collar 
workers, the Greens have late- 
ly been courting the trade 
unions. 

So now it’s onwards and up- 
wards for the left? Not quite. 
Their problem remains that 
the sum total of votes cast for 
a Red-Green alliance is less than 
the two parties would score if 
they were not shackled ty the 
other. According to a poll pub- 
lished this week, the Greens 
would get about 14 per cent - 
twice what they gained in the 
last elections in 1994-while the 
Social Democrats would be 
supported by 35 percent of the 
voters. 

Thai would be enough to oust 
Mr Kohl, but real elections 
have shown that many Social 
Democrats are prepared to 
vote against their own party if 
that is whaijt takes to keep the 
environmentalists out of 
government 
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international 


Stars to net billions in copyright deal 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 

Tired but jubilant officials of 160 
nations yesterday agreed two 
far-reaching treaties on copy- 
right for the digital age, clear- 
ing the way for artists, writers 
and recording companies to 
earn billions of pounds a year 
by distributing their work on the 
Internet. 

The two treaties - on liter- 
ary and artistic work and on the 
rights of perform ere and pro- 


ducers -mark the first tnne the 
international community has 
agreed terms to protect copy- 
right for digitally transmitted 
material. 

The “cyperspace copyright” 
agreement, subject to the ap- 
proval of national govern- 
ments, was seen as the biggest 
advance in copyright law mice 
the Berne Convention on pub- 
lications, agreed last century. 

For the first time, recording 
artists will be protected when 
their material is distributed 


Robot man 
or just a 
doting dad? 
Will the real 
Alain Juppe 
stand up? 


I Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

The most hated man in France? 
The most unpopular prime 
minister since Edith Cresson? 
A lean and hungry politician of 
such cold efficiency as to mer- 
it the nickname “the walking 
computer”? 

| Not a bit of it. Alain Juppe, 
■ who has headed the French gov- 
j eminent forthe past 18 months, 

j is a sensitive soul who can sit 
happily for hours on the nurs- 
ery floor with his baby daugh- 
ter Gaza in his arms, in the 
j company of a large funy ele- 
phant and a menagerie of soft 
! toys. 

I He is “a husband passionately 

' in love" (with his wife); who en- 
1 joys nothing better than eating, 

1 drinking and travel and regrets 


only that he has so little time for 
reading and perhaps a little writ- 
ing. He dreams of 1998, when, 
with the Gaullists victorious in 
the parliamentary elections, he 
can holiday in Ireland for a spot 
of fishing or, on reflection, in the 
Greek islands that have been his 
paradise since his youth. 

This is Alain Jupp£- the Re- 
launch, as brought to disgrun- 
tled voters this Christmas 
courtesy of the magazine Hzrir- 
Match. the publisher. Nil, and 
of course MrJuppd. who, it ap- 
pears, has finally understood 
that he has a communication 
problem. 

From remote, compulsive 
technocrat, he has turned him- 
sclf in to a shy but blissfully hap- 
py family man whose single 
purpose as prime minister is to 
improve life for the French, and 


digitally, Jukka Uedes, the 

Finnish chairman of the talks, 

said. The protection is seen as 
necessary given that digital 
transmission allows for perfect 
copying. 

“Madonna wiH now have the 
possibility for the first time to 
make her works available on the 
"Internet and have her rights re- 
spected in the digital environ- 
ment,” he said. The recording 

industry believes the marin er for 

music on the Internet could be 
worth $2bn (£l-25bn) a year. 


EMI of Britain expressed 
satisfaction at the outcome of 
three weeks of exhausting ne- 
gotiations, under the sponsor- 
ship of the United Nations. 
“This is an excellent result,” a 
spokesman said- “'We have long 
wanted protection in the digital 
age. The treaties were aucraJ” 
Other so-called “rights hold- 
ers” - ranging from publishers 
to musicians- to software writers 
-were also pleased, pointing out 
that a new market could now 
develop for “pay-as-you go" 


entertainment, delivered to the 
home by computer. 

A third treaty, which had 
been drafted to cover databas- 
es, was dropped when it became 
dear no consensus could be 
reached. 

Several negotiators said the 
proposals would have seen 
copyright protection extended 
to facts, and not just expression 
- marking a radical and unde- 
sirable shift in copyright law. 
Had the third treaty been 
passed, they argued, databases 


such as soccer league statistics 
and stock prices would have 
been included. 

Negotiators also dropped a 
controversial draft section that 
would have made online Inter- 
net service providers response ’ 
ble for copyright violations even * 
when computer users merely 
“surfed” the Internel^irfing 1 
requires the transnoiylwpymg ’ 
of information, even if the user . 
does not. m the cod, seek access i 
to it 

Sendee providers such as 


America Online and Microsoft 
furiously lobbied the US gov- 
ernment to seek the removal of 
the offending clause, worried 
that they could be exposed to 
muhHauion-dollar claims by 
publishers and artists. 

“So far so good," said Peter 
Harter of the Lofbnnauon Tfech- 
nology Association oL&merica, 
a trade association . 1 “We’ve 
dooealotofgoodhcrefor the 
Internet." 

The talks bad been forced to 
a conclusion by the setting of 
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Jupp6 and Hyde: The Prime Minister, who has had a course of HeMoJ-type tre a tment to make him more amenable to the disHlusioned French public 


especially the next generation. 

The seven-page Pons-Match 
feature, which appeared yes- 
terday, shows Mr Juppe in 
many unaccustomed guises. As 
well as in the nursery, pho- 
tographs depict him en famiile 
beside the Christmas tree, in his 
office with Clara (one hand in 
his daughter's, one on his papas 
and pens), and depositing a kiss 
on his wife’s hand during the 
soup course at a Bordeaux 
restaurant. 

In the accompanying inter- 
view, he (and Pom-Match) go 
out of their way to present him 


as the opposite of his public im- 
age. 

Heartless technocrat from 
the elite? “I was very unhappy 
at ENA [the elite school for ad- 
ministrators] ... I came from a 
very modest background.” A 
computer brain? 

He had a teacher who kept 
telling him how intelligent he 
was but he veered towards the 
arts and classics, not to maths 
and science, and was no good 
at philosophy. 

Arrogant and thoughtless? 
Well, maybe, but only by mis- 
take. He admits that describing 


the giant state firm Thomson as 
worth “only one franc" and 
the dvil service as having “plen- 
ty of fat on it” were damag ing 
public-relations gaffes. 

But, in a passage of vintage 
Juppd, be also asks whether 
“communication skills” would 
solve everything. 

“When you have to do some- 
thing un pleasan t and diffic ult, 
you can apply as many com- 
munications skills as you want, 
but people will still find it dif- 
ficult to accept It's far harder 
to accept a nse in VAT than a 
fall, however well you commu- 


nicate it” The previous day, the 
Nil publishing house, a reliable 

establishment recommended, 

Mr Juppd says, by his friend. 
President Jacques Chirac, re- 
leased his slim volume of inti- 
mate self-justification. Between 
Ourselves. It is in a similar vein 
to the Paris-Match interview, but 
with considerably more politics. 

The dedication, for instance, 
is not as might have been ex- 
pected from the Rnis-Match 
performance, to his wife and 
daughter, nor yet to the next 
generation of France, but to 
“each of his ministers” for the 


“quality and strength of their 
co mmi tment at my side". The 
message is: “Anyone who says 
the team is weak and divided 
and I'm not a team player could 
not be further from the truth.” 

Paradoxically, Juppe Mark □ 
appears just as the French 
seemed to have grudgingly rec- 
onciled themselves to Juppe 
Mark I. Mr Chirac has twice re- 
cently given his prime minister 
his support, the worst of the 
year’s industrial unrest seems to 
be over, and Mr Jupp 6 ’s poll rat- 
ings had finally edged up a 
fraction. 


yesterday’s deadline. The 800 
delegates will now return home, 
as the long process of national 
ratification begins. 

■ A senior Iranian cleric 
called for restricting Internet 
access. “It should be limited lo 
research and scientific cen- 
tres,” Ayatollah Ahmad Jan- 
nati said in a sermon at Tehran 
University. “Beyond that, it is 
poison fed to people.” Iran’s 
10 , 000 -plus subscribers must 
already pledge not to access 
“un-lslamic” information. 


‘Black’ 

English 

gains 

California 

credence 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

In whai some bail as an over- 
due move lo help Afro-Amer- 
ican students, but which others 
denounce as political correct- 
ness run amok, a Californian 
city is for the first time to 
recognise “black English” as a 
separate language, and seek 
bilingual educational help for 
siudems who speak it. 

The benchmark decision by 
the school board of Oakland, 
near San Francisco, is aimed at 
enabling black students to make 
the transition in a “culturally sen- 
sitive” way to standard English. 

In effect, the recommendation 
acknowledges black English - or 
"Ebonic” - as being linked lo a 
separate culture. Some say its 
syntax can be traced back to Af- 
rica; peculiarities include unusual 
forms of the verb “lo be”, and 
idiosyncratic use of “gone" and 
“done" as auxiliary verbs. 

Defenders of the scheme say 
that pilot projects involving 100 
Oakland teachers have produced 
big improvements in language 
skills among African American 
students. But its foes insist it will 
only make a bad situation worse. 

“The idea of treating little 
black kids as bilingual is an ab- 
omination,” Professor John Mc- 
Whorter of Berkeley University 
told the Oakland Tribune , “I say 
that as a black linguist. This is 
political correctness gone awry.” 


OTf i 

du 


Nuvis 



Sicily Christinas 
and a 

J happy .'\uvis \ car 


r- 4 



fjikom 




Vwir cameras feature Nikon V nen latest Advanced Photo System 
in-haolcgt. u'hich together uilh Nikon's legendary optics, makes it 
incredibly assy and more enjoyable la take great picture s. 

Staling at just £ 129.99 . the Mans mtrodurlorp kit mc/udes 
camera, case, JUm and batteries - all in smart gift parking. 


Want to know more about . Virm and how to claim your £25? 
Your nearest participating dealer has details note. 

For further information on the powerful Nmris 
compacts and other Nikon products, telephone 
our Brochure Line 0800 230 220. 
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LOTTERY RESULTS, ©HART NEWS 
& PREMDERSHIP RESULTS. 
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NEC 

VodaZap! pacers are available at 
A5TEC Buzz Shops, London Cab 
Telephones, Peoples Phone Stores, 
Pinnacle, Talklanb, Vodafone 
Centres, selected Boots and 
WH Smiths a other leading mobile 
phone shops. Calls to VodaZapI 
PACERS COST 50P/UINUTE DAYTIME 
(8au-£pm Mon-Fri), 45p/minute at 
ALL OTHER TIMES. CALLS HADE USING 
PAYPHONES. PKONSCARDS. MOBILE 
PHONES AND OTHER NETWORKS ARE 
SURJECT TO NETWORK AVAILABILITY AND 
THE PREVAILING RATES FOB 
THOSE NETWORKS. 
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Ho Ho Ho 



A VodaZap! only costs 
£ 89 . 95 . F ° r that you can 
receive messages from 
friends and family 
wherever you are in the 
UK. There’s no monthly 
fees, no charge to 
receive messages and 
no contract. With the 
Lottery results, the top 
5 singles and albums, 
music gossip from 
the Ministry of Sound 
and the English and. 
Scottish premiership 
results, it all adds up 
to good news. Unless in 
this instance you’re 
a Manchester United 
supporter. 
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Professor 
Carl Sagan 


In 1994. Carl Sagan was pre- 


sented with the Public Welfare 
Medal, the highest award of the 
US National Academy of Sci- 
ences. The citation rightly 
claimed that “No one has ever 
succeeded in conveying the 
wonder, excitement and joy of 
science as widely as Carl Sagan 
and few as well". Such skills are 
tare in any individual, yet Sagan 
was also a professional as- 
tronomer who carried out im- 
portant research in planetary 
science - inspiring mill ions with 
his writings and broadcasts was 
just one of his many talents. 

Carl Sagan had already de- 
cided to be an astronomer by 
the age of 13. Having told his 
grandfather of his choice of ca- 
reer, the response was “Yes, yes, 
but how will you make your liv- 
ing?" Sagan once said that one 
of the greatest moments of his 
life was when he was told by his 
high school biology teacher 
that there were people 
who were actually paid to do 
astronomy. 

Suitably inspired he went on 
to obtain his PhD from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago in 1960 and 
taught at the University of Cal- 
ifornia at Berkeley, Harvard and 
the Smithsonian Astro physical 
Observatory before taking a 
position at Cornell in 1968. 

A recurring theme in his re- 
search was the origin of life. Fol- 
lowing on from the laboratory 
experiments of Stanley Miller 
and Harold Urey, Sagan and his 
colleagues showed that it was 
relatively easy to produce 
amino acids, the building Modes 
of life, by exposing mixtures of 
methane, ammonia, water and* 
hydrogen sulphide to long- 
wavclength ultraviolet light 

This work continued under 
Sagan’s directorship of the Lab- 
oratory of Planetary Studies at 
Cornell. He also worked on 
studies of the surface of Mare 


and Venus, and he was an ac- 
tive participant in the highly suc- 
cessful Mariner, Viking and 
Meager missions which sent ro- 
bot spacecraft to explore the 
planets. In 1976 Sagan was ap- 
pointed David Duncan Profes- 
sor of Astronomy and Space 
Sciences, and from 196a to 
1979 be was Editor-in-Chief of 
Icarus, the International Jour- 


nal of Solar System Studies, 
tinea at Co 


Sagan remained at Cornell for 
the rest of his life and his pres- 
ence there enhanced the uni- 
versity’s reputation as one of 
the leading centres for planetary 
research m the world. 

A vociferous proponent of 
the Search for Extraterrestrial 
Intelligence (Seti), an experi- 
ment originally funded by Nasa 
to locale radio signals from 
other civilisations in outer 
space, Sagan investigated the 
practicalities of conveying in- 
formation about ourselves to 
other intelligent beings- In 1977, 
he became the driving force be- 
hind a project to prepare a disk 
of recorded material for at- 
tachment to each of the two 
\foyager spacecraft due to reach 
inter stellar space foDowing their 
exploration of the outer solar 
system. 

The project, detailed in the 
book Murmurs of Earth (1978), 
provided an opportunity to con- 
vey the essence of our own civil- 
isation to others. As well as 1 18 

photographs and greetings in al- 
most 60 languages, the disk 
contained 90 minutes of music 
selected from around the world 

encompassing many cultures 
and traditions (“I would send 
the complete works of Johann 
Sebastian Bach," remarked a 
biologist, “but that would be 
boasting") 

In 1978 Sagan won a Pulitzer 
Prize for his book The Dragons 
of Eden: speculations on the 
evolution of human intelligence. 



Tbe stow, deSberate voice of reason: 


Sagan's 13-part television series on astronomy; Cosmos (1980), to est ima ted to have been seen by almost 10 par cent of the world's population 


Photograph; AP 


Other books indude Broca's 
Brain (1979), Comet (1986) and 
Shadows of Forgotten Ances- 
tors (1993), these last two with 
his third wife. Arm Druyan, as 
co-author. He also wrote a nov- 
el, Contact (1985). However, to 
the general public he will be 
best-remembered for Cosmos 
(1980), an ambitious book and 
13-part television series on as- 
tronomy which highlighted the 
efforts of those people through- 
out histoiy who have tried to 
make sense of the universe. It 
is estimated that the series has 
been seen by almost 10 per cent 
of the worid's population and it 
justifiably earned Sagan many 
accolades and awards. 

Sagan made frequent televi- 


sion appearances and with his 
slow, deliberate voice of reason, 
he became an articulate 
spokesman for astronomy and 
science, often espousing the 
cause of rational scientific ar- 
gument and debate in the face 
of a tide of pseudo-science and 
superstition. He returned to 
this theme in his final book. De- 
mon Haunted World (1996). He 
believed that all scientists 
should be capable of describing 
their work in terms that were 
understandable to the general 
public and furthermore that 
they had a duty to do so. 

Ironically, something he had 
in common with many profes- 
sional scientists who undertake 
to make complex concepts 


more accessible to the public, 
his ability to popularise his own 
subject Ira some astronomers to 
doubt his credentials as a work- 
ing scientist However, even 
though tbe publicity resulting 
from Cosmos made it difficult 
for him to return to his normal 
dnties at Cornell, he continued 
to produce important contri- 
butions to planetary science on 
a wide range of subjects. 

One of his most influential 
(with Richard lUrco, 
i Tbon, Thomas Ackerman 
and James Pollack - the Ttaps 
group) introduced the concept 
of nudear winter, whereby tbe 
fires resulting from a ther- 
monuclear war would inject 
fine smoke particles into the 


Earth’s atmosphere, trigger a 
global ice age and cause the col- 
lapse of agriculture: there could 
be no winners of such a war. 
With supporting evidence from 
the dust forms on Mare and the 
subsequent verification of tbe 
concept using computer mod- 
els, Sagan speculated that per- 
haps the prospect of nuclear 
winter had played a constructive 
rale in convincing nations of the 
futility of nudear war. 

Sagan was fond of pointing 
out that we are lnrinz at a 


unique point m our 
when, in the course of a few gen- 
erations, humans have taken the 
first steps beyond their home 
planet to explore the solar sys- 
tem. He delighted in tbe feet 


that he was alive at this excit- 
ing time and he drew parallels 
with a previous age of discov- 
ery in the 15th and 16th cen- 
turies. The title of his 
penultimate book; Pale Blue 
Dot (1994), refers to tbe in- 
significant appearance of Earth 
as viewed from deep inter- 
planetary space; in it he looked 
forward to an era when future 
generations will have escaped 
self-destruction and natural cat- 
astrophes to move beyond the 
confines of Earth. He finished 
the book with these words: 


tentia] an* was, how perilous our in- 


fancy, how humble our be ginning s, I 


how many rivers we bad to cross 
before we found our way. 


If we do manage to find our | 
way, it will be thanks to the ef- 
forts of Carl Sagan. The in- 
habitants of the blue dot mourn 
his departure. 

Carl Murray 


They ww gaze up and strain to find 
the blue dot in their tides. They wfl] 
love it no less for its obscurity and 
fragility. They will marvel at how vul- 
nerable the repository of all our po- 


Caii Sagan , astronomer and 
writer bom Brooklyn. New )brk j 

9 November 1934; David Dm- j 
can Professor of Astronomy and ; 
Space Science, Cornell Univer- i 
sity 1976-96; married first Lynn ! 
MarguUs, second Linda SaJaman ! 
(three sons), third 1981 Am I 
Druyan (one son, one daughter); ' 
died Seattle 20 December 1996. | 


Konrad Fischer 


Konrad Fischer was one of the 
most innovative and influential 
art dealers of his generation. 

Bom in Dusseldorf in 1939, 
he attended the Dusseldorf Art 
Academy from I95S to 1962. In 
1963, exhibiting under bis moth- 
er’s maiden name of Lueg, he 
collaborated with his fellow 
students Sigmar Folks and Ger- 
hard Richter to found a new 
movement. “Capitalist Real- 
ism", a European strain of Fop 
Art and an ironic reflection of 
the material world of the nasoent 
German economic miracle. 

Polke and Richter went on to 
develop international reputa- 
tions as conceptual painieis; Fis- 
cher, with his feeling for art and 
artists, became no less influen- 
tial, but as an agent for artists. 
It was the legendary dealer and 
representative of Joseph Beuys, 
Alfred Schmela, who having 
shown Lueg's work in 1963 en- 
couraged him to start a second 
gallery for young people. 

This joint project did not 
work out, but in 1967 Fischer 
developed his own concept for 
a gallery. His idea was startling 
in its simplicity but established 
a completely new approach to 
exhibiting contemporary art. 
not only in other galleries, but 
also in exhibition halls and mu- 
seums across Europe and even- 
tually America. 

Carl Andre, the first artist to 


show at Konrad Fischer’s 
gallery, in October 1967, has 
written of the experience: 
Konrad did not have enough mon- 
ey to pay for the shipping and in- 
surance of any art wont so he sent 
me the cheapest New Yoik/DusseF 
dorf Lufthansa ticket. [He also] did 
not have enough money to rent a 


proper gallery space so he tookadis- 
aUey that 


used 


ran like a tunnel 
_ i a tenement block in tbftAIt- 
stadt,~b locked both ends with glass 
doors, and wired fluorescent lights 
from end to end overhead. When I 
arrived he banded me a brush and a 
can of paint and said "Carl, the soon- 
er you paint tbe Soar, tbe sooner you 
can install your work." 

Andre tore up tbe plans that 
he had made in New York and 
proceeded to make a new work 
devised specially for the scale 
and configuration of Fischer’s 
gallery. This principle of mov- 
ing the artist, rather than the 
work of art. reflected a con- 
temporary interest in concept as 
much as object and was soon 
widely adopted as a model, as 
was Fischer’s custom of an- 


nouncing his exhibitions by 
>f! 


means of a simple postcard. 

Fischer followed Andre’s 
exhibition with the first Euro- 
pean exhibitions for the Amer- 
icans Richard Artscbwager, Sol 
LcWitt, Bruce Naum an and 
Robert Ryman. and the first one- 
person exhibitions anywhere 
tor Hanne Darboven, On Kaw- 
ara and the British artists Rkh- 


ard Long Hamish Fulton, Bruce 
McLean and Gilbert and George. 

Within the space of two years 
Fischer’s gallery became one of 
the two or three most im portant 
places to see new developments 
m contemporary art It provid- 
ed a forcing ground for the 
artists and the ideas that dom- 
inated the avant-garde agenda 
and the international exhibitions 
of the period, inducting “When 
Attitudes Become Form” in 
Bern in 1968, the annua] s 
erics of “Prospect” exhibitions 
held in Dfrsseldoif from 1968 
and culminating in Harald 
Szee man's “Documenta 5" at 
Kassel in 1972. 

In the 1970s Fischer became 
the most influential figure in a 
group of European galleries 
that indnded Wide White 
Space in Antwerp. Art and 
Project in Amsterdam, Heiner 
Friedrich in Munich and the Lis- 
son Gallery in London, contin- 
uing to show minimal and 
conceptual art and the work of 
the Italian Arte Povera artists 
such as Mario Metz and Iannis 
Kounellis. But his influence 
grew from his dose association 
with artists and the significance 
of the particular exhibitions 
that they made in his gallery 
rather than through his success 
as a merchant 

Fischer's primary goal was 
not to act as a salesman but as 


he put it, “to keep the family in- 
formed”. Andre's account dis- 
closes Fischer’s instinctive 
sympathy for the mind and the 
strategy of the artist This was 
repaid by the loyalty which 
artists displayed when they 
came underpressure to show in 
more successful commercial 
galleries in the late Seventies 
and early Eighties. 

Time and again artists would 
reserve their best work or efforts 
for a show at Fischer’s, from 
where the work would be 
bought by discerning collec- 
tors or other dealers who would 
subsequently present it in their 
own “general stores", as Fisch- 
er described those commercial 
galleries with no sense of dedi- 
cation to a group or a genera- 
tion. In the mid-Eighties Fischer 
renewed his commitment to 
the principle of working with 
emerging artists, embracing 
and promoting a younger gen- 
eration of sculptors, inducting 
Scbutte. Mucha, and KlingeF 
holler from Dusseldorf, as well 
as Tony Cragg and Juan Munoz. 
For 30 years Fischer was a 


gram, Holland and the Rhein- 
land rather than drinking cham- 
pagne with the international 
collectors who emerged in the 
Eighties and Nineties. 

Konrad Fischer was shrewd 
and self-deprecating with an 
ironic sense of humour. He 
had a special relationship with 
British ait and regulaify showed 
the work of Hamish Fulton and 
Alan Chariton as well as Richard 
Long. Gilbert and George and 
Tony Cragg. Dorothee, hk wife 
and then tas workingpartner for 
nearly 30 years, continues to run 
the gallery in DOsseldorL a role 
whidi became even more sig- 
nificant as Fischer fought the 
cancer which brought his early 
death. 

Nicholas Serota 



Fischer rncompromising 


presence at every important 
in tne 


exhibition opening in the Eu- 
ropean art world. Understated 
and relaxed in contrast to his ea- 


ger competitors, he could be 


mpany 

of artists or a small group erf dis- 
criminating collectors from BeP 


If art dealers have always been 
fascinating, that delicious com- 
bination of large sums ofnxra- 
ey and larger cultural erudition, 
in the 20th century they are nigh 
totemic figures, writes Adrian 
Daimatt The more hermetic or 
enigmatic art becomes the more 
crucial the gallerisL 
Konrad Fischer was the ide- 
al modem dealer, absolutely un- 
compromising in his tastes, 
completely committed to actu- 
al art rather than anecdotal 
pseudo-biography or associative 
glamour, and just as impor- 
tantly, awfully good at sel 


With his gallery in Dusseldorf 
for nearly 30 years, Fischer was 
amongst the handful of figures 
who made post-war Germany a 
universally envied haven for 
contemporary art, responsible 
for a generation of enlightened 
collectors, generous museums 
and local KunsthaUes. 

Konrad Fischer made you 
feel you should stick to your 
guns and carry on with, what you 
wanted to do: it wasn’t about 
money, it was about art. Fiscfa- 
erwas totally independent, to- 
tally about tbe art. He focused 
on the art and the artists and 
couldn’t give a rat’s ass about 
the public. 


Konrad Fischer^ artist and art 
dealer ban Dusseldorf 1939; 
married 1964 Dorothee Ranke; 
died Dusseldorf 24 November 
1996. 


Raphael Samuel 


Gareth -Stedman Jones's obit- 
uary of Raphael Samuel [11 De- 
cember] captures well his 
energy, passion and commit- 
ment, writes Keith FletL He is 
less dear about tbe political 
trajectory of Samuel’s histoiy. 

While Samuel was a youth- 
ful member of the Communist 
Party Historians Group before 
1956 his histoiy was very much 
aproductof the new left, and the 
events of 1968 in particular. He 
was arguably the moving force 
behind histoiy from below in 
Britain - the attempt to capture 
the history of the fives of ordi- 
nary working people and then- 
political movements. 

He never gave up or became 


disillusioned, but he did move 
from socialist histoiy, through 
histoiy from below to people's 
histoiy. He saw people’s histo- 
ry, primarily of culture, cultur- 
al ejects and artefacts, as being 
a genuinely democratic history 
open to alL Undeniably true in 
one sense, in another it some- 
times lacked a cutting edge. I 
remember once, at the Bish- 
apsgate Institute, coming across 
Raphael studying intently The 
British Book of Hit Pop Singles. 
The products of such researdies 
made brilliant journalism, but 
not always satisfactory histoiy. 

Even so socialist history will 
be much the poorer without 
Raphael Samuel. 


i 


Brigadier Robert Daniell 


The obituary of Brigadier 
Robert Daniell [by William de 
Segunda,I9 December] contains 
four references to Rommel’s 
operating. Mark VI tanks in 
North Africa between April and 
Jtme 1942, writes David Bartlett. 

Hie Panzer Mark VI Ausf.E 
(Tiger I) first appeared on the 
battlefield in tbe .Leningrad 
area in August 1942and did not 
anive in Tunisia until later in the 
year. The tanks referred to are 
more Hkely to have been the up- 
gunned Panzer Mark IV 
AustF2 and Ausf.G (known to 


tbe British as Mark TV spe- 
cials). These tanks were fitted 
with the long-barrelled 75cm 
KwK 1/43 and were available 
from March 1942 and May 
1942 respectively. 

It was also reported that 
Daniell’s 8cwt truck had its 
wheels blown away by an 88mm 
machine gun. The 7.92mm ma- 
chine gun was the largest cali- 
bre in use by the Afrika Korps: 
the 88mm is the calibre of the 
mam gun on the Tiger tank 
and the highly effective anti- 
aircraft/anti-tank gun. 


Births, 



BIRTHS 

&RIKMAN; Ti» Julia ibJ YuvaL a 
daughter, Naomi Beatrice, on In 
December lWfi. 

THIMONT JACK: On 11 October, in 
Ann Thimont and Stephen Jack, a 
liaujiblcT, Ivibcl Katherine, a ms ter 
Kir Helen and Madeleine. 


DEATHS 

HILL: Prufcvux Dome Elizabeth dted 
IT Dctvmbcr, aged 9n. Funeral ser- 
vice i*n 31 December. Ufcun. at the 
Russian Oitbudnv Cathedral. En- 
niumrc Gardens, Lrodua SW7. In- 
terment at tiraneheMcr Church at 
:pm 


i for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adaptions. Marriages, Deaths, Memo* 

' mvih r i .Wcddtnean atiu 'Mirto.ln 


MoMrtaa) should be seal In writing 

to tbe Gazette EdttocThr Independent, 


1 Canada Square, Cunr? WbazLloa- 

5Dl.Uk 


don EM 5DI, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 llWmor uncriBi machine 
0171-24.1 20121 or foxed la 0171-293 
2010 . and wrr charged at COSO a Uac 
(\AT rami. OTHER Gazette aa- 
a uitrf ats loodcCT. to ctlora, Forth- 
coating wan ta g e s Marriages) must be 
tahatimd in writing (ar Cued I and are 
charged at £IQ a line, VAT etira. The? 
sho uld be accompanied by a daytime 
telephone number 


Changing tf the Guard 
TODAY: Thr H>niwhi<UC'.njIi} Mutini- 
ed Kryimcni mmmrs ihc Queen's Lite 
r,u.ird M Done Guards, I Mm. TO- 
MORROW: The Huuschntd Cjvulrv 
Mntntnl Rcgntion mount* the (Juan's 
Life l.iurd .■! llenc Garni*, llfcun. 1st 
UatlJu-n the Ri-sal Rt.jjim.-ni i<( WjJes 
m.soiut the Queen's Chut it j| Baching, 
ham ftdore. I Li cutl hmd pruvitfcdbv the 
Gnaadarr GturiU 


Birthdays 

TODAt Mr Alexander Bennett, for- 
mer chairman, Whitbread and Ca R3; 
Air Commandant Dame Jean 
Biumcr, former Director, WRAF. S4; 
Mr Basil Collins, former chairman. 
Nabisco. 73: Mrs Chris Evert -Lloyd, 
tennis champion. 42; Miss Jane Fon- 
da, actress, 59; Sir James HiB MR TO: 
Mr Peter Johnson, Headmaster. 
Melon College, -W; Sir Frederick 
Lawton, former Appeal Court judge. 
85; Mr Albert Lee, rock guitarist, 53: 
Mr Geoff Lewis, horse-racing train- 
er, 61: Mr Wyralham Milligan, for- 
mer Principal. Wobcy Hah, Oxford. 
89; Sir John Nabarro. consultant 
physician, 81; Mr Steve Penyman. 
foothaQer, -IS; Mr Anthony Powell, 
novelist. 91; Mr John Qitavle, actor. 
58; Sir John Quinton, former chair- 
man. Barclays Bank. b7; Fir U 
William Reid VC 75; Mr Thomas 
Robinson, former president, DRG. 
84: Brigadier Vfera Rooke. farmer di- 
rector. Army Nuidng Services, Tf Mr 
Writer SpanghCK*. rugby player, 53; 
Mr GicriDc Starkey, former jockey. 
57: Mr Michael Tihcm Thomas, con- 
ductor, 52; Mi Peter Tamtewood, 
playwright, fob. Mr CVril Townsend 
MP, 59; Mr Doug Wtirers. cricketer, 
SI: Mr Alan WdKams MP, 51; Mr 
Carl Wilson, rock guitarist. 5ft Pro- 
lessor Robert Worcester, chairman. 
Market Hi Opinion Research In- 
ternational, 63. 


of Constabulary, hi Mr Chris Old. 
runner E n g l and cricketer, 4S; The 
Rev Lord Sandford. former govern- 
ment minister, ?te Lord Stott, former 
Senator of the College of Justice in 
Scotland. $7; The Duke of West- 
minster. Chancellor, Manchester 
Metropolitan L'niversin. -J5; Mr Ken 
Whitmore, playwright.’ 57: Sir Pere- 
grine Worsthomc. journalist. 73. 


Anniversaries 


TOMORROW: Air Chief Marshal Sir 
John Aiken, 75; Lady Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare, scientist. 51 
Sir Doyglas Blown. High Court 
judge. h5: Mr Robin Corbett MP. 62; 
Viscount Davidson, former covem- 
mem whip, 6S; Mr Noel Edmonds, 
television presenter, 4S; Mr Maurice 
Gfcb. singer, or (he Bee Gees. 47; Mr 
Robui Gibb, singer, of the Bee Gees, 
Miss Patricia Hayes, actress. S7; 
Mrs Karin Jonren, sculp ror. Si Dr 
Judith McClure, Headmistress. St 
George's School. Edinburgh. 51; Sir 
Trefur Morris, HM Chief Inspector 


TODAY: Births: Thomas a Bucket, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 1118; 
Masaccio (Tommaso di Giovanni), 
painter. 1401; Jean Racine, play- 
wright. lfa». Benjamin Disraeli, first 
Earl of Beaconsficld, writer and 
sta tes man. ISM; Josef Vissarionovich 
Dzhugashvili (Joseph Stalin). Son- 
et leader, 187% Frank Hampsoo, cre- 
ator of "Dan Dare". 1918. Deaths: 
Giovanni Boccaccio, author. 1375: 
Francis Scot! Key Fitzgerald, novel- 
ist, IWt General George Smith 
Patton, military leader, 1945: Lion 
Fenchrwangcr.' novelist and play- 
wright 1958; Sir (Jack) John Berry 
Hobb'y cricketer. 1963. Qu this day; 
the Pilgrim Fathers landed at Ply- 
mouth Rock in North America. 
Ib20; anaesthetics were used for 
the firsf time in Britain. IS46: 
C /urin s was first performed. 

18K!; ibe P.?n of London Authority 
was inaugurated, J90S; ibc first 
orarawrd puzzle fo a ncuspapenvas 
published, by the New Vvk HbrW 
U: General Charles de GauDe was 
elected president ot the French Fifth 
RrauMc. 195& the Best flight of Man 
around the moc-n took place when 
■ipoUD S was launched. 1 Today 
w the Feast Day of St Aaaslasiis fl 
of Ancnch. Si Gljccrius. St John Vin- 
cem. St Peter Conisius and Saints 
Themistodes and Dioscosus. 


Rutherford"), novelist, 1U3I; John 
Nevil Maskelyne, stage magician, 
1839: Giacomo Anlonro Domenico 
Michele Secondo Maria Puccini, 
composer, 1858; Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, poet. 1869: Edgard (Edgar 
Victor Achillc -Charles ) Varfcsc, com- 
poser, 1883: Alan Dudley Bush, 
composer, conductor and pianist, 
1900. Deaths: Giovanni Francesco 
Barbieri (Guerooo), painter. 1666; 
George Eliot (Maty Ann Evans), 
novelist. 1SSQ; Nathanael West 
(Nathan Wallenstein Weinstein), 
novelist. 1940: Helen Beatrix Hitter, 
author and artist, 1943; Richard 
Frederick Dimblchy, broadcaster. 
196S: David Pfenhaiigon MP. killed in 
a car accident 1986; Lord (Ted) 
WlQjs, playwright, politician and au- 
thor. 1992. On this day: James Stu- 
art. the Okl Pretender, landed at 
Pel er head. 17L5; the Gist pantomime 
in England was staged, 171b: the Min- 
istry of Pensions was first set up, 1916: 
Southern Rhodesia left the Com- 
monwcalih, 1966; Kurt Waldheim was 
elected UN ScCrcUiyOencraL 1971; 
a Pan American jumbo jet crashed 
on Lockerbie in Scotland, killing all 
259 passengers and crew, aad 1 1 petv- 
ple on the ground. 1988L Tbtnomm 
is the Feast DayofSiChaeremonand 

Others. Si Flavian of Tuscany. St Is- 
chyrion and Si Zeno. 


Lectures 


TODAY 


National Gallery: Richard Slemp, 
“Christmas (iii): Pittoni, 77 k* A fatfr- 


TOMORROW: Births: Jeaa-Hcmi 
ftibro, naturalist, 1823; Charles Stu- 
art Culver Icy. poet and parodist. 
1831: William Hale While l “Mart 


tty with God the Father and the Holy 
Ghost". 12pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradburv, 
"Tun gram- inspired Flights of Erincv", 
l pm. 

British Museum: Pe nn y Willis. “The 
Nativity fo Medieval .Art", 1.15pm. 

TOMORROW 


Tfcie Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Ait amongst the Christmas 
Baubles", 2J0pnL 


Why I won’t celebrate Christmas 


I attend a Christmas party. A choir of 
cherub-faced undergraduates sing of a vir- 
gin and her baby boy. I am embarrassed, 
ill at ease. They invite requests. A woman 
- whose company I have been enjoying - 
calls out: “The Holly wears the Crown", 
correcting herself to “The Holly and the 
Ivy". Sotio voce another woman says 
“nice pagan carol!" Overhearing the ex- 
change. a most senior (male) member of 
the university, a scholar of the pagan an- 
cient world, twinkles. I absorb the scene. 

The Christmas stray of course lacks any 
basis. In his customary zest to prove that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the author of 
Matthew's Gospel cites Isaiah 7 . But 
while the Greek Old Testament, in a mis- 
translation, says “virgin’’, the original 
Hebrew has no such connotation. 

This is not a harmless myth. Young chil- 
dren will, this Christmas again, enact na- 
tivity scenes. There are shepherds, wise . 
men. an innkeeper, a father. Only one 
woman is present, and she qua mother. 
Each year a baby boy is bora. An Angli- 
can priest tells me his eight-year-old 
daughter enquired: '’Daddy, did God 
have a daughter"?’’ 

The male myth forms the lynchpm of 
a complex sexual symbolism, in which the 
female represents the secondary, subor- 
dinate term. Thus Mary, who represents 
humanity, is “female** in relation to a 
“maIe”God . Likewise the Church, or the 
people of Israel (who sin and go astray), 
is cast as “female”. Letting Mary stand for 
humanity, the Protestant Karl Barth 
speaks of “this non-willing, non-achieving, 
non-creauve, non-sovereign, merely ready, 
merely receptive, virgin h uman being". 

Indeed, the Christmas story exaggerates 
Gods “maJeness”. The Catholic thcolo- 


faith^n 


reason 


Daphne Hampson, author of 
After Christianity and Senior 
Lecturer in Divinity at St 
Andrews University, explains 
why she will not be joining in 
the festivities next week. 


gian Michael Schmaus writes: “What is 
otherwise achieved through the action of 
a male, was done to Mary by God’s 
omnipotence.” God and- Mary become 
a fertile couple, who conceive a child 
long-distance. Mary is humble - and obe- 
dienL It is a male father-son genealogy, 
in which woman forms the necessary 
intermediary. 

Doubtless it comforts men. God is fa- 
ther, while the mother is wholly present 
for the boy child, the actual father off the 
scene. In Christian symbolism woman is 
never portrayed as the equal of man. You 
don't see Mary with her mouth open, talk- 
ing or laughing, a sexual being who desires 
her husband. 

It may weD be that, in his religion, man 
’Mores what he namw his “feminine” 
In his imagination he regains the 


mother; or else attains to a mystical one- 
ness with the “father", now endowed with 
nurturing qualities. He may even cast him- 
self as “female” in relation to this God. 
But such moves scarcely aid women! 

Nor is a wholly male Protestantism nec- 


essarily an improvement over such 
Catholic symbobsm. A religion ofbrotb- 
ers simply excludes sexual diversity. Why 
should women wish to join sons who, 
through the Son, find reconciliation with 
the Father? Why was reconciliation need- 
ed? Why indeed was God ever absent, 
requiring incarnation? 

In rejecting this myth women have not 
necessarily become atheists. On what 
had my new-found friend at tbe party been 
discoursing? The banal materialism of the 
American imd-West society from which she 
came. Most women I admire and treasure 
have about them a marked spirituality. 
Some of us indeed hold more explicitly re- 
ligious beliefs, myself included. It seems 
to be the case that prayer is powerful, that 
quiet, loving concentration on another 
brings about miracles. When others think 
of us our lives are changed and healed. 

Christmas equals many things. How 
badly - in our frantic fives - we need to 
“centre” ourselves again. We re knit hu- 
man relationships, rekindle life. If “God" 
is love, joy and peace, our blighted world 
could do with that! The Christians, want- 
ing to reverse a paganism in which the oak 
symbolised winter, the hoDy summer, 
crowned the holty. We should not desire 
to go back behind Christianity, nor can we. 
Nevertheless with Christian symbolism 
Western culture has been skewed. There 
is much to unravel. 

Holty trees- 1 leam at that party -come 
male and female: to be fruitful they need 
one another. Could it be that women long 
for men to leave their myth behind in a 
new and equal future? 


U 


• After Christianity is published by SCM 
Press, £10.95 
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Few events conjure 15) the 
spirit of Christinas more 
poignantly than the festival 
of cards performed by the 
choir of King’s College, 
Cambridge. Nothing 
raptures that event more 
movingly than the still, 
small, voice of the soloist 
who leads with ‘Once in 
Royal David’s City. Still, 
small, voices are in short 
supply in the holiday hurly- 
burly. You could escape it all 
skiing across the empty 
wastes of Lapland but if you 
have to join the fray, check 
our last-minute gift list 
And if you’re feeling 
extrovert, put on one of 
these daft Santas and let 
Christmasgo 
to your head 
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A millennium of 


ninety-sixes 


With the help of Joseph Strutt’s ‘Sports and Ffcstimes of the People of 
England’, William Hartston summons up the games of Christmas past 


- It is said of the English," Strutt 
reports in his book of 1876, “that 
formerly they were remarkable for 
the manner in which they celebrated 
the festival of Christmas; at which 
season they admitted variety of 
sports and pastimes not known, or 
little practised, in other countries.” 

In the royal court, a “lord of 
misrule" was appointed over the 
Christmas period, who job was to 
supervise the general merriment and 
provide games and amusements to 
keep everyone jolly. 

Both Lincoln’s Inn and the city of 
Norwich used to appoint a King of 
Christmas to supervise the revels, 
while the universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge would elect a “King of 
the Bean" by baking a single bean 
in to a cake, and seeing who had the 
lucky slice. 

The games that follow, all taken 
from Strutt's book, are not 
specifically Christmassy, but may 
well have been played in the eras 
referred to. 


writer’s experience, is one of the 
most reliable ways to tell whether 
someone is male or female. Women 
can do fc men topple over. It's 
something to do with centres of 

gravity and bone lengths. 



Christmas 1296: 

“Cross and pfle is a silly pastime well 
enough known among the lowest 
and most vulgar classes of the 
community, and to whom it is at 
present very properly confined; 
formerly, however, it held a higher 
rank, and was introduced at the 
court Edward n was partial to this 
and such like frivolous diversions, 
and spent much of bis time in 
pursuit of them. 

A halfpenny is generally now used 
in playing this game, bur any other 
coin with a head impressed on one 
side will answer the purpose: the 
reverse of the head being called the 
tail without respect to the figure 
upon it. Anciently the English coins 
were stamped on one side with a 
cross. One person tosses the 
halfpenny up and the other calls at 
pleasure head or tail; if his call lies 
uppermost when the halfpenny 
descends and rests upon the ground, 
he wins; and if on the contrary, of 
course he loses." 



more the breeding, but to play at 
loggats with them?" Loggats was 
made illegal by Henry VIII. 



Christmas 1196; 

“The subjoined engraving represents 
two boys seated upon a form by the 
side of a water-tub; both of them 
with their hands fixed below their 
knees, and one bending backwards 
in the same position, intending, I 
presume, to touch the water without 
emerging his head or falling into it, 
and afterwards to recover his 
position." Strutt has no idea what 
the second boy does. He conjectures 
it's the same as the other boy. “If it 
be necessary for him who stoops to 
take anything out of the water, the 
pastime mil bear some analogy to 
die diving for apples represented on 
a previous page." 

For a modem version of this 
game, without the danger of getting 
wet, try this: First, kneel on the 
ground. Then place one elbow on 
the ground, touching the 
corresponding knee. Extend the 
forearm until it is as for as possible 
in front of you, without breaking 
contact between elbow and knee. 
Have a friend place a matchbox 
upright at the point your middle 
finger readied. (Or push it there 
yourself, while extending the arm.) 
Now without shifting your kneeling 
posture, clasp your hands behind 
your back. Finally, lean forwards and 
try to pick up the matchbox with 
your mouth. This, in the present 



Christmas 1396: 

“A man seated holds up one of his 
feet, opposed to the foot of another 
man, who standing upon one leg 
endeavours to thrust him 
backwards.” In another variant given 
by Strutt, the hopping man is 
replaced by one seated in a swing 
and swung towards the other "... 
the man of course descended with 
great force, and striking the foot of 
his antagonist with much violence, 
no doubt very frequently overthrew 
him." 


Christmas 1496: __ 

“Hot Cockles, from the French hautes 
coquSles, is a play in which one 
kneels, and covering bis eyes lays his 
head in another’s lap and guesses 
who struck him." The game is 
mentioned by John Gay, who wrote: 

As at Hot Cockles once I lead me 
downlAndfeh the weighty hand of 
many a clown, fBuxoma gave a gentle 
tap, 'and IfQuick rose, and read soft 
mischief in her eye. 

Strutt points out that Hot Cockles 
is not at all the same as the ancient 
Greek game of Chytrinda, which “is 
similar to another equally well known 
to us, and called frog in die middle”. 

“A single player, called xoipa. 
kotra, and with us the frog, being 
seated upon the ground, was 
surrounded by his comrades, who 
pulled and buffeted him until he 
could catch one of them; which done, 
the person caught took his place, and 
was buffeted in like manner." 

None of the above is available on 
CD-Rom. 



Don’t junk it — use it! 

How to tom your wire coatnange*s 

into a multistorey shpep 31 ^ 



1. Remove dry deaniog from wire coat hanger and 
find a strong pair of phers. 



2. Bend as shown. Repeat with more coat hangers 
for a multistorey model, hanging each to the ■■ 
previous one on the notch at the bottom mickfle. 


Bawn O'Beime-Ranelagh 


Chess William Hartston 


Hugh Alexander, the strongest British player « the 
Forties and Fifties, once lost to Mikhail Botviimik 


The joy of pinfc fecartri metal coat laagers be cone a ■wltistaBj stoepatfc 



Christmas 1396: 

Cayies, Qosb and Loggats are aQ 
predecessors of ninepins. Cayies was 
played with a bat, ball and various 
numbers of pins, which the batsman 
tried to knock over with his stroke of 
the ball. Gosh was similar, only with 
the ball thrown directly at the pins, 
and Loggats was another version, 
using bones instead of pins. Whence 
Hamlet's: “Did these bones cost no 


Whatever happened to ... 

The traditional Christmas? 


Origins Three wise men come from the East bearing gifts for a 
newborn child, Angels proclaim peace and goodwill to all men, etc. 


Christmas Carriages pulled by horses pass through snow-bound 
streets. Shop windows glow bright in the darkness, and bulge with 
pits. Churches welcome their flock. Families cclebnm.- together. 


The reality Family togetherness? The Royal Family lead the way - as 
in Victorian times. They appeared as a unit then and new they’re 
mostly divorced. Like one in four families in the rest of the country. 
Gilts? People interpret the Christian message aspect of “giving" in a 
very generous but also strangely literal way, spending £20bn a year. 
Bui. even stranger, don't go to the buildings to get the message first 
hand. Church? A tiny proportion attends - 1.4 million. Though that's 
still considerably larger than at any other lime of the year. Anyway, 
hjlf The religious population of the UK are non-Christians. Which 
presumably means they don't celebrate Christmas; or have Christian 
names, then? Honws and carriages? Well I haven't hailed one 
recently. Oimimas is booming, but ii has nothing to do with snow- 
filled streets (especially snow). Or Christ. 


The reason Consumer myths are superior to Christian ones, father 
Christmas is based on Coca Cola's colours, designed by an American 
artist in an ad campaign in 1931. This is itself based on the church's 
Santa; a bishop called St Nicholas. He saved three bow murdered hy 
an innkeeper, a remarkable achievement An even greater one when 
you consider that the boys had been cut up. salted and sold in a tub as 
meat for pics. Not surprisingly, the Coca Cola version is better known. 


Also The Christian myths themselves are pretty shaky. Were in fact 
celebrating a pagan festival. Pope Julius I in the fourth century 
allocaial 25 December as the date of Christ's birth. By an amazing 
on incidence this happened also to be a high point in the pagan mid- 
winter festival- And was fortunate, because he wished to stamp out 
paganism and convert the peoples of Europe to Christ. If we follow' 
the star of Bethlehem. Christmas is somewhere in June in the year 
2BC, when recent research has shown that “star" to have been the 
confluence of Jupiter and Venus. Which should alter the way wc look 
at the festival. As well as the odds on a while Christmas. 


So to sum up. we're celebrating an event on the wrong dole, with 
the wrung traditions, for the wrong reasons. On the one hand a baking 
hot Middle Eastern landscape, and on the other a freezing Arctic. If 
St Nicholas, a bishop in Myra. Turkey, had worn the Coca-Cola Santa 
get-up he would have dropped dead from heat exhaustion. The 
traditional Christmas? It's not the real thing. 

James Anfenast 


Games people play 

Pandora Melly discovers the games Father Christmas gets up to, off duty 


Derek Ware- Santa and Stunt Man 


Being Either Christmas isn't what it 
used to be; it’s all become very 
politically correct. You're not allowed 
to lift a child on to your lap; it has to 
climb there, and if it wets itself, 
you’re not supposed to say anything; 
you just have to use the next child as 
a mopper-up. 

Out of season, I teach Stage 
Combat leading to a Fight Proficiency 
Certificate. Funnily enough, having 
done all the stums. Pm not veiy 
competitive, lo tell the truth, if 
someone says they can run fester, or 
jump higher, or are better endowed 
than me, I say, “Good on yer, mate." 

When I was little, I used to play at 
being the US Cavalry. The criteria for 


joining in was to have a pair of yellow 
braces. Do you remember the John 
Ford movies? Everyone kept their 
trousers up with braces then. It also 
meant you didn't have to play with 
girls. 

In the war years, all boys secretly 
wanted to be Germans. They had 
better uniforms: boots you could tuck 
your trousers into, and wonderful 
helmets. That thing that looked like a 
chamber pot was the Kavlar, based on 
a gladiator’s lid. 

My best game is Custer’s Last 
Stand. I rework it accurately, right up 
to the point where Custer attempted 
to hit the village on the ford. I’ve got ' 
a home-made US Cavalry uniform, 
but without yellow stripes down the 
trousers; there weren't any. Those on 


campaign just reinforced their pants 
with canvas. And I don't believe there 
was a last stand; Custer probably died 
in a field dressing station. I have twice 
been to die battlefield, which is in 
Montana. The last time I was there, a 
tall Red Indian said to me: “My name 
is Vince Flaybird. and I ohtj Medicine 
Tail Coulee." 

The best games are always played 
on your own in your imagination. 
Pretending baddies was my big game. 
I was very good at dying. I had this 
one friend who’d say: “Yer not going 
to die are yer?” My death scene went 
on for about five minutes; Tm still 
playing in the twBight of my years. 


Yellow felt braces (£32, to fit all) from 
Hawes & Cads, 23 Jermyn St, SW1. 


through a common strategic error. -In a King’s 
Indian Defence type of position, with Black pawns 
at 66 and e5 against White pawns on c4, d5 and e4, 
Alexander advanced his f-pawn to 6, and met ex£5 
with Bxf5. After the game, Botviimik commented 
that “every Russian schoolboy” knows you mli*_ 
recapture with gx£5 in such positions. The point is 
to keep Black's pawns mobile on eS and £5. When a 
bishop or knight recaptures on f5 it is an invitation 
for a white piece to take up residence on e4, and to 
soften Black up on the bl to h7 diagonal with such- 
moves as Bd3, Qc2 and even g3, h4 and h5. 

Even Russian ex-schoolboys, however, sometimes 
think they can break strategic rules. In this game 
from the Last Palmas tournament, we see Vladimir 
Kramnik drifting in to just the sort of mess that cost 
Alexander his game against Botvinnik nearly 40 
years ago. Admittedly ttis pawn was already on g5 
by the time he played £5, so gx£5 was impossible.. 
Also, Black judged that his own countetplay with 
h5, Bh6 and g4 would be enough to distract White 
from utilising the e4 square effectively. 

He was proven wrong by some excellent play by 
Veselin Topalov. The draught on the bl-h7 diagonal 
eventually proved fetal. 


White: Tbpalov Blade Kramnik Las Palmas 1996 : 
X d4 Nfo 2 c4 gfi 3 Nc3 Bg7 4 e4 d6 5 N£3 (M) 6 Be2 
e5 7 Be3 c6 8 d5 Ng4 9 Bg5 f6 10 Bh4 c5 11 0-0 
Nh6 12 Nel Nd7 13 Rbl b6 I4a3 g5 15Bg3 5- 
16 exB NxB 17 Ne4 h6 18 Nc2 Nf6 19 Bd3 Qe8 . 
20 Ne3 Nxe4 21 Bxe4 h5 22 Qd3 Qf7 23 f3 Nxe3- 
24 Qxe3 Bb6 25 Bel Qg7 26 Bd2 Rf6 27 Qd3 g4 
28 Bxh6 Qxh6 29 frg4 Bxg4 30 Rxf6 QxfS 31 Rfl 
Qg7 32 h3 Bd7 33 Qf3 Be8 34 Qf5 Qf7 35 Qg5+. 
Qg7 36 Qh4 Qb6 37 Rf6 Oe3+ 38 Kh2 Kg7 39 RB 

resigns. ■ 


Backgammon Chris Bray 


1U 14 14 1C 17 1J 13 21 ?? 23 24 



I One of the exciting features of 
backgammon is the uncertainty of 
the outcome, even in positions which 
at first sight seem to be foregone 
conclusions. Look at the above 
position with White on roll: 

Believe it or not there is still a lot of play. Of 
course, if White rolls a double (other than 1-1) he will 
win a backgammon. If he rolls two numbers that don’t 
contain a l then Black can hit the remaining man 
with any L of his own. He should then be able to close 
out the angle man and save the gammon. In fact be 
will win the position 7 per cem of (he time. 

The really interesting variation comes when White 
rolls a number containing a 1, as he wiU then have to 
leave two blots on his one and two points and Black 
will have a man on the bar. This position is known as 
the Coup Qassque. Should Black then roll a 1 or a.2 
then the game is far from over. 

The correct technique here is far from simple. If 
Black starts by hitting with a 1 then he should hope to 
roll another 1 to hit White’s other blot. If he starts by 
rolling a 2 it is more complex. He should build his 
prime from the outside, for example, with a 6 he 
should play 14/8 and not 8/2. This enables the man on 
the 2-point to be hit when White re-enters and thus 
gives Blade another chance to pick up White's second 
blot by hitting from the bar. Once Black has hit both 
of White's men then he must dose them out. To do 
this he must play as aggressively as possible, never 
giving While the chance to make an anchor. 

If Black closes out both of White's blots then he 
becomes a 65 per cent favourite to win. He should 
not redouble, however, until he has taken off three 
men. There is something innately satisfying in 
bringing off the Coup. Being on the wrong side of it 
can do serious damage to your psychological health! 


concise crossword 


No3176 Saturday 21 December 



ACROSS 

1 Public 
4 Sore 


SP. 


DOWN 

1 


9 Reading desk (7) 

10 Sillv (51 w 


11 Not valid (4) 

12 Reviewers f 7) 

n /■ 


13 Writing fluid (3) 

talfic element (4) 


14 Me 

16 Italian river (4) 
18 Unwell (3) 

20 Birds (7) 

21 Aid (4) 


24 Type of seaweed (5) 
■ wr Mythical! - 


25 Mythical beast 

26 Cooks in oven 

27 Cuban dance ( 


Rectangular (6) - 
Be pre-eminent (5) 
Digits (4) 

Lawbreaker (8) 
European language (7) 
Lubricate (6) 
light meal (5) . 

13 Lazy (8) 

15 Crown jewels (7) 

17 Arachnid (6) 

18 Matter (5) 

19 Verse (6) 

22 Long-handled brush (5) 

23 Seaside feature (4) 


d’h'H— *" TT" T*imninn Hiiiw i 

^9^^SSSSSSSS;S!SS!dS£.i 

?3? I ? L . 1 2 Isolate, 3 Delia, 4 Quicken. 5 Slick, 6 

ffi-jjjrf 14 Pfa y aC5 ' 15 Holiday. 16 Amnesia, 19 Gtobe*20 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Love all; dealer South 
North 

4010862 
S?Q96 
0Q75 
+Q5 

west 
4K3 
S7A842 
04 

*KJ 10763 
South 

45 

^?J 10 7 5 
OAJ109632 

♦ 2 


East 
4AJ974 
<5?K3 
OKS 
♦A984 


Ron Klinger’s “50 More 
Winning Bridge Tips" 
(GoUancz, £5.99) contains 
much good practical advice. 
For example: “If your opening 
lead can be read as a singleton 
or a possible singleton, 
partner’s card at trick one 
should be taken as a suit 
preference signal.” 

On today’s deal, South 
opened 20 (weak). West 
overcalled with 3C and North 
raised to .30. East showed bis 
spades and South - rather 
wildly - raised the barrage to 


Fterplexity 


Mean cool beer scares crazier 
ghost 


It may sound like a cure for 
the haunting effects of 
seasonal sobriety, but can you 
rearrange the letters in die 
above sentence to form the 
title of a book and the name of 
its principal character? A 
Chambers Dictionary prize will 
be awarded to the sender of 


the first correct answer opened 
on 2 January: Entries to: 
Perplexity, the Independent, 1 
Canada Square, London EM 
5DL 


7 December answers: 
Porcupine (price upon), • 
Armadillo (Moral laid), 
Terrapin (ftmt ear). 
Winner Catherine Barred 
(Liverpool). 


TURN TO PAGE 23... for the weather, sky at night, Jasper Rees on TV, Robert Hanks on radio and Kerber’s Damon Hurts cartoon strip 
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5 0 . West doubled and all ‘ 
passed. 

West led the 4Kand East 
followed with the nine. As they 
had obviously both read foe 
winning tip, this was takbn as 
suit preference to hearts and 
West switched to ^2. East won 
with his king a returned a 1 
heart; West took his ace and 
played his lowest remaining 
heart, the four. 

Again this was suir ’ 
preference, this time for dubs 
and, after ruffing, East ■ • . 
underled his ♦ A to put Wist 
in again. A fourth round of 
hearts was trumped with East’s 
king and that represented plus 
800 points. 

All very nice and the deal 
illustrated the point well, but I 
know that if I had collected 800 
points in this fashion, my 
opponents at the other table 
would have bid the excellent 
dub slam to score 920 points. 

Not easy, I agree, especially 
if South bad opened with a ■ 
more challenging Three (or 
even Four) Diamonds instead o 
the rather feeble TWo that be 
chose. 
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f you’re wondering what to buy 
Posy Simmonds for Christ mas , 
let me help. She would simply 
love a new magnifying glass, one 
of the large, rectangular ones 
that she clamps to the side of her 
desk m order to see more clearly the 
tiny filigree bits, the curlicues and 
incidental details, the fingernails 
and cake crumbs and whiskers of her 
legendary cartoon characters. The 
lady herself is a kind of miniature — 
not that she’s particularly small, but 
k that she’s an embodiment of tiny 
precision, of neatness and fastidious 
exactness. She t alks with anima- 
tion, but her voice gets smaller and 
smaller during her sentences and 
dwindles away before the end, as 
though mortified by its initial bold- 
ness. Her slender fingers twitch and 
twiddle .in the air as if adjusting 
minute whiskers. She uses the word 
‘‘weeny” to describe the “shoebox’ 
irr Holbom where she used to live 
before moving to the vast north Lon- 
don mansion she now inhabits with 
her husband, Richard Hollis. It fea- 
tures an enormous front door, like 
the main portal of Gormenghast, 
vast windows with black shutters, a 
spectacular knock-though living 
room frill of Japanese prims, French 
portraits, expensive porcelain and 
ancient brocade upholstery, all of 
which looming antiquity and 
grandeur only makes this modem 
and demure woman seem even more 
mignonne than ever. . 

She is also exceptionally good 
I company. A l different times during 
our chat, she impersonated a hen, a 
field of sheep and a creaking door 
for me, told jokes, swore like a Har- 
wich docker and wound up a clock- 
work ferret which chased a plastic 
ball under one of the empire Gothic 
armchairs. She would come across as 
the perfect aunt, were she not so 
beautiful. . < • 

We talked about Christmas shop- 
ping. U I find a lot of the shops are 
changing. Lots of the supposedly 
smart ones are suddenly all dis- 
tressed concrete walls. Everything’s 
got very stripped down, clothes 
included. Petticoats, for instance - 
they're all the same sludge colour. 
The colour of elephant’s breath.” 
She is equally scathing about the 
range of smells on offer in the cos- 
metic department: “Those terrible 
square blocks of soap which smell of 
tarmac and seaweed. Of course, 
Crabtree and Evelyn 
are still doing then- 
damask roses, but 
mostly now it’s all 
samphire and kelp. 

Liberty’s has gone for 
samphire m a big way. 

Ten years ago, every- 
one was wearing 
Giorgio and every- 
where smelt of jam. 

Now everything 
smells of low tide.J" 

We talked about 
the Muji shops that, 
with their minimal 
design and packag- 
ing, resemble a 
wholesale chemist’s 
owned by a Tbpper- 
ware fanatic. “I think 
it's a reaction against 
all the prettying up 
that used to go on, 
everything covered in little mob caps, 
the Laura Ashley things, the cottagey 
gingham. 1 think everyone’s fed up 
with frills and - what are those 
things called? -bullion fringes, ail that 

crnpoln. So now you get all this stark 
unbleached muslin instead, all these 
distressed waDs.” 

It will come as no surprise to for- 
mer readers of her Guardian cartoon 
strip that Posy Simmonds hasn’t lost 
her beady eye for middle-class para- 
phernalia. From fish kettles to vasec- 
tomies, Wagner to Valpolicella, 
Nativity plavs to Suzuki viola, she 
spots all the things, the names, the 
clothes and behavioural patterns 

that define a certain type of cdu- 
ented-hut-nervous Middle England. 
For 10 years. 1977 to I9S7, her strip 
appeared on the Guardian's 
Woman's Page. The exploits of 
George Weber, the polytechnic lec- 



John Walsh 

meets... 

Posy 

Simmonds 


hirer forever wrestling with semiotic 
commdra among the unheeding sub- 
urbs, and his wife Wendy, droopy, 
moth-eaten but heroic nonetheless, 
drew a fanatically loyal readership. 
Posy fans read about the Weber's six 
children, from the streaming-nosed 
toddler, Benji, to the eldest daugh- 
ter, Belinda, a kohl-drenched leather 
queen with unsuitably violent 
boyfriends. They warmed to Stan- 
hope Wright, adver tising man and 
chronic adulterer, to Edmund Heep, 
the bar-room vulgarian with his lex- 
icon of euphemisms for visiting the 
lavatory; to Stanhope’s piss-taking 
fat daughter Jocasta, to Edmund’s 
sons’ post-punk band. The Snotty 
Throttlers... 

But die gave it up in 1987, rea- 
soning that the days of the woolly, 
lentil-swilling liberal were as num- 
bered as those of the woolly mam- 
moth amid all the go-getting yup- 
piedora of the late Eighties. The 
Webers turned up in subsequent 
books (the last was Afuszn’r Grumble 
in 1993) but Posy Simmonds directed 
her talents more and more into writ- 
ing children’s books: Fred (in which 
two children discover that their dead 
cat used to be a legendary pop star). 
Lulu and the Flying Babies (the 
cherubs in a renaissance painting give 
a little girl a guided tour of the world 
of art). The Chocolate Wedding (an 



T-Freering ABC’: a simple alpha bestiary 


epic dream sequence about rescuing 
. the sugar bride from the top of a 
wedding cake), Matilda (Hilaire Bel- 
loc's mendacious wolf-crier), Bounc- 
ing Buffab (a junk shop comes to hfe) 
and ^Freezing ABC (a simple 
alphabestiary). 

Television viewers can catch up 
with Ms Simmonds's early work 
when Channel 4 screens Famous 
Fred on Christmas Eve. It’s a very 
winning elaboration of her first book 
by the animator Joanna Quinn, with 
the voices of Lenny Henry as the 
feline rocker (in an outrageous 
Brummie accent) and Tbm Courte- 
nay doing his camp theatrical-dresser 
act as Kenneth the Guinea Pig (they 
initially approached Alan Bennett for 
the role). "The original story wasn’t 
long enough for a television treat- 
ment,'' said Posy, “so there had to be 
a character who could explain about 


Fred’s other life. I knew Kenneth 
would be right because be has these 
neat little fingers [she briefiy wiggled 
her own] for sewing on Fred’s 
sequins. I imagined htm having a 
trea dmill in his hutch, instead of a 
wheel. They’re always busy, aren’t 
they, guinea pigs?” 

Posy’s interest in getting a small 
rodent absolutely right is wholly 
characteristic. She is a perfectionist 
who admires the quality in other 
artists, whether they’re screen ani- 
mators (“I went to see them doing 
Fired over the summer. AD these com- 
puter screens with just one tiny 
action, cme nanosecond of film, being 
drawn with this minute detail With 
my pencil and rubber. I felt quite 
Stone Age") to Nick Park, creator of 
Wallace and Gromit “He’s the first 
animator who’s really done mouths 
property, got the lips and teeth 
absolutely right. Maybe being three- 
dimensional helps.” 

You can see it pains her that the 
main audience forber books, namely 
children, display such limited imag- 
inative horizons when they meet 
her. “Usually they want me to draw 
them things from Super Nintendo 
games,” she says crossly. “Or the/D 
say, "Did you do Toy Story? 7 - *No' - 
‘Can you draw Buzz Lightyear?’ - 
‘Sony, no’ - and they assume Pm 
hopeless.” A f amili ar scenario, 
apparently, is the gushing parent who 
brings the mutinous child to meet 
Poty, proffers one of her books and 
says, ‘Xook darling, this is the lady 
who did The Chocolate Wedding”- at 
which the child looks suspiciously at 
the book and, as though humouring 
a sad fantasist, asks kindly, “And 
which bit did you do?" 

Little do they know. Behind the 
whispering sophisticate lurks a 
woman of strange powers. For one 
thing she ^ ambidextrous, but her left 
hand writes backwards. I mean it: Ms 
Simmonds writes fluent minor writ- 
ing. I asked her to demonstrate, and 
she wrote: 

"barrl zi smart oiIeH“ 

in a single flourish. “It’s because I do 
a lot with this hand [the left] but I’m 
very right-handed as well The left is 
the one that goes automatically to do 
things, but the right has become the 
one I draw with. But then the left is 
much better at sharpening pencils 
and cutting things out. And serving 
tennis balls.” Sadly, the 
ambidextrous facility is 
not just a useless gift, it 
means she can’t drive a 
car, “Because I can’t 
distinguish left from 
right. My sense of 
direction is OK, but if I 
were approaching a 
roundabout, and there 
was nothing in front of 
me turning off, I 
wouldn’t naturally go 
left. Fd somehow see 
the traffic from a dif- 
ferent perspective at the 
same time.” 

What else could she 
do? Cast runes? Sing 
in a voice that shatters 
glass? Sex chickens? 
“Oh I can do chick- 
ens,” she said, with the 
demure matter -of- 
factness of Delia Smith saying she 
can do fairy cakes. You mean a 
chicken impersonation? How did it 
go? “It depends,” she said patientty, 
“which kind of chicken you mean.” 
OK, I said, do a Buff Orpington. 
And in the chapel-like, grandfather- 
clock- ticking silence of her 
museum-like living room, Ms Sim- 
monds produced a long-drawn-out, 
cluck-free note seething with 
melancholy, reverberating with 
regret: a perfect hen. 

She was Rosemary at the font; 
Posy was a winsome variant of Rosie 
that stuck. Born in 1945. “on the day 
the bomb fell on Nagasaki, funnily 
enough”, she grew up in Gookham 
Dene, Berkshire, the village that’s 
still best known as the home of Stan- 
ley Spencer, the artist who painted 
the arrival of Christ at the local 
regatta. “I met him once ” Posy said 



Posy Simmonds on children: ‘Usually they want me to draw them things from Super Nintendo games' 


proudly. “He was painting the angel 
at the lych-gate of Cookham church, 
with his pram beside him containing 
all his materials. I remember saying 
‘Hello Stanley Spencer’. He said, 
'Have a Spangle’ so I did. It was a red 
one.” She was one of five children 
bom to a well-to-do dairy farmer. 
Her mother was “a very capable 
woman. I can remember her ironing 
11 tons of shirts, when my brothers 
started going to parties, or sloping off 
looking for some peace and quiet 
with her Times cross- 
word, which she could 
do in 20 minutes.” The 
future cartoonist was 
intrigued by the Bible, 
which she read in its 
entirety. “I was very 
puzzled by lots of 
things, particularly 
about sex,” she remem- 
bers. “It would say. 

And then so-and-so lay 
with so-and-so’- or was 
it ‘he went in unto he? 

- and she begat Absa- 
lom... and then begat 
somebody else and 
someone after that 1 . 1 
thought, God, you only 
have to do it once and 
sometimes you get one 
child and sometimes 
you go on and on, hav- 
ing nine of them. ..” 

Her other reading was comics, 
which she devoured, learning to 
draw in their idiom. “We had the 
Dandy and Beano and 7 bpper, but 
because there was an American air- 
base at Ruislip, we got to see Amer- 
ican comics too - Superman and Spi- 
derman and Caspar the Ghost and 
Sad Sack and Dagwood and 
Blondie..." She went to St Anne's 
Cavezsham, a boarding school, then 
to France to study at the Sorbonne: 
the latter experience became a film 
caDed The Frog Prince, for which she 
wrote the original stoty. Although ft 
was produced by David Puttnam 
(and is very entertaining in a “Five 
Gels Go Mad in Paris” way) Posy is 


London - and the relationship that 
launched her career. T was a very 
callow art student. I’d just left school 
and had no work and nowhere to 
live. But Td met Mel Caiman [the 
late Times cartoonist] who helped 
me in lots of ways. He said casually, 
my friend Jill Tweedie has a spare 
room - why not fry her? So I rang 
her up out of the blue, and she said, 
it's still free, come over. And I 
became her lodger. It was the most 
extraordinary house off the Old 



‘Famous Fred’: coming to a small screen near you 


Kent Road. And the first time Fd 
seen a Sixties conversion, with the 
stairs going straight down to the 
kitchen. Die details stayed with me 
for a long time.” It was, in short, the 
time of the Great Sixties lifestyle 
Shift, which Pbsy, with her sharp eye 
for social leakage and behavioural 
posturing, took to like Cleopatra to 
asses' milk. Tt was the first time Fd 
seen all kinds of things, like a duvet 
Luc [Jill Tveedie’s three-year-old 
son] had one because his father was 
Dutch. I remember thinking, this is 
not adequate covering for a child's 
bed, tins counterpane. And the first 
time I saw a split hob and cooker, I 


kepi thinking, Where on earth is the 
mystifyingty vague about her brush stove? Jill would have people over 
with the movie world: “There were all the time, sitting around the table 
lots of other things going on at the and talking endlessly, criticising 
same time,” is all shell say. things. Her table in the sitting room 

After Paris came art school and was always piled with books. It was 


absolutely eye-opening.” 

It was on Tweedie’s seminal but 
much-ridiculed Guardian Women’s 
Plage that the Posy strip was born, 
and ft does not take a genius to see 
the germ of Wendy and George and 
their homemade-wine-and-decon- 
structionist-theoiy lifestyle in this 
description, although Posy isn’t keen 
on such simple correspondences. 
Jill Tweedie's death from motor 
neurone disease (the same year as 
Mel Caiman’s death) took away a 
mentor as much as a 
friend. “She made me 
think and look at things. 
She’d ask me all kinds 
of things about feminist 
matters which I hadn’t 
thought about at all. 
She was amazingly stim- 
ulating” 

Later she showed me 
her study, where a great 
wooden desk groans 
under a slew of papers. 
Posy works at a second 
desk, -in front of a large 
mirror - not from van- 
ity, but so that she can 
check the exact quality 
of her characters’ facial 
expressions, as mod- 
elled by herself. She is 
completing a collection 
of illustrations for Bel- 
loc's Cautionary Tales , 
and working on her magman opus. 
It’s a graphic novel “about adultery 
and soft fiimisbings”, which win take 
her another year to finish and will 
then be serialised in a newspaper. 
From a privileged sneak preview, it 
seems a more serious undertaking 
than anything she's done before, full 
of narrative, facial close-ups, bal- 
loons and a faint air of decadence. 
Completing it will be slow, painstak- 
ing, hothouse work. She wonders if 
she should be doing some travel, 
getting out more, trying other things 
- but you know her heart isn't in 
such adventures. Her heart is in her 
work. like a Victorian seamstress, 
she is happiest stitching and re- 
stitching tiny details of line and 
shade into works of the utmost pro- 
portion, harmony and charm - 
miniature, like the life she embod- 
ies, but perfect. 



David Lister 

arts notebook 


It always surprises me when 
actors and actresses claim a 
deep affinity with the 
characters they are playing. 
Surety it demands less talent 
to play yourself or someone 
physically, spiritualty and 
emotionally like yourself 
than it docs to play someone 
who is temperamentally a 
complete stranger. Were 1 
on tne Academy Awards 
Committee that’s how my 
thinking would go. 
Nevertheless, Madonna, now 
an Oscar possibility for 
Evita, this week claimed she 
identified “on many levels" 
with Eva Pcron, from their 
mutual love of dancing to 
coming from a small town 
and hitting the big city and 
achieving “something 
incredible” with their lives. 
Madonna still seemed to be 
identifying with a president's 
wife when I met her this 
week and she graciously 
allowed me to kiss her hand. 
She told me she doesn’t 
. know what her next project 
will be. 1 suggest that in the 
interests of role 
identification she should 
steer dear oiHedda Gabier. 

The Policy Studies Institute 
this week released the most 
comprehensive account of 
arts funding in the UK yet 
published. The study, 
“Culture as Commodity”, 
received scant attention, 
perhaps because the year it 
focuses on, 1993-94, was the 
year before the introduction 
of the National Lottery, 
which rather moved the 
goalposts on arts funding. It 
is not without its interesting 
statistics though. The study 
shows that only 50 per cent 
of arts funding comes from 
the Department of National 
Heritage, Scottish Office, 
Wfelsh Office and Northern 
Ireland Office. 

Fourteen per emit comes 
from oilier government 
departments, 24 per cent 
from local government, five 
per cent from Europe, four 
per cent from business and 
four per cent from charities, 
trusts and volunteers. It’s a 
surprise that DNH 
ministers, freed with the 
annual rampaign over the 
size of the DNH grant to the 
arts, do not point out these 
other sources of funding 
more vociferously. I suspect 
that in future they win. 

Talking of statistics, the 
Royal Albert HaD has 
uncovered a few of its own 
in a glossy new booklet 
celebrating its 125tb 
anniversary. England and 
Italy competed at the turn of 
the century in an indoor 
marathon race, doing 524 
laps of the Hafl in 1909. A 
mass baptism complete with 
the “river Jordan", a 
galvanised iron tank 
surrounded with sand and 
flowers, took place at Easter 
1928. The Beatles and 
Rolling Stones appeared on 
the same biD in 1963. Yet 
when Frank Sinatra, Liza 
Minnelli and Sammy Davis 
Jnr appeared together in 
1989, it was called the 
Ultimate Event 

National Theatre actor 
Colin Stinton’s feat of 
appearing in two of the 
complex's theatres on the 
same nights - changing 
costumes several times as he 
rushes back and forth from 
the aU-smgmg, all-dancing 
Guys and DoUs to the quiet 
tragedy of Death of a 
Salesman - is commendable 
but doomed. One or these 
nights he will quite simply 
flu ent down in his acting 
prime by a case of theatrical 
split personality as he grabs 
WiDy Loman’s lapels and 
yells “Sit down you're 
rocking the boat”. His Me Is 
clear -a lengthy sojourn in 
the Royal Hospital For Split 
Personality Actors, where he 
will spend his days playing 
dominoes with Madonna. 
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arts & books 


Flitter-brained pseud-heads 


V# marks the Nineties. Douglas Coupland's latest 
Jr book follows the Generation X be identified at 
/V the banning of the decade - still lost, but finding 
m \iheir way through frantic consumerism; still empty, 
but filling up wife strange new machine dreams. Where Cou- 
pland’s “X” identifies an aching desire, the “X” of The X- 
Files describes a howling panic -about science; government, 
spirituality, reality itself. The academics, in Deny AO Knowl- 
edge, are rushing in to stake their claim on the phenomeH 
non. fiut do these crones cover the same terrain? Haw much 
of the decade lies between these two letters? 

Coupland delicately sets the paradox of the Nineties 
before us in a series of “microstories” from Washington 
at the height of the “Super Tuesday” electoral decider in 
1992. These are four individuals, variously involved in Belt- 
way politics, who are brilliantly casual readers of the sig ns 
'■ . * of their times. Yet this semiotic articulacy, this refriger- 

ated cook only compensates for a general poweriessness. 
Matthew the activist, sucking on a Snapple in a cam- 
paign office, can eviscerate the smug 21 -year olds “eagerly 
building a political component into their resumes”. He 
can snap-judg 2 the RepubliCrat consensus as “the Dis- 
ney version of democracy”. Yet he also knows that 
“all the old tricks of success in the world” - edu- 
cation, a broad skill base, literacy, numeracy - 
are no longer guarantees of anything”. In 
spare moments, his childhood dream 
returns to him; hungry urchins looking for 
food in the White House. 


Pat Kane contemplates 
new Yuppie fluidity 
in a post- 
human 
world 



Tim is a “vulnerability consultant” 
for politicians, who interviews the 
impoverished ex-mistresses of 
important senators, worship- 
ping his database as it locates 
“sensitive spots" for his 
clients. Yet one day, Tim 
finds himself transfixed by 
the excavation of some old 
^^fashington earth by sewage con- 
tractors: his keyboard-flossed fin- 
gers rake through 18th-century 
muck, looking for “antique 
junk. .maybe a few coins”. 

Coupland keeps rubbing the media-led 
immateriality of the Nineties - ail those brand 
names, TV memories, digital morphings -in the 
dirt of an elemental materialism. What fascinates 
him about the Grateful Dead concerts early in this 
decade, for example, is the dash between the pure low- 
tech Deadheads of the Sixties and the modem-using, flit- 
ter-brained Pseud-Heads of the Nineties. 

The old lament the trinket superficiality of the young; 
the young sneer at the earthy lassitude of the old. Yet 
both congregate in vast American spaces - the hippies 
to“ appreciate the true Dead spirit”, the digital gen- 
eration to find “constructive new hints on how to deal 
with the new thought-based economy”. Perhaps the fact 
that there can be such a classical tussle between gen- 
erations - but on a common terrain of narcotics, muse 
and technology - shows how futuristic the nineties are. 

Screw up your eyes, and Coupland’s stories are like a 
post-modem Dubliners: snapshots of a community hud- 
' died around the edge of a new century, yearning for 

togetherness but having to build it carefully, day tty day, 
fragment by fragment. 

The X-Files identifies another key faultline of the 
Nineties - the changing boundary between self and 
world in the West that the speedier Californians call 
the“post-human condition”. Coupland's X-genera- 
tion arc soft, squashy, cybernetic souls, so deter- 
mined by mall culture that they become “microserfs” 

- over-exploited hut gently cynical. Perhaps, hazards 
Coupland, this weakness is a kind of strength. 

“How arc we to know that people with ‘no lives’ 



aren’t realty on the new frontier of human sentience. 

The X-Files accepts that there may well be a real par- 
adigm shift going on, but the programme reacts in an 

opposed way. It is uptight, nervOy paranoiac, pitting rea- 
son and unreason against each other in a hoty war. These 
are yuppies who can’t cope with the new, fluid rimes - 
wbo fearfully recognise the chaos of modem culture, with 
its electronic spectres and apparitions, as indicating some- • 
thing “beyond” nature. 

The academic papers in Deny AH Knowledge: Reading 
the X-Files make much of the tension between die series’ 
agents as they pursue the inexplicable - Fox Mulder’s 
open-mindedness, Dana Scully’s frowning scepticism. But 
they’re still The Suit With Two Heads: crisp public-sec- 
tor professionals, upon whose starched shirts beat shad- 
owy monsters. ‘ 

As the editors say, there could be nothing less Eke 1980s 
camp irony than the slogan “The Thith Is Out There” 

Read it literally, and yon have the Enlightenment project 
in a nutshell. But this is Western rationality gone wQd-eyed, 
hunting interbred human-aliens. Its “agents” are sub- 
verted in their agency: they find mysterious electronic 
chips in their neck and suffer hallucinations that 
undermine their identities. Whereas Coupland’s 
selves are blending into the new times. The X-Files 
shows the self under siege, struggling to awake 
from the nightmare of orthodox reason. 

Of course, it’s only a TV show. One of 
the good things about Deny AU Knowl- 
edge, as opposed to the rest of the X- 
phiia on the X-mas shelves, is its 
pedantic but useful cultural-stud- 
ies approach to the phenome- 
non. It’s sweet to see acade- 
mics light-footed enough to 
do their audience research 
on-line. Their quotations 
from alLx-files newsgroups and 
America On-Line forums bring 
bursts of colour into the gunmetal- 
grey of methodology. 

Yet books like this make me very 
annoyed with cultural studies. There are 
so many important analytic tools deployed 
here - about the X-Files in relation to mythol- 
ogy, late capitalism, sexual ambiguity, TV 
genre, police histoiy. But if you didn’t speak The- 
ory and weren’t willing to tolerate writing styles 
clunky beyond belief, you’d throw the book away in 
five minutes. If there’s any refuge left in this acceler- 
ated world for reflection on where we’re going, it has 
to be in academia. Yet what use is this realm if it results 
in esoteric chatter? Public prose, rather than private 
code, is the least subsidised intellectuals can do for us. 

Otherwise, you rety on smooth pop essayists like Cou- 
pland to make sense of the era. Unless you’ve, been ■ 
around a little, it’s all too easy to agree with his weight- 
less euphoria about the Nineties. I seized on his essay 
about Palo Alto, Silicon "Wiley’s middle-class dream • 
town, haring been there myself. Co upland is bourgeois- 
rhapsodic: Palo Alto “lurks in the backs of many minds 
as the ideal that is worth fighting for”. Lawn sprinklers 
sprinkle, craft shops sell, Stanford students dawdle, soft- 
ware geniuses make millions. 

Indeed they do. But beyond the picket fences, Palo 
Alto has its ramshackle immigrant quarter, an 
appalling ghetto into which the info-class’s Latino 
gardeners and maids are cast at the end of each day. 

In 1994, East EA became the murder capital of Amer- 
ica - toting up more fatal shootings per head of pop- 
ulation titan any other urban area. Yes, info-capital- 
ism blurs and mixes everything,, turns ground into 

Off-line afien (left) in fenasazT aid (right) Scully, tire female half of lava, destructively creates a new world. But some of 

“the suit with two heads” pursues the Inexplicable in ‘End Game’ its dead really do deserve one true Polaroid, at Least. 


Folarofds from the Dead 

by Douglas Coupland, 
Flamingo, 

£12.99 

Deny all Knowledge: reading 
the X-Files 

edited by David Lavery, 
Angela Hague and 
Maria Cartwright, 

Faber, £8.99 



The squint, the sigh, and the soul of a loner 

Graham McCann follows the fortunes of a shifting star 



Clint Eastwood by Richard Schickel, Cape, £17.99 


CHnt Eastwood; anti-hero or Hollywood institution? 


C lint Eastwood is one movie star 
who seems to have grown bigger 
as the pictures have grown 
smaller. Over a career that spans 
four decades, he has graduated from 
bland bit-part player in 13-movies 
(“Nice guy - zip personality, z ip tal- 
ent”. read his first studio report), to 
television star (as Rowdy Yates, “idiot 
of the plains”, in Rawhide ), to Holly- 
wood outsider (the “Man With No 
Name” of Sergio Leone's spaghetti 
westerns), to Hollywood anti-hero 
(Dirty Harry), to Hollywood auteur 
[Bird. Unforyjxen). ro Hollywood insti- 
tution. a latter-day Gary Cooper, the 
Good American. 

If. as Emerson warned us, we all 
come eventually to “cloy of the honey 
of each peculiar greatness”, then 
Eastwood’s slow and subtle evolution 
has helped preserve and enhance the 
novelty of his appeal far beyond the 
first flush of stardom. 

Richard Schickel’s major new biog- 
raphy - written with Eastwood's co- 
operation chronicles the development 
of this extraordinary career. Tire life 
is. for the most part treated to the 
kind of politely discreet o ncc-over that 


is customary with (semi) authorised 
studies - at times, indeed, one senses 
the author pulling back, perhaps fear- 
ing a repetition of that famousty 
threatening utterance, “Go ahead, 
make my day” — but the career is sub- 
jected to admirably rigorous scrutiny. 

It divides, broadly, into three parts: 
first, the early years, and the invention 
of a distinctive screen image - the 
strong, silent American, with the 
squint, the sigh and the soul of the 
loner, the man who expresses five 
problems men have in making con- 
nections (with other men, with 
women, with communities, even - or 
especially- with, their best selves); sec- 
ond. a time of reflection on the star- 
dom this image attracted, and a period 
of ironic commentary; and third, a 
mature acceptance of the extent to 
which the image has now become the 
man. 

It is the second of these parts that 
Schickel suggests, convincingly, bolds 
the key to Eastwood’s enduring suc- 
cess. A Fistful of Dollars and its two 
sequels made Eastwood a curiosity, 
and Dirty Harry made him a star, but, 
as Schickel notes, it was the series of 


lighter movies in the second half of the 
Seventies that brought depth to that 
stardom: “In every great star career”, 
writes Schickel, “there comes a time 
to signal in some completely obvious 
way that whatever the joke about you 
is, you’re in on iL” Such self-satire, if 
it comes too soon in a career, can 
come over as cynicism, while if it 
comes too late it can seem like des- 
peration, but. in Eastwood's case 
(with movies such as Branco Bitty), h 
came at just the right time. 

That Eastwood was able to act on 

such good judgment owed much to the 
effective manner in which he had 
exploited what Schickel terms his 
rage both “for and against” order. His 
rage for order showed itself in the for- 
mulation at the start of the Seventies 
of Malpaso, his independent produc- 
tion company, and his subsequent sec- 
ond career as his awn director and 
producer. 

His rage against order has shown 
itself, says Schickel, in the way he has 
used this hard-won independence to 
celebrate those characters who sym- 
bolise that stubborn resistance to 
order. This' complex rage, argues 


Schickel, is the thing that engages us: 
“in a time when public figures are for- 
ever trying to ingratiate themselves 
with us, you can see something exem- 
piaty in his on-screen refusal to be eas- 
ily luted, and m his off-screen refusal 
to be easily understood” 

Schickel’s biography is, by some 
way, the best so for of this most self- 
conscious of stars, but, at over 500 
pages in length, it is perhaps a little 
too indulgent for its, and its subject’s, 
own good. At a time when there are 
too many writers straining to write big 
books, and too few striving to write 
brilliant essays, it is a pity that Richard 
SchickeL. wbo is a brilliant essayist, 
should have been badgered, or bullied 
into com piling a book quite as big as 
this. 'With fewer laboured summaries 
of the star’s lesser movies, and more 
of the author’s typically incisive and 
humane insights into the star’s life 
and image, it would have been a 
shorter but more accomplished dis- 
cussion. 

As it is, this is still a very welcome 
and often rather enlightening account 
of an intriguing man and a slyfy inven- 
tive star. 
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Suits 

case 

Hugo Barnacle on 
a style warrior 


Dressed to Kill by Jay Mciwmey 
and others, Flammarion, £29.95 

I n the first essay of this 

handsomely-produced 

symposium on James Bond 
as style warrior. Jay Mclnemey 
recalls the impact of the early 
Bond films on an America 
where any man “who knew too 
much about food and wine, or 
clothes, was suspected of - 
shall we say femininity?” 

McTnemey's childhood hero 
until then was the rustic but 
sincere Congressman Davy 
Crockett, as played in the 
Disney film by Fess Parker. "Ib 
remember just how rugged and 
frontier-like American life was 
in many respects at that time, 1 
recall that my family, living in a 
suburb near Seattle in 1963, 
had just discovered an exotic 
new food called pizza-.”. 

All the same, “The country 
at large was undoubtedly ready 
for Bond,” because of John F 
Kennedy. He listed Ian 
Fleming’s From Russia With 
Love as one of his ten favourite 
novels in Life, “after Stendhal's 
The Red and die Black ”, 

After bis assassination, the 
importance of Bond was all the 
greater as “the dead president's 
British alter ego continued to 
elude assassins.” But for 
schoolboys there was another 
element of empathy with 007. 
“From the moment that a boy 
first identifies the sexual 
impulse, which in my case was 
about 1963 until the moment 
that he consummates his most 
profoundly burning ambition, 
life is a case of espionage.” 

Mclnemey, like many, has 
never quite grown out of the 
Bond tiling, and still finds 
himself coming to London to 
have suits made.on the Row 
and dock up some serious 
wine-sampling. Even when you 
aren't out to score, the 
sophisticated woridliness of 
Bond offers a good role. 

The idea should have been 
laughed to death ity now, but it 
won’t lie down. This hookas 
compiler, Colin Wbodhead, has 
found some wonderfully naff ads 
for the rather downmarket 007- 
branded dothes and drinks that 
over-proliferated in 1965. And 
the mockery led to the decade- 
long Roger Moore cycle, when 
audiences would only accept 
Bond as panto parody. 

Many stills from those films 
appear here, featuring Moore's 
leisurewear in ail its grisly 
glory. But as Wood head points 
out, Moore was “comparatively 
restrained” for the time: the 
picture shows him with his 
hairdresser, whose suit and 
shirt defy description and make 
Roger look a model of 
understated chic. People forget 
just how staggeringly awful the 
Seventies really were. 

An essay by Neil Norman 
relates the change in fortunes 
of the suit, “off the shoulders 
of the heroes” such as Sean 
Connery and “on to the backs 
of villains” in films like Die 
Hard. Good guys dressed down 
to The point where Bruce Wilis 
won the day in a grubby (but 
sincere) vest, while Alan 
Rickman planged to a well- 
deserved death in snide, 
supercilious Armani. 

The book concludes with a 
weak PR apologia by Nick 
Sullivan for the Italian tailors 
Brioni, wbo clothed Brosnan 
faT too richly in Goldeneye. 

Bond is a bit of a Calvinist and 
Connery’s severe Savile Row 
suits were the only right way to 
dress the part. Oh. and next 
time, Mr Brosnan, do like Sean 
and tuck those pocket flaps' in, 

Irs a British thing. If you leave 
them out you look like an 
enemy impostor who hasn’t 

quite mastered the drill. 

Connery’s original Bond would 
shoot you on sight. 
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“a book about legends and lies, about great loves 
and little betrayals, about the myth of truth and 
the consequences of deception. As such it is a 
work of rare brilliance” Peter Millar, The Times 
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Brazen and brainless 
in Byzantium 


Philip Mansel on a city that hosted 

Istanbul: the Imperial City by John Freely. Viking. £22.50 


G eography and history Feast of the Annunciation, and 
make Istanbul unique. No during the following Lent, both 
other city bestrides rwo Ibrks and Greeks drink the sacred 
continents. No other city water at the fountain of the Virgin 
has a longer or more continuous of Blachernae, in commemoration 
imperial past: capita! of the Byzan- of her success in saving the dty 
tine Empire from 330 to 1453, and from besieging Avars in 626. 
the Ottoman Empire from 1453 to Freely abounds in colourful 
1922. Writers have responded with details about, "for example, the 
apropnately deferential epithets: lovers of the Empress Zoe or the 
“the city^of all cities” , “the Queen laments composed by the last Janis- 
°f cities", or simply, as it is still saries after their corps’ destruction 
called by many Greeks, “the City’, in 1826, while hiding from the Sul- 
John Freely has lived in Istanbul tan’s forces in the chambers used 
during its transformation from a to beat the baths of the dty. He is 
relatively forgotten dty of a million, especially eloquent on the physical 
as it was when he arrived to teach setting of the city, on the varieties 
in 1960, into todays commercial of winds, boats and fish which 
metropolis of more than 12 million crowd into the Bosphorus, the tav- 
people. Having written guide books era-lined waterway separating 
to Greece. Athens and the Europe and Asia. 

Cyclades, as wet] as four books Some winds are named after 
about Istanbul itself. Freely has an roasting walnuts, the Pleiades or 
especial sympathy for the Greek cuckoos. According to Freely, one 
heritage of this Turkish city. He or two caravels - ships of the type 
notes that liturgies are still cele- in which Columbus sailed to Amer- 
brated on their feast-day for the ica- still use the Bosphorus. At the 
city’s founder the Emperor Con- end of the book there is a gazeteer 
stan tine, and his mother Helena, at on the monuments and museums 
the church of Saints Constantine of the city, such as the great Sultan 
and Helena in Samatya. Every Ahmet mosque with its “graceful 


high life but no high thought 


cascade of domes and minarets*’, absence of creativity and intellec- 
However, his book is essentially tual curiosity. They were less appar- 
a gallop through 1600 years of ent, on the seven hQls of Byzantium 
imperial history (the periods pre- and along the shores of the 
ceding the foundation of the city Bosphorus, than religious fervour 
and following the end of the or desire for power. 

Ottoman Empire are also cov- Istanbul produced few, or no, 
ered). Constant! us succeeds Con- geniuses comparable to those who 
stan tine, Meirmed succeeds nourished in Baghdad, Vienna or 
Murad. The city expands, con- Paris. The published diaries, letters 
tracts, and after the Ottoman con- and memoirs of its inhabitants are 
quest, expands again. For a'time, it often less revealing than those of 
becomes, as in its Byzantine hey- foreign visitors. For an intema- 
day, the largest dty in Europe. Yet tional metropolis which was the 
its way of life and culture, at once focus of pleasure, ambition and 
creation and creator of the rulers trade for millions, and gloried in 
in the palace, are neglected. Read- the epithet “Refuge of the Uni- 
ers learn more about the events of verse”, this is bewildering, 
their reigns - many of them well Possibly, personal creativity was 

outside die city - than about the crushed by the repressive weight of 
laws, food and clothes prevalent in ' the states Perhaps residence in the 
Istanbul. capital of a state without fixed 

Freely does not address the cen- frontiers, constantly attacking or 
tral paradox of the dty. According attacked, made the government 
to one Byzantine writer, Constan- and inhabitants particularly 
tinople gleamed with gold and por- reserved. John Freely should write 
pbyiy. An Ottoman poet claimed his own explanation - and his pre- 
that it made heaven itself gasp with dictions for the future of this city 
envy. However, one characteristic which is now, for the first time in 
of the dty, in addition to physical its history, ruled by a fun dam en- 
beauty and imperial tradition, is an talist Islamic administration. 


ft* ~ 



The Blue Mosque in Istanbul: *^a graceful cascade of domes’* 


The flesh and the spirit 

Chris Savage King applauds a romantic lord of the dance 

Secret Muses: the life of Frederick Ashton by Julie Kavanagh , Faber, £25 


The scent of aubergines 

Carole Angier and D J Taylor review the latest fiction from 
an invisible celebrity and an unsung hero 


I n a bar near Old Compton 
Street recently, a video screen 
was relaying Frederick Ashton's 
ballet The Tales of Beatrix Potter to 
distracted punters. Ashton’s stand- 
ing in the Covent Garden repertory 
may be shaky, but it is good to 
know that he can stiU command 
devotees at street level. 

Julie Kavanagh’s biography has 
proved controversial because of its 
revelations about Ashton’s love 
life - a series of mainly gay affairs 
that fuelled his work. The dance 
world has never been renowned for 
its adherence to family values, nor 
its aversion to gossip. Secret Muses 
introduces the giddy world of Ash- 
ton’s youth in the 1920s- where if 
you weren’t bisexual by nature, you 
at least “made an attempt to be”. 
Kavanagh has a relish for salty 
anecdotes and an enjoyment of 
Ashton’s milieu that displays real 
love for her subject 
In his amorous life, Ashton pur- 
sued boys for divine inspiration, 
and also availed himself of the 
more workaday conveniences pro- 
vided by the casting couch. In 
Secret Muses, threads drawn 
between the life and the art are 
never reduced to a matter of crude 
cause and effect. They illuminate 
a body of work suffused with sub- 
tle eroticism. Ashton was a gentle 
and vulnerable man. and drew on 
the orgasmic rather than the 
orgiastic qualities of his dancers’ 
movement. In his work, the 
dancer's body is pliant and sensu- 



Ashton: “driven to dance” 


ous, and romance is often implied 
in Ids rhapsodic pas de deux. 

In his private life, Ashton much 
preferred the role of the hunter to 
that of the chased, and this seems 
to have been a canny artistic deci- 
sion. He protested a little too 
much in his pronouncements about 
bis own longings and disappoint- 
ments. He was moved more by 
transitory raptures than stodgy 
realism, and bad little inclination 
to go in for queer marriage: 
“Queeraess can’t be permanent,” 
he commented. “Queens are tarts 
and mistresses, not wives.” 

More direct creative stimula- 
tion came from women. Ashton 
was driven to dance after watching 
Pavlova and Isadora Duncan, and 
he served a choreographic appren- 
ticeship with Bronislava Nijinska. 


He considered meeting the 
designer Sophie Fedorovitch “the 
greatest luck he ever had” and his 
career with the Royal Ballet was 
directed by Ninette de Valois. He 
frequently composed ballets 
through dancers’ improvisations, 
and his work gave a central place 
to women. 

Along with Balanchine. Ashton 
took classical ballet to peaks of 
beauty and perfection that the 
fonn is unlikely to achieve again. 
He was a master at revealing char- 
acter through movement; his work 
stressed the intrinsic tenderness of 
the body, and its capacity for feel- 
ing and emotion. Attention to 
detail was lavished on all his cre- 
ations, from the lofty heights of The 
Dream’ s Titania, to the strutting 
hens in La FUle Mai Gordie. His 
source material was often slight, 
but once alchemised into dance, 
the effect was rarely trivial 

Ashton’s work exemplifies Eng- 
lishness in the best sense - com- 
bining comedy and joiedevivre with 
a lush romanticism rarely seen 
today. Artefacts like Four Weddings 
and A Funeral and Adventures in 
Motion Pictures’s over-lauded pro- 
duction of Swan Lake are praised 
in these terms, but are only shad- 
ows of Ashton’s artistic accom- 
plishments, which have wit passion 
and true grandeur. His ballets 
embody a temperament and sen- 
sibility both deeply recognisable, 
and aiso unique. His works deserve 
to live on in performance forever. 


P atrick Suskind’s Perfume 
burst upon the literary scene 
ten years ago. It was alarm- 
ingly nasty. Its serial-killer hero, 
Jean-Baptiste Grenouilla, was born 
without any odour of his own but 
in compensation, with a preter- 
naturally powerful nose. The hard- 
est thing on earth to capture in 
words is smell. But Grenouille's 
inhuman gift for the creation of 
scents was perfectly expressed in 
Suskind's gift for describing them. 

Next came The Pigeon, in which 
again the telling mirrors the tale - 
of a man so withdrawn that the 
telling is barely audible. Then he 
wrote The Story of Mr Sommer , 
which isn’t thestoiyof Mr Sommer 
at all but of a boy growing up in 
postwar Germany who meets and 
remeets the mysterious Mr S. 

They are all finely crafted para- 
bles, set on the edge of madness, 
and it would be nice to be able to 
say that Three Stories & a Reflec- 
tion (Bloomsbury, £10.95) is a 
return to that original form. Alas, 
no: this is an extremely slender 
offering which seems to me to dig 
a narrowing tunnel to a literary 
dead end. 

The richest story, “Maltre Mus- 
sard’s Bequest”, the closest to Per- 
fume, is an ambitious, young man’s 
story, in which the dying Maltre 
reveals a vision of the death of the 
universe. 

The other, later stories all seem 
to reflea the traps and terrors of 
the writing life. In “Death Wish”, 


a young woman artist is tipped into 
depression and suicide by a critic's 
idle remark. In “A Battle”, a 
stranger plays chess so coolly that 
a group of Sunday players imagines 
him to be the bold and brilliant 
Master they long for, though it’s 
dear he's a vulgar sham. 

The reflection, “Amnesia in lit- 
teris”, is about a professional liter- 
ary man who has forgotten every- 
thing he has ever read. This 
happens; if you read for a living, you 
do forget a lot But the anonymous 
hero has lost everything, except one 
line: “You must change your life.” 

If “Death Wish” and “A Battle” 
express Suskind’s artistic fears, 
“Amnesia in litteris” contains his 
recognition that he has reached the 
end of the road. And then 1 noticed 
the dates of these stories: 1979, 1981 
and 1985. He managed Mr Sommer 
in 1991. But I hardly dare ask 
where Patrick Suskind is now. (CA) 

I t would be wrong, perhaps, to 
call John Murray an underrated 
writer - the jacket, of his new 
novel carries salutations from 
Jonathan Coe, Margaret Forster 
and William Palmer -but it would 
be accurate to call him an under- 
purchased one. Published by small 
presses in the North of England, 
his novels sell in hundreds rather 
than thousands and his reputation 
survives on word-of-mouth. 

This age-old story of neglect 
would hardly be worth bothering 
about were it not for the fierce and 


idiosyncratic talent being neglected. 
Radio Activity, Murray’s last novel, 
was a send-up of the Cumbrian 
nuclear industry. Reiver Bines 
(Flambard, £8.99), also set in the 
debatable lands around Carlisle is 
a similarly eclectic stew, taking in 
surrealist comedy, border history 
and international politics together 
with oriental sex manuals and exotic 
cuisine. 

Most of it defies summary. 
Beginning with the panic attack 
experienced by Samuel Beatty, 
plump middle-aged further edu- 
cation tutor and Sanskrit expert, on 
discovering the dismal state of 
world affairs in that morning’s 
Guardian , the novel soon snakes 
out beyond Samuel’s relationship 
with his skinny, apparently duplic- 
itous wife, Vanessa, to the local his- 
tory of the 1590s, a pseudo-philo- 
sophical investigation of the nature 
of “borders" and the subtle appli- 
cation of these findings to various 
international trouble spots. 

Ranging from straightforward 
funny dialogue to a much more sav- 
age. if understated, political satire. 
Reiver Blues is distinctly un-English 
in most of its influences and asso- 
ciations. It creates a kind of borders 
magic realism reminiscent of Mil- 
telEuropa rhapsodists such as Hra- 
bal and Esterhazy. Nevertheless, 
what emerges from this agglomer- 
ation of sex, spectres and Murray's 
abiding aubergine fixation is a 
beguiling example of the English 
regional novel (DJT) 


Paperbacks 

By Christopher Hirst and Lxicasta Miller 


Sir John Soane Architect tty 
Dorothy Stroud (de la Mare, 

£ 1 S.99) Handsomely illustrated 
and scrupulously researched, this 
classic work reveals the energy 
and versatility of our finest 
architect after Wren. At its heart 
lies a tantalising sequence of 
interiors from Soane's 
masterpiece, the Bank of England, 
all hut destroyed tty bureaucratic 
vandalism in the Twenties. His 
unique style, seen here in designs 
ranging from a brewery to the 
interior of No 10 Downing Street, 
borrowed from both the classical 
and gothic traditions. 


Hie Jlmi Hendrix Experience by 
Jerry Hopkins (Plexus, £9.99) 
Though Hopkins does a fair job 
on the facts of Hendrix’s early 
life - we learn how the hero of 
the underground beat a car- 
stealing rap tty joining the 
paratroopers - be comes unstuck 
with the music, “a single noise 
fi ■ -i the cosmos- -football -fidd- 
led sheets of steel falling from 
the tops of cliffs.” 
Understandably, the audience at 
the first Jimi Hendrix Experience 
gig in Croydon were “numbed”. 
How a backing guitarist on the 
chitterling circuit was suddenly 


transformed into rock’s most 
innovative performer is 
unexplained - but we are amply 
enlightened about sex and drugs 
and post-mortem litigation. 

Dear Dodfe: the life of Dodie 
Smith tty Valerie Grove (Pimlico, 
£10) Brought out just in time to 
coincide with the recent film, this 
lively biography of the woman 
who created 101 Dalmatians 
reveals her as a delightfully 
English eccentric, even if it 
doesn’t manage to establish her 
os anything more than a minor 
talent. Her happy Lancashire 


childhood was followed by a 
miserable youth as an 
unsuccessful actress, during 
which she developed her tastes 
both for married men and exotic 
costumes. She worked as a shop 
assistant in Heals before turning 
to writing. In her prime, it was as 
a playwright that she was most 
famous, though one gets the 
impression that her plays would 
seem rather fey and sentimental 
today. (Ps. You’re not meant to 
judge a book by its cover, but the 
spotty jacket is such a triumph of 
graphic design that it deserves a 
mention.) 

Making the Cat Laugh: one 
woman's journal of single life on 
the margins by Lynn Truss 
(Penguin, £6.99) In past ages, a 
lone female with a cat was in 
danger of being prosecuted for 
witchcraft. These days, she’s 
more likely to become a 


columnist, judging from this 
collection of pieces written for 
the Times, the Listener and 
Woman s Journal. Lynn Truss’s 
doting attitude towards her feline 
friends is, in fact, the least funny 
thing in the book. It's her knack 
for lateral thinking - for pointing 
out the obvious in such a way 
that it becomes hilariously 
surreal - that provides the laugh- 
out-loud moments. 

Strange Landscape by 
Christopher Frayling 
(Penguin/BBC, £6.99) Stemming 
from Frayling’s televisual 
“journey through the Middle 
Ages”, the text is as patchy as the 
series - wonderful about the 
great medieval cathedrals, long- 
winded on Abelard and Heloise. 
The introduction, which 
underlines the significance of the 
Middle Ages today, is stuffed 
with embarrassing lists of heavy 


metal bands and suchlike. 
Frayling provides an exciting 
entrde to an alien era. but it is 
unforgivable that this edition has 
been ransacked of all illustrators. 

Journals Mid-Fifties: 1954-1958 
by Allen Ginsberg (Penguin, 
£12-50) A pyrotechnical display 
of poetry, pornography and 
pronunciamentos from the poet 
as he straddles his 30th year. 
Modesty is not his strong suit - 
“Plato, Shakespeare, 
Michelangelo and Ginsberg all 
loved boys.” Younger readers 
mystified by the appeal of a soggy 
old mystic only have to read a 
single page of this litany for a 
powerful reminder why Ginsberg 
exerted such influence in the 
Sixties. One highlight is a sleazy 
European tour with fellow Beats: 
“Peter needs a shave. I need a 
bath. Gregory needs a new 
personality.” 




W ho can you rely on for a 
Christmas Day family 
ritual? Church, 

monarchy and even the Disney 
Corporation seem to have tired 
of shoring up morale at home. 

So. into this festive vacuum, steps 
Steven Spielberg. Jurassic Park, 
on BBCL will unite the natioa 
around a screeching horde of 
computerised velodraptors. 

$900 million in box-office 
receipts and a place of honour in 
most living-rooms: not bad for a 
movie with all the wit of a 
brontosaurus brain. It belongs in 
a sequence of epics - from Tons 
to Schindler's List - whose role as 
modem sacraments far outrun 
their value as mere films. Oprah 
Winfrey once even said to him: 
“1 sometimes feel that you 
aren't a real person, Steven, 
but that God has loaned you to 
us”. Time for what Bony 
Humphries would call a 
Technicolour yawn. 

That quote surfaces in Andrew 
Yule's new biography, Stexvn 
Spielberg: father to the man 
(Linle^rown, £16.99). Yule is 
a dogged sleuth with a rather 
wearing line in Variety-style 
Hollywood patter, but his 
tireless research only serves to 
show how hard it is to fix in 
words this nerdy shaman's 
power. This book can explain, 
for example, why Spielberg 
knocked a year off his age. 
(Supposedly bora in 1947, he 
has in fact just passed what 
Yule calls “the big 5-0”.) 
However, Spielberg's ability to 
create an ersatz catharsis in 
Bradford and Bogota alike calls 
for a critic with the combined 
strengths of Pauline Kael and 
Claude Levi -Strauss. Faced 
with the task ctf assessment. 

Yule too often reaches for his 
fat cuttings file. It could be that 
the non-reading tycoon will 
always baffle old-style verbal 
types. Rather than respecting 
words, he stifles safe Good 
Books (The Color Purple, 

Empire of the Sun, Schindler's 
Ark) in primitive reverence. 

If the movies’ future turned on 
what lies under Spielberg's 
baseball cap, we might well 
despair. But as John Pierson’s 
smart and breezy chronicle of 
low-budget hustling in Spike, 
Mike, Slackers & Dykes (Faber, 
£11.99) shows, one glory of 
recent US indie cinema has 
been its flair for fast and funny 
scripts. From Spike Lee’s She's 
Gotta Have It to Kevin Smith’s 
Clerks, nifty words have staged 
a comeback. And no one could 
accuse the ultra-gabby 
Tarantino of promoting strong, 
silent heroes. So, with luck, the 
future on film may sound a bit 
more eloquent than the roar of 
a digitised T Rex. 

Boyd Tonkin 



The 

books 

you 

listen to 


S oul food for Christmas. 

Godly and ungodly alike will 
enjoy David Suchet's calm, 
inspirational reading of The 
Gospel According to St Luke 
(Penguin. 3hrs, £8.99). 

Unabridged from the King James 
version, itself meant, of course, to 
be read aloud, it has more familiar 
quotes per minute than Hamlet. 
The Bible must these days rank , 
embarrassingly high on people’s 
“Books I mean to read” list. Do 
it the eaw way, perhaps in the 
course of commuting to work 
now that Today has got so 
cantankerous, with this tasteful 
selection of the best bits of The 
Old Testament (Naxos, c Shrs, 
£16.99), read brilliantly tty a 
strong and varied cast, again in 
the authorised version. 


Christina Hardyment 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBUSH YOUR WORK 
ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERS) 
Rcton. watflcuon. Bfapyuy. nnigmui. 
Pwfty. CHttwi’e 

AUTHORS WORLDWIDE WOTTED 
WSVTE a? SEW rOURUANUSBVFT TO 
1 UNEHVA PRESS 
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lk le Carre shows what an extraordinarily witty 
writer he can be. ..spectacularly funny 1 ' 
Marcel Berlins. The Sunday Times 
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Postmodern. Maybe 

POP No Way Sis, The Empire Theatre, London By Andrew Mueller 


N o Way Sis are not the first trib- 
ute act - this tawdry phe- 
nomenon. pioneered by Bjom 
Again and the Australian Doors, 
has been with us for some time. No 
Wiy Sis arc, however, unusual among 
tribute bands in the approval they 
have received from their idols (Noel 
Gallagher gave No Way Sis the gui- 
tar with which he recorded “Some 
Might Say”) and unique in that they 
have a major record deal - their first 
single is a cover of the New- Seekers's 

Td Like to Teach the World to 
Sing", the song Oasis re-wrote as 
“Shakei-maker”. 

This alone is postmodern eno ugh 
to induce migraine; the further asso- 
ciations the song has with the slogans 
“Things go better with Coke” and 
“The real thing” could almost fuel 
•peculation that No Why Sis were con- 
ceived as a quasi-situationist prank, a 
living critique of the Oasis leviathan, 
a witheringly accurate satire. Sadly, 
this hugely attractive notion is dis- 
pelled as soon as the five young Scots 
amble on-stage. They mean every last 
third-hand riff of it. They betray not 
the slightest flicker of recognition of 
the patent absurdity of it all. 

As they plough through their note- 
perfect facsimiles of the Gallagher 
songbook. hamstrung only by the 
faux-Liam's comically inadequate 


voice, it's interesting to note the 
effect No Why Sis’s stony-faced con- 
viction has on the audience. At the 
start, the applause that greets them 
resembles the mocking, grudgingly 
welcoming reception a third division 
football grandstand affords the hap- 
less but well-meaning centre-forward 
they tolerate in the knowledge that 
the real Alan Shearer has better 
things to do than bless their modest 
arena with his presence. By halfway, 
after No Way Sis have rattled off 
“Roll With It”. “Round Are Wfcy” 
and “Slide Away", the crowd, though 
sparse, have been well and truly won 
over, willing accomplices to a cheeky 
confidence trick. 

Which, as they leave in a well- 
rehearsed Gallagher lope, has a cer- 
tain symmetry to it. It's only a scaled- 
down rc-cnactmcnt of the coup the 
real Oasis have pulled off. success- 
fully selling themselves, then the 
country and then half the world - and 
counting - on the idea that they arc 
the greatest rock ’n’ roll band on the 
planet, their glaring limitations 
notwithstanding. That said, it 
remains a peculiar thought that No 
Way Sis are about to have a hit with 
the song the band they are imper- 
sonating ripped off to make them- 
selves worthy of impersonating in the 
first place. 



. v-v. 





Uam-lookaJike teaches world to sing: the real thing has no shame, so why should he? 


EDWARD SYKES 


God bless them every one 

THEATRE A Christmas Carol, Lyric, Hammersmith 


By David Benedict 


C harles Dickens himself made a 
fortune doing solo readings 
fronts Christmas Cowl, so il is 
hardly surprising to find theatres 
turning his well-loved tale of Yulctidc 
redemption into a Christmas show. A 
couple of years back, the RSC threw 
their resources at a grandiose staging 
but despite some beautiful designs, 
it never rose above sentimentality, 
and Leslie Bricusse’s musical version, 
Scrooge, is currently playing in a 
rickety, inept production at Lon- 
don's Dominion Theatre. 

Neil Bartlett’s new version at the 
Lyric Hammersmith is considerably 
more slimline but paradoxically, it's 
far richer. Bartiett is the last person 
you expect to espouse Victorian val- 
ues but one glance at the poster 
announcing Mr Richard Briers gives 
you a glimpse of what you're in for. 
Not that he has suddenly taken up 
authentic performance practice. He 
sticks to Victorian style, but plays it 
with contemporary theatrical story- 
telling techniques and Nineties 
anachronistic flourishes. The bustling 
townsfolk push supermarket trolleys 


>ngi 

ble switch costume, role and gender 
with consummate ease, wearing train- 
ers beneath their frock coats and 
crinolines. It must be mayhem back- 
stage as they rush behind the scenes 
to pop up as chorus, carollere and a 
multiplicity of characters. The per- 
formance l saw quelled a noisy audi- 
ence of children into a (mostly) rapt 
silence, a testament to the atmosphere 
of clarity and concentration flowing 
between the cast and their public; no 
small feat considering Bartlett’s risky 
decision to stick with the Victorian 
phraseology of Dickens's original. 

Bartlett knows that effective story- 
telling is the key and he strips every- 
thing down to preserve it Carol- 
singing is used to tie scenes together 
but Chris Mcllor's arrangements 
avoid the obvious, cloying cadences of 
traditional harmonies; gone, too, is 
the sickly sentimentality that tends to 
lurk around the Cratchits. Briers 
abandons his trademark niceness to 
present a powerfully mean-spirited 
Scrooge. Most actors signal the happy 
ending from the word go. going about 


their nastiness with a nudge and a 
wink, but Briers never slips into cosi- 
ness. As a result, his journey is prop- 
erly moving, his outburst of happiness 
genuinely joyous. 

Designer Rae Smith uses an aus- 
tere palette of sombre black and 
blinding white which explodes into 
colour with the arrival of the ghost of 
Christmas Present The basic black 
box set proves hugely evocative as 
faces pop out of walls like an ani- 
mated advent calendar, or a nostalgic 
vista of a snowbound childhood opens 
out across the night sky. She is aided 
and abetted by Paule Constable, who 
etches figures in scalding hard edges 
and catches wonderfully evocative 
snowfalls in shafts of cold, wintry light 

“The greatest success in the pud- 
ding line you have ever achieved, 1 * 
announces Bob Cratchit The pace 
may flag at times, and occasionally 
you yearn for something a touch 
more frightening, but Bartlett and his 
shivering cast conjure up all the 
chills you need in this equally suc- 
cessful evening. 

To IS Jan. Booking; 0181-741 2311 



Well, hellooo! 
to a cosier 
class of camp * 

THEATRE Merry Wives of Windsor, 
RSC, Stratford By Paul Taylor 
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Bah, humbug: rechard Briers as a powerfully mean-spirited Scrooge 


D irector Ian Judge and 
The Merry Wives of 
Windsor go together 
- in theory at least - like 
fenny and Johnnie Cradock 
or FR and Queenie Leavis. 
With. Judge and the major, 
truly searching plays in the 
Shakespeare canon, the 
match is often more a case 
of Newman and Baddiet 
This is no longer as true as it 
was. His production, now 
transferred to the Barbican, 
of that difficult and 
demanding masterpiece 
Troihis and Cressda has its 
undoubted virtues. But with 
Merry Wives., just opened on 
the main stage at Stratford, 
Judge’s sensibility - which 
tends towards cosy as 
opposed to radical camp - 
meets less opposition from 
the text 

There’s a wonderful line ' 
in this play where Falstaff 
says, of his ducking in the 
Thames in the foul linen 
basket, “You may know by 
my size that I have a kind of 
alacrity in sinking”. And 
certainly my heart began to 
sink with some alacrity when 
the lights rose to reveal a 
cutesie scale model in the 
background of Windsor 
Castle, rolling fields and 
scattered cottages. It is all so 
reminiscent of the half- 
timbered Stratford skyline 
Judge inflicted on his 
depthless, Tourist Board 
Twelfth Ni&tt. Hie spectacle 
of tumbling children who 
look as if they’ve come 
straight off the covers of 

Elizabethan knitting - 

patterns does not do much 
to counteract foreboding. 
Nor does the early 
knowledge that, with 
elephantine predictability, 
Christopher Luscombe has 
been hired to perform what 
is virtually his only role - a. . 
prissy, fringe-worrying “Shut 
That Door 3 type. With the 
result that, as sure as night 
follows, day, he actually trolls 
off, at the end, with the 
young man he has been 
tricked into marrying. 
Radical, what? Not if you 
have even the faintest 
memory of Cheek By Jowl’s 
all male As You Like It. 

Happily, there are - 
performances here that 
keep forcing the heart to 


bob back up from its 
intermittent plurametings. 
The best of all of them is 
Guy Henry’s hilarious 
Doctor Caius, the mad, 
verbally challenged French 
doctor. Possessed of the 
thin, distorting-mirror 
tallness of a Tommy Tune, 
this young actor also has the 
kind of tapering face and 
staring eyes that provide the 
perfect arena for dotty self- 
preoccupation - though it 
makes you smile with 
pleasure rather than duck 
below the parapet Stalking 
about the proceedings in a 
haze of half-comprehension, 
Henry’s Caius is an instant 
comedy classic. Leslie 
Phillips may not be 
everybody’s idea of Falstaff, 
but his performance is an 
intriguing collision between 
Shakespeare’s fat knight and 
Phillips’ stage and screen 
image as the louche, 
accident-prone lady-killer 
with the man-of-th e-world 
saloon-bar drawl. The 
production makes a good 
joke of this when, at one 
point, it has his Falstaff 
disport himself in what 
looks like an Elizabethan 
anticipation of a bounder’s 
silver-buttoned blue blazer. 

As Mistress Ford, 
Susannah York, who is in 
radiant good looks, valuably 
allows the occasional 
shadow of a troubled cloud 
to float across her 
merriment It’s a shame 
that, as her frantically 
suspicious husband, an 
anaemic Edward 
Petherbridge comes over 
more like a middle-class 
version of EL Wisty than as 
a Baal Fawlty avant la lettre. 
He never drives the fast • 
scenes into the degree of 
physical delirium that is 
required. . 1 - " 

The male wigs look, 
fascinatingly, like an 
exhibition of, and homage to, 
the hairstyles of some of our 
leading female singers of 
yesteryear. Luscombe’s is 
Barbra Streisand c 1965; 
Hern/s is sheer Geo Laine. 
What, no Dusty Springfield 
beehive? What can Dusty 
have done to the RSC to 
justify this cruel exclusion? 
Booking : 01789 295623 


NICOLE KIDMAN 

IN HER BEST PERFORMANCE TO DATE 

TO DIE TOR 


“Sheer pleasure” 

Daily Express 

m See it” 

The Sun 

“ Deliriously 
cfarfc comedy” 

The Independent 

“ Cruelly funny ” 

Empire 



JOHN HAYNES 
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THE MUSICAL 

Guys and Dolls 


Richard Eyre revives his legendary 
production of Frank Loesser's gnat 
American musical comedy, based on 
stories by Damon Runyon, designed 
by John Gunter, lighting by Davfd 
Hereey, choreographed by David 
Toguri, with Imelda Staunton, Hairy 
Goodman, Joanna Riding, Clarke 
Peters and Clive Rowe. 
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on view 


our view 


Paul Taylor levitated into transports 
of delight "Wonderfully joyous... 
take your family. Tate cither peoples 
families. Tate your street Then go 
again.’ “Vibrantly alive... polish, 
heart, quality, attention to detail and 
mastery of sweeping good cheer," 
sang the Mail. “Hysterically funny 
and heart-rending... If you're not 
bowled over you must be such a guy 
as will not be moved by anything," 
exulted The Telegraph. "Seems even 
better than it did 14 years ago... a 
superb show,” agreed The Guardian. 
“Is there a more exhilarating show 
on offer this yuletide? If so, I don't 
know It" declared The Times. "A 
night of high musical pleasure,” 
cheered the Standard. 


At the National Theatre, London 
SE1 (0171-928 2252). 


Three houis of thrilling, 
roof-raising, sensational 
theatre that leaves you 
giddy with pleasure. 


Id 


THE FILM 

Evita 


The inevitable film version of the 
Uoyd Webber / Rice musical, with 
a script by Oliver Stone and director 
Alan Parker - the man who gave us 
Fame - starring Madonna as the 
iconic Argentinian queen of hearts 
(and fascist consort) Eva Rerun. 

Also starring Antonio Banderas and 
Jonathan Pryce. 


Adam Mars- Jones found it "glossy 
and superannuated”, and Madonna 
gives no “sense of a performer 
transforming or transcending 
herself. “We're never remotely 
tempted to cry for her... a failure,” 
rebuked Time Out. “Madonna earns 
her stardom... but watching Parker's 
huge film is a relentless experience," 
choked the Standard. “Something is 
wrong with a musical when you 
keep hoping everyone will shut up,” 
noted The Times. "May not be 
profound but nor is it shallow," said 
The Guardian. “A miracle... 
Madonna's Evita Is beautifully sung, 
forthrightly characterised and 
wonderfully moving... barely puts a 
foot wrong," eulogised the FT. 


Cert PG, 133 mins, at the Odeon 
West End. Selected previews from 
26 Dec, nationwide from 3 Jan. 


Madonna is typecast as 
a woman who redefines 
self-love. Over amplified ' 
In every sense. 


d 


THE BALLET 

The Nutcracker 


The first London performances of 
Tchaikovsky's classic by the Kirov 
with their legendary corps de ballet 
choreographed by Vainonen. An 
ever-changing cast from willowy 
sterlet Diana Vishneva to New York 
City Ballet's premier danseur Igor 
Zelensky, with the orchestra of the 
Birmingham Royal Ballet 


Louise Levene lavished praise on 
Asylmuratova and the still “superb” 
corps de ballet but found the 
production disappointing. “No one 
on stage seems to act, yet we see a 
subtle co ncertante ensemble in 
which simple poses, light gesture, 
have a serene assurance,” nodded 
the FT. "As a period piece, It holds 
a certain fascination," observed The 
Times. “Standards are slipping... 
overwhelmingly so in last night's 
underpowered presentation,” chided 
the Standard. “At best Vainonen’s 
steps are off-the-bolt classroom 
stuff, and at worst they show a 
comic fondness for stomping 
dutifully along to the music's beat,” 
admonished The Guardian. 



At the coliseum, London WC2 
(0171-632 8300) until 4 Jan. 


One for talent-spotters 
but not a patch on the 
Birmingham Royal • 
Ballet production. 
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Stephen Wood 
glides across 
Lapland on skis 


ft 


T he firet Friday of this month was a national 
holiday in Finland. This came both as a sur- 
prise to me - 1 had no idea I was arriv ing 
on the state's 79th birthday — and something 
of a relief: giving eveiyone on the plane a little 
bottle of sparkling wine in honour of a journalist 
from The Independent had seemed a bit excessive, 
until I gathered the pilot had in feet said “Inde- 
pendence Day”. But my relief was tempered with 
anxiety. If it was a bank holiday weekend wouldn't 
the winter sports area of YU as be very crowded? 

. The anxiety began to dissipate on the bus from 
the airport at Kittfla, in Lapland, the northernmost 
province of Fin land. There was only one other pas- 
senger aboard and the road through the forest was 
so deserted that I idly started counting the vehi- 
cles that we passed coming the other way. Very idly. 
The bank holiday rush obviously hadn't pushed 
Lapland's population density much above its nor- 
mal 2.1 people per square kilometre. 

Lapland is deserted In an area bigger than Eng- 
land and Wales put together it has a population 
about the size of Southampton’s. True, there is a 
bit of a blip in December, that is when the British 
holidaymakers - an extraordinary 15,000 were 
expected this year - turn up to celebrate Christ- 
mas. The local resident, Santa Claus, is the big 
attraction, closely followed by the elves and, in the 
words of one British tour operator, “non-stop 
huskies, non-stop reindeer”. Me, I was Scrooge on 
skis. Christmas could wait - 1 was going to spend 
the weekend cross-country skiing (for the first 
time) and trying the downhill slopes of Yllas Fell. 

Cross-country skiing is big in Lapland for two 
reasons. First, the area is a bit short of mountains 
for downhill: Yllas is the highest ski area in Fin- 
land. but the top of the fell is at only 718m. Sec- . 
ond there is snow on the gmundffom November 
to May, so jogging is out of the question. As is 
apparent from the grim concentration on the feces 
of skiers on the tracks around Akaslompolo - the 
main resort town for Yllas - Finns regard cross- 
country primarily as a form of jogging. It is beau- 
tiful to watch, especially the traditional and mis- 
leadingly named “diagonal'’ style, in which the skis 
glide serenely forwards in parallel. 

‘ It has almost nothing in common with downhill 
skiing: there’s little excitement or challenge; 
familiar rituals such as queuing for ski-lifts have 
no part in it; and it is very easy to learn. I can vouch 
for the last because I am a largely self-taught cross- 
country skier. I was supposed to have a lesson on 
my first day, but a mix-up with bookings meant that 
I missed my slot. Instead the equipment-hire shop 
\gave me some boots (exquisitely light and com- 
fortable, with a lip at the front to click into the tiny, 
hinge-cffeci ski binding), a pair of skis (also very 
light), two long poles (for forward propulsion 
rather than balance) and a shon run-down on tech- 
nique. Then offl went, with the encouraging advice 
that although I would find it difficult on the pave- 
ment. it would get easier on the tracks. 

I think they meant “in the tracks”. The exten- 
sive network of municipal cross-country- tracks 
around Akaslompolo is prepared tty piste-bashing 



Non-stop reindeer? Even in Finland wild herds are rarely seen 


machines, which Batten down a central reservation 
and cut two grooves. Like railway lines, down either 
side. There’s an “up” line and a “down” line (in 
Finland you ski on the right); the central reserv- 
ation is for climbing inclines and, for macho types 
who use the “skating” style, a brutal but more 
effective method which involves pushing off a diag- 
onal back ski in a kind of herringbone pattern. 

Even on the trades, there is a problem for begin- 
ners: still moving with an ungainly shuffle, you 
travel a lot more slowly than the experts, who glide. 
I felt like Thomas the Ihnk Engine on a TGV line. 
What was the correct cross-country etiquette? Was 
I supposed to make a hand-signal and pull over 
so that the group behind - 1 could hear them get- 
ting closer - might overtake? I chose to be rude 
and they struggled past on the central reservation. 

Quite soon^fhougfaj Iggtjnjp-tbe grooves. When 
you thin k abdufit, cross-fountry Isa nightmare of 
arm and leg co-ordinafy^ when you stop think- 
ing about it, it becomes completely natural. Your 
body slips itito a laicFB’ack, lofjing ritythm, which 
becomes utterly hypnotic. Push (on the back sld) 
and glide (on the bbnl);push (forcing the middle 
of the . back ski down on to the snow) and glide 
(unweighting the other so that only the slip-waxed 
front and back touch the snow); push (using the 
pole) and glide (moving the pole forward as the 
gliding ski slows, and becomes the back ski). 

There would, I knew, be a song whose rhythm 
would complement the machine-like movement; 
and in the end I found it. My advice, if you are think- 
ing of going cross-country skiing, is to listen to Bob 
Marle/s Buffalo Soldier a few times before the trip. 
I can offer no advice, however, on how to stop or 
turn on cross-country skis. All the man in the hire 
shop would say was that they were both difficult. 
That was true, but not helpful I had to improvise; 
if you* sit down, I found, you will eventually stop. 
Then you can decide which direction to take. 

Boldly I decided to try some cross-town skiing, 
and directed my skis down Akislompolo's rather 
sparse main street to the pizza joint. After lunch, 
at dusk, I headed back. It was already half-past two 
in the afternoon. 

What does the name Finland conjure up to you? 
Trees, snow, and probably gloom. Finland is not 


Lapland: 
ski basics 


Stephen Wood stayed at the 
Akas Hotel in Akaslompolo, 
where a two/three person log 
cabin (with sauna) costs from 
2,640 Finnish marks per 
week (about £350). He flew 
by Finnair, Londcn-Helsinki- 
Kittiia - round-trip from 
£325. The hire of cross- 
country skiing equipment 
costs FIM70 (a little over £9) 
per day; a downhill ski-pass 
at Yllas Fell costs FJM90 
(£12), boots and skis 
F1M100 (£13). No major tour 
operators offer ski packages 
to YlISs, although they are 
expected to do so next 
season. Tailor-made packages 
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are available from Norvista from £648, flight and half- 
(0171-409 7334): for board included (two sharing), 

example, an eight-day holiday Further information: Finnish 
in Yllas, low season (5 Tourist Board (0171-839 

January-14 February) costs 4048) 


noted for its vivacity and animation. The Norwe- 
gians - not themselves usually regarded as a load 
of laughs - apparently enjoy a genre of Finnish 
“jokes”, based on the notion that Finns are 
depressing uncommunicative, and heavy drinkers. 
In one of them a couple are reunited after a long 
separation and go for a sauna together, takin g 
some vodka with them. After a couple of hours' 
silent drinking, she asks him how he's been. He 
replies, after another couple of hours: “Did we 
come here to babble, or to drink?” 

Gloom is undeniable - at least in Lapland in 
December. The sun never rises: as one Finn said 
to me, “It goes somewhere else.” Daybreak 
comes at about 10.30am, and dusk follows four 
hours later. Even in the midday twilight, every- 
thing seems to be in black-and-white, under a 
heavy grey sky. 

This does have a lowering effect on one's 


mood: I took some Sibelius with me, to set an 
authentically Finnish atmosphere, but it seemed 
absurdly jolly for Lapland The lack of light also 
squeezes the day down in a most confusing way. 
Right after lunch it feels like time for tea and 
crumpets - and then there are five hours of dark- 
ness to kill before suppertime. The few “daylight” 
hours provoke a clock-watching anxiety, even 
though most of the skiing facilities are floodlit I 
did get in half a cross-country skiing lesson on day 
two, but I had to leave early to catch the last bus 
to YlISs Fell - which departed at 11am. 

That was a mistake. Although Akaslompolo is 
well inside the Arctic Circle, the weather there was 
wimpishly warm, never felling below -3C during 
the day. Up on Yllas Fell, the temperature was no 
lower, but a howling wind effectively took ft down, 
so Z was told, to -15C. In thick mist, and with the 
wind whipping snow off the fell, the visibility was 


PHOTOGRAPH: HANS MADEJ'NETWORK 

so poor that I could hardly see my skis on the 
nursery-slope drag lift. On the T-bar up towards 
the summit it was cold enough lo give me an instant 
headache - nature's way of telling you to get back 
to the restaurant. That ride, plus the l.IOOm 
descent, cannot have taken more than about ID 
minutes. But by the time I got back down, the eye- 
brow that bad not been covered by my woolly hat 
was solid with ice. Between February and May, 
when the sun rises, Yllas Fell is apparently a 
delightful place to ski; but I cannot recommend 
it on a freezing, misty day in December. 

I thought 1 ought to ski the Mettanperkel- 
heenrinne, because I have never been down a run 
with such a long name. Happily, it was closed, so 
I was able to get back to the cosy cross-countiy 
tracks at Akaslompolo before nightfall. Push and - 
glide, push and glide: beautiful. 

I had avoided Santa Claus, although his Akas- 
lompolo residence was pointed out to me; I saw 
no elves, and no huskies. But on that last late after- 
noon, I did see some non-stop reindeer. I wish they 
had stopped, but they didn't A group of than came 
slowly and timidly out of the forest behind me, 
crossed the ski track, and carried on to the frozen 
lake. To be honest they looked too much like lumpy 
cattle for the moment to seem special - and any- 
way, until another cross-country skier came down 
a side track, I had no idea how special it was. 

She had been to Lapland many times, she said, 
and this was only the second time she had seen wild 
reindeer. So I was lucky to see.them? “You are very 
lucky,” she said. “And so am L” 

I went down to the edge of the lake to see if I 
could spot them again. But I couldn't see anything 
except shades of grey. The huge, flat sky perfectly 
matched the colour of the lake, with the strip of 
land on the other side just a slightly darker tone, 
one step down the Duiux colour chart Then some- 
thing peculiar happened. Perhaps it was the rein- 
deer that caused it or the affecting emotion of the 
woman to whom I had spoken; perhaps I had 
simply given in to the powerful dark rhythm of the 
Arctic Circle. But suddenly the landscape and 
climate were no longer grim, just utterly and mov- 
ingly awesome. Whatever, it wasn't ihe wind 
whipping off the lake that brought tears to my eyes. 




Watch out for the discounts 


* 


I f it's midwinter day. it 
must be time for the 
January sales. That is the 
logic that" the travel 
industry is applying this 
weekend, in the hope that 
in between frantic shopping 
assaults on Marks & 

Spencer and Wile rsi one's, 
you and I will pop into a 
High Street travel agent 
and book a holiday. 

The January sales push 
has begun ludicrously early 
this vear, even by the 
standards of an indusoy that 
frequently seems to divert 
from reality'. At my local 
branch of Thomas Cook, l 
noticed that the big “ 1 2 per 
cent” off notice was 
detachable, presumably so 
that an increased discount 
offered tty rivals Going Places 
or Lunn Poly can be matched 
without ripping down the 
entire window display. 

What concerns me more 
than the premature sales 
push is that the travel 
industty seems unwilling to 
take note of public and 
political pressure. The Office 
nf Fair Trading castigated 
the wav that discounts are 
contigent on the purchase of 
over-prieed insurance. 
Indeed, it was one reason 


i 


Simon Calder 


why the OFT referred the 
industry to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. 

Yet if you glance at your 
local branch of Going Places 
today, you will see that the 
digits promising “12 per cent 
off” are about as big as this 
page. In contrast, you will 
need to press your nose 
against the window to see 
that the small print saying 
you have to buy the 
insurance is about the same 
size as this type. The 
standard insurance policy 
for a one-week holiday in 
Europe is £29 J5. 

Can 1 draw some more 
small print to your 

attention? This is the 
advertisement tucked in the 
back of Trawl Weekly, one of 
the travel trade papers. This 


offers people who work in 
travel an annual policy, valid 
worldwide, for just £25. 

As it happens, I will be 
calling in at Going Places to 
book a holiday today. And if 
you took our advice to buy a 
Bounty bar, you should, too: 
vouchers for the best offer of 
the year, a straight £50 for 
buying one bar of chocolate- 
covered coconut expires on 
New Year’s Eve. I shall buy a 
day trip to Seville in February 
for £129 (with no mandatory 
insurance), and the agency 
will hand me £50-worth of 
pesetas. This proved to be 
such a good dealthat a rival 
tour operator is rumoured to 
have gone out and bought a 
gross of Bounty bars and 
organised an entire sales 
conference based on the 
promotion. 

These pages will strive to 
bring you the best travel 
confections over the coming 
year, but tomorrow 7 am 
going on holiday. I always 
aim to celebrate my 
birthday, which is in four 
days’ time, in a different 
location. Last year I spent 
the day hitch-hiking through 
eastern Zimbabwe, ending 
in a hostel in Umtata with 


certainly the least appetising 
Christmas dinner I have 
ever eaten. 

This Christmas I have 
kept quiet about ray plans, 
fearful that the trip is a sign 
of advancing years. If 
anyone asks, I just mutter 
something about the 
Dominican Republic. Keep 
it quiet, but 1 am actually 
going on a Caribbean cruise. 
The reason (besides the wish 
to have a decent Christmas 
dinner) is strictly financial: a 


through southern Africa cost 
me a straight £1,000 
including flights. A 
Thomson cruise through the- 
Leeward Islands actually 
cost £100 less. I shall tell you 
how they compare on 4 
January. Meanwhile, may all 
your travels at Christmas 
and beyond be fun and 
fulfilling, and may you never 
need to claim on that over- 
priced insurance. 

In the first Independent 
Magazine of 1997, you will 
read a travel special that 
includes a story by another 
birthday boy: Tony Wheeler. 
The founder of Lonely 
Planet Publications 
celebrated his 50th two days 


ago. He will be writing on his 
adopted home town of 
Melbourne for the Magazine, 
as part of an alphabetical trip 
around the globe from 
Antarctica to Zanzibar. 

The world has changed 
considerably since Mr 
Wheeler first wrote Across 
Asia on the Cheap in 1973 , 
which included the 
following exchange at the 
Iran-Afgh anistan border 

“How long have you been 
here?”, we asked. “About six 
horns 

"Good grief - what have 
you been doing all that 
time?" 

“Blowing a tittle dope 
with the customs." 

The marks of true 
celebrities are that their 50th 
birthdays should be a matter 
of note - and that they 
should be rumoured to have 
died. Both of these apply to 
Paul McCartney, and also to 
Mr Wheeler, he is supposed 
to have perished under the 
wheels of an Indian bus. But 
yesterday morning he was 
alive and well and has 
almost forgiven his staff for 
their specially designed 
birthday card: a book cover 
entitled Tony Wheeler a 
Rough Guide. 
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Don’t have a car? You’ve been sleighed 


Mi 


Santa Claus is 
coming to town? 
Not on public 
transport, he’s not. 
Simon Calder 
surveys the trains 
and boats and 
plane s over 
Christmas - and 
offers the chance to 
‘name that tune' 
and win a festive 
prize. 

Spot the song titles 
and win the new 
‘Rough Guide to 
Rock'. Contained in 
the following story 
are the titles of 16 
Christmas hits, 
many of them naff. 

If you can spot 
them all, you could 
be in the running 
for a free copy of 
this new book, 
which retails at 
£ 17 . 99 . 


“1 


wish,” crooned Roy Wood of Wiz- 
zard, “It could be Christmas every 
day." He cannot be much of a trav- 
eller. Were it permanently 25 December, 
then the transport map of Britain would 
look decidedly bleak, u a spaceman came 
travelling to the UK on Christmas Day, he 
would assume that almost no one went any- 
where without a car. 

Suppose Mr Wood wanted to venture 
from his home town of Birmingham to 
Wolverhampton to deliver some mistletoe 
and wine, and say merry Christmas, every- 
body, to his pals from the band Slade. He'd 
better watch out - not because Santa Claus 
is coming to town, but because the last 
northbound train from New Street is at 
9.05pm on 24 December. The first one back 
is not until 6am, two -an d-a- half days later. 
This story is repeated on almost all UK rafl 
services on both Christmas Day and Booring 
Day. The honourable exception is the 
Gatwick Express, which is making a late bid 
for bargain of the year. From 7am to 
530pm on 25 December, trains will run 
every half-hour- and passengers travel free. 

Midlands musos are better served on the 
buses. National Express is breaking its usual 
Christmas duck (or should that be turkey?), 
with a 25 December bus from Wolver- 
hampton, Birmingham and Coventry to 
Heathrow and Gatwick airports. Another 
coach will link Swansea, Cardiff and Bristol 
with the pair of London airports. And that, 
as far as National Express is concerned, is 
it On 26 December, a limited service of 
buses will run based around London and 
Birmingham. When Wizzard first hit the 
charts, Roy Wx>d could have relied upon the 
London Underground network to whisk him 
around the capital on 25 December, but the 
Tube closes altogether now. After 10pm on 
Christmas Eve, the Tube will be silent, night 
and day, until around 8am on Boxing Day. 

A few London buses are running, includ- 
ing a free service, number 208, between 
Lewisham and Bromley. Unlike last Christ- 
mas, the Transport and General Workers’ 
Union has brought its festive 732 service 
between Edgware Station and Crickle- 
wood Broadway to a hill stop. 

The cavalry may have been the inspir- 
ation for the pricing policy on London 
Buses on Christmas Day, because the bus 
operators - like the Light Brigade - can 
charge what they like. The 716 bus from 
Trafalgar Square will get you dose to Sta- 
ples Comer, at the foot of the Ml. The 
Hitch-hikers' Manual Britain rates this as a 
four-star junction (average waiting tune 10 



minutes to travel north from here) and says 
that motorists are more prone to stop on 
25 December than on any other day. 

I was bom on Christmas Day, so the 
. prospect of frying down to Rio (on Vang at 
10pm) appeals rather more. The price I was 
quoted was £650, but Maty’s boy child 
would travel for one-tenth of this until His 
second birthday. 

lb reach Heathrow airport by public 
transport looks rather tougher than trav- 
elling by donkey to Bethlehem. The Aland 
A2 Airbuses are running from Victoria and 
Euston respectively. These buses step into 
Christmas mode around 6am and step out 
again shortly before 3pm in time for a late 
lunch. With a seven-hour wait, I could be 
doing a lot of walking in the air terminal. 
The Gatwick-Heatbrow link (6am-7pm) 
completes the airport loop, and enables 


you to yell, “A wombiing Merry Christ- 
raasr as you speed past Wimbledon. 

Eurostar is running no services from 
Waterloo and Ashford to Brussels and 
foris on 25 December. The reason, says the 
company, is that there are no connecting 
transport links on the British side. 

It’ll be lonely this Qmstmasdown at the 
P40 terminal in Dover. But in the Stena 
Line cross-Channel schedules I’ve been 
studying, I saw three ships come sailing in 
- and three sailing back to Calais. A day- 
trip ticket costs £1. 

Tb flee the transport inertia of Britain in 
December, stay in France - where you will 
find many trains and buses running nor- 
mally, the sort of commitment to public 
transport 1 believe in. Father Christmas, 
though, might be tempted to ask: "Do they 
know it’s Christmas?” 


PHOTOMONTAGE: JONATHAN AN5TEE 


Eumstar 0345 303030. 

London Transport: 0171-222 1234. 
National Rail Enquiries: 0345 484950. 
National Express: 09 90 808080. 

Stem Line: 0990 707070. 


How to enter Hidden in the story are 16 
song titles. Your task is to identify them alL 
Write them on a piece of paper, or tear 
outiphotocopy this story and highlight them. 
Then complete this sentence: ‘The best 
book to give Santa when he comes to town 
is the ‘Rough Guide to’ -’', in as many 
words as you like. It could be an existing 
book - such as ‘ Turkey' \ both the home 
country of St Nicholas and his favourite 
dinner -or an imaginary one, such as the 
‘Rough Guide to Lapland and Chimney- 
climbing’. 



1. “I wish it could be 
Christmas every day* 
counts, but “Flying down 
to Rio", and "1 saw three 
ships" don't as neither 
were Christmas hits. 

And don’t even think 
about “Waterloo", 
“Victoria", "Stop", or any 
other one-word wonders. 

2. Punctuation should 
be ignored, so beware of 
things. Like this. 

3. No Robson & Jerome 

songs or Andrew Lloyd 
Webber compositions 
are knowingly included, 
or comprise acceptable 
answers. . . 

4. Don’t worry if you. 
cant get all 16; if you 
have a jolly good try and 
can think of a neat tie- 
break, you will be in the 
running. 

5. The competition is 
open to employees of 
Newspaper Publishing 
pic and their relatives. 
This may save on 
postage. 

6. The travel editor's 
decision is final. Only 
entertaining 
correspondence will be 
entered into. 


Send your entry to 
Santa's Suitcase, 
Travel, The 

Independent, 1 Canada 
Square, London E14 
5DL, to arrive by 6 
January. 

The 10 best entries 
will be sent a copy of 
the Rough Guide to 
Rock, an up-to-the 
minute compendium 
covering more than 
1,000 bands and 
artists. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


travel • uk, overseas 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


| Holidays Afloat UK | 


BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey/ 
Hants. Lux boats. (01258)703691- 
BRITAIN'S BEST Self Drive Noravr- 
bosc Mondays. WWstt choice. 
BflQfnnsrs very welcome. Tal 
01905 726625. 


UK Travel 


m BROCHURE NOW OUT a 

m NEW brsJ rw brochure m 
v hot off the press. Don't • 
m delay - phone now! m 
_ BtnH—l Nart mn Wwfcad. • 

* Lake*. Dslca. North York Moar*^ 

• Prmk Danin, Kale*. Narfoflc. ^ 

■ Mfata. Dorset, Km Lobustr • 
_ Smbcn Ireland a 


01756 702200 


HLLTHWAiTE HOUSE Wndomn 
Thcm barro w Rosd. overlooking 
lake. Afl rooms ensuBs {some wfth 
.fanrrrl 6*018} SoWMe TV, {SB- 
making. Sauna, TykjStoam Room 
sndhoaad Indoor pool soMy tar 
oi* gueets’ use. 2 rights. 5 course 
Dlnnar BAB IncLVAT onfy EOT. 3 
nights only £130. Brochure 
01539443836. 

LAKE DISTRICT WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hot oK tha press nsw 
1987 bast ever colour brochure, 
phono newU 01756 702208 


Devon & Cornwall 


A FINE SELECTION o! conges on 
both coasts ol Cornwall and on 
Softy. 1097 Brochure now avail- 
•bis Comtti TmdHansi Cottages. 
1012081 673 5S9 7dayparsonal 
■ante* Own -Opm. 

DEVON CONNECTION, Luxury 
Bwna.pool.Dar Tel 01648560084 
CORM0H WELCOME COTTAOE8. 
Hot oR tha proas now 1M7 nasi 
•tear coteur brochure. Phona 
now* 1 01756 702201 
WEND RETREAT SALCOMBE. 
Cosy Coach H ee Uflr CH. W.B. 
Stow Sips * Parte* Court hae 
and lodge Sips 9-20. 01336 
742400. 

CORNWALL TRADITIONAL Cl 7th 
conasat on pa r aful (arm 6m 
Pun Isaac and beeches. Korea 
rung and cyteng aat Tat 01208 
KD439 


Eiwt Anglia 


AMAZING VALUE East Angda col 
tagws Naw 52 paga corour 
Brochure Tal iDtTSBt 702240 


Ireland 


graiuiTO H 

csmsEieuuR 

ancAfl JMT jnjgr ngmn Cork 

rm i-mt Tccmr, can 

a* Ceng* 

■ tfi *m nacre* sr nr. iron 

£220 *xrmi»:i*ntaer 

^01756702241 


IRISH COUNTRY Hobdays - tha 
pranrer choice Oyer 300 hvjwid- 
uai reoeges. Farmhouses. Hotels, 
R Shannon Cruising and Gypsy 
Carevana oU id tha lagtreai sten- 
duds. Many arelcana pat*. 
Phone Ol 5C2&GD6M |M hotel) 

JOYCES IRELAND: Unique aolttifl 
hoHdays. Dacmat itis hidden Ire- 
land TM 01 93482301 7 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES. 280 
■elect mdMduai cottages In 
■iipart) locations- Disc Faros. 
MTO Colour Brochure 01833 
681080 

CONNEMARA GO. GALWAY 
Cashol Mouse Horn • Gardena 
Real au ran] and Riding Stabfm 
Tei 003531 WI00T Fax 31077 


Northumbria 


SUPERB COTTAGES. Northumbria. 
Wales. Yorkshire A Shropshire. 
Sykes Catches {01244) 345700. 


The Lake District 


Scotland 


SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Hoi off the press new 
1997 best avar colour brochure. 
Phone ncartl 017S6 702213 


Shropshire 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Gaor 
glan country house experience, 
near ludtow. 3 night breaks Irem 
C75. COhw Bredu 01584 823209 


Wiles 


A supsrfa ref ac t ion ol quoSty 
d wrodar oonogai in re 
P a mbrofcastrso Coop NoSond 
farfc. M prepares * h i mohod 
to lha highest Nondtsods. 

Phone now ter ha ccfeur brochure 

01239-881397 ihm 

pembbokeshue 

comm, counut. 

amass 



BRECON BEACONS/ 

BLACK MOUNTAINS 

NATIONAL PARK 

Over 100 tetf catering collages, 
some sktp up to 30. Minyfeu 

Ihu £250 per week high seasoo. 

01874 676446 


COAST & COUNTRYSIDE . Colour 
brochure ol 500 tannbouaei/cot 
tepee throughout Wteee. Afl tourist 
board t napec l ed/greded. Wataa 
HoUeys (01086)825287. 

SNOWDONIA COASTUNE. Ltoyn 
pamrliTsula. Coastal and country 
cottages end tarntfnxises. Nefyn 
Hofetsys 01758 720074 

“BEST IN WALES' 1997 guMa out 
non! Phis, last ma nna Xmas 
supartMs. Coastal Cottagos of 
' 01437 765705 


GOWER tdyflk 3 crown 17C tam>- 
hausa an a^M B. B & E M. CZMa 
Log flraa. fctsaed bar . llaMng, 
Which? beat BSE AAiRAC 
Brechrea 0128959564a 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


SUPERB COTTAGES. Vortca 
NorttmiMB. LAflK. Peaks. Sykat 
Cottages (01244) 34570Q. 

york Oven zsv off. 2 
H aw oit h Court Hqul Car Path. 
CmtnL Brochure BtSBt 425 156 
YORKS DALES, Moore. CoasL Peak 
A Laka DM. HoAday COOS Ywfc 
sMM 01756 700872 


Corsica 


CORSICAN PLACES. Tha Corsican 
spadaBSL Lovely range of v*ms, 
cottages, apt* S hotels. Very 
trlaodty, personal ssnrica. Cell tar 
our 1997 brochure 01424 77*368. 
ATOL 2847 MTO. 

SIMPLY CORSICA. Discover the 
Med R strenean’s bear k epi secret , 
sn Island of glorious hums and 
spectacular mountains, untar- 
rrished by man tautsm. Villas 
wWi porda, seaside cottages, 
mountain aubargax and syllah 
hotels. Plaaaa caAOlBI B95 8323- 
ABTA V1337ATQL 1BZ2ATTO 


FVance 


Relaxed Discovery 
and Adventure 
HoHdajs in 10 IdylSc \ 
French Regions 


b tW M fc SRyls IHiaRyl m b 


01606 48699 

/Ub ATOL 2412 


DORDOGNE RIBERAC 2 List uHaa 

i wltn pool Slpa • « 7. area aA yr- 

01932 765*33. 

CHEZ NOUS ‘97 Out Now. Sawa 
Money Book DWctwithlTOOpri- 
mm amors of a* type* of hoMsy 
property In Franca. Oty Breaks. 
Ferry rums Brecfc 01484682503 
SW FRANCE Farmhouses w«> 
pools. Tam at Oarotma 4 La 
Beam. 01954 261431. ATO ASTA 


Germany 


GERMANY - DaSy low coat Bflht* 
and haul acc oase o da Uon. Afl 
mator crodR cams, ptaasa caB 
German Travel Centre OIBi 429 
2900. ABTA 90695 ATOL 2977 
IATA. 


Greece 


SPRING FLOWERS, breathtaking 
dawaE empty hs sc hn Oha 
Waattm Crete bom %H vHagaa 
houses. Pure Crate (0181) 7ao 
0679. ATOL 2757. 

GRECOFILE; FilOXENIA For lha 
eBac amta fl. tarty. «uMi Greece. 
(01422) 675966. ATOL 2817 AIT0. 

SIMPLY CRETE Escape ths mata- 
stream and expeilsucs Ow real 
Gran. Restated country cottages, 
vfflaa wfth prfvate pools, quifily 
■psttmantaand laraBy-mn botala. 
ptw Island wenaerkig and Spe- 
cial hrterasl Holidays. 0181 90S 
9323 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
MTO 

SIMPLY (OMAN Paue. Corfu. 
Lamas. Magsntsi. Itta 
Caphatania. ZsnkyrdhOA Qainm- 
■audaBy Greek hoodays away 
from Bta rotmatresm. ViBm w4b 
privMa pods, lamify-iun hetsie & 
seaside caoagas in besutflu, 
unspadl tocsOone, pkia SpecMM 
imareai HoBdcyai oi8i 905S3Z3 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AfTQ 


Portugal 


Italy 


VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
with poota fat unspoSt Nanh TeL 
01954 261431. ATOL 2787 AITO 
SIMPLY PORTUGAL Truly MMd- 
ual vtUas wHh pools, gtadaus 
manor ho us ss A u ta cf sd h ote li & 
poussdtt an m bet toeefawstg 
coiMfy. plua flaxtaM ‘Wbnoartng 
holidays and cfay breaks, om 
995 9323. ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 
ATia 


1 .ICO new way; 
to discover 
unspoilt Italy 


Discover Tuscany A llntala 
on a guided walking or 
eyeing hofeday. Experience 
pretty medieval towns, 
beautful countryside, local 
cuMne and stay In Mendy. 
comfortable hotels. Ring 
now lor your 1997 colour 
brochure. 


SIMPLY TUSCANY & UMBRIA. 
1997 brochm cm now. Trarfl- 
ttonai country villa apartments 
wfth pool and Itodble, fly-drtua 
hoHdays taahalng charming. Intf- 
mma hotaia. Plus special hitarest 
Hobdays and abort breaks to Flo- 
ranca. Ptaasa can Dial 90S 9323. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 ATO. 

IDYLLIC ITALY, vPias, farmhouses, 
castles, hotels, ths compMa 
s al a rt o n . M d g s Hi rer's Toscana. 
0181 707 8785. ASTA D0219 


Spain 


MOUNTAINS OF SPAIN, Pyrenees. 
Andalusia. Sfe. Inland Spain. 
Country Guast Houses. Eco4Jnka 
(0171) 732 1188. ATOL 4004. 
VINTAGE SPAIN. Country houses 
wfth poors In onspoat areas of 
Camfcmya. AncUiicIa & MaBorca. 
01954281431 ATO ATOL 27B7 


Turkej’ 


SIMPLY TURKEY Discover a 
ildlgfee fty dBtarani Turkey, away 
trom lha mainstream, wtth our 
unlquaisngairfniislcoeaoaa.vfl. 
tas wan prime boats end triamUy 
hotels. Plus our Beribtowandartng 
lautpam ma. spatfsl miaresi ho«- 
days, guW cruising and Istanbul 
city brea ks. Please can 01B1 995 
9323 ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 
AITO 


Africa 



CAPETOWN W1NELANDS 
GARDEN ROUTE N ATAL 
TRANSVAAL ZIMBABWE 

A uniqoe s*te«ion of Classic 
KottU, Game Reserves and 
Oitonfog Homes & Gardens. 
Fly-Orw *Bb An ILgha ta Dudw 
Capa Tom. HSunrestag. H«re 
Somh Atncan Attaer AIDL2334 
97 KuiOoll Seed, London W6 SQM 


0171-381 5222 


USA 




to 


Fly-drirt hotels 4 nranuy 

lets self dme or tours, 

&escotiHlC«dil«in 

Call (or a brocfinre 

10990605605 

■ vim >irs n*»i <rm 


Skiing Holidays 


French Skiing at its best 


« r: t‘Ch(Axal . 

bawl and eroiniMxidKinNnBng micas , 

fa* ipv^SZS* 

■PIb^b » Brochure 0171-5M 7820 Mavfn 
1250-325091 S Rssavations B171-584 2M1^16W^228a 



v wor ^ay 
►7SWt DEN 

— -lacCHiUT-.:: ;-.icmi' ;no»-. 


5KVLINE PRESENTS 
Ol/i SCANDINAVIA 
On'OTTS 275 2750 


THE ORIGINAL 
SKI TRAVEL 
AGENCY 
Tbe short cn£ to yonr 
IdraiboBflay 

S KI 0171-602 9900 

ounnoxs 

aamwn 


COURCHEVEL 

&VALD1SERE 

[LOTS OF NEW SNOW I 


Redwed Price* • Cafered GmIcU 

Jan 4 - £375 

Li FINLAYS M> 

fe 01835 830562 iS. 



^fei Heogang 

SAALBACH 

B HINTHtGLBAM . AUSTRIA 

IMlIlliSH) 


OBBUMSEIMUMr 

I AVAILABILITY I 


2f£350^IW 


S lirede 7sb» 

10171730 





Snow 2.0 Metres 
Franc o.S to the £ 
Book now for friendly 
catered chalets in 
Courchevel fi. Val d’lsore 

01484 548996 ■=* 



GOOD SNOW ALREADY! 

AWanrar-LAMoreauiussuA 





01273 202204 


SKI TOP DECK 

Andorra Austria 
Switzerland 

FOR MOUNTAINS OF FUN 
Unbeatable Apres 9d 
Cboica ofAeoaModMlon 
Great lor Snawboafdng 
Fnxj 3W Gtidtao 

From £219 kc ti nlABDB&reai 

0171 370 4555 

Fax (M 71373 6201 
agTAVSSOXATOUfflg 


LEISURE®] 

TRAVEL SERVICES tEf 

Ski and Sn owboard 


01204 887787 1 

F UOKre -CM HRE -WSURriNCE 

CROSS THE CHMee. F0RBB-M 

•HCLUQESCAflWCUPTOSd 



M Manill it Bdn-fr 

Troitf Vallccs 

Chain HweL Ski in/SId urn. 

SniitxL Jjinnai nil roortu> 
ni-suilR. ini-. I ras'd ftvaiittbif. 
ABT Sid 01932 253025 





CATERED CHALETS, 
HOTELS & APARTMENTS 

FRANCE, ITALY, 
SWITZERLAND 

• fustts « gamut > afaffi 

0171 6024826 

WfflMI 


TbkeOff 



SYDNEY 

PERTH 

adchamd 

NAIROBI 

HARARE 

JCTBURG 
DUBAI 


049 DELHI 
4W HONG RONG 
542 BANGKOK 
325 SINGAPORE 
535 LANGELES 
429 NEW YORK 
295 TORONTO 




VU RICHMOND RD, 


ff u m. i w u mauiiw 
IKn SBL OPEN 7 DAYS 


Skiing Holidays 


SCOTT BUM! 

ymimgir DiFTEiiifT- 


rdfaat 

in afc l 

cMRhndlI50 

jabaBhok 


FABULOUS 4 

SKIING mSS 
HOLIDAYS 


0181 767 020 ” 

dot itn 


SILVER SKI 
HOLIDAYS 


nuycoHB 

SSI TO THE BOOIt CHALETS 

HIE BH HCMITBI 

• VALD'ISERE ® 

+ MERIBEL « 

• COURCHEVEL® 
• LAPLAGNE* 



PHONE FOR BROCMUHE 

01622 7355 44 


OPBf 
7 DAYS 


ALL SKI RESORTS 
IN EUROPE S USA 

cc.vpyitc UKKSD 

70 SKI OPERATORS 

01858 433633 

OPE'.- 3jn 104 Mcr-S2*. Z-\ 


BIG SWING, SMALL VILLAGES, 
Las Arcs. 3 VaBayW VaknoreL 
ExcaDanf Chslets/Hofals. From 
Cl 991 SERIOUS FUN 01 71 406 
1018- 

SIMPLY SKI • Quality chafcta Ip 
Europe's wp reaorts: CourchmL 
Uartbal. La Ptagna, VmUar, Val 
(flaanv Pfaew cat IXfff! 742 2541 
ASIA VT337 ATOL 1922 AITO 

SW TOTAL Catered obMata In 
EuropalCmmda with ths Mand- 
■aatouapany araundt 6191 948 
8922 ABTA 

SW PEAK. SpadaAstB to Vaujany 
(Alps tTHuai}. Chatat*. KotMs. 
ale. Supwb cutafaw. ski guidfasg, 
cHW care, short t ren s f s n . Tal. 

tmasa 794941 . atol 250 ? aito. 

BBiE PUGNE. PrivaU spamaaoL 
dpa 5, colour TV, adj ptao. Av 
DacAprii Inc Xmas. £200-350pw. 
TN 01277214446 

CAKAOA. TbBnr marfa fioidsys to 
the bast resorts In lha Rockies. 
Sd SatBt 0171 2SZ 5089. AML 


THE SWISS 
SPECIALISTS OHHte 


9 HreHfcy 


Ml 


ES 

VH 
ie W H MH 11 m t WM 
.. bjanauwadr 
B Oi7t 1590199 B 


Mmg 


SBCQHBumwratscowBsreaajsral 


CANADA A USA 


10181 871 4888 


I TOTAL SKI 

^ one price cooen the lot! 
^ 2 S Retorts, Europe 
and USA 

W* Italy Specialists 

01273 299 299 S3? 

Bjldh B OTlflannhyCT J r 


Eastern Europe 



PUXaje.V1BitlA. BUDAPEST md 
SkwaUa. Central patsdona. hotels 
RapM. Czachore (0170Q 629688.1 


TakeOff 



TELEPHONE BOOKINGS 

toman -orot 7 days 

0171730 8111 


0171 730 3402 | 
MOmHAHnCA 0171730 2101 

0117 9292494 1 
0131 6683303! 
0161 273 1721 
0141 553 1818 ] 
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30 60 


94166 

[»j :l||;ic^Hf8 

256449 

myznEZESEfm 


55110 

^> 3 V«iKC 

193359 

MOSCOW 


' 1 T— 

202365 

TWkWM 

110165 

888 

30 59 

no 

mvrkm 

SINGAPORE 

220414 

1 1 1 ■ 




L> '.;ii‘V.* 1 ;ii 

MllvellWI 

75121 


WIERRAfl.- 

BUV ONE GET A SECOND 
FOR 1/2 PRICE 

OFFER VAUDUNTR. MAR 37 


LONDON/ 

BANGKOK /SYDNEY/ 
LOS ANGELES/ 
LONDON FROM £680 


wwiv.campustravel.co.uk/ ■- 


We provide a full range 
of services for youth and 
student travdecs, mdufing 
alrtJBinflws passes, 
travd insurance. Sow cost 

aecn emodation. car hire. 

© cards, adventure tours- 


Travel as many 
times as you 
from £59 a year. 

With our annual travel insurance you can take an 
unlimited number of hips. To enrol, call between 
8am and 8pm Monday to Friday 
quoting re fe rence IQ7. 

0800700737 

Servta* 
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eras PWQtf tin 1 

• I nig 

0171 636l55l| 

JUMreo—mesucgia-matgl 


r<egencu 

CAJSO El 59 FARO ^ | r ££9 
CRLSHOO £159 WAlTi EE9 
UvA £179 GREECE £69 
AUSTRALIA E4E9 LAHZARDTi £Sq 
I sAAEj. E169 THilLAh'D £ 3 ‘,o 
GOA E2S3 SPAIN £ 5 5 
KIT. ACiST! ft.l <r't 

0171 419 191Q 
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Two Krakow hours and counting 

* By Brian Patten 


O ne evening in 'late November I 
checked into a hotel in Krakdw, 
a city I’d not visited since 1984 
when Poland was still a nation 
suppressed by the Soviet Union. I was on 
ray way nextmornmgTo Katowice, in the 
Silesia region of the country* the indus- 
trial south, where blackened city merges 
into blackened city and the air is so pol- 
luted you can taste as well as smell iL 
If you find time, write about Krakow, 
I was asked. How? I'm hardly there on 
this trip. OK, snapshots then. 

I'm up early and pull the thin curtains 
apart. It's either just getting light, or the 
thick blanket of cloud is keeping the day- 
light at bay. The old city begins somewhere 
beyond the park across the road. A blue 
tram rattles in one direction, a yellow tram 
in another. By a car-park an old couple are 
setting up a stall selling pretzels. 

I have two hours at the most, so it's out 
across the tramlines to the Planty, a strip 
of park that surrounds medieval Krakdw. 
It has replaced the city walls, tom down 
by the invading Austrian army at the 
beginning of the 19th century. 

Winter is some weeks on here. An 
avenue of bare, trees stands out black in 
the morning mist, there's an abundance 
of rooks and pigeons, a solitary woman 
walks three Pekinese dogs - one so 
stunted it looks like a ball of soaking fur 
moving among the rain puddles. On a low- 
hoarding at the side of rhe narrow park 


a 





posters advertise art exhibitions and 
Kung Fu demonstrations. On a smoke- 
blackened stone plinth at an intersection 
. of paths is a bast of Michael Palucld, an 
all-but-forgotten rebel general from the 

18th century.- * • *- — 

Fm heading for Rynek. Qlowny^the. 
main square in the old city. My only point 7 
of reference is Hotel Polski, where I 
stayed years ago with a guide who pan- 
icked every time I slipped away. I find the 
hotel just inside the remnants of one of 
the few remaining bits of the old city wall 
around the corner from Uiica Florianska. 
Things have changed 
Florianska leads down to the main 
square and while if s not typical of all the 
shopping streets of Krakdw -and in other 
circumstances hardly worth writing about 
-it does present a microcosm of whafs tak- 
ing place. At the top of Florianska, once 
a pretty drab place, there's now a McDon- 
ald's. It’s to this icon of American culture 
that hoards of children are bussed in from 
the surrounding villages for special treats. 

Suddenly a wonderful sight An amaz- 
ingly bright crocodile of children in 
coloured bobble-hats and bright parka 
jackets, like a living stream of Smarties, 
Bows past me. It's a wonderful sight not 
because they are heading to the ham- 
burger shop.’ but because this chattering 
explosion of colour is the first generation 
of Polish children bom free after so 
many years of occupation. 
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' Farther down Florianska, between the 
Tourist Information Office and a shop 
selling furs, a man is kneeling, the little 
cardboard box in front of him falling apart 
in the drizzle. Head bowed as if in 
penance, a look of practised sorrow on his 
face, he holds the stump of his left aim. 
While managing to remain absolutely 
immobile, when a nun walks past Mm he 
spits. Across the street, outside a shop 
called Paradise with its window display of 
distinctly English tweedy jackets and 


Getting there: the only scheduled 
flights from the UK to Krakdw are 
on the Polish airline LOT. At present 
there- are three flights each week • 
from Heathrow (on Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays), but 
frequency will increase from next 
spring. The fore through specialist 
agents such as Fregata travel 
(0171-451 7000) is £213.20 
including tax, which allows you to 
return from Warsaw instead of 
Krak6w if you wish. 

Further information: Polish National 
Tourist Office, First Floor, Remo 
House, 310-312 Regent Street, • 
London W1R 5AJ (0171-580 
8811). 


brogues, is a blind young man, and an old 
Hungarian violin player in a wheelchair. 

Benetton has arrived here, even Mon- 
soon. But look above the shop fronts. The 
paint is flaking from buildings, niches that 
once contained holy statues are empty. 
Above them are dead rooms and broken 
windows. A sense of neglect hardly dis- 
guised by the invasion beneath. 

Florianska Street leads into Mariacki 
Square, and once in the square, Krakow 
takes back its identity. The 14th-century 


Eastern winters of content 

Bratislava and Sofia are still thawing from the Cold War. By Simon Calder 


C heckpoint Charlie at dawn was a 
rather more exciting gateway to East- 
ern Europe than Victoria Coach Sta- 
tion is today. Seven years ago you had to 
spend weeks filling forms, acquiring visas 
and plotting how to satisfy (or transgress) 
arcane currency regulations. It was a ven- 
ture into the unknown. The process of vis- 
iting Eastern Europe W3S like playing an 
extra in a monochrome spy movie; and 
sometimes it* you strayed across the ill- 
defined line between iniemational com- 
radeship and potential espionage, you 
could be given an unwelcome speaking 
pan in the Cold War drama. I spent an 
uncomfortable 24 hours in the company 
of Ceausescu’s Sceuritate in Bucharest 
after a spot of careless photography. 

Now, the faceless bureaucrats have 
been replaced by flashy entrepreneurs, 
and black marketeers have turned into 
stalwarts of the business community’. 
Thanks to the miracles of modem mar- 
keting. you can catch a bus from Victo- 
ria Coach Station to Prague, Warsaw or 
even the Ukraine for under £100 return. 

The thrill of treading in truly alien tcr- 
ritoiy has evaporated, but in its place is 
the iov of being able to explore freely a 
part of Europe kept in suspended ani- 
mation for 40 years. 

Seven winters ago. the Soviet empire 


in Eastern Europe collapsed. Bratislava 
and Sofia were two of the capital dries set 
free by the winter of discontent. 

Bratislava 

On New Year's morning 1993, Bratislava 
woke up and discovered it was, once 
more, a capital dty. Unable to remain 
intact without the heavy hand of state 
communism, Czechoslovakia split into the 
Czech Republic and Slovakia - the hilly 
heart of Europe. Its largest dty is parked 
in a comer of the country, from where you 
can walk to Austria in an hour, to Hun- 
gary. 90 minutes. ■ 

Celts settled here two millennia ago, 
Romans and Slavs followed. Bratislava 
became capital of Hungary when the 
Turks captured Budapest in 1536, and 
Hungarian raonarchs were crowned here 
for more than 300 years. The coronation 
church is a Gothic masterpiece, the 
cathedral of St Martin, which trembles a 
little each time a lorry grumbles past on 
the trans-European superhighway that 
abuts iL The cathedral is best early on a 
bright Sunday morning, when the sun 
streams through the stained glass, soft- ■ 
ening the raw, austere interior - and the 
traffic outside is lightest 

Blearily shaking off the 45-year sleep 
under communism, the Slovak capital is 


blinking into metropolitan life. The new 
nation is still ttying to purge the detritus 
of Soviet domination such as the Slovak 
National Uprising Bridge, perched like a 
wanton alien astride the Danube. It is a 
piece of decidedly uncivil engineering, an 
equilateral triangle on an absurd scale. 
But three-quarters of the Old Town has 
survived, comprising a startling muddle of 
Gothic, Baroque and Ottoman buildings. 

Organisingyour mission: fly to Vienna, for 
around £160 return through discount 
agents, then take the connecting bus direct 
from Vienna airport across the bonier to 
Bratislava. 

Sofia 

Most of us have a pretty good idea ofwhat 
eastern European capitals are like. They 
are all ringed with standard-issue grace- 
less and faceless apartments, while their 
centres are architectural battlegrounds 
where office blocks - the bureaucrats 
within insulated by grubby net curtains - 
have smothered any semblance of style 
and history. 

And Sofia must be worst of alL I 
thought Bulgaria was the last of the 
Soviet satellites to embrace democracy, 
and its former leader Todor Zhivkov even 
toyed with the idea of mining his state into 


the 16th republic of the USSR. But Sofia 
is the great, uncelebrated eastern capitaL 
It specialises in boulevards, seemingly 
dozens of them, each broader than the last 
and graced with slender plane trees. 

Most of the city’s landmarks are strewn 
casually around the Vitosha Boulevard 
axis. The mix of the humdrum and the his- 
toric has a certain charm, as if you have 
stumbled ipto a movie studio lot where 
the sets for a Fassbinderesque tale of 
urban angst have been jumbled up with 
a middle European fairy story. 

The National Museum is a good place 
to get a political fix on the dty. Specifi- 
cally, wander around the back of this Ital- 
ianate palace to the patch of waste- 
ground where the statues of those who 
have fallen from favour are stacked, 
undignified and unkempt. The building 
which does the most damage to Sofia’s 
skyline is the One where the statues were 
commissioned: the former Communist 
Party Headquarters, a spectacularly Stal- 
inist structure which casts a long and stiD- 
threatening winter shadow over the dty. 
It has since become a cinema. The Long 
Kiss Goodnight is showing soon. 

Invading the Balkans: Sofia is served from 
London by Balkan Bulgarian ( 0171-637 
7637) and British Airways ( 0345 222111). 


Mariacki Church is one of the most beau- 
tiful in Poland. At the southern portal are 
iron holdfasts, cages in which sinners were 
kept on view, a more sophisticated version 
of the English village stocks. Outside one 
of rhe'two entrances to the'chortfi - the 
rpae marked “For Prayer OnlyT - several 
Romanian gypsies, begging. 

In the backstreets are other smaller 
churches and convents. In the doorway of 
one convent belonging to Dominican Sis- 
ters. a man in a blue beret kneels, pray- 
ing, before a coloured poster advertising 
a concert to celebrate the 750th anniver- 
sary of St Salomei, a local nun. Across the 
road on the walls of Kosdol Nrap Soiezney 
- Our Lady of Snow - death notices flut- 
ter in the wind, some ripped and blown 
into the gutter. Someone has rested a lad- 
der against a statue of the Virgin and is 
climbing up it to polish the fine gold stars 
welded to her halo. A few minutes away, 
above one of the doors of the Theologi- 
cal Academy in Kanonicza Street, is a 
painting of Christ and the money-lenders. 
The door opens and out walk a group of 
young priests. Christ, in a painted image- 
above them, is dressed in almost identi- 
cal theological garb. 

Between tire numerous churches in the 
medieval city are other huge studded 
doors, dark vestibules and narrow pas- 
sageways. It can be disorientating, 
because as often as not these lead into tiny 
courtyards and up stairs to rooms in which 


you are just as likely to find a cafe or bar 
as a religious office. 

Heading back to the main square I hear 
music, lowancLsad. I trace it to the octag- 
onal turret below the crown-tike spire of 
St MariackFs Church where a small win- 
dow has opened and a tiny figure is stand- 
ing playing a trumpet. The window closes, 
and a few moments later another opens, 
and the trumpeter is back again. 

In a cafe, the mystery of the trumpeter 
is explained to me. It seems Tartars came 
to conquer Krakow in the 16th century. A 
trumpeter, knowing they were approach- 
ing the city, played as loud as he could to 
warn people of the invasion, but before he 
finished playing he received an arrow 
through his throat. Although the music is 
played on the hour every hour, once a day, 
at noon, it is left unfinished. It’s a roman- 
tic legend befitting a romantic city. 

“The soul is in Krakow but the money 
is in ARbisaw/* says a local photographer, 
“and Krakdw is more beautiful”. I agree. 
Mine is a winter view of Krakdw: the trees 
are bare and the rain cold. I’ve arrived in 
the wrong season so can't report on green 
avenues or squares crowded with flower- 
sellers. Still if you’ve been to Prague then 
Krakdw is the ideal follow-up -especially 
if you stay for longer than two hours. 

Brian Patten ‘s latest collection of poems, 
Armada \ is published bv Flamingo Books 
at £5.99. 
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Led by 

wise 

men 


John Eisenhammer 
treks through the stark 
beauty of the Sahara 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


T he Sahara isaoold land wiihahot 
am. Each day I was reminded of 
this bitterly apt description as 
Ibrahim, our Tuareg guide, woke 
us by banging on his metal platter. 
“Bonjooour,” be cried, as the first thin 
flecks of light slipped over the razor edge 
of distant dunes. 

Before dawn the temperature in the 
Sahara falls to close to zero in the eariy 
winter months. In January and Febru- 
ary it drops below. You soon learn the 
art of crawling out of your sleeping bag 
while speedily putting on as many lay- 
ers of clothing as possible in the dark 
without foiling over into the damp 
sand. By 7am, however, you can already 
feel die heat of the son and by 8am it 
is pleasantly warm. From then on you 
shed layers like an onion as the temp- 
erature steadily rises. 

The Great Eastern Erg cuts a vast, 
sandy arc across Algeria and Tiinisia, 
touching Libya. It is one of the largest 
of the ergs, which mean “vein” in Ara- 
bic. There are five main veins coursiDg 
through this vast desert expanse of 
north Africa. Such uncompromising 
lands of stark beamy and solitude have 
become second home to Jean Louis 
Bemezat and his wife Odette. For 
neariy 30 years they have teen criss- 
crossing the deserts of Africa, develop- 
ing a specialised tour business. 


In small, French-speaking groups you 
can go trekking during the wmtcr months 
from October to April (the summer 
being too hot) in Morooco, Tunisia. 
Mauritania, Namibia (all year round) 
and, for the first tune this year, Libya. The 
tours range from one-week trips to seri- 
ous, five-week, Lawrence-of-Arafoa stuff 

These are holidays for those who like 
to rough it and enjoy 8 reasonable phys- 
ical challenge. My wife and I opted for . 
one of the shorter trips - 11 days 
including seven days trekking - in 
Tunisia's Great Eastern Erg. Though 
reasonably sporty, neither of us is a seri- 
ous walker. Of the other six in our 
group, most were keen ramblers. 

The trek proper began once we were 
deposited near the edge of the Eig at 
a dried-up well called Bir Ab dallah. 
Eight camels were waiting for us, 
accompanied by their owners, 
Mustapha and Msbah. The world of 
casual tourism was left well behind dur- 
ing our boneshaking ride south by 
Land Rover from Tbzeur. All ling ering 
thoughts of the luscious date planta- 
tions we had jolted past were blanketed 
out by the heat, dust and the sheer 
emptiness of where we made our first 
bivouac. We slept that night; as we 
would every night, in the open. 

The following morning, after only a 
couple of houxs*-walkmg, we readied the 


Erg. It was as if some Olympian land- 
scaper bid cut a carefully delineated bor- 
der, asthe tot, s crawn y sea u p l a n d ceased, 

and rtieimdnlating, sandy vastnes* began , 

A day later we reachealhmbain, a flat 
table mountain from whose top you look 
out on the infinity of the erg. The soli- 
tude of the place was awesome. 

It is not the custom here to ride on 
camels. They carried all our supplies 
wfate we walked, though should anyone 
have fallen 01, they were there as an 
emergency ride. Serious medical help. 


travel • overseas 


however, would have been days away. 

Our life soon fell into a pattern. Up 
just before dawn, a quick breakfast 
before loading the camels, and then a 


before loading the camels, and then a 
good four hours* walking. The sand is 
surprising firm underfoot Sometimes 
we followed the caravan as h took the 
route of least resistance, but mostly we 
meandered across the crest of the high 
dunes, pursuing the diminutive figure of 
Ibrahim, swathed in his black shesh, as 
be padded bare-footed to the rhythm of 
his staffand his own thorns. One imag- 
ines the landscape to be monotonous, 
but it is noL The play of light in the 
mornings and evenings, the sheer 
immensity of the place, the artistry of the 
dunes, some over 100m high, with their 
amazfrgtydean fines and graceful forms; 
are constant sources of wonderment 
Some time after 11am Ibrahim would 


all dump to the ground with an angry 
buzzing of hundreds of suddenly dis- 
turbed fifes. The midday meal was a 
salad of cabbage, onions, olives and 
riioed lemon that tasted as if it was made 
by the angels. It came, as did everything, 
with asoupgon of fine-grained sand. 

In tte afternoon, we would walk for 
another two hours or more before find- 
ing a spot for die night and beginning 
the evening rituals of unloading the car- 
avan and gathering firewood. Around 
the camp fire, Msbah would sing while 
Mustapha blew and grunted into a 
hand-made flute that looked suspi- 
ciously like the piece of plumbing miss- 
ing from under the sink at the hotel in 
Tbzeur. There followed much drinking 
of strong, sweet tea brewed in a battered 
metal teapot bubbling on the embers. 
J&hansted by the day's walking, we were 
usually all in our bags weH before 9pm, 
gazing up at the wide-screen entertain- 
ment of the desert night sky, embla- 
zoned with the Milky Way and the ner- 
vous flashes of shooting stars. The 
moon rose late, and shone with such 
intensity as it became fuller that you 
would waken dining the night to a flood- 
lit landscape bright enough to read by. 

Most nights I was lulled to deep by 
one of the camels, which, having found 
a flavoursome bush next to my deeping 


bag, would treat me to a stereophonic 
display of its digestive rhythms. In the 
morning, the dew-soaked sand opened 
like a book, recounting die activities of 

the night that had gone on around us as 

we slept. There were the scratchy trails 
of beetles and lizards, the daw marks of 
kangaroo rats and desert mice, the 
dragged befly lines of a hedgehog and 
the energetic side-swipes of a viper. 

It was from atop a dune of alpine 
proportions tftatwe first saw Lakhwazat 
lake, the high point of our trip. Curl- 
ing across a depression m the middle 
of the dunes, the silvery stain of the 
water seemed incongruous after four 
days of the nothingness of parched sand 
and heat Ducks played among the 
reeds, and a few wild donkeys wandered 
about. The water flowed into the lake 
from a spring that bubbled up in the 
middle of the sand. The pungent, sul- 
phurous water emerged, the tempera- 
ture of a warm bath, into a small, nat- 
ural, sandy tub. The aches from days of 
hard slogging slipped away as I lay in 
thts heavenly pool. Only the sound of 
bubbling water broke the peace. I knew 
then that I bad discovered the finest 
jacuzzi in the world. 

John Eisenhammer bought his- trek 
through Hommes et Montagnes, 38500 
. Voiron, France (00334 76 66 14 43) 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 
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Christmas guide to the arts, entertainment 21-27 December 


Film 

on release 



Hopper * 

oiody underrated m his first real 

IOTBai ^K lead, in ihn small -loan 
remaking of Loliui. 


THE ADVENTURES OF PINOCCHIO 
(U) Pwdy irvcswioti version of the 
ainai classic. 


(PG) Kids' eco-thriDer with 
two enfldnen trekking through Alaskan 
awwseapcs 10 rescue their injured 
fat m gy 


AMERICAN BUFFALO (15) 

Dustin Bofiaran stars in David 
Mamet's study of small-time crooks 
Planning a heist. 


ANTONIA'S UNE (15) (subtitles) 
Oscar-wmoing feminist d rama, 
s p a nning five decades. 


BEAUTIFUL GIRLS (15) Breezy, 
bittersweet romantic comedy about a 
group of thinysatne thing buddies. 


L£ BONHEUR (EST DANS LE PRE) 
115) {Subtixks) Underwhelming French 
farce about the boss of a toSet-scat 
fuaoty who finds a new Joe de visit. 
Vfith a cameo appeaianoe by Eric 
Cantata. 


MASSED OFF (15) Moving drama 
about the decline of a mining commu- 
nity, as seen through the eyes of the 
local brass band. 


BREAKING THE WAVES (18) Emily 
Wilson gives a tow erin g p erfo rm anc e 
m Lais Vbn Triers' harrowing epic, set 
on the Scottish coasL 


CHUN REACTION (12) Brainless and 
confusing action movie, with Keanu 
Reeves discovering fusion and setting 
off a chain of chases arid explosions. 


A CHINESE GHOST STORY (15) 
Loopy martial-arts ghost stoay 

wdl effervescent humour and 

eerie effects. 


COINAGE UNDER FIRE (IS) Gulf 
l\hr harm, with Denzel V&shington 
liyin* to decide whether chopper pilol 
Meg tyan should be awarded a 
posthtmous medal for bravery. 


THE (RAFT (15) Andrew Fleming's 
Mad: ten movie about higb- 
schoofcroDcs. 


CRIM81ME (18) A TV-show serai 
killCT pis tips bom a real psychopath 
in this lisa pointing thriller from 
Georg Shiizer. 


THE COW: CITY OF ANGELS (18) 
HoUovsequeL with Vincent Ferez. 


THE Of OF THE BEAST (18) 
(sufrftfc) Gory, off-target Made 
corned from Spain. 


THE DY THE SUN TURNED COLD 

(12) (.-brides) A boy accuses his 
mothi of tilting his father in ihfc 
somfr thriller from Hang Kong. 



DRAC/LA: DEAD AND LOVING IT 
(PG>le] Brooks’s depressingfy 
nnfroy parody. 


DRAONHEART (PG) 

Wm slice of SFX-teden hokum. 


1HBGHTH DAY (PG) dating 
Fredi table about a Down’s 
symome sufferer. 


EMA (U) Gwyneth Paltrow is the 
irnres^de matchmaker in the latest 
Alien adaptation. - 


EVA (PG) Alan Parker’s film of the 
7k Rice/Andrew Uoyd Webber 
nskaL The wonfly and ultimately 
knic Eva Pctoo. is played with 
piacbe by Madonna, but tbefihn 
i£s emotion. 


IE RAN (15) De Niro stalks 
ortsman Wesley Snipes in 
'ey Scott’s crude and sadistic 
cfano-nrar. 


U? EWELL MY LOVEUT (PG) Forties 
hnnoir. 


ARGO (15) Darkly comic thriller 
ram the Coen brothers. 



■EAR (IS) Mark Wbhlbcrg fails to 
Convince as a psychopathic Casasov 
in this slick but grim, teen-date thriller. 


FEELING MINNESOTA (18) Lumpen, 
bud thriller, with Keanu Reeves as a 
ifrifler who hooks up with his brother's 
wife, a femme fatale played by 
Cameron Diaz. 



THE FIRST WIVES CLUB (PG) 
Midler. Hawn and foaioc esacl 
revenge on their hnsbands in a 
popular hut flimsy comedy. 


FLED (PG) Incompetent re-run of The 
Defiant Ones. 


GABBEH INC) (sabrides) Good- 
tookjngbut ctnotionaKy vacucanpkcc 
of Iranian folklore. 





THE GLIMMER MAN (18) 

VWUess Steven Seagal vehicle. 


A GOOFY MOVIE (15) Goofy does 
.crane father-son bonding. 


HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
( 15) Jodie Foster directs this chilly, 
unwtnpaihctjc comedy about a 

dvsfttscmnai (amity. 


INDEPENDENCE DAY ( 12) Aliens 
invade in the cutr-hypcd sci-fi 
htackhu-icr. 

\ 1 SHOT ANDY WARHOL (18) UK 
j Taylor steals ibe shew 1 os violently 
i radical feminim. Valeric Solaois. 

| m this meditation on Winfred's 
f NUb Factory. 


* THE ISLAND OF DR MOREAU (12) 

.' Sdibctadartatwo of HG Etna’s 

- sd-li dawuc. with Marlon Brands. Vhl 
! KDmcr and David Thewlis. 


/’ 

1 


JACK (PG) ANtminaMe comedy from 
] fyapcK Cupfub. with Robin WBkuxa* 
j playing a 10-yuar-oM boy- 

! JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH (U) 

i Pan-animaicd adaptation of the 
' children's classic. 

; JANE EYRE (PG) ZrffircBftduD and 

' unsentimental inlcrpfCt won of 
J Broaie’snOvuL 


If 


JINGLE ALL THE WAY (PG) Anbc 
races to buy bo *on the season s 

top toy m this unanuoutgood 
hypocritical Christmas comedy. 


JUDE 115) FMWpro* 03 H jr ^'' s 
tragic last dombL with Christopher 
Ecctewn and Kate Winslet 


KANSAS CITY (15) 

aid mvcnlive siuttywf ,93fls « W - Me 

desperados 


✓ 




THE LAST OF THE HIGH KINGS (15) 

Hndcaring Irah rijcs-of*pasage com- 
edy with a tight touch. 


THE LAST SUPPER (NQ Grimly 
emotive Aids movie in wbjrfi (b e gu n , 
era never leaves the room of Use dying 
protagonist. 


iONESTAR (15) Ughtiy plotted liar 
Mex murder mystery. 


the long KISS GOODNIGHT (15) 

Vulgar but thrilling action adventure, 
with Geena Davis as an AQ-Americas 
mntn and arniimf nccmxm 


MICHAEL COLLINS (15)LiamNeeson 
is the heroic viriona^y and terrorist in 
Neil Jordan's historical drama. 


A MIDSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM 
(PG) Leaden adaptation of Adrian 
Noble's RSC production. 


MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE (PG) Cuh 
TV series becomes state-of-the-art spy 
tdwmture, starring Trim Cruise. 


MR RELIABLE (15) Aussie comedy set 
m the 1960s, which o vei s t r e t ches both 

CredMity and n i i r im f . ntalf ly 


MULTIPLICITY (12) Intermiuendy 
tn^irrd donrng comedy, starring 
Michael Keatca as four different 
aspects of the modem malc- 


THE NUTTY PROFESSOR (12) 
Remake of the 1963 comedy da 
sees Eddie Murphy as the fat profes- 
sor who invents a potion to him 

into a Tithe lothario. 


101 DALMATIANS ( U) Writer John 
Hughes introduces some Home Alone 
motifs into this live-action remake of 
Disney’s 1961 animation. Sharp design 
and a wonderful pantomime villain 
in Glam Close’s Crpella De Vtl, 
compen sa te for wfaat is otherwise a 
rabmd&nt exercise. 


THE PILLOW BOOK (18) Eroticism 
and cuilignrpby from Peter Green- 
away. as the hrminews Vivian Wu goes 
m search of (bogs chat make the heart 
beat faster. 


IL P05TJN0 (U) (subtides) Touching 
Neapolitan romance about a poa- 
man's friendship whb mW niiiwm 
poet Pablo Neruda. 


THE ROCK (15) Sean Cotmery and 
Nicolas Chge as the first men to break 
inw Alcatraz. 



Through a glass darkly: Glenn 
Close in *101 Dalmatians' 


ROALD DAHL'S MATILDA (PG) 
Danny DeVito’s adaptation of Dahl's 
novel is a cartoonisfa parable that 

pitches kids against a string of loaih- 
Mmc-tookmg and nna unp ath a d c 
grown-ups, Mara T)0soo gives a sweet 
performance as dm precocious 
Matilda, and tfirecKsVnarTator DeVito 
also puts in an appearance as one of 
Matilda's brutish parents. 


SECRETS AND UES (15) Mike 
Leigh's com p a s s io nate family saga 
about a young woman trying to trace 
ber birth umber. 


STAR TREK: FIRST CONTACT (12) 
The eighth Heir movie dispenses 
with the old aew and draffs m 
impressive 44&KS-insplred set design 
and photography. Captra Picard's 
battle against the Borg is played with 

riarhyg and humo ur 


STEAL BIG, STEAL LITTLE (12) 
Over-Jong mess of a movie with Andy 
Garda giving two bod performances as 
a pair of identical twins. 


STEALING BEAUTY (15) 
liv ■fyleT pfavs a gnri trying to lose her 
virginity and find her father in the 
latest lyrical film from BertoDucL 


STRIPTEASE (15) Risible comic 
thriller, with Demi Moore as the 
single-mum stripper wbo catches the 
eye of Congressman Burl Reynolds. 


A SUMMER'S TALE (U) (subtitles) 


F-ric Rohmer's beautifully measured 


study of the tangled love-affairs of a 
holidaying graduate. 


A TIME TO KILL (15) 

Sandra Bullock and Samuel L Jackson 
emote for their lives in J'ohn 
Grisham’s race tbrifler. 


TIN CUP (15) Kerin Costner is 
unusually appealing as a gifted but 
self-destructive golfer romancing 
Renee Russo's dippy psychiatrist. 


TOUCH OF EVIL (12) Orson WeHes 
directed and started in tins classic 
notrthriQer. 


TRAINSPOTTING (18) 

Danny Boyle directs Wslsh's Histcrfog 

it of junkie 


portrait of junkie camaraderie. 


TRUE BLUE (15) Dull taJe of the 
Cbdord Univer sity boat-race mutiny. 


TWELFTH NIGHT (U) 

Redundanu undnematic adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s {day by theatre director. 
Dcwi Nunn. 


TWO DAYS IN THE VALLEY (18) 
Slick, self-regarding comedy mir set in 
LA, with James Spader. 


TWO MUCH (PG) Sloppy, 
quential ccnncdy with Mdame 
Griffith embarrassingly stilted as 
Daryl Hannah's sister, and Antonio 
Bandcrm 88 the dupliaiotK an dealer 
romancing them both. 


THE UMBRELLAS OF CHERBOURG 
(PG) Catherine Deneuve dlaxwers 
^•sprcgnant b« her taragp m^hanic 
boyfriend in Jacques Demy s 1964 

dianner. Fkcshly restored tmd 

re-released. 


THE VAN (15) Final, least satisfying 
and most ingratiating o f the ad^ta- 
tions of Doyle's Dublin tritogy- 


WHEN THE CATS AWAY (15) (subti- 
tief) A tost cat triggers this deuOM B 
tale of love, loneliness and ccmmunny. 


THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS (PG) 

(n the hantfc Of director ‘ftrry Jones 

GrahamcV pastoral dnsric becomes a 
durnsy about Thatcherism, 


The 
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West End 


101 Dati r uCi i a fU) 

Vkgin Fuham Road Su-Toe 120pm. 
3.40pm, 6J0pm. &30pa (not Toe); Thu 
220pm, SJnjun, 8L2Cpm 
Suite CDCaee Odeon Sm-TWIbn 1pm. 
i30pm, 630pm (not Ttel 8A5pm (not 
Tlie). lLlOpmfSal) 

viwn Chrim Sa-Tur izajpni. 2JSpm. 
455pm. 7.15pm. QJtSpm (not Toe) 

CBpham Actum Houss Salmon 2pm, 
■U5pm. 650pm. 8.45pm 
Bartrtsn S«-MmVTbn 3pm. fipm. £L30pm 
Odeon Kensington Sas-Tue/Itn JMSam, 
ZJDpm. 4.40pm, 7JDpm (not Toe). 9j4flpm 
(notTue). 12JQmn(Sai) 

UO WhtoSeys Sai-Tae 11am, lU5am, 
LJ5pm. 2pm, 3.45pm. 4 JOpm. 615pm. 
835pm (on Toe), 9 JOpm (not Tue); Tbo 
12noon. L25pm. 120pm. 355pm. 445pm, 
6.15pm. 7H5pm, 8J5pm. 9pm. 9A0ptn 
Screen on Baker Street Sal-Mon 220pm, 
455pm, M5pm. S55pm 
Rftzy Sw-Tuc/Tto ] 1.15am (Su-Toe), 130pm, 
345pm. 6pm (are Toe). EJSjpm (not The) 
Odeon Leicester Square Sat-TWIbn 
12.45pm. 325pm, hH5pm (not Tue). &A5pm 
(not Ibe) 

Acts Of Lew (18) 

ABC PlccadiHy (Fremerty MGM) Sre-Tue 
L30pm. 4pm. 6pm. 830pm (are Tue) 

Warner West End Sal-Toe 12.10pm. 230pm, 


5pm. 720pm (not Ibe). 9.40pm (noi Tue); 
Uni 5J0ian, 9,< 


Thu iJOjin. 9.40fBD 
Anfaitfs Line (15) 

ABC Swiss Centre SM-Tbe4pm < SJOpm (not 
Tue) 

L’Awentm (PG) 

Ritty Sun MOomDcjcrtn Rosso 415pm 
BmuUM Grt (15) 

Odeon Kenstgton Sit-Tueflhu 420pm, 7pm 

imTIvi asimi rimT.»\ pvimie.it 


(on Tue). ^ipmJrwTuc). lTSOani (Sat) 
Wzraer West End ” 


Sai-TuoThU 2pm, 
650pm. 9.15tan (nol Ibe) 
to ti en h e u r Est Dam Li Pm (15) 

Curzon Pboenet Sat-MonflTnt 130pm (not 


ABC Swbs Centre Su-Tbc 125pm, 3.40pm. 
555pm. 830pm (not The) 

'Off (15) 

Odeon Mezzanine. Leicester Square Sat- 
Tue/Tbu I pm 330pm. 6pm («n Ibe). 
$£Bpm (nol Tue) 

Swiss Qrtlay Odeon Sai-Moo 8.45pm 
IUG^d(Sbi) 

Vagjn hbymaiket Sa-TWThu UOpm, 
335pm 405pm, &35pov (not Ibe) 

ABC Tottenham Court Road Sai-Tue 635pm, 
9.10pm (nm Toe) . 

Empire lateestEt Square Sai-Tbe 130pm, 


4pm. 630pm, fcm (not Tnc), 1130pm (Su) 
BreaUni The Wats (18) 


The Mlnama Sre-Mon/Thu 3pm. 8pm 
ABC Shaftesbury Avenue Sat-Tuc 125pm, 
430pm. 745pm (dm Tue) 

The Craft (IS) 

Warner West End SaVSou mChm 

Virgin Trocadere 7JBpm, 925pm (not Ibe) 

I2n*Ugfat (Sail 

Tbe Craw: Citjr Of Angats (18) 

Vtrgm Trocadere Sm42nwkiieta 
Day Ot Th« Beast (18) 

Me tro Sa i-Mon 2J5pm, 430pm. 6,45pm. 9pm 
Dayffgltt (12) 

HQ Whiteleys Tim 130pm, 4pm. 635pm, 


Chdsea Sun 7pm, 930pre 
ABC Baker Shed SaUSun 835pm 
Swiss Cottage Odeon Sat- Man 6.10pm, 
855pm (Sat/Sun). Upm (Salk Thu 1.10pm. 
340pra, 6.10pm. &40pm 
Virgin Trocadere Sat r>n4h»ffii; Sun 
^ ]<|W 1 | 9pn 

ABC Tottenham Court Road Sat/Sun 9.15pm 
Empire Leicester Square Sat 1130pm; Sun 
6J 5pm Thu 2pm. 430pm, 7pm, 930pm 
The Day The Sim Turned CM (Tanpm 
Men) (12) 

ABC Swiss Centre Sai-Toc 350pm. 850pm 
(not Ibe) 

Dragonbeait (PG> 

Rata Sat-MonThu 12£ptn. 3,45pm. 6.10pm 
Emm ITJ) 

Odeon Mezzanine. Leicester Sq Sat-TucTbu 
1pm, 335pm. 6,10pm (not Ibe), 8,45pm 
faff Toe) 

EvBa (PG) 

UCt WNtetoys Thn 605pm, 9pm 
Odeon West End Sra-Toe/Thu 12J5pm. 

J ,45pm. 3.15fm. 4^45pm. 745pm (ore Ibe). 
1.15pm (Sat-MboL l(U5pm (Sfc-Mon). 
12.15am (Sat-Mtm). MSam (Sot-Moo) 
Odeon Kensington Thn 615pm. 9.15pm 
Ritzy Thn 9pm 

Swiss Cottage Odeon Thu 8.15pm 
Vngr Fulham Road Thu 8pm 
The ExnrcatflR) 

Wrgtn TncaderoSa 1220am 
The Fan (15) 

Odeon Mezzanine. Leicester Square Sat- 
TbefThu 335pm. 835pm (nol Toe) 

Farao (18) 

ABC Panton Street Sid -Tue 130pm. 4pm. 
ICtSpn 830pm (not Die) 

Fear (IS) 

Virgin Trecadere Sat I Tm i rtn tg to 
The FW Wives Chib (TC) 

Vhgn Fulham Road Sai-Toe 1.40pm, 4pm, 
MOpto. 9.15pm (nut The): Thu 230pm. 
530pm- 830pm 

Empire Leicester Sq Sm-TucThu 1 J5pm, 
3A5pm, 6.15pm toot Sun). 845pm (are Tbe) 
Virgin Tmeawra 1205pm. 2J25fWi. 4.40pm 


independence D«y(i2) 

re-Tbe 3pm, 550pm. 


Warner West End Sre- 
850pm (not Tbe), U AOfan (SaiSmj: 71m 
22tpo. SJOpm. 850pm 
Vagin Trecadem 1205pm, 255pm. 550pm, 
8.45ptn (not Toe) 

Odeon Mezzanine, Lscester Sq Sat-TbefTlu 
240pm. 530pm (not Tbe), 825cm (not Tbe) 
I Stmt Andy Warhoi (18) 

RenoorSatMan 2pm, 4Jfl|pn. 630pm, SJOpm 
Vrrgn Haymartal Sat-TuaTto IJBpm. 
335pm. fiXripm. 835pm (not Tbe) 

James And The Gant (bach (U) 

ABC Tottenham Court Road Sat-Tbe L45pm, 


i A1 The Way (PG) 

Vagjn Treeatfao 1210pm, 22Ppm, 430pm, 


Warner West End Sm-lbc 123Cpn. 240pm, 
450pm, 7.10pm. 920pm (nol Toe), 1130pm 
(Sat/Sun 'dmr.ij Opm. 5JCpm, 7 JOpm, 
920pm 

Ptaza Su-Mon/Thu 220pn. 425pm. 63Cfcm, 
840pm 

OCbT Mezzarioe, Lets Sq Sa-TltoThu L2^an, 
32Cbra JLtSpm (not Tbe). H25fm (pet Tbe) 
Swiss Cotte^ Odeon Sat-Tue 1245pm. 
245pm, 4.45pm, feASpm (not Tbe): Thn 


UCtWWrieyh Sm-Tbc U ,45am. 150pm. 
4pm, 635pm. 9pm (not Tue): Thu 1140am, 
1.45pm, 4-U^m, 630pm, &50pm 
Vugn Chelsea Sat-Tue 123^an, 250pm, 
455pm, 7pm 

Odeon Kensington Sm-Tbt/Thn 1210pm. 
225pm. 440pm. 725pm (off Toe) 

Jude (15) 

Odeon Mezzanine. Leicester Square Sat- 
Tneflbu USfan. 6Xt5pm (not Tue) 

A8C PWton Street Sat-Tbe USpm, 6pm 
Kansas C&y (15) 

Chelsea Sat-Mtm 1.10pm, 240pm. 630pm, 
840pm 

ABC Shaltesbuy Avenue Sat-Tbe 240pn 
530pm, S3Ckm (not Ibe) 

Lari OTTha Kgb Ktags (15) 

Warner West End Sat-Tbe 15fym. 630pm 
ABC Tottenham Court Road Sat-Tue L40pm, 
4.15pm, 64flf*n, 9J0pm (Mon) 

Odeon Ken*«hn Sat 12jQSam 
The Long Khs Goodnjgfat (IS) 

UG Whitetoys Sat-Tbe 655pm. 930pm (not 
Tue) 

ABC Bskv Street Sat-Tbe 230pm, 5.10pm. 


SJOpm (Mon) 

West End Sai-lbefthu 1.15pm (not 


Warner West 

Thu). 4pm, 63 (^id, 930pm (not Tbe), 
1215am (SaiSun) 

Virgin Fuftnun Road Sat-Tbe 1pm, 240pm. 
630pm, 9[an (not Tbe) 

Odeon Kenstogon Sat-TbcriTm 330pm, 
640pm (Sai-Mi»X 930pm (t»t Tbe). 
1235am (Sal) 

Odeon Haymiriet SM-lbdThu2pm. 6pm 
(not Tbe). 840pm (nor Tbe) 

Virgin Trecadem 1220pm. 2115pm. 6pm, 
850pm (not Tbe) 12mjriirigtB fSw) 


Vkgto ChBisaa Sal-Tbe L15pm, 255pm. 

n (not Sun/Ibe) 


645pm (not Son), 930pm | 


ffitzy Sei-Mon L25pm (not Son), 
'“pm.*Jf 


(dm Sm>X 625pm. 930pm, 1140pm 
Toe 135pm. J 55pm; Tim 920pm 
Gate Noting HD Sat-Monffbn 130pm, 9pm, 
lL30pm (Sat) 

Swiss Cottage Odaon Sar-Tne 230pm. 6pm 
(not Tue), 830pm (dm Tue). Upm (Sat) 
Lane Star (15) 

ABC Ptccaeny (Fdrmedy MGM) Sat-Tue 
2pm, S.lOptD, 8pm (dm Tue) 

Metro Sal-Man 1. ~ 

Roald DahFa Uatlda (PG) 

(10 Whiteleys. Sat-Tue 1130am, 145pm, 
63^aa, 9.05pm (not Tbe); TTm 
430pm. 650pm, 9.10pm 


(n Trecadem 120&m. 215pm. 430pm. 
(nmTne) 


630pm, 8.45pm (oca 
Vkgai Chelsea Saa-Tuc 1230pm. 240pm, 
450pm. 7315pm, 920pm (not Tbe) 

Warner West End Sbi-Tbe/Tha 122 Cfcra (nol 
ThuV 240pm. 450pm. 7pm, 9.10pm (not 
Tue), 1130pm (SuSun) 

Octal Kensington Sat-TbriTho 2pm, 435f*n, 
7U5pm (not Tue), 935pm (Sal -Mini) 

Swiss Cottage Odeon Sai-Tbe 135pm. 
245pm. 6.45pm (not Tue). 855pm (not 
Tue); Thu 135pm. 4pm, 630pm, 850pm 
ctaphom Picture House SaVSun 114Sam 


(Sat), Z 15pm. 430pm, 6.45pm. 9pm 
“ TamfSai-T ' 


Ritzy Sai-Tberihn 1150am (Sai-Tbe). 155pm. 


4ffn. Sfl^ OT guTbeX SJBpm (not Toe) 


MUnal 

Waarer West End Su-Tocmra 1235pm (not 
Thu). 250pm. 540pm. 83(^m (not Tbe), 
1130pm (SabSun) 

Virpn Fulham Road Sot-lbe 1220pm 
(SaVSnnL 230pm (MonObe). 6pm, 850pm 
(nff Tbe* Thn 2pm, 5pm 
Virgin Hayrrwfcet Sai-Tbe 135pm. 450pm. 
(ncalbe) 

A W uratn mer Nighfa Dream (PG) 

Ukiema Sat-MonThu 6pm 
Mrede On 34th Street 0994 
Ritzy Sat 10am 
Maatore Unpoeatoie (PG) 

Plara Sm-MoufThu Sifftom 

The Mridmare Before Christmas (?G) 

Ritzy Su Uam 
Nutty Profcmr (12) 

Ptaza SJO-Mot/Tto 150pm. 4K5pm. 630pm. 
850pm 

The PBow Book (18) 

Lumere SU-Moo 1250pm. 225pm. 6pm, 


-Version) (U) 


(not Son) 7pm (off Tbe) 92Dptn (nff 
SuoTuei I2i i»iiii|ji t (Sai) 

UCI WMteleys Sat-Tbe 735pm. 945pm 


UCl Whiteleys: 

Tbe) 

Odeon Keremvon Sat-Mnn/Thu 9.45pm, 
1215am fSff) 

Swiss Cottage Odeon Sat-Tbe 130pm. 4pm. 
615pm (not TbcJt 850pm (MonL MflSpm 
tSu) 

Screen on Baker St Sai-Mcm 230pm. 7pm 
From Dusk TB Dawn (IS) 


Ytrgn Chelsea Sal-Mon 9 JOpm 
Gaia Netting HU Su-MmVIhn 635pm 
II Paatfne (15) 

A8C Swiss Centre Sai-Toc 135pm. 63 0pm 
Secrets And Lies (15) 

ABC Panton Street Sat-Tbe 2pm, 5pm. 8pm 
(off Tue) 

StarTiafc; Hrit CootaU (12) 

Plaza Su-MooTbu 135pm, 250pm, 630pm, 


7pm, 9J5tnn 

Noting Hi* Coronet Sat-Tbe 130cm.4pm. 
6 30 pm (not Toe), 845pm (not Tuej 
Swiss Cottage Odeon Sat-Tbe/Ihu L15pm. 
245pm. 6.15pm [off Tbe), 840pm (not 
Toe). lljQ5pmiSai) 

UCl Whteteya Sat-Tbe 1130am. I pm. 2pm, 
350pm. 435pm. 7pm (not Sun), 850pn (not 
Tbe), 935pm (ux Tbe); Ttm 140pm. 


4.1 


Laicestar Square Sat-TbefThu 
1045am (nor Thn), 1.15pm. 245pm. 635pm. 


845pm (o pt Tbu ), 1130pm (Sat) 
ABC Ttetabtam Co 


Cost Road Sat-Tbe 135pm. 
4.10pm, 6.40pm, 925pm (nai Tue) 

Odaon Kensington Sat-Tbe/Ihu 130pm, 
4J0pm, 650pm (not Tbe), 930 jhu foot 
Tbe), 1210am (Sat) 

Screen an the Green Sat -Mai 330pm. 
6311pm. 840pm 

Ritzy Sm-Tue/Tba 1140am (StaMm), 

2pm. 430j*n, 640pm (not Toe), 9pm (Sm- 
Moo), llJ5pm(Sai) 

Staaftng Braidy (15) 

ABC Panton Sheri Sat-Tue 340pm. 830pm 
root Ibe) 

Steal Big Steal Lfttte (12) 

Warner West End Sat-Tue 1235pm 
SureMng ffcasan (IS) 

UQ WhBrieys Thu Ipm, 240pm. 630pm. 
930pm 


Swis Cottage Octal Thn lpm,J 
6pm. 830pm 


Virgin Haymartat Thu 215pm, SJOpm, 8pm 
Ftiiani RdHat L5Cpm, 450pm. 750pm 


340pm. 6J0pm, 845pm 


VkgnFiftBm 
RfbyThu 1.1 
A Time To Kil (15) 

Warner West End Sri-Tbe/Thn 12noon (not 
Thu). 3pm, 6pm, 9pm (not Tbe). 1205am 
(Sat/Snn) 

Twelfth Nfgfat (U) 

ABC Swiss Centre Sat-Tbe 1.15pm, 6.1 0pm 
Two Much (PG) 

Vapn Trocsdem 1240pm, 230pm 
The UmbnrtZB Of Cherbourg (PGi 
Richmond ram house Sat-Mon/Tho 3pm, 
530pm, 8pm 

Barbican Sat-Mon/Ihu 3pm, 6.15pm, 8.40pm 

Curzon Mayfar Sn-Mtm/Ihn 1.45pm (not 

Son), 4pm. 6.15pm, 830pm 

Screen on the H81 Samoa 3pm. 5pm, 

7JtSpm, 9J15pm 

The Van (15) 

ABC Parton Street Sat-Tbe L15pm, 330pm, 
545pm, 8.15pm (not Tbe) 

Warner West End Sat-Tue 4.10pm, 84J^m (not 
Tbe), 1 Ipm (Sat/Sun); Thu 230cm, 730pm 
When The Cat's Away (U) 

Renoir Sat-Man 1pm. 3pm, ^sn, 7pm. 9pm 
Ritzy Sm-Tuc/TTbj 145pm. 330pm. 5J5pm 
(not Tbe), 7pm [not Tbe), 8.45pm (Sri M an) 
ABC Swim Centre Sri-lbe 1.40pm. 340pm, 
6pm, SJOpm (not Tue) 

Gate NottftgHB Sac-M*»/nm 4pm 
The WM In The WBmrn (U) 

Odeon Kensington Sat-TbefThn 2J5pm 
Swia Cottage Odeon Sai-Tbe 130pm 


London reps 




HoDytmch Lane, NW3 (0171-435 1525) 
Sotuiday 21 La Dolce vfta I 


(18) 215pm. 
8pm + Bahl end a Half (15) 530pm 
Sunday 2^ In A Looriy Place (PG) L45pm 
+ The ^ Ben 230™ Faflea Angak 
(Duoluo TlanlsbO (18) 215pan. 9pm + 
D^?ot Being WM (15) 7.15pm 
Monday ^Dakriog 8 (PG) 1245pm. 
7.10pm Driolog 6 440pm Deioioc 9 (PG) 
2pm, 835pm Dataeg 10 (PG) 215pm, 
940pm Dekring 7 (PG) 555pm 
Thureday26 Fbnny and Alexander (15) 
230mnThe Men Wbo Knew Too Much 
H934 version] 630pm + North By Nortb- 
(PG) 830pm 


Friday 27 Horse Feathers (U) 2pm. 630pm 
■+ Dun 


Ammri Crackem 215pm. 750pm - 
Soap 5pm, 935pm 


NATIONAL nUW THEATRE 


South Bank. 5E1 (0171-633 0274) 

Sahretay 21 The HtmchbKk Ot Notre 
Dome (U) ^«i The Mmchtack of Notre 
Laughton vanten) (PG) 
730pm White Christmas (IflfiJOpm Hes- 
top, Paihar, Lahire, T he vr . Shorts 3 
830pa Sunday 22 The Renains Of The 
Day (U) BLlOtrei Independence Day (12) 
5.45pm Under Vom-Spcl 6.15 pm Wide 
You mre Steeping (PG) 130pm Vs A 
Woodnfri lita (12) 830pm Yean of 
Monger (Hang w jabw ) 8.40pm The Hundt- 
badt Of Notre Dame (U) 4pm Monday 23 
Independence Day (12) 230pm. 830pm 
Itb A Wbnderiid Ufe (12) 6pm FareweO 
Again 6.15pm The Ihaich- 
baefc of Notre Dame 
(Charias LangMna 
venmn)(PG) 

Fri- ^ 

day27The 

Hunch- ' 

back of 
Notre 


(Charias langhten veretotti (PG) 6.15pm 
These Foofesh Thing* (PG) 230pm tada- 
pendence Day (12) 6pm Hoffday Inn (U) 
730pm August (PG) &40pni The Cuenca 
Crime (Q Crimen de Cuenca) 845pm 


PHQENK Cm^MA 


High Road, N2 (0181-444 5789) 

Saturday 21 Emma (U) 220pm, 4.40pm. 
7pm, 9 JOpm Sunday 22 Bnwed Off (15) 
&m. Ro 650 pm, opo; ateo Mon 230pm. 
4Jtipm. fiJOpm. 9pm Thursday 26 lent 
Star Q5) 525pm Friday 27 Brassed Off 
(15) 650pm. 9pm ( 

P RINC E Ctme g 


Leicester Place, WC (0171-437 8181) 
Saturday 21 Tha Truth'AboU Cats And 
DonU5) I-Mpm Thn Bortun’s Tha Mght- 
mam Before Christmas 1 (PG) 330pm Ftaa 
(18) SJOpm Trainspotting 08) tern From 
Du* TM Dawn US) 10pm Sunday 22 
American Buffalo (15) l JOpm Jude (15) 
630pm Fargo (18) 9puo Monday 23 Jude 
(15) UOpm American Buffalo (15) ten Tin 
Cup (15) 6.15pm Chain Reaction (12) 9pm 
Tuesday 24 Two Days In The VaBey (18) 
I30pm Brav eh e art (IS) 230pm Fear (18) 
4pm Thursday 26 Trainspotting (18) 6pre 
Sense And SeesiMSty (Iff 8pm Friday 27 
Rocky Horror Picture Show (15) UJOjan 


RIO CINEMA 


Kmptaod High Street, E8 (0171-254 6677) 
Saturday 21 Santa Clausa (U> limn Bom 
Du* IB Duwrtfbur Rooms CUO lL15pm 
101 D abuaOn* (U) &at-Sua Fri ^an. 455pm. 
630pm. 8.45pm; Tue 2pm. 4. 15pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 


Crisp Rd. W6 (0181 -741 2255RC 420 0100) 
5atuiday 21 Rersaaon (Iff 630pm + 
Emma (U) 8L40pm Sunctey 22 Winp Of Da- 
sire (15) 530pm +' Faraway, So do* (151 
8pm Monday 23 Lfttta Women (U) 6.15pcn 
+ Sense & Scnsihility 840pm Friday 27 An- 
nie Hal (PG) 645pm + Manhattan 840pm 


London locals 


ACTON 


WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) €> Part Royal 
101 Dalmatians Sbl-Tuc 1030am 
(Sat/Sua/Tne), 11.30am (SalTSun/Tue), 
Ipm, 2pm, 330p^i, 430pm, 6pm. 7pm (nff 
Tbe). 83(l(mi (nol Tbe), 930pm (not Tbe). 
12nridaghi (Sal); Thu 1230pm. ipm. 


The Advent ur e s 01 Pinoccbm Sai-Tbe 
12noon (SaVSttn). 230pm. 420pm 
Dayfa[ht Sai/Suo 650pm. 940pm. U. 

Thn 150pm, 4.10pm. 650pm. 

Evtta Uni 6H5pm. 9ff5pm 
The First Wives Chd> Sai-Tbe 6jQ5pm. 
9.10pm (do) The) 

Anita All The Way Sat-Tue 1040am, 
LlOpm. 3.40pm, 6.10pm (mn Tbe), 830pm 
(Toe). 9J0ptn (not Tbe); Thu 1250pm. 
340pm, 6.10pm. 840pm 
The Long Ktos Gcrxtoicht Sat-Tue 135pm, 
4315pm, 6.40pm, !L20pm (not Tbe). 

1155pm (Su); Thn 1.45pm, 420pm. 
735km, 950pm 

Roam DahTs MaUda Sal-Toe 1040am. 
120pm, 350(011. 5.10pm. 840pm (not Toe); 
Uni 130pm. 4pm, 620pm. 850pm 
Tha Santa Clause Sal 1030am 
Star Trek: Fhri Contact Sat-Tbe Ham. 

1 1 40am. 130pm. 210pm, 4pm, 440pm, 
630pm, 720fnn (not Tbe), 9pm (not Toe). 
950pm (not Tue). 1 145pm (Sal); Thn 
1.10pm, 2.10pm, 350pm, 440pm, 640pm, 
7.10pm. 920pm. 940pm 


BARKING 


ODEON 

(0181-5078444)- 

101 Dalmatians Sat-Tue 1 1 3 5am (not 
Sun), 1235pm. 135pm, 3XtSpm, 435pm. 
Inot Tue), 625 pro (not Tue), 

[nol Tbe), 845pm (not Toe) 
Sai/Sun tale S55pm> 

Dncnta: Dead And Loving Iff Sal/Sun 
120pm. 3.10pm j 

A Goaty Movie Sai/Mon/TuclCL55am 
lack Sai/MoaTTbclpm | 

Jbigt* All The Way Sat-Tuc/Thu 1240pm. 
245pm, 435pm. 7pm. 9pm (fttco ) 

The Long Kos Goodnight Sat-Tbe UOpm 
(not SaVStm), 3.40pm (wv SiL'Sun), 
635pm (not Tue), 830 imi (riot Tue) 

Roald DahTs MatftdaSai-Mbo 1035am 
(tux Sun), 1210pm. 220pm.j4J0pm. 640. 
850pm (off Tbe); Tbe 1035am. 1210pm, 
22flpm, 4 JOpm; Thu 225pm, 435pm. 
6.45pm J 

The Santa Clausa 

Sal/MotVlbe 1135am 

StarTnyfc First Cnn- 
tact Sat-Tue 1pm. 

/mV Art , 335pm. 6pm (not 

* , *V \ \ \ Tue), 835pm 
(not Tbe) 


ABC Baker Street Sai-Tue 130pm, 350pm, 
6.10pm, &35pm (not Tbe) 

Vagin Ftilrem Road Sal-Toe Ipm, 

350pm, 645pm. 920pm (not Tbe); 


Ritzy Sai lOJOpra 
_ “ tori Mm (18) 


TheGfiremri 

Warner West End Sat-Tbe 1150pm 
A Goofy MovW (U) 

Odeon Kensington Sni-Toc/rbu 145pro 
Nome FbrThe HoOrtagn (15) 

Cmon West End Sat-Mou/Tbu 135pm (not 

Sun), 355pm, 6.15pm, S35pm 

Screw* on Bata St Sai-Mon 455pm, 9pm 


BROMLEY. 

ODEON 


(018 1 315 <21 1) BR: Bmudey NontaSomb 


101 DataudiarsSM 1135am, 2pm. 

SuaTW ipm, 
tk 850pm (doi 


430pm, 735pm, 950pm; Sun-’ 
aw Tue V 


335pm. 6,10pm (nof 

TuehTh “ 


,TSo 255pm. 6.10pm. S.Vlpm 
Ewfa Thu 550pm. (LlOpm 
Jtagta AB 7h» Way Sat UOpm. 320pm, 
530pm; Sud-Tdc 1230pm. 235pm. 435pm, 
640pm fore Tbe); Thu 210pm, 4.10pm 
Tha Long Itiss Goodnlgtt Sal 735pm, 
955pm; SmVMon 8.45pm 
Roald DahTs Matilda Sal 1210pm, 235pm, 
5 pm, 725pm. 950pm; Stu-Tuc 11. 45m 

C I - IK—, 4 W— h 


(not SunL2Q5an. 425pm, b.4Spm (not 

Tue) ' 


:) 925pm (noi Tbe); 

Star Trek: Fhst Contact Sat 1150am. 
235pm. 5pm. 725pm. 950pm; Sm-Tbe 
1245pm. 325pm. 6.05pm (not Tbe), 

8. 45pm (not Tue); Thu 220pm, 4_\Spm. 
650pm. 935pm 

CROYDON 


CROYDON CLOCKTOWCR 
(0181-253 1070) BR: Croydon Wcre/Ea* 
Emma Sim 3pm 

Roald OaMta MatBda Sai-TboThu Ham 
(not Sat), 1pm. 3pm, 5pm, 7pm (not Tbe) 
RnaM DahTs UaMda Ham |mx Wed) ipm. 
3pm (not SmiX 5pm. 7pm (not Tuc/Wcd) 


SAFARI 


(0181-9706078) BR: Wen Croyckra. 

0.40am (Sal), 


101 Drinafiam Sai-Tbe 1R4 
LlOpm. 340pm, 6.10pm (nor Tuck H4ripm 
(notTue) 

Star Trek: First Contact Sat-Tue laiQam 
(Sat) 1240pm. 3.10pm. 550pm (doi Tue). 
830pm (aw Toe) 


CROYDON WARNER 
(01 81-680 6881) BR: East Croydon 
101 Dalmatians Sal-Toe 1030am. llam. 
1250pm. 130pm. 320pm. 350pm. 550pm. 
630pm, 820pm. 8.40pm. 1050pm (Su). 
11pm (Sat); Tha Ipn. 130pm, 330pm, 
tan. 6pm. 6.40pm. 830pm, 9.15pm 
Ttw Anvantures Of PkwccNo Sai-Tue 
12 B 00 D, 210pm 
The Craft Sal 1120pm 
DaySgbt S«t/&m 7pm. 925pm. l^mUnigbi; 
Thu 1pm, 340pm. 620pm, 9pm 
Evita Ttm 630pm 925pm 
The FVst Mires Ctab Sai-Tue 430pm. 7pm 
(not Sat/San), 925pm (not Sai/Sm) 

The Long Kiss Goodnight Sji-TUe 1pm. 
345pm. 640pm. 9J5pm. 1155pm (Sat) 
Roald DahTs MatBda Sai-Tue/lhu 1130am 
(Sat-Tbe V. 140pm. 4pm. 630pm. 840pm. 

1 Ipm (Sri) 

The Santa fTaiue Sal 1030am 

Star Tret first Contact Sat-Trie 1055am 

(Sun-Toe), 130pm. 355pm. 625pm. 9pm. 

1 UOpm (Sri); Thn 1 35pm, 3 33pm, 
OJOpn, 845pm 


215pm (not Salmon) 435pm. 7pm (noi 

Sri/Sun) 920pm (not Sat/Sun); Tbe 
1220pm. 530n«i 

Jtagta AH The W^ Sai -Mon I UTOam 
1 40pm. 350pm, MOpm. 4.111pm, 1120pm 
(Sat); Tue 1230pm. 250pm. 5.20pm; Thu 
inn, 420pn>, 630pm, 850 
The Long Kits Goodni^rt Sal-Mm 120pm, 
4.10pm, 640pm, 950pra; Tbe 11 50am. 
230mru 6pm: Thu 4pm, 7pm. 940pm 
Roafa DahTs Matlda Sat-Moa 10.J0am 
(Su) 1255pm, 325pm. 620pm. K45pm, 

11. 10pm (Sal); The 1 125am, iiPpm, 
4J5p*n; Thu 330pm, 550pm, K4Upm 
Tha Santa Ctaura Sat 1030pm 
Star Trek Fhst Contact Sai-Mun 1 12Tbm 
(Sun- Mon) JJOpm. 130pm, 4pm, 420pm. 
630pm, 650pm. 9pm, 0.40pm. 1 1 JOpm 
(Sri): Toe 1210pm. 1240pm, 240pm, 
3.10pm, 5.10pm, 550pm; Thn 220pm. 
320pm. 4_V^un. 6.10poH 720pm, v.llpm. 
950pm 


KINGSTON 


OPTIONS 
10181-546 0404) BR: Ktognoc 
101 Dalmatians Sat-Thc 1. Upm. 335pm, 
6pm, 825pm (not Tue) 

Dayifeht Su 820pm 
Jingle AI The Way Sri -The 135pm. 
350pm. bj)5pm, 820pm (DM SriTbe | 
Star Trek: PM Comm* Sai-Tbe 1240pm, 
3. 1 5pm. 550pm, 825pm (nol Tue I 

PECKHAM 


PREMIER CINEMA 

(0181-730 1010) BR: Fwkhain Rye 

101 Dalmatians Man-Tuc/Thu 130pm. 

' “0pm trot Tue). (iw The) 

Sai 9pra 


Hmt Wares Chib Sai-Tbe/nai 2pm 420pm, 
635pm (not Die), H5npm (nut Tue) 


EALING 


ABC NORTH FI ELDS AVENUE 
(0181-567 1075) BRta Ealing Broadway 
Dw Adventures Of PtnoccNo Sri-Tee 


■ rffM Wnftl 


Club Sat-Tbe 6.15pm. 


Thel 
845pm 

The HuncMrack Of Natie Dame SaUSvn 
145pm, 4pm 

Ind ep e n dence Day Sai-Tbe ^xu 


EALING VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD 
(0181-235 3003) BRta Ealing Broadway 
101 Dateatians Sal-Toe lL50aaa 210pm. 
1pm. 645pm. tan (nol Tue) 

J8gbl Sri/Son 9.15pm. 1 135pm (Sri) 
Jingle AM Tbe Way Sat-Tbe 1230pm, 
240pm, 5pm. 7J%m 9J0pm (not Tue) 
The Santa Cteuse Sai 10 
Star Treki First Contact Sai-Tbe 12pm. 
220pm. 440pm. 7pm. 920pm (nol Thel 


EDGWARE 


EDGWARE BELLE-VUE 
(0181-381 2558) ft Edgware 
101 Dahnatiaos 1220pm, 230pm. 520pm. 
8.15pm (not The) 

The Rnt Wives Ctab 1215pm, 215pm (mil 
Sun] 

Star Trek: Fhst Contact 1210pm, 240pm, 
520pm (not Sun). 8.10pm (not The) 

Dastak. DSwata Duflanla Le Jaytnge, Raja 
Hindustani Please phone for tiroes 


EDMONTON 


LEE VALLEY UCI 12 
(0181-4825282) «■ Tottenham Hale 
101 Dalmat ia n s Sat-Tue 1025am, 11am. 
1140am, 1pm. L45pm, 3. 15pm. 345pm. 
420pm, ^in, 625pm. 7pm. 7.40pm (dm 
T ue), 850pm (not Toe), 940pm (not Tue). 
laiOpmfnMlbe). 1130pm (SrikTbu 1pm. 
130pm, 155pm, 3.40pm, 4.15pm, 445pm. 
620pm. 7pm. 730pm. &50pm, 945pm 
Dayfl^rt SaVSun 850pm. 920pm. 1155pm 
(Sal): Thn 120pm, Jjwn, 4Xt5pm, 435pm. 
650pm, 7.15 poi, 935pm, 10pm 
Dragnnheart Sai-Tbe 1 13 Oam. 2pm, 430pm 
Evtta Thn 6pm, 720pm. 9ff5mn, 103 0pm 
(rear Sri 1210am 

The First Whres Qub Sat-Mon 9.10pm, 
11.45pm (Sri) 

GMhak Mod 920|pm 

ffngta AB The Way Sri -Tue 1035am. 120pm. 
4pm, 6.40pm. 9pm (notTue), 11.15pm (So); 
Hu LlOpm, 350pm, 6Jfaxn, 9pm 
The Long Ktas Goorinicbt Sai-Tue 7.10pm. 
950pm (noi Tue), 1230am (Sat) 

Roald DahTs Matilda Sai-Tue laiSam. 
1240pm, 330pm, 6.10pm, 840pm (noi 
Thu), 11pm (not Tbe); Thn 1240pm, 
330pm, 6. 10pm, 8.40pm 
The Nutty P refcswr Sal -Mon 1020pm. 
1245am (Sat) 

StarTrtfc Fast Cocttact fot-Tue 1045am, 
1120am. 130pm, 2pm. 4.10pm, 44npm. 
6-9Tpm . 720pm. 930pm (ws Tue), 20pm (not 
Tbe). lJnrirtnichi (Sat) 1230am. (Sai): Thu 
LfOpan, 425pm. 7jQ5ffn. 920pm. 95tto | n 

PNffl LEK 


WARNER 
(0181-446 9977) « East Finchley 
101 Dalmatians Sat-Tbe 10.45am. 1 1.15am. 
1pm. 1.45pm, 340pm, 4.ti>pm. b.l5pm. 
845pm, 9.15pm; Thu 1240pm. Thu 
1240pm. 120pm. 4pm. 6.10pm. 

640pm, 845pm, 9.10pm. 1150pm (Sal) 

Tha Adrerdures Of Pmocchio Sal -Tue 
1 L45am, 210pm 

Dayfigbt Sat/Sun 7.05pm. 9.40pm. 1210am 
[ Sri K Thu 130pm. 4.10pm. GSOpm, 930pm 
Fh* Wives Ctab Sai 435pm; Sun-Tueflhu 
435pm. 730pm, 950pm. 1210am (Sal) 
Jiittfe AH The Way Sri-Tuc/Thti 1050am. 
1pm. 215pm. 530pm. 745pm, VOpm 
The Long Kiss Goodnight Sai-Tue 125pm. 
4315pm, 7pm, 9.45pm. 1215am (Sat) 

Roald DahTs Ma ta da Sai-Tue iut5am. 
135pm. 4pm. bjllpm. 9pm; Thu 1.10pm. 

3 Jftom. 620pm, 9pm 

The Santa Ctrase Sai 1030am 

Star Tiata Fast Contact Sai-The 1040am, 

125pm, 356pm, 640pm, 925pm, I2nidrugtn 

(Sai); Thn 140pm. 4 JOpm. 7pm. 9.45|sn 

GREENWICH 



CINEMA 

(0142-6919020) BR: Gteenwich 
101 DrinraOans Sat-Toc/Thu 130pm. 
355poi. 620pm. B40pm (not Tbe) 
Dragpnhaart 215pm (not Wed) 

Rurid DahTs Katikta Sai-Tue.Thu 1235pm 
(Tue). 235pm (nor Thu) 445pm. 655pm 
(trot Tue), 9115pm (not Tue) 

Star Treie Art Contact Sat-TbefTho 
435pm. 635pm (not Toe). S3 5pm (noi 
Toe) 

HAMPSTEAD 


035pm i 

Angle All The Way Sat-TucThu iJnoun. 
215pm. 430pm. 6.45pm (not TucL 9pm 
(nol SavTue) 

Long 1U» Goodnight Sai-TueTliu 245pm. 
6.15pm (noi Tue). 8.45pm [nru Tue) 

RoaU DahTs MatBda fol-Tbc.'Iha 
1210pm, 220pm. 430pm, hJOpm (not 
Ttac\ KJUpm (not Tue) 

Star Trek Flat Contact Sai-TbcTha 
2Ktom. 425pm. 64npm (off Tbe). 855pm 
(oat Tbe) 

Wind tn The Willaws 1.45pm (nor Wed) 


PU JNB L 


MGM 

(0181-794 4000) «■ Betee Park 
101 Dalmatians Sar-Tne 135pm. 3.40pm. 


Qaf/^zw) 8.15pm 
Jingle AB The Way Sai-Tue 145pm, 4pm. 
6pm. 8.15pm (not SatSun) 

Star Trek; First Contact Sal-Tuc 125pm, 
250pm. 6.15pm, 840pm 


HAMMERSMITH, 


VIRGIN 

(0181-748 0557) ■& Rovcascmnt Pk/FTsmtUi 
101 DUmatims Sa-Toc Ham (Sai). 
UOpm. 340pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm (run The) 
Dayflgbt Sai SASpoi. HJDpm: Son 845pm 
-facta AB The Way Sat-Tue 130pm, 4pm. 
6.10pm 

The Long Kiss Goodnight Moo 830pm 
RoaU DahTs MrtBde Sat-Tbe 1120am 
(Sal), 1.40pm, 4.10pa. 630pm, 850pm (nol 
Toe) 

The Santa Clause Sai 10am 

Star Trek: Rret Contact Sat-Tbo 1pm. 

350pm. 630pm, 9.10pm (noi Tuo), 

II 30pm (Sai) 


HARROW 


WARNER 


(0181427 9944) * Harrow on (he Hm 
101 Dalmatians Sat-Moa 10, 


Sol-Moo 1050am (Sai) 
1205pm. I JOpm. 225pm. 340pm. 
445pin. 6pm, 7.10pm, 830pm. 930pm. 
11pm (Sri^Tbc 1140am. Ipm, 230pm. 
2ilpre. 320pm. 440pm. 540pm; Tha 
UOpm. 3.40pm, 435pm. 6pm. 7,10pm. 
HTflpm 930pm 

The Adventures Of P in ooc hi o SatSun 
215pm; Toe 3pm 
The Craft Sal 11.40pm 


1140pm (Sri); , 
9pm 


3pm, 620pm. 


Evtta Thu 645pm, 920pm 
t Wares Chib 


The first 1 
Sat-Mon/Thu 1155am, 


ABC 

(0181-788 3003) * Pmuey Bridge 
101 Dalmatians Sat-Tue I.Utom. 3.45pm. 
635pm. 8.40pnj 

Daylight Sai H.15jan 

Angle All The Way Su-Toe 1.45pm, 4pm. 
615pm, 9pm (not Sal) 

Star Trek: Fust Contact Sai-Tue !2llpra, 
3.4(tom. 6.15pm, 850pm 

RICHMOND 


ODEON 

(0181-315 4218) BR/» Rkhmnnd 
101 Dalmatians Sai-Tue (Thu ].L5pra, 4pm, 
6A$pm (not Tue), 930pm (not Tw;) 
Baytigtt Thu 2pm, 545pm, SJOpm 
Evtta Thu 610pm, 850pm 
Roald DahTs MrtOda Sai-Tbemui 130pm. 
350pm. 630pm row Tbe), 920pm (not Tuel 
Star Trek: Fhst Contact Sri-TtaeThu Ipm, 
340pm. 630pm (not Tue). 9.10pm (not The) 


ODEON STUDIO 

(0181-332 0055) BR/e- Richmond 

101 Dabnatian Sai-TucThu I pat, 330pm, 

630pm (not Tbe). 9.10pm (nut Tue) 

Brassed Off Sri-TucThu 9.15f«t (noi Tuc) 

DqrCght Sai/Sbn 630(011. 930pm 

The Fast Whres Club Sri-TucThu 1 JOpm. 


4pm^63C^m(pot Tuc).930pm (not Tue) 


Way SM-Tue/Thu 2pm, 
4 JOpm, 7pm (not Tbe) 

Long IGss Gonitoltfg Sai-TucOhu 1pm. 
345pm. 625pm (ux Tuc), 9.10pm (off 
The) 


ROMFORD 


ABC 

(01708-743848) BR: RooIorL 

101 Dalmatians Sai-Mcm UOpm. 3.40pm, 


6pm. 8^^Tue 1215pm, 235pm. 450pm 


Angle All The Way Sai-Mon 130pm. 
330pm, 5.45pm. 8.45pm (nol Sat); Tue 
1 210pm, 215pm. 420pm 
Stm Trek Fhst Contact Sal-Man 1255pm. 
325pm. 555pm. 8JSpm; Tuc 12315pm. 
225pm. 4.45pm 


1130am, 


ROMFORD ODEON LIBERTY 2 
(01708-729040) BR: Romlonl 
101 Dahnatians Sat-Tue ] 130 
1245pm. 1.45pm, 7 
(not Tue), 640pm (not Tue), Spin (cm 
Tbe), 9pm (not Thel; Thn 220pm, 145pm. 
440pm, 5.1 jpo, 7.4fajn 
The Craft SaVSun 350pm; Moo 250pm, 
6 . 10 p m, 840pm; Toe 350|mi 
DayflgM Sal 7.15pm, 9 . 45 pm; Son 615pm, 


8.45pm; Thn 245pm. 5.Q5poi, 725pm 
id 8 Loving f ' 


Dracuta: Dead 8 Loving ft Sai-Tbe 120pm 
Dragonhaart Su MJlSaflJ 
Evtta Tho 7pm 

The Flat Wirres Club Sri 1.15pm. .\45pm. 
720pm, 9.40pm; Sud-Tdc UOpm. 3.4Cpra. 
6pm (not Tue), 830pm (not Tue); Thn 
240pm. 5pm. 7 JOpm 
A Goofy Movie Su 11.05am 
Jack Sal 11-QSam 

Jin^eAB The Wqy Sat-Toe 11.15am, 
120pm, 330pm, 6pm (not Toe), 840pm 
(noi Toe); Tim 230pm. 5pm. 730pm 
The ling IGss Goodnight Sri 12t^>ra, 4pm. 
645pm, 9 JOpm; Sun-Man 1250pm. 
320pm, 555pm, 830pm; Tuc 1250pm, 
320pm; Thu 210pm, 4.45pm, 7J5pm 
RoaU DahTs Ma&da Sat-Tbe lUSam, 
130pm. 350pm, 615pm (not Tuc), 8.45pm 
(no) Tbe); Thn 245pm, 525pm, 725pm 
The Nutty PrafeesorSat 1125am 
Tire Santa Clausa Sri 11 25am 
Star Trafc Flirt Contact Sai 1 JOpm, 

' 'pm, 7pm. 930pm; Son-Moo 1pm. 
335pm, 6.10pm, 840pm: The Ipm, 335pm; 
Tho 215pm, 4.45pm, 73 5pm 


streatha m 


ABC 

(0181-769 1928) BR; Sueribam HjB 
Alaska Sri/Sun 1245pm. Llt^m 
Daylight Sal-Tuc 520pm (Sunk 615pm 
(SriiSim) 

The Fhst Whres Club Sai-Tue 540jroi. 
820pm loot The) 

I n dependence Day Sat-Tue 1.15pm. 430pm 
(not Sun), 745pm (not Sri'SuaTuc) 
StarTiafc Fhst Contact Sal-Tuc 1255pm. 
325pm, 6pm. 835pro (uol Tue) 


ODEON 

(0181-315 4219) BR: Slrealh.im Hill 
101 Dabnrtlans Sat-Tbe 1225 2.15pm, 
425pm, 635pm 9uo( Tbe). 8.45pm mol 
The); Thu iffSpm. 325pm. nJ5pm, 8.45pm 
Brassed Off Sat-The I2npm. 6pm (no) 
The); Thu 120pm 

Tha Craft Sai-Tue 330pm. 830pm font 
Tho); Thu 3 JOpm 
Evtta Thu 555pm. fiJOpm 
Jb«to AH The Way Su-TueFUu 1240pm. 
250f*n. 455pm (noi Tbek 7pm (off The}, 
925iun (on Tuc) 

tong Kta Guoteal g h t Sai-TUe 1230pm. 


210pm. S5hm (not Thu). SJOpm (nut 
;Tbu liWpm, .3. 10pm. SJOpm. B30ptn 


Tuck Thu 

Roald DahTs MatBda Sai-Tbc/lhu 
1225pm. 235pm. 445pm, 655pro (dw 
T he). 9pm (not loe) 


UXBRIDGE 


ODEON 

(01426-931395) 9 UxMldge 
101 Dalmatians Srt-TncfThu U.IOam (nff 
Toe), 1 JOpm, 355pm. 625pm. loot Toe). 
845pm (not Tue/Tnu) 

Evita Thu 825pm 

Roald DahTs Matilda Sm-Tuc/Thn U40am 
(not Thu). 2pm. 4,15pm. 6.40pm. 8511pm 
{ow Tue) 


WALTHAMSTOW 


ABC 

1 018 1-520 7092) ♦ Walihmnsmv Central 
10Z Dahnatians Sai-Moa 140pm. 355pm, 
630pm, 835pm; Toe 1210pm, 230pm, 
4.45pra 

DayBght Sri (UOpm 

Jingle AH The Way Sai-Mon 210pm. 

430pm. 630pm. 640pm inoi Sai); Tbe 

1240pm. 240pm. 4.40pm 

Star Trek: first Contact Sa-Mon UOpm, 

330pm. 55ltoni. 820pm; Tw 1205pm. 

225pm. 4 45pm 

wimri mnw 

ODEON 


(0142&-919227) BR/O- WimMcdoo 
101 Dahnatiaos Su-lbc Ham. 125pm, 
355pm. 620pm (dm Toe), 845pm (nff 
Tbe). 11.15pm (Sri) 

Dayliglt Ssft fipm. SJOpm, 1 l.lSpaq Sun 
Urn, S3flpm 

Dracuta: Dead And Loving It Sai-Tue 
11415am, 1.10pm 

Tire fin* Wares Club Mod 845pm 
The GEmmer Man Sat 1130pm 
Jhgh AIIThe Way Sai-Tue ILSSam, 
155pm, 355pm, 555pm (do! Sat/Smv , Tue| 
The Long Ida Goodnight Sat-Tbe 3315pm. 
545pm (not The), 825 pm (not Tuel, 
ll.lOnmtSai) 

Roam DahTs MrtMa Sri-Mon 1130am, 
145pm. 4poi. 6 15pm, 830pm; Tnc 
1130am, L45pm,4fxn 
The Santa Clause Sai 10am 
Star Trek: first Contact Sat-Tbe 1pm, 
3JQpm. 6pm (not Tbe), SJOpm (noi Tue), 
ll.lSpm (Sal) 

TsdstarSai Item 
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J2 THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND • SATURDAY 21 DECEMBER 1996 

Christmas guide to church services & events 21-27 



TtMse an the church unices far 
Christmas Ere and Christmas Day: 
CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL: 25 Dee 
&un HC: 10am Marins, Ireland m Ft 

H am Sung Eucharist, Mesa brevis in 

B flat (Mozart), The Archbishop; 
3.15pm Evensong. Howells in G. 
YORK MINSTER: 24 Dec 4pm PGnc 
Lessens and Can*. 25 Dec Sam, 
8.45am HC 10am Sung Eadaret, 
Missa faevs (Mozart), The Archbish- 
op; IJJOam Matins, Britten iaE and 
G The Dean; 4pm Evensong. Si Paul's 
unict i HcrwcBs). 

BIRMINGHAM CATHEDRAL- 24 Dec 
1 1 JOpm Mfctafebt Mass, Mis» vesbum 
coto (JcKcuat), The Provost. 25 Dec 
9am Morning Prayer; 9.15am HQ 
I lam Clwal Eucharist, Kelty in CTha 
Right Rev Mark Saaier, 4pm Evening 
Prayer. 

BLACKBURN CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 I JOpm Midnight Eucharist Mass of 
the «juki hour lOWWtfd), Canon David 
Galilee. 25 Dec 8am HC 9.15pm 
Choral Matins; 1030am Cathedral 
Eucharist. St Nicholas mass (Haydn). 
The Bishop. 

BRADFORD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec: 
1130pm First Comm onion of Christ- 
mas. In the bleak mid-winter (Darke), 
IK- ftDKKL 25 Dec &UD HC lOLtfam 
HC The Bishop. 

BURY ST EDMUNDS, St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral: 24 Dec II -30pm Midnight 
Sung Eucharist. OJdroyd in D.25 Dec 
Sam HC 1 0am Sung Eucharist, Mozart 
in C. The Bisbop of Dumricb; 1 L45am 
HC; 5pm Choral Evensong, Blow in F 
transposed. 

CARLISLE CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 130pm Midnight Eucharist, Canon 
David Weston. 25 Dec 1030am Sung 
Eucharist. Stanford m C and F, The 
Dean; 4pm Evensong. 

CHELMSFORD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
} 130pm Midnight Mass. Missa ad 
praesepc (Malcolm), The Acting 
Provost. 25 Dec 730am Morning 
Prayer; fom HG 930am Eucharist. 
Canon David Knight 1 lam Service for 
Christmas Monring. Stanford in C, The 
Bishop; 1210pm HG 5. 1 5pm Evening 
Prayer. 

CHESTER CATHEDRAL: 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Eucharist, Canon 
James Newcome. 25 Dec 8am HG 
10am Choral Eucharist, The Bishop ot 
Birkenhead: 11.30am Christmas 
Matins. The Dean; 4.1Spm Choral 
Evensong with Carols. 

COVENTRY CATHEDRAL 25 Dec 
7.40am Morning Prayer: Sun Com- 
mmiwi; 1030am Cathedral Eucharist, 
Missa brevis Sancti Joannis de Deo 
(Hank): 330pm Evening Prayer at the 
Crib. 

DERBY CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 11 30pm 
First Eucharist of Christinas, Ireland 
in C. Canon Tony Ctacacrman. 25 Dec 
10.45am Song Eucharist with Cards, 
Stanford in G, The Bishop. 

DURHAM CATHEDRAL: 25 Dec: 
7.15am HG The Precentor, 8am HG 
Canon Derek Hodgson; 10am Matins. 
Vaughan Williams in G, The Dean: 
1 1. 15am HG Messe de mhndt (Char- 
penrier). The Bishop: 330pm Even- 
song. Collegium regale (Howells). 


ELY CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 1130pm 
First Eucharist of Christmas, Lhde or- 
gan mass (Mozart). The Dean. 25 
Dec&LSuzzHGGmoa Dennis Green; 
1030am Sung Eitdaria, Missa Sanc- 
ti Nicolai (Haydn), Canon John Inge; 
3.45pm Evensong, Jesus College ser- 
vice (Mathias). 

GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
11 ,45pm Midnight Eucharist, Dint 
Mata mass (Hauler). The Sub-Dean. 
25 Dec 8am HC, Canon Dr Maureen 
Pafancr. 9.45am Sung Encahrist, Mis- 
sa brevis in C (Mozart), The BahOp; 
I1.15wn Matins, Stanford In B Bat.' The 
Dean; 4pm Festival of Nine Lcssoos 
and Carols 

LEICESTER CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Sung Eucharist. Missa brevis 
in C (Mozart), The Bishop. 25 Dee 
7.40am Meaning Prayer, Sam HG 
1030am Choral Matins, On this day 
earth shall ring ( Stewart)/ The Piuvosl 

L1CHFIELD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Moss, Schubert in 
G, The Re* Alan Smith. 25 Dec 8am 
HG 1 030am Sung Eucharist. Sdnfoert 
in G, The Bisbop: 530pm Evening 
Prayer. 

LINCOLN CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 130pm Midnight Endon# and Bless- 
ing of the Crib, The ChaaceOar. 25 Dec 
8am HC with Carols and Station at the 
Crib; 930am Sung Eucharist, Missa 
Sancti Nicolai (Haydn). The Bisbop: 
ILl5am Mums, Stanford in B flat. The 
Dean: 1230pm HG 3.45pm HG Col- 
legium regale (Howells). 
MANCHESTER CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm First Communion of Christ- 
mas, The Bishop. 25 Dec 8.45am 
Morning Prayer; 9am HG 10-30am 
Sung Eucharist. Missa Sancti Nicolai 
(Haydn), The Dean. 

NEWCASTLE CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
LlJGpmBlessingof the Grib and First 
Eucharist of Christmas, Missa Sancti 
Joannis de Deo (Haydn), The Provost. 
25 Dec 8am HC, Canon Bob Langley; 
930am Sung Eucharist, Missa ad prac- 
sepe (Makohn). 

OXFORD. Christ Church: 25 Dec 
10am Matins. Britten in E, The Bish- 
op; 1 LlSamSung Eucharist. Missn bre- 
vis in F (Mozart). The Dean; 6pm 
Evensong. 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 24 
Dec 11.45pm Solemn Eucharist, Lit- 
tle organ mass (Haydn), The Bishop. 
25 Dec 730am, 8.15am HG 930am 
Marins, Stanford is C.Thc Precentor: 
Ham Eucharist, Darke in F, The 
Dean,' 330pm Evensong and Proces- 
sion, Collegium regale (Wood). 

PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Mass, Schubert in 
G, The Provost. 25 Dec 8am HG 
930am Parish Communion, Maas nf St 
Thomas (Thorne). The Bishop; 
11.15pm Solemn Eucharist, Missa 
Sancti Nicolai (Haydn). Canon Colin 
Bradley; 4pm Evening Prayer. 

RIPON CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 1 130pm 
Midnight Eucharist. Jackson in G, 
Canon Peter Marstmfl. 25 Dec Sam Eu- 
charist, Canon Michael Glanvflle- 
Smitb; 9.30am Parish Eucharist, 
Jackson in G, The Bishop; 1130am 
Matins, Britten in C. The Dean; 
1230pm Eucharist, The Rev David 
Murfeu 4pm Evensong with Carols 
round the Crib. Oman Keith Punshan. 



ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Mass, Messe de 
mirmii (Charpenricr), The Bishop. 25 
Dec 8am HG 1030am Song Eu- 
dtaosl. Organ solo mass (Moait), The 
Dean: 3.15pm Evensong. 

ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL 25 Dec 8am 
HC with hymns; 930am Parish Eu- 
charist, On chit day (Hylton Stewart). 
The Bishop; 11.15am Matins. Col- 
legium regale (Howells). The Dean; 
1230pm HG 4pm Evensong. 
SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 1.45pm First Eucharist of Christmas. 
Messe de min ait (Chaipenrier), The 
Very Rev Derek. Watson. 25 Dec 8am 
HG 1 0am Eucharist. Missa Sancti 
Nicolai (Haydn), The Vfeiy Rev Derek 
Watson; 11.45am Family Service far 
Christinas Morning, Canon June Os- 
borne; 3pm Evensong. Procession and 
Blessing cd die Christmas Cr*. Stan- 
ford in A. 

SHEFFIELD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
UJOpmMkfatighlEisdxirist. Missa bre- 
vis (Mozart), Ginon Christopher Smith. 
25 Dec 8am HG I0um Morning 
Prny e i: 1030am Sung Eucharist, St 
Nicholas mass (Havdn), The Bisbop: 
3pm Evening Prayer. 

TRURO CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 1130pm 
Midnight Mass, Jackson in G, The Cu- 
rate. 25 Dec Sam HG 9am Matins; 
10am Sung Eucharist. Coronation 
mass (Mozart), The Bishop of St Ger- 
mans; 630pm Evening Prayer. 
WAKEFIELD CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 lpm Procession to die Crib and Mid- 


night Mass, Messe de mftmit (Charp- 
entier). The Bishop. 25 Dec 8am HC 
Canon Ian Knox; 9. 15am Parish Com- 
munion. I sing of a maiden (Hadley), 
Canon George Naira-Briggs 11am 
Solemn Eucharist. Coronation mass 
(Mozart), The Provost; 5pm Evensong. 

WINCHESTER CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Eucharist. Missa 
Sancti Joannis de Deo (Haydn), The 
Dean. 25 Dec 7am, 8am HG 1030am 
Matins, Collegium regale (Howells), 
The Bishop: 1130am Eucharist, Coro- 
nation mass (Mozart); 330pm Even- 
song, Dyson in D. 

WORCESTER CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1130pm Midnight Eucharist, Canon 
David Thomas. 25 Dec 930am Fami- 
ly Eucharist, The Archdeacon; 11am 
Sung Eacharisl, Messe solenneUe 
(i nnptak) Thr Bishop of Dudley; 4pm 
Evensong with Cards, Dyson in D. 


BANGOR CATHEDRAL: 24 Dec: 
1130pm Choral Eucahrist, Jackson in 
G 25 Dec 8am Holy Eucharist; 9.4*iyb 
Cymun Bendigatd; 1 lam Choral Eu- 
charist Little organ mass (Haydn). 

CARDIFF, Uandaff Cathedral 24 Dec 
930am Btessingof the Cr*. Processkxi 
and Fust Eucharist of Christmas. The 
Dean. 25 Dec 7am Holy Eucharist; 
730am Matins; 8am Holy Eucharist; 
9am Procession and Parish Eucharist; 
10.45am Procession mid Sung Eu- 
charist, Schubert in G. the Bishop: 
12.15pm Holy Eucharist; 1230pm 
Evensong. • 


NEWPORT CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
HJOpm First Eucharist of Christinas. 
25 Dec 1030am Family Service. 

ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 L45pm Choral Eucharist, Darke mF, 
The Yaty Rev Retry Goubtooe. 

ST DAVIDS CATHEDRAL 21 Dec 
i 130pm Firs Eucharist of Christmas, 
Little organ niaat (Haydn), The Dean. 
25 Dec 8am HG 930am Cymun 
Bendigaid. Y Deem; 930am Family 
Eucharist, The Minor Canon; 1135am 
Choral Ma tins, Stanford in B Sat, The 
Dean; 4.15pm Evening Prayer 
GLASGOW CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
11.15pm Christmas Eve Service, 
A Christmas card (Darke), The 'Way 
Rev Dr WJ. Mania. 25 Dee 11am 
Christmas Day SErvicc. Stanford 
fa B QaL The Very Rev Dr WJ. 
Moms. 


BIRMINGHAM, St Chad’s Cathedral: 

24 Dec 1130pm Carols be fare Mid- 
night Mass; 12am Song Mass, Messe 

^A-rnipH i- (T jngfaik), Tbr &Tfhh«hnp 

25 Dec 9am Mass; 1 lam Sung Mass, 
St Nicholas mass (Haydn), The Ad- 
ministrator. 


ST PAUL'S CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
1 130pm Midirigfat Mass of Christmas, 
Messe de minuit . (Chaipentier), 
Canon Michael Sonant 25. Dec 8am ' 
HG 8.45am Matins; 11am Sung Eu- 
charist, Messe de minuit ^Gharpen- 
U'er), The Dean; 3.l5p&-Bnensong, 


Stanford fa C 

WESTMINSTER ABBEY: 24 Dec: 
1130pm Abbey Midnight Eucharist, 
Stanford in C andF. Canon Cotin Sem- 
per. 25 Dec 8am HG lQJQnln Abbey 
Eucharist, Missa brevis hiD (Mozart), 
Canon Anthony Harvey; 3pm Festal 
Evensong, Purcell in B flat- ' 
SOUTHWARK CATHEDRAL 24 Dec 
11 pm Chloral Eucharist, Messe demi- 
nmt (CbarpealfaVrbeRirimp. 25 Dec 
9am Eucharist, The Provost; Ham 
Choral Eucharist, Schubert in G, The ' 
Provost. 

Chapel Royal, Si James's Palace: 25 
Dec 830am HQ 11.15am Song Eur 
charist; Darke fa E, -The Rev WJ. 
Booth. - _ • 

TbeQnaenfc Chapel <dtha Savoy, Savoy 
Hffl. WC2: 25 Dec limn Sung Eu- 
charist, Darke m F.The Chaplain. 
Chapel Royal, Tower of London: 24 
Dec 1130pm Midnight HG The Rev 
PJLG Abram. 

Chapel Royal, Hamp ton Court; 24Ptc 
11pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity, 
with hymns. 25 Dec: SJOuaHG Hast 
Matins. Stanford in A, A child fa born 
(Scheldt). 

Gray's bin Chape): 25 Dec &30amHC 
Quswnor Chapd, Soah Andlqr Street, 
Wl: 24 Dec Upm Carols for Choir and 


Schubert in G, The Rev Simon Hobbs. 
25 Dec lima Fsarrity Eucharist, The 
Rev Dayton Dewey.. 

Guards Chapel, VfeUntgban Barracks, 
SWL: 24 Dec lU5pm Carols. at the 


Mkkt, l L30pm hfidmgbt HC. Dad« 

Dec 11m Matins, Hb^Ctas- 

tus naras eat (Sweetfoek), 77* Rev 
Leslie a Bryatr, 12pm HC . 

Royal Hospital Chelsea, SW*2S Dec 
11am Morning 

thrin cfaantider (Ftai). The 8" L 
Hiney. 

Royal ftorei Coflege Chap* Gkcd- 
wii, SEKfc 25 Dec Uwn Song Eu- 
charist, Darke in F, The Rev Owe 
French. 

AI Sahib, Margaret Street Wl: 34D« 

12am Midnight Mfa J /bsa Jg£ 
Nicolai (Haydn), The Vicar. 25 Dec 
gam Low Mass; 1030am Mornmg 
Praytc Ham High Mass, Mlsjabrev* 
fa D (Mozart), The RevLE. Davies. 
A8 Saints, Putney Bridge, SW^24D^ 

113(hjm Midnight MaR 25 Dec 8am 

HG 1030am femily Gaummiaa. 
filf fmd* , Tjtnghxm Place. Wl: 24 Dec 
11pm Christmas Eve Communion, 
Prebendary Richard Bewes. 3 pec; 

1030am Family Service, The Rev Jtmn 

Coot . . . t _ 

Tha Annundatkm, Marble Arch, Wl; 

24 Dec 1130pm Midnight Mass. O 
beatnm et saorasancttnn diem (rnHEps). 

25 Dec liars Solemn Mass. 

ffafy THnffc aranpfta Brad, SWh 24 
Dec; 11 ,30pm Midnight Communion, 
The Rev Simon Downham. 25 Dee 
11am Ftody Service, The Rev Sandy 
Mater 1115pm HG The Rev Sandy 
Millar. 

Holy THfSy; Ptince Consort Road, SW7: 
25 Dec llam-Eucbarist with fajmps. 
The Rev Bffl Ratchford. 

St Alan the Martyr; HoZbam, ECL-24 
Dec iL40pm Carols; 12am Mkfaighr 
Mass, Oigebotdmesse (Mozart). 

St Botatph’s, Aldgate, EO: 25 Dec 
i n Vhm simg Eur±ari st,ThcRevBrt- 
anLec. 

St GeorgB^s, Bkxxnsbmy Wky, WC1: 
24 Dec 1130pm Midnight Ma» 25 
Dee Tlam Mass with Cads. 

St George’s, Hanover Square. W1:25 
Dec 830am HG tlam Sung Eu- 
charist, Missa brevis fa F (Haydn), The 
Rector. 

St James’s. Pfaradflly; 24 Dec n30Fm 
Midnight Mass. 25 Dec 830am HQ 
Ham Sung Encharist, The Rev Don- 
ald Reeves. 

St James’s, Sussex Gardens, Wl 24 
Dec 1130pm Midn^ht Eucharist, 
Missa ionic cocli (Haydn), The Rev 
Bfll WIkbl 25 Dec 1030am Sung Eu- 
charist, Missa papae mareeOi (Palest- 
rina). The Rev Andrew Mekhtun. 

St John^Stratfexxf Broadway, E15:24 
Dec Ufa HGTbocaia (WSdor). The 
Rev David Richards. 25 Dec llam 
Fmnfly Communion, The Rev Mor&um 
Okefkr. . 

St Johris Wood Church, NW& 24 Dec 
1 130pro Midni^it Mass, Missa Sanc- 
dNkotei (H^dn), The Vicar. 25 Dec 
a*™ HG 930am Parish Communion; 


zzsSungl , _ 

C (MozaSTt The Rev Peter QranddL 
St MarBarefs, ‘Westminster Abbey 24 
Dec 11.45pm Midnight Eucharist, 

Missa brevis (Kodaly). Canon Donald 
Gray. 25 pec llam Matins, Britten fa 
C, “Die Rev Dr Pbul Bradshaw. 

St Mark’s, Reacnft fterk Road, NWl: 
24 Dee 113C^m Midnight Mas, M»- 
sa Saocd Nkotei (Haydn), The Rev 
Thm Devcmsbice -Jones. 25 Dec 8am 
HG 1030am Parish Eucharist Missa 
Sancti Nkofai (Haydn), The Rev Han 


1130pm Midnight Mass. The Rev 
Bernhard Sehtoemann^-5 Dec 

1030am Eud»ar®LThe Vram 

Can*andRcidfas5.ThcitevBOTbard 

Schflnemann. ■ - 

St Mary Abbots. Vkarage Ga*. WJ 
25 Dec 930am Parish Eucharist, ft 
Gcffi; lL15ani Choral Matins. The Vic- 

St MWteaTs, ChesterSquare.SW: 24 

Dec 1130pm HC 25 Dec llam Kun- 

Jjy rffllMIB 111 * 111 - 

St PauPs, Wilton Race, SW1: 34 Dec 
11 JOpm Midnight Encharist . Mesae dr 

gtorte(Pucdm).Tl«^C^wopto 

Conrfauld. 25 Dec 9am HC; llam 
Choral Encharist, Misa! Sancti Jmn- 
018 de Deo (Haydn). The Rev Neil 
Dawson. 

SI PWEr’a.EaiM Square, SW1:J Dec 
First Mass of Christmas, Corooonon 
mass (Mozart). 25 D«:. 8.15am 
HC 10am Rmily Endianit; Ham 
Sung Encharist, Mis» hodieChnsrus 
r »m* est (Palestrina). Pr WJ* Kryca. 
Temple Church, Fleet Street, EC4: 25 
Dec 830am HQ 11.15am Morning 
Prayer and HG Wmghan Wffliams m 
G, The Mastcr. 

St Cotumba 1 * Chuich of ScoUmd. Fool 
Street, SWL 2* Dec 1 130pm Can- 
dtel ighi Service. 25 Pec lOam HG 
I tom Amity Service. ! 

Crown Court (Church of Scraland), 
RusseD Street, WCl 24 Dec l L30pm 

Whtctmjght Sendee. 25 Dee j llam 
Chrfatimg Day Sendee. - 1 

Our Lady of the Assumption. Warwick 
Street. Wl: 24 Dec 1130pm 
Spatzenmesse (Mozazt). 


The Oratory, Branpton Read, 
Dec lL30pm Carols for Cl 
Congregation: 12am Midnight 
Hciligmcsse (Haydn). 25 D« 
Sam, 9am, 10am Mass; Ham 
Mass, Mesa bd amfinit alicra 

1230pm Moss; 430pm 
4pm Evensong. Alma 
mater (Palestrina). 


: 24 
land 


Dec Tam, 


HC 

ebra- 


Ctty Temple, HoFborn Viadoct, 

25 Dec 1030am Service, ~ 
HQborn. 

Hfade Street Methodist 

24 Dec 11.3^Jm Christmas E- 

25 Dec 1030am Christmas “ 
lion. 

Westminster Central Hall 
SWl:24Dec lUSpmM! 
m union. The Rev Eden J 
Dec 1030am Worship and 
The Rev Eden Fletcher. 

Kensfagtoa United Reformed 
ADcn Street, W8: 24 Dec 1130diMid- 
night Communion. The Re Peter 
LoveitL 25 Dec llamChristmi Vfcsn- 
ing Service, The Rev Peter Lt eiu. 

St Anne & St Agnes (Lutbera .Gre- 
sham Street, EC2: 24 De< 11pm 
Omcfldlght Choral Eucharist, icRev 

Paul D. Sdmuegc. 25 Dc< llam 
Choral Eucharist, Andreas J ±er. 
Westminster Chapel (Inde ndent 
Evangdkal), Buckingham Ga SWl: 
25 Dec llam Christaas Day race. 
Bloomsbury Central Baptist lurch, 
Shaftesbury Avenue. WC2: : Dec 
1 lam Christmas Day Service, Rev 
Barrie Hibbert. 


Liese Spencer reports on offbeat seasonal revels, from mud-wallowing to fire-hurlir 



| ow is the time to deck 
the halls with boughs 
I of holly, stuff plum 
duff (whatever that may be) 
and rediscover all those tra- 
ditional picture opportunities 
which seem best enjoyed at 
temperatures below freezing. 
If you can manage to extract 
your corpulent frame from 
the lethal TV-scttee combo, 
here arc some of the more 
eccentric Christian and 
Pagan celebrations you might 
want to experience, along 
wilh a few of dubious prove- 
nance but great popularity 
lifted direct from the great 
doomsday guide to local 
tourism. 

If you're a denizen of West 
Yorkshire, why not risk tinni- 
tus by celebrating midnight 
mass in Dewsbury, where the 
good burghers will be cele- 
brating Christmas Eve by 
lolling ihc tenor bell of All 
Saims Church once for each 
year of the Christian era. 
Which means, of course, that 
(his year a rota of ringers will 
he sounding 1,*)% knells. The 
tradition dates hack to the 


middle ages and a murderous 
local lord called Sir Thomas 
de Soo thill, who after top- 
ping one of his enemies, 
donated the bell to expiate 
his crime. The practice is 
supposed to remind the 
Devil of his defeat and send 
him off with his ears ringing. 
Ail Saints Parish Church, 
Dewsbury, W. Yorks (01924- 
457057) 24 Dec from 9.30pm. 

Alternative^, hear the 
more genteel jingle of morris 
dancers at Gloucester Cathe- 
dral on Boxing Day, where 
the waving of hankies and 
pigs bladders will be accom- 
panied by theatre from the 
village mummers. Cathedral 
Precints and New Inn Court- 
yard ', Gloucester Gloucester- 
shire (01453-759 921) Basing 
Day 12pm onwards. 

On New Year’s Eve, why 
not go out for a spot of fire- 
balling in Stonehaven? 
Organiser Bill Emslie has 
been burning up the high 
street of the old town for 30 
years, and expects thousands 
of spectators this year to 
watch the parade to the 


town’s canon. The 45 local 
men and women wield bails 
of flaming kindling and pine 
cones encased in mesh, and 
swing them round their 
heads. The tradition goes 
back hundreds of years and is 
thought to be a Pictish way of 
burning out the spirits of the 
old year to let in spirits of the 
new. The procession starts on 
the stroke of midnight and 
lasts 30 minutes before the 
fireballs are doused in the 
harbour. Although her 
daughter also takes port in 
the parade, Mrs Emslie 
refuses: “Tm not daft." she 
laughs, “although, once 
you’ve done it, IVe heard it’s 
so much fun you must do it 
again." 

Further north still and you 
come across football festivi- 
ties in Kirkwall. Dating back 
two-hundred years, this is no 
ordinary kicks bout, but a 
mass rugby-like ruck between 
the “Oopies” from the top of 
the town and the “Doonies" 
from the bottom. With rough 
scrumming and scrabbling, 
penalties are rare and the 



Boys from the black stuff surface kiMakion, Essex on New Ybar’s Day 


game only ends when the ball 
touches down at the castle or 
the harbour - which can be 
six or seven hours after kick- 
off. Phew. Kirkwall , Isle of 
Orkney ( 01856 S72961 ) New 
year's Day. 

And just in case you 
thought Scotland had the 
monopoly on weird winter 
practices, rest assured - 
Essex ways of welcoming m 
the New Year arc no less 


eccentric. On the fust day of 
1997, the town of Mai don 
invites game sorts to join in a 
mud race through the boggy 
reaches of the Blackwater 
Estuary with boys (and girls) 
from the black stuff raising 
money for charidee and 
enjoying a hot shower and 
pint after their wallow. 
Promenade Park Maldon, 
Essex (01621-875 842) New 
Year's Day from 12noon. 
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Unusual Gifts 



NEWSPAPERS 


.From largest archives saved from. 
1642-1996. Sunday Newspapers' 
from 1915. Ready for presentation. 
Same day dispatch. 

REMEMBER WHEN 

520PurleyWay, s 
Croydon CR04RE fi& l 1 


0181 688 6323 

or call FREE 0500 520 000 


FORTH! MAN WHO THINKS 
HE HAS EVERYTHINC 

Pfnautetd Hand Crafted Beer 

lour iwtww nussaii 1 mnlcd >m 
ihrL&i-l 

NoodJiturtm [KvtTvativvs. 
jWiaJe inv hot* 

ORDER new for I'aiaw um Gift 
IZvTzi) Reeks £19.95 
UKUhrvnMa*? 

LagtMlKweqr 

WWBMW 


\ Dandy 
[Beano 

'CwuImertelMi comics 

FOR BIRTHDAY WEEK 
1044*1 - 1080 *. 

Comica By Post 

. Springfield. WwdwHi. 
Ufarfcmp Sfll 80Q _ 

| Id 0190950428 
»a0!M» 568900 


Unusual Gifts 


r Everything for the^ 

CHESS or BRIDGE 

enthusiast 

Send for FREE 
Mail Order 
catalogue from 

CHESS & 

BRIDGE LTD 

369 Euston Road 
London NWl 3AR 
0171-388 2404 
RETAIL SHOP 
OPEN 1 0am-6pm 
Monday to Saturday 

mail: chesscentre@easynet.co.uli 


Sport 


PARMSUOMQC MUUIIOTORMG 
in the b e u n lM Yematika Data* 
with Active Edge, TeL0l«a 
711900. 


WhafsOn 


PNAKTOM pop * apart. C.Dtan. 
TUn Turner inn 833 CUB 
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Country 
Marketing 

* Bttj TBn.7nuB Aran To 

StaWKXTCQS&VUSN 

•BastToA8Sem4ls,ThbAbgbb 
arsFolut AnmxuLi ht Hracarr 
AND TOOT 

• CBmnuXBBSxintK8tiunWooD 
Posts Which AkiStbono 
Enough To Hang AGtera 



i Bahd Sam COHNonw; 

• SuarcoBar Boat Sax 8)r 
-j - All Och Tama. teFnasas 
TBIAJTOPtwDOKGLffK 



CWSmt!OT«)HnWIIhTHSWU«H^ 
B4BDWEQX,NGS1B9QEBUND;IQtf78A * 
NEAO^ACCEaLnBLBiaaimwnmmxzitBsicra . 


To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Independent Traders Team 
on 0171 293 2344/2323. 


Events 


London 

AFRICA CENTRE African Christum Gtfts 
SUe Stalls featuring wide selection plus 
five drumming sessions. Kins Saw* WC2 
(0171-836 1973) O CovaM Garden/Lefces- 
ler Square. 21 Dee; lUm-7pm. btt. 
BARBICAN CENTRE FOYER Desfour Je*- 
efiea Gnrup Plus Sh GtifidBoa Anti Srfe 21 
maiHien end 6 grwtuaw display ttipiUtt 
coOeaUus. SHk Strew EC2 (017J-638 
4141) A Barbican/MocrgJle. Mon-Sun 
[SOI 24 & 23 Dee) 9am-^nn. 26 Dec ft 
( Jan, [2noou-Spuu eutti (3 Jen, bee. 
BRITISH LIBRARY GALLERIES Nothin* Bn 
But Nofee And Drece Fro erer c&play of 
unique 18th century ihratriral onrertaL 
Great RnaseO Street WCI(0I7I-412 - 
77607222) ■& Tottenham Coort ttomd. 
Moo-Fri UJam-Spm, Sun 2J0pm-6poi (out 
24-26 Dec. 1 Jan), ends 17 Jan. free. . 
CONCOURSE GALLERY, BARBICAN CEN- 
TR£ Cannon Burera Experience Medieval 
rea reebcureret! DO yean a&> aspires m 
md rmwic. Sflk Street EC2 (0171-638 
4141) 

0 Barbican. Moo-Sat 10m-730pm, Sun ft 
Bank Hob I2noon-7^0pm. ends 3 Jan, 
free. 

CRAFTS COUNCIL 

Nicky Lawler Shore: Showcore DhUtian 
Dfaday in calc onUnkin knfias, penpex 
sotei and more. Tue-SaJ 1 lam-ton 
(24 Dec, llam4pm), Sun 2pm4pui (not 
23-26 Dec, 30 Dec-1 Jon) ends 19 Jan, tree. 
Objects Ot Our Time 120 new worts ofcoo- 
(cmpmary applied art ft oa nk. 

Pemonvfile Road N1 [D 171-278 7700) 

« Kino CroH/AqgcL From 5 Dec, 

Tbc-Su Mom-dpui (34 Dec. lltm-4pmt. 
Son 2pm-6pm (ckned 25-26, 30 Dec- 

1 ioni, end: 16 Feb. Bee. 

EAUNG 7 OWN HAU Tibet F o u ndation 
dutahnw Fair 1S96 Fin, Aamicd taBc 
on medicine; ft TOean bandiemfts. 

New Broadway WS (OH 1-404 2889) O Eal- 
ing Broadway. 21 Dec, 1 JO-SJOpm, free. 
EROS STATUE duteaa Rtomnf Gutdad 
Wtik DiKover Onwbnaa pan ami totem 
m Lnxlmt We*l End. Pieca«HIy Uran 
Wl (0181-888 T«D) «■ Picaufil) Orem. 

23 Dec, llam. IS. 

GOETHE INSTITUTE Bast 01 Bertn F3n 
rssthn l I696'i rdedioii, with E n glnfa mitti- 
dcc. Princes Gate. Eahgdttm Road SWT 
(0I7J-IJ; 34GO) O Sun ch Kmiagfan. 
Times and date my; ends 29 Jan. £L 
THE iVWSH MUSEUM - CAMDEN TOWN 
And Shal I WM Among Uiam Synigcgn es 
ofthewoddinphotopo p tebyNeaFrA- 
bo*. Raynxmd Burton House, Albert 
Sired NWl (0171-28* 1997) 9 Camden 
Town. Sim-Thn I0am-4pm (ereept public 
holiday* & Jewish FcfttWab) ends 27 Mar. 
O, OAP £2. cones £L5U 
MUSWELL HILL CENTRE Munaril tfil Ao- 
tiqua & CoSreton Air Ptos Re> Madtat 
MowMy Mr pte flea market for antiques, 
brie brag md wore. Smnmcrtand Gaidcm. 
MosweB H3 Road NI0 (0181-440 2330) 

O High^aie. 2L Dec, lOanj-OOpm. tree. 
NATURAL HISTORY MimM-SriaKpb 
Bardm Tbt Gmeuiu( OTTbe Empm The 
dneoaeriea at a lurmatbl who oiled Ibe^ 
sens witb Ckpf Cook. Ownwell Road SWT 
(0171-938 9123) «■ South Kcttdtftm. 
Moo-Sal lOan^SJOpn, Sun I lam-550pm. 
ends B Feb, £550. ones IX child E2J80. 
under tree, (amfly ticket £15. 
ROUNDHOUSE CHnoa State Grew Spec- 
tacular acrobatic even. Panting Eon far 
en t ire ramify. Chalk Farm Road NWl 
(0171-482 7318/420 0000) * Ou* Farm. 
Ite-Sat, 23 ft 30 Dec. 8pm tnot 2S ft 31 
Dec). UttU S« ft Sun ft 23-21, 26-27, 30 
Dec, 1-3 Jan, UOpa, Sun 5 JOpm, 
cods 26 Jan. £9-£18j0, cooes £6-£l3i0. 
ROYAL FESTIVAL HALL The Sonic ESfm 
Vinri Art And TM Theatre EzMAian 
Theatre as an inqpiiaiioa and ebafleog: to 
German vimal arts. South Bank Centre 
SEJ (0171-960 4242) BR/» Waterloo. 
Mon-Sun lOom-lOJOpm, ends 26 Jan, far. 
SHAKESPEARE GLOBE MUSEUM Shake- 
apan^ Bhdm DdAfaon Lena about ns 
nxuasaiKtbm and about Ehabetiun 
So u dm ai k. Bear Gardens 5E1 9GB (0171- 
93 6406) O London Bodge/Mammo 
House. Mon-Sun lQam-Spui (mn 24 ft 23 
Dee), cnided tom each half hour, £3. 
cooc* £4, ehdd ©, fannfy ticket £14. 


THEATRE MUSEUM Dnsduf Tha Part Cri- 
ehreriou o( the an of costume d es ro t and 
c onst ra c tm a. Toratoci Street WC2E 
(0171-836 2330) O C&reut Garden. Tte- 
Sun Llam-Tpn. ends 23 May. £330. eonci 
£ 2 . 

THEATRE MUSEUM ExMUBoa of NoM* 
CtariiS Phabwnphs ft B8fy Cannalfy VMasr 
Lcsendaiy thenric pbotographer ahlus 
work. Tansfack Street WC2E (0171-836 
2330) » Covent Garden. Toe-Sun llam- 
7pm. ends 3 Jan, £350, com O. 

WEST END D&WmUENT STORES WWar 
Salas In Londcxris West Bid Up-KMfeue 
into far ta^pc s av in gs at Londcm's lavish 
suren Wl (OB91-505 478) « Oxford Or- 
cus/Bond Sbcet/Kn^nsbrit^n. Tnnes and 
dares raijvpboire for detaSn ends 2 Fetv 
ftee. pheme caB daiged.u up to SOp per 

WEM8LET CONFERENCE & EXHIBmON 
CENTRE Chrirtras Antiques And Colecton 
Mr 400 Bands nba tianfane pucbei and a 
CDunere conch bum tu be. 

Empire Way, Wembley (0181-902 8833) 

O- WemWey Park. 27 Dec, llam-ipm, 
nsn a rmnp imiMi ddd bee. 

R^onal 

Brighton 

ROYAL PAV1UCBV Royal PavCoo Cbtfatmas 
niiliiillnir i*i Hi min iiiIt nf ii rinlir mi 
lamed butoiy urn and children's acriri- 
ties. (01273-603005) 21 Dec, lOam-^nn. 
£393, cones £295, dddreu E23S. residcab 
of Hove sod Bridmo £1 JO. 

Chelmsford 

RT/ER9DE CE AND LEISURE CENTRE 
AMddn On Ice Popular panto m ou ice. 
Victoria Rd (01245-265848) 21 ft 22 Dec. 
12noon ft frxm. £550-0, cones D-iASO. 

Falmouth 

ARTS CENTRE Carols For Christum Chraj- 
mes smgafoagwWi tbe Falmouth Amalcur 
Opereric and Dramatic Society. Chnrdh 
Street (01326-314566) 21 Doe. 7.30pm. £3. 
Hastings 

KASnKGS MUSEUM 4 ART GALLERY A 
Gfided Faasb Chrirtmas Crafts ExJubiuoa 
by some of the bps crabmakers in the re- 
gion mefedmg jcweBety and njt. 
Cambridge Read (01424-781135) 

Moo-Fri 10am-5pHi.Sat lOam-tpm. Son 
3po>-Spm. ends S Jm, ftec. 

Havant 

HAVANT ARTS CENTRE Procrit Proteus 
Theatre Company Fun for aS the Eanrify 
with (star, tuagic and cflwir actinn , 

East Street (01 H&4 72700) 22 Dec. Sam. 
£5. chadreu £230. 

Luton 

STDCXWOOD PARK STABLES Horae Drawn 
Cariafs Kdes To Santa’s Grotto Receive a 
gift On Santa m his grotto. 

Fmfc, Hffl (01582-20766) Moo-Fri 3pm. 
6pm. Sat-Sm Iprotom. ends 23 Dec. £230 
children (includes gift), £1 adult (ride . 
oofyL 

Portsmouth 

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE 
DUans Chhtias IMft Strati taking, m the 
rights of Dickens' place of berth. 

The Hard 1 01705-826722) 22 Dec. 2J0pm. 
£L accompanied cfaHdren free. 
Worthing 

MUSEUM ft ART GALLERY Favmaite Thingi 
C ril ec tk no irotn 28 local people 
sdi-bast. pcndJ-staraenecs, m3k bonks 
aud buncos. Chape) Road (0)<ac0-2M229) 
Mon-Sar 10an-3pm. ends (1 Jan. free. 

Children 


London 

BARBICAN CENTRE Teddy Bean Concert 
Music aod Scries for drikhtn and bcat^fat- 
taring n faecal appearance by Fates Outst- 
maa. 21 Dee; 3pn. flOift fi>50 with hear. 
The Mad Hitler’s Christmas Concert Lm- 
ifan CuijEcn Orchestra presents seasonal 
music, rpcdal stories and surprises. 
Bariwcau EC2 (0171-638 8891) 9 Moor- 
gue. 23 Dec; 3pm. 28 Dec. 3J0pm. £9.80. 
BETHNAL GREEN MUSEUM OF CHILD- 
HOOD Christmas G8b ISSfi Ihc history of 
firing at Gtristmm cxplnvd wifa narivin 
veenes. dnstmas and toys. 
Cambridge Heath Road E2 (0181-983 S20U) 
O Beftnri Gteo. Man-TTatSoc IQmd- 
SSOpm, San ISqpm-SJOpa, ends 9 Ja^ fan. 


HOXTON HALL Tbe Happy TMdc« Aq 
bon of Oscar wade's classic, perfor 
in Vksorim marie haft (Age 7+1. i 
St N1 (0171-739 SGI) e Old Street. I 
Dec, 3pm & 7 JOpm. £L50-£5 JO, i 


LAUDERDALE HOUSE Strawberry 
Clown Gendeaudieoce paniapadon 
the btunotnoss Strawberry battles witSis 
robber chicken l Age 3-8. Water low 
N6 (0181-348 8716) 9 Archway. 21 
1 Dam ft 1130am, £3, child £2, cones 
an. 

LITTLE ANGEL MARSONETTE THEATRE 
The S ha p ing Beauty A revival of 
production, featuring spinet music 
on Tdraflwrvsky. Dagmar Passage. 

Street N1 (0171-226 1 787) «■ H^itsaiy 
hdrcgtoxVAngcL 21. 22 & 27 Dec, llam 
(Age 3+p) ft 3pm (Age 5+). 26 Dec, 

3pm, ends 26 Jan. £650. cooctf child 15. 
LONDON ZOO Chrisbas FestMtiu FuU 
Christmas characters aud animals. Reger 
Park NWl (0171-7223333) <► Camden 
Town. 21 ft 22 Dec. i0am-4pcn, 23 Dec. 
lOanMpm, £1 L child £9, booking 
LYRIC HAMMERSMITH The Rofy Pcfy 
Intimate puppet show presented by Ofly 
Cart Theatre Company (Age 2-5). King St 
W6 (0181-741 2311) « Hammcremith. 
Mon-Fn (not 31 ft 25 Dec, I Jan), 1 lam 
2pm. Sal llam ft lpm. cads 4 Jan. £4. 
NATIONAL GALLERY Stories Or Tha Magic] 
Carpet Enchanting talcs told in front of 
paintings (Age 7 and under) 21 Dec A 2-4 
Jan, 1 JOpm, cads 5 Jan, free. 

Tha Great Xar Feat urin g magical Hinsons 
related to the gallery’s painting: For fam- 
ilies and children- Trafalgar Sq WCZ 
(0171-839 3321) 9 Channg Crass. 21 Dec 
ft 24 Jan. llJOam ft 2J0pm, ends S Jan. 
tee. 

TATE GALLERY Tha Ait Troflayr Hetiday Ac- 
tMties Far Young VWon Accompanied 
kkb explore seasonal themes with drawing 
and taord games (Ages 5-11). MiDbonk 
SWl (0171-887 37651 « Pim&co. 27. 29-30 
Dec. 2.i5pm-44Spm. free, bookfng ad- 
vtol 

VAUDEVILLE THEATRE The Wfehes The- 
atrical adaptation of Roald DahlS story di- 
rected by David Wood. Strand WC2 (0171- 
836 9967) 9 Charing CroetL Moo-Sat 7pm 
(not 24 Dec), mats Toe-Fri 2pm. Sat llam 
ft 2pm (earn mats 2» ft 31 Dec, l lam, 

23, 24 ft 31 Dec. 2pm), L9JM18, child 
f&SO-CLL 

Regional 


Brighton 

CYBAR E-ftt Saturday Morning Kids CU 
EniL-naromcnt Online b the UK’s fint 
<7berdub lor dddren. Middle Street 
I012J J-707 900) Sat 1030am- 12aoon (n 
28 Dec), auk 4 Jna. £3. 

KOMEDlA Med Marti II t»Bh Bodgn and 
Badrar The CMdrcnV BBC st&a with 
magic, mayhem, mess and mashed polar 
(Ages 4 4). Manchester Street (01273- 
277772) 22 Dec, iinmft lpm.£35a 

Luton 

LUTON REGIONAL SPORTS CENTRE 

Cl The down's Christmas Show Fun am 
bug*, magic and games (Ages 3-8). 

S3D8c2pt&4pra.£i 
Fatter CWsfanas’s Fun (tay Music, gin 
ir-unpotincs, gym and a visit tram Soma 
Clans (.Ago 3-6) St Thomas Road 
(01582-416772) 24 Doc, l)BnhX30pm.£ 
I mriu dg tanrfi and a ptcseafl 

Norwich 

NORWICH PLAYHOUSE Zippo's Onus A 
new arcus estrevaganza with thrflbsg pe 
formams. Trapeces. aaohets sndcfowi 
St George" j Street (0I603-7B64M) 21 Di 

2pm ft 7ptn. £7. chatbot £l. 

NORWICH PUPPET^ THEATRE Jack 4 Th 
Baarata* Cofaurfa] puppet pradoetsW. 
a James’s, Whhc&iare (Dl<n3-6299Z1) 

• tales vary (1 (am ft ?.30 pni pertormano 
(not 25 Dec) ends S Jan, H.75. ecmcvD. 

Oxford 

OLD FIRE STATION THEATRE Prince* F 
fa M a Not and the Stiait Planet Inane 
buen CokturfuJ faujMalc show for childr 
aped 3 and wet. with music and magic. 
George Street (0IMS-T944W) 27-30 Dei 
UOpm ft 630pm, £650, crates £430. 

Penzance 

«»RN THEATRE Tefflng Tate VWs, 
n» own the spicy dexn, for Aw year o 
and above. Parade Street (0173645520) 
21 Dec; 7 JOpm, £4, diiktren £230. 
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come alive 


* — ■ 


Richard D North rambles in artistic landscapes - and lists country walks for the energetic 


I n the next few days, many 

pf US will do more w alkin g 

in the countryside than in 
the rest of the year com- 
bined. It’s the idleness and the 
gluttony, and the sheer expanse 
of empty days, that encourage 
it. We want to stretch our limbs 
and refresh the eye, and the 
Ramblers’ Association is there 
to help us, wherever we live. For 
Londoners, though, the aching 
feet might just as well be had 
from walking round the Tate, 
the Royal Academy, the Wal- 
lace Collection or the National 
Gallery: all have shows which 
brilliantly delight, and show vs 
how we came to love the coun- 
tryside beyond the city’s walls. 

It’s a curiosity that until 
recently the British were too 
modest to notice or declare 
that their landscape is the 
loveliest in the world. They 
knew, of course, that the nation 
was an aesthetic and artistic 
periphery. The civilised British 
person has always known well 
enough that we were the best 
governed, the most inventive, 
the most thoughtful and per- 
haps the only honest people in 
Europe (itself the only place 
which could possibly matter). 
We might even be capable of 
quite decent religious feeling. 
But for matters of the heart, for 
romance, sensibility, and for 
things to delight the eye, we 
went abroad. For centuries, 
our footsteps have taken us to 
Venice, Florence or Paris. The 
artistic and intellectual fall- 
out from the Grand Tour is the 
subject of a show at the "ate. 
and is cleverly charted in a new 
book whose title says it all: 
Transports: Travel, Pleasure and 
Imaginative Geography, 1600- 
1830. (At £35, it will bum up a 
couple of book tokens; at 6Vs lb, 
don’t put it in your knapsack.) 

It was the work of Claude 
Lorrain (one included at the 
Royal Academy's heavenly show 
of drawings) winch made the 
leaders of taste in 17th- and 18tb- 
ccniuiy England suddenly see 
that their own estates and envi- 
rons might quite easily be envs- 
aged as suitable subjects even for 
such a genius. Men such as 
Alexander Cozens and his son 
John (patronised by the Here- 


fordshire landowner and proto- 
conservationist Richard Payne 
Knight) parlayed Claude into 
Enghshness, as the Royal Acad- 
emy examples of all three help 
explain. During the National 
Gaudy’s brilliant Claude show 
a couple of years ago, it was Paul 
Johnson who pointed out that no 
tree has ever grown die way 
Claude painted it. None foe 
less, in his slightly absurd way 
Claude put man and mythology 


into a natural scene in a way 
which made connoisseurs lookat 
landscape with fresh gncs. By the 
end of foe 18th century people 
were waUting in the \hUey of foe 
Wye (or amongst foe industri- 
alised streams anywhere from 
Wales to Shropshire and 
beyond), knowing the scenes of 
mflls, woods, and furnaces were 
“picturesque”. With a little tin- 
kering, the English landscape 
could be made worthy of Qaude 


himself. No one used the words, 
bat habitat management was 
also bom. 

Following the paintings of 
Caspar David Friedrich (inc- 
luded at the RA) and other 
northern Continentals, an al- 


emefgeti aBd mfused the Pio- 
turesque: crags, waterfalls, vio- 
lent rivers became lynosures 
and foe obviously grand rad 
dangeroHS uplands affossLate 


District, Yorkshire or Cum- 
bria thrilled as well delighted 
the person of sensibility. There 
was talk of foe sublime. In foe 
Continentals, there was also a 
sort of visionary quality of 
which Tm suspicious, though it 
tcomes out well J& &unuel 
Palmer's works (aiovefy one 
Uluminates foe RA’s show). 
Thank God, we were seldom 
netnotiosin qnr love of nature. 

A loveW show at the Nat- 


ional Gallery helps us see 
something else about the 
growth in landscape feeling. 
Whilst his contemporaries and 
most of his customers would 
nothave understood quite why, 
Rubens was drawn to paint 
landscape, mostly for his own 
delight He was, as thcMaJdng 
and Meaning; Rubens's Land- 
scape catalogue explains, build- 
ing on a Flemish tradition dat- 
ing from the early 16th century: 


one that painted landscape 
with delight and accuracy. 
Rubens’s Landscape in Flan- 
das helps us see bow we came 
to admire really ordinary farm- 
land (it is normally at the Bar- 
ber Institute at foe University 
of Birmingham; there is an- 
other example in the Wallace 
Collection, near the Fragonard 
painting that was worked up 
from a lovely drawing in foe 
RAshow). 


Now it is the almost furtively 
wild— foe feral— surro undings 

of any town, whether New- 
bury (sense the canabide quiet 
while you may), foe water 
meadows of Sudbury, in Suf- 
folk, or Cricklade in Wiltshire, 
which many of us walk in most 
and love most. Thie, Rubens's 
scenes are on a larger scale (I 
see foe duller bits of Here- 
fordshire in them), but they are 
of flat and featureless coun- 
tryside. It was this work which 
mspired Constable, so it was 
through Flanders that we saw 
Suffolk as lovely. That ulti- 
mate English icon, The Hay- 
wain, was directly inspired by 
Rubens. Td rather see the con- 
nection between foe genius of 
Flanders and Constable's fine 
(he called it “nigged'*) drawing 
of a humdrum river near Pet- 
worth. In any case, foe English 
love-affair with great paintin g 
and our preparedness to learn 
from it, gave us our under- 
standing that nowhere on earth 
was granted such a compact 
variety of landscape, from foe 
grand to the familiar - And both 
the art and the land r emain 
astonishingly available to us. 

The Tate Gallery The Grand 
Tour the Lure of Italy in the 18di 
Century’. Until 5 Jan. Mon-Sat, 
10am-5.50pm, Sun 2-5. 50pm. 
Closed 24-26 Dec, open aU over 
New 5ear. Adults £6, concessions 
£330 

The Royal Academy Piccadilly 
‘From Mantegna to Picasso, 
Drawings from the Thaw Col- 
lection’. Until 23 Jan. Open 
I0am-6pm daily dosed 24-26 
Dec, open aU over New Year. To 
avoid queuing, book tickets in 
advance (0171 494 5676). 
Adults £5, concessions £3.50 
The Wallace Collection, Man- 
chester Square, Wl. A vast jum- 
ble of stunning art Open 10am- 
5pm, Mon-Sat, 2-5pm Sun. 
Closed 24-26 Dec, dosed Janu- 
ary 1. Free. 

The National Gallery, Trafalgar 
Square. ’Making and Meaning: 
Rubens’s Landscapes Opening 
as for the rest of the gallery Mon- 
Sat I0am-6pm Mon-Sat (10am- 
8pm Wednesday) and 12pm- 
6pm Sun. Closed 24-26 Dec, 1 
Jan. Free. 


. ... 

From Avon to Wrexham via a pub or two 


England 

AVON (see Glos & Somerset) 

BEDFORDSHIRE 

26 Dec: CLOPHIIJ.. 1030am, 
The Green. 6 mis, D. 01582 
743412(d), 01462 672906(e). 27 
Dec: LUTON, IOain, 
Caddingion village green, by 
shops, 4/5 mis. 015S2 505808. 
MILTON BRYAN, 10am. 
church, 6 mis. 01582 743412(d), 
01462 672906(e). 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
2ft Dec: WOBURN TOWN, 

1 lam. Woburn Park car park, 
31.; mis. 0162S 22991. 

CHESHIRE 

26 Dec: FRODSHAM, 2pm, 
Aston Arms, Mill Lane, off 
A56. 5 mis, D 0192S 575726. 
LITTLE BUDWORTH. 
10.30am. Little Budworlh 
Common Country Park, car 
park off A49, 6 or 8 mis. D. 
01925 722385. 

CORNWALL 

27 Dec: CRANTOCK 
(NEWOL7AY). 1.30pm, West 
Pent ire Village car park. 4> * 

mb, D. 01326 340728. 

POLZEATH. 130pm. New 
Polzeath cur park, 3 mis. 0I20S 
734S9. 

CUMBRIA 

26 Dec: COCKERMOUTH, 
10am, 10 mb.0l22S74746.29 
Dee: CARLISLE 10am, The 
Sands car park, near Tiirf Inn, 

5 mb. D. 01228 7474b. 1 Jan: 
BRAMPTON, 9.45am, Thlkin’ 
Tarn car park, 7 mb. 01228 
23656. 

DERBYSHIRE 

27 Dec: TICKNALL. 10am, 
Village Hall car park, 8 mb, D. 
01332 516264. TOTLEY 


MOOR, 10 mis, 01625 
426387(e). 

DEVON 

26 Dec: BARNSTAPLE. 
10.30am, Arlington NT car 
park, 2^ hours with shorter 
option, D. 01271 76274. 

BUD LEIGH SAETERTON, 
1030am. car park. S mis, D. 
TEIGNMOUTH, 930am. 
Lower Woodway Rd, 6 mb. 
01626 777641. WOOLSTON 
GREEN, 10am, Tbtnes 
Borough car park, 5 1 * mis, D. 
01803 862829. 27 Dec 
WOODBURY, 10am, Four 
His car park, 8 mis, D. 01392 
413073. 

DORSET 

27 Dec ABBOTSBURY, 
1030am. village car park, 4 or 
8 mb. 01305 784672. 

DURHAM 

25 Dec LANGLEY PARK, 
1030am, Kaysbum Rd Ends, 6 
mis, D, 0191 3736037. 29 Dec 
BURNHOPE, 10.30am, picnic 
site. 6-7 mb. 

ESSEX 

26 Dec EASTWOOD, 10am. 
Edwards Hall Park car park, 5 
mis, D. 01702 529884. 
EPPING, 1030am. Tube 
station, 6 mis. 0181 590 
6444(e). KELVEDON, 
1030am, playing field car park, 
3-4 mis. 12 01708 509935. 
LOUGHTON. 1030am, Thbe 
station. 8-9 mb 0181-502 2390. 

27 Dec DANBURY, 1030am, 
Danbury Common NT car 
park, 8 mis. D. 17 01621 
828392. 27 Dec: BISHOPS 
CLEEVE, 10am, Post Office, 
5'* mb. 01242 674470. 

HAMPSHIRE 

27 Dec ASHURST, 1030am, 
station car park, by New Forest 
Hotel. 6 mb, D. 01703 79640. 


SOUTHWICK, 10am, public 
carpark. Golden Lion, 5 or 10 
mis, D. 01329 284556. 
SOUTHWICK, 130pm, public 
car park, Golden Lion. 5 mis. 
01329 284556. 

HEREFORD ft WORCESTER 

26 Dec HALESOWEN, 10am, 
Nimmings car park, dent 
Hills. 6 mis. 01384 395692(e). 

27 Dec BROMSGROVE, 
10am. old A38 (Birmingham) 
road, Lydiaie Ash, 4 and 8 mis. 
D. 01527 877122. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 
26 Dec BAYFORD. 1030am. 
station car park, 8 mis, D. 0181 
360 0268. LILLEY, 10am, off 
Links Way, 5 mb. 

KENT 

26 Dec COBHAM, 10am, 
public car park, 5 mis. 01322 
554259. KESTON 
(BROMLEY), 10am, 
Commonside car park, 4-5 mb. 
D. 

27 Dec OXFORD. 1030am, 
village car park (call contact if 
you want pub lunch), 7 mis. D. 
0181 468 7867. 

SHIPBOURNE, 1130am, 
church, 4’ft mb. D. 01732 
851310. 

LANCASHIRE 

26 Dec HOGHTON. lpm. 

Station Rd, by level crossing, 6 
mis. D. 01772 312027. 26 Dec 
PARBOLD, 130pm, railway 
station, 5 mis, D. 01772 
812034(e). TOSSIDE, 30am, 
call for meeting place, 5-6 mb. 
D. 01200 423881 (e). 27 Dec 
DARWEN, 930am, Entwistle 
reservoir car park, Green Anns 
Rd, 10 mis, D. 01772 431053 Or 
01257263841(e). GARSTANG, 
10am, Community Centre car 
park, 7 mis. 01995 604716. 

LEICESTERSHIRE 


26 Dec LUTTERWORTH. 
1030am, Tbwn Hall car park, 4 
mb, 01445 552265. 
WOODHOUSE EAVES, 
1030am, Main Street car park, 
61 b mb, D. 01509 413801(e). 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

26 Dec HORNCASTLE, 

10am, Market Place. 4)£ mis, 
D. 01507 523013. 

STAMFORD, 10am. Pickwortb 
Church. 9-10 mb, D. 01778 
426417(e). WELBOURN, 
1030am, View Point, 

Pottergate Rd, l 1 ft miles SW of 
Weliingore picnic site, 4-5 mis, 
D. 01522 522934(e). 

LONDON 

26 Dec TOTTERIDGE, 
130pm, Totteridge «fc 
Whetstone Tube station. 6 mis, 
D. 27 Dec STANMORE, 
11.15am, Tube station, 6 mis, 
D. 0171 722 5039. 

MERSEYSIDE 

26 Dec NEWTON-LE- 
WILLOWS, 2pm, Sankey 
Valley car park. Wharf Rd. 5 
mis. D. 01928 575726. 

27 Dec HESWALL. 10.30am, 
Banks Rd car park. Lower 
HeswalL 6 mb. 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

22 Dec SUPTON, 1030am, 
Samuel Pepys pub, 41/2 mis, D. 
01536 723394. 26 Dec 
BRAFIELD, 930am. church. 

5-6 mis, D. 01604 492265(e). 
CHIPPING WARDEN, 10am, 
the church, 6^/2 mb, D. 01295 
266979. 1SHAM, lpm. The 
lilacs pub, 

5 mb, D. 01536 511162(e). 

NORTHUMBERLAND- 
27 Dec MORPETH, 10am, 
coach step (pre-paid booking 
fee for bus journey to Morpeth, 
£4). Prudhoe Place, Newcastle, 
various lengths, 7 to 14 mb. 22 
0191 285 3050. 

29 Dec ALWINTON, 930am, 


coach stop (pre-paid booking 
fee for bus journey to 
AI win ton, £4), Prudhoe Place, 
Newcastle, various lengths. 7 to 
14 mb. 0191 487 1541. 
CRASTER, 1030am, Quarry 
car park. 7 mis. 01665 605212. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
26 Dec NOTTINGHAM. 

Ham, dumber Park cricket 
field, 4-5 mis. D. 01302 
743789. 

OXFORDSHIRE 

26 Dec CROCKER END. 

10am, Ckocker End Green, 
Nettlebed, near Henley. 9 mb, 
D. 01491 574065. 27 Dec 
BUSCOT 10am. National 
Trust car park, 5 or 6*/2 mis, 

D. 01367 241384. 

SHROPSHIRE 

27 Dec CHURCH j 

STRETTON, 1030am, car 
park, Easthope Rd, 8 mb, D. 
01743 244922. 

SOMERSET (me Bath) 

26 Dec PORTISHEAD, 10am, 
Esplanade (south end), 5 mb, 

D. 0117 9324791. STREET 
1030am, youth hostel, 4-5 mb, 
D. 01458 447421. 27 Dec 
STREET 10.15am, youth 
hostel, 51/2 mis, D. 01458 
447421. TAUNTON DEANE, 
1.45pm, Langford Heathfield 
view point. 4 mis, I?- 01823 
324185. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 
22 Dec TAMWORTH, 

1030am, Spinning School Lane 
car park, 6 mb- 01827 899355. 

26 Dec BEDDULPH, 6-8 mis. 
01782 512545, 26 Dec BURY 
ST EDMUNDS, 1030am, 
Christchurch Mormon Hall 
Estate, 5 nib. Dogs allowed at 
rear. 01284 768729. IPSWICH, 
10am, first lay-by, left-hand 
side of freston Hill, B1456. 


Shotiey Rd, 5 mb, D. 01473 
623431. 

SURREY 

26 Dec CHOBHAM, two 
walks starting at village car 
park. 10am, 6 mis. 1.15pm. 5 
mis, D. 01483 768S48. 
COULSDON COMMON, two 
walks starting at The Fox pub. 
10am, 5 or 10 mis. 130pm. 5 
mil. 0181-660 5733. 
ENGLEFTELD GREEN, 
10am, Fox & Hounds pub. 6 
mis, D. 01276 26921. EPSOM, 
10am, Headley Heath main car 
park, 5 mis, D. 0181 3372485. 
REIGATE, 1030am, Reigate 
Heath car park, Flanchford 
Rd, 5 mb. 01737 833155. 27 
Dec FARNCOMBE, 10am, 
swimming-pool car park. 
Summers Rd, 9 mb, D. 01428 
682842. OXSHOTT 10am, car 
park on north side of station, 5 
mis, D. 01372 720816. 

SUSSEX (EAST) 

26 Dec WINCHELSEA, 

10am. Lay-by next to Monks 
Walk, 6 mb. 01424 213366(e). 

SUSSEX (WEST) 

26 Dec WASHINGTON, 
130pm, Frank! and Arms area, 
4-5 mb, D. 01273 452360. 

TYNE ft WEAR (inc Gateshead 
and Sunderland) 

26 Dec WHITBURN, 11am, 
Lizard Point car park, near 
Souter Lighthouse, 6 mb, D. 
0191 5841736.1 Jan: 
WHICKHAM, lpm, 
Woodman's Arms, Felbide Rd, 
4-5 mis. 0191 4887693. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

27 Dec KENILWORTH, 
1030am, Kenilworth Castle car 
park, 6 mb. 01203 403737. 

WILTSHIRE 

26 Dec SWINDON. 10.15am, 


Barbuty Castle Country Park 
car park, 5 mis, a 01793 
525912. WARMINSTER, 
10am, Nockatfs Coppice car 
park 7 mis, D. 01225 753897. 

YORKSHIRE (EAST RIDING, 
KINGSTON UPON HULL ft 
YORK) 

26 Dec HULL, 1030am, 
Welton Pond, 8 mis, D. 01904 
708479. 

27 Dec BEVERLEY, 
1030am, Morrisons 
supermarket car park, 5 mis, 
D. 01482 861988L 

YORKSHIRE (NORTH) 

26 Dec MALTON. 10am, 
Barton Hill, 10 mb D. 01904 
708479. 

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH) 

26 Dec ROTHERHAM/ 
KIMBERWORTH, 10am, 
A629, junction of Oaks Lane 
and Old Wortlcy Rd, 8 mis, D. 
22 01709 585389 (e). 27 Dec 
MUSBOROUGH, 930am. 
Crystal Peaks tram stop, 8 mb. 
0114 2738339(e). 

YORKSHIRE (WEST) 

26 Dec PATELEY BRIDGE, 
10.15am, riverside car park, 10 
mis. 01977 675017. 27 Dec 
BURLEY IN 

WHARFEDALE. 1030am, 
railway station, 6 mis, D. 01943 
863786. 

Scotland 

EAST LOTHIAN 

26 Dec MUSSELBURGH, 
1030am, Mall Avenue car 
park, 6-7 mis, D. 0131 665 
3549. 

MORAY 

26 Dec ELGIN. 10am, 
Cathedral, 6 mb. 


N AYRSHIRE, N 
LANARKSHIRE 
26 Dec CUMBERNAULD, 
9am, Technical College, 
waiting in Old Kilpatrick, 9 
mis. 01236 824621. 


Wales 


CAERPHILLY 
26 Dec CASCADE, 10am, 
Gelligaer Community Council 
Office, 31/2 mb D. 01443 
836257. 

CARMARTHENSHIRE 

26 Dec LLANDOVERY. 
Ham, meet in ear park, 4 mis, 
D. 01550 777623. 

CEREDIGION 

26 Dec ABERYSTWYTH, 
1.45pm, Welsh Books Council, 
Bryn Rd, 4-5 mb. 01970 

, 612012. 

GWYNEDD 

27 Dec CHWILOG, 11am, 1ft 
mile east of Chwflog on 64354, 
4 or 8 mb D. 01766 310997. 

RHONDDA, CYNON, TAFF 

26 Dec LLANTRISANT. 
1030am, Leisure Centre, 8 
mb D. 01443 437697. 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN 

27 Dec COWBRIDGE, 10am, 
Tbwn Hall car park, 8 mb 
01446 774706(e). 

WREXHAM 

27 Dec ERDIGG, 10am, Yale 
Hostel car park, 4-5 mb. 01978 
755406. 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 
D: Dogs welcome but must be 
kept on a lead. 

(dh Daytime telephone 
number 

(a): Evening telephone number 


i. 






- Christmas guide to the arts, entertainment 21-27 



Theatre 

iffistaLP— 

Art 

Torn GiuiM® m 3 AOxn Finn? w Yav 
mm Rrra'VihtmUibeQl JTt and fnakWnp. 
n tittlhoM i Threat Charing Ciww Rd Wd 
(01 71- VI V "to IX »7 ! II 1 1 9 LooMCT 
Sq. Toe-Sat Npoi, n»U Wwl 3pm, KM & 

Sm ?pm t-4 Iter. ton* **(>■ ” *«*• >pm 

.t S(«. .U Dec. 5pm ooh. iw pcrf 2! D«1 

flJU-C*. *» mini. 

AsYouLDratt 

Suunh Cteoct m Slain Punfoii » produc- 
iii hi i«f Sukcs*’-'rc'v motkiaucn. 
toWiun Vuvttr EC2 (11171 -riJSSWll 
9 BotaCJa.'Mm'WBW. In wp, X >-2t 
I Vc. ?.15rm. nuiv2l 4c » Dec, 2pm. ends 
Mar. £6-£24.SU. 115 min. 

The Bftjaty Queen 01 Lemwe 

Mum p-VDiK^b 5 aancdy xl m Ciman 
ftiJ Citurr i® Ihr Oufe OT Kaiil A Mar- 
tin’* Lane WC2ini7|-Sttf SlMl 9 timing 
(W. Moo-tot TJflpm lout 2306 Doc & l 
Jam mats Sal 3 JIV®. emfc ( I Isa C^tlS. 
tvndte iMp, Mm all scab £5. IS’ msK- 

BMtd By The Sun 

Ku-phco PifcAfti'*- nxTiifc Alcan* Axy 
itBv hanasilr la Tivr and Citahun OwJol 

.•CsukuI IhtJir C.eudic South liaoL SE1 
(UI7l'13t 22MI9 Wjtata*. to rep. 3. 
DniT.VYmtnaii 27 &2t Dec. 1.^01, en* 
SDcc.tlo,resmrtcilw» £11 150 nan*. 

Steed BrnOm 

phnraj Thrunr Clurnig Cure. Road WC2 

|017l-V> 17?’) 9 Lweaer Square. Mm* 
S.«t 7.15pm. mob Thu 3pm. Sat 4pn (24 Dec. 
3pm mK. no perf 25 Dec. 37 Dec. Jpa St 
7,45pm) CMU-E27AL 165 rami 

Buddy 

Snout Thrum- AUwydl WL J2 KI171-H3Q 
Mill 9 Client Garden. Tuc-Tbu Spm. Fn 
5_ftY*n A: SJUrm. Sal 5pm St SJflpm. mats 
Son apm tto Dee ft 2 Jan. SJUpm £ KJOpm. 
mi pens 3-35 Devi C4-9H2X3U luU nan. 

By JMM 

[ J>nd Webber Ajckhoum arnica) coOaho- 
niton hsoJ m ihc PG Wodchousc stones. 
Line Vtntrr Shjfieshmj- Avenue W1 
(III, I-IV4 XW51 9 PkxadiWe Ctnaii. Mon- 
S.U "A5pm. oral* W«il & Sai JpU (3 & 27 
Pec. 3pm A: 7.45pm. 24 Dec. 3pm only, no 
perf 3 Dec) £ 1 1-5U-C5. 140 mm. 

Cash On Dakvery 

Bradley WaHi plow a JJSSeteu in 
Michael CimkJi farce. 

HVethiff Thrum- Whitehall SWl [0171-Jrt 
1735 sc St»7 tllll BR*9 Champ Cross 
Mon-Fn Kpm. Sal S.V^pm. mats Wed 3pm. 
Sal 5 JHjmi l> Dec. 3pm ft Spm. 31 Dec. 
tyro. oil perf 25 Divl £M-£21 1.35 mitts 
Cats 

\<w L.«di« Thrum Drury Lane WC2 
(01 71-105 t072cc JW 4H7U) 9 Ctonau 
(lanhacHuItKim. Mon-Sal 7.45pm. mats 
Tuc A: Sal 3por l3 Dec. 3pm ft 7.45pm. 24 
Pec. 3pm onh. 3 Dec. 3pm & 7 A5im. no 
perf 3 Dee) UlLVLLLLW. 165 mins. 

Le Cmfc fm«a*i 

Mdoru Onjim am] Jcan-Bapthle Thier- 
icc * cMvathi' ilWiBahMi of ibe cmaa lunn. 
ShTmaiJ Theatre Puddle Dock EC4 (0171- 
IV. 2211) BRD Btocliriars Tuc-Sat 
7JHpm (3 i 30 Dec. 7_%pm, mu 24. 26. 

31 Dvc, I Jan i man Sun 4pm (ana mab 
34. 2it, 31 Dec. J J an. 4fW»J ends 12 Jan, 

1 1 3.5n.EM.5n, eano & >undby £10. child 
£10, tonuly of (har £50. 120 mms. 

The Cherry Orchani 

i\kc MrCiwcn and Fundop: W3ma in 
.Aifou NaNtfV l*» pnukKMXi uf Cbckhw. 
.■tffw Throne Si Mariui's Lane WC2 
<Hl7i..W I7.UICCS67 lllll-o Ldecdcr 
Square. Mon-Sol 730pm. man Dm & Sat 
3pm. ends 3 Jon. CIU-C25. Ih5 mats. 

AChnstumsCM 
SLurine. Richard Bms as Senate. 
f-iTTU fl mmasnu th King Srrcci W6 (niHl- 
741 3Ili9HammwimiilLlatup.21.2a. 
26-2S. 30-3 1 Dec. 7_Vlpjn. mats 2L 2b. 3 & 
31 Dec. 130pm. cods IS Jan, £11VEIS. un- 
der lfe£6. all M=us Mon £5. 

The Cnmpleto Hntary 01 America (AlaMpd) 
Tuc hrm (on r»»f 24 Doc) £55tL£2H 1 3 mms. 
The CompMa Wort® » WKm ShaJw 
ipome (Abridged) 

Crtutwa Theatre PiccCircnsWI (0171-369 
1747) 9 Piccadilly Qrcuv Wed-Sat dfmu 
luauThn 3pm. Sai 5pm. Sun 4pm (no peris 
24 St 25 Dee) £5-5(V£2l>. 120 rams. 

DmHi Of A Salesman 
Aina .Anostrong mot, m Mfflct's drama. 
SadnmJ Theatre: Lndhm Suulb Bonk SE1 
10171-92S 2252) 9 Waierioa In rep. 23. 26- 
2S. 3U-3I Dec. 7-Vlpm. mab 2S & 31 Dee. 
2.15pm. continumB m rup. £S-£24. 175 nuns. 
A Don House 

Starring Janei McTccr and Owen Tcalc. 
PWkx ve Theatre Nonbumhcriand Ara WC2 
(AI7I4EW 4401) 9 Erahanboem Moo-Sa 
7.<l)pm. mats Sal 230pm (na peris 24-25. 31 
Dev) ends 1 1 Jan. till- £2350. ISO mss. 

Donl Drb For Dlmor 
Auim 77iomr Cuhcnne Si WC2 (1)171 - 
-N1 5075.ee 344 4444) 9 Cufl Gn. Mon-Fn 
Spat. Sal 5pm & lUflptn. nrab Wed 3pm 1 24 
Dec 3pm mH. no pert 25 IXx. 27 Doe. 5pm 
Ac K-Vlpml P*-£19,SU. 165 mms 
Fair Latte* At A Game 01 Pomn Cards 
A young samurai and a nunl faO m love m 
Jho ink* ri fiutudUra imnly k»r. 

Xuturud Theatre: Cnttetkic South llank SE1 
UH7 1-U2S 22521 BR.9 Walciiut. In rep. 

21. 3H-3I Dec. 7 3lipoL uui 21 Dec, 

13Hpni. ends 21 Jon, £lh. roUiKicd vhw 

£12 IhSmilK 



Belles of the ball: the Royal Ballet performs Frederick Ashton's production of ‘Clnderena', by Prokofiev, at the Royal Opera House in London's Couent Garden 


Creme 

GmMfer Thrum Eariharo Street WC2 
(0171-494 SOW) 9 Corent Guides. Moo- 
Sm 730pm. mais Wed & Sat 3pm (23 & 27 
Dec. 3pm & 730pm. 24 Dec. 3pm mily. no 
pett25 Dkv) £10-127 Jtt 150 mins. 

Grqra And Dote 

Starring Clarke Peters and Joanna Riding. 
AorunaJ Theatre; Obuo Somh Dank SEl 
(017I-9S 22521 BR.9 Waterloo. Mon -Sal 
7.15pm (no jieri 24 * 25 Dec) mam Sai 
2pm fern? nuu 26 & 31 Dec, 2pm) eiuh 
29 Mar. £12-£3150. 165 mun 
An ideal Husband 

Wiih Smioa Ward and CUnd Dnnfcwoccr. 
OUt lie Waterloo Road SEl (0171-928 
M55) BR/9 WaiertiM. Mon-Sal 730pm, 
mau Wed & Sal 3pm (24 tec, 3pm only, 
no perf 25 Dec. 27 Dec. 3pm St 7 30pm 1 
cods 25 Jan. £6-C4. 165 mns. 

I Liciosd A Stag's Daodorant 

Jim Cartwn^ii's griiry drama atwu/ a crac*- 

addned slrecl walker. 

Horn! Court Theatre L'paum fat TheAmhaz- 
tadartX Wen Si WC2 (0171-565 SOOWce 730 
2554J 9 Leicester Sq. Last pert 21 IXc. 
9J0pm flU cvtxslS, Mon £5. «0 mi». 

An Inspect or Cate 

Stephen Dal dry's acclaimed production. 
Comet Theatre Charing Qon Road WC2 
(0171-494 5085) 9 Leicester Square. Mon- 
Fn 7.45pm. Sai R.1 5pm. mats Wed 230pm. 
Sal 5pm. £9-£24J0. Ill) nunc 
Jasu* Christ Superstar 
Lveeam Theatre WcUingWn Si WC2 10171- 
656 1802) 9 Charing CranfEmtsuikmcaL 
Moo-Sal 7A5pm, mou Wed St Sal 3pm (24 
Dec. 3pmnoty. 27 Dec. 3pm & 7.45 pm. no 
perf 25 Dec) £15- £3250. 165 mhts. 

John Gabriel Sorionan 

Paul ScnfickL Vanessa Redgrave and 

Eileen Allan* in ItoenMaic play. 

.Yarfonaf Theatre: L\Utllon Siulh Bank SEl 
(0171-928 2252) 9 Waierioa Lari perfc. 21 
Dec. 2.15pm & 7 JOpm. £8-134. 150 min*. 
J ohan 

liJfwrAtarViaDriaSlSWl (11171-834 
1317) 9 Victoria. Toe-S* 730pm. maei Wed. 
Tho* Sot 3pm (27 Dec. 3pm * 730pm. no 
perf 24-26 Duel £.1250-01. )7l» mins. 

Lw^ttMT On The 23rd Floor 
Gene WBdcr pbrrsa 1950* TV aameboeiged 
by ML-Canhyom "in Ntil Simon’s cumcdy. 
(teffli Theatre Shafiatnay Avenue Wl 
(0171-494 5S9fka: 344 4444) 9 Pvc Cura*. 
Mno-Sai 8pm. mau Wed 230pm, Sat 4pm 
<24 Dec, 2J0pm only, hoik if 25 Doe, 27 
Dec. ZJfym & 8pmt M30-C5. 140 mins. 

las Montales 

Palace Theatre Sbalkabuy Avenue Wl 
(0171434 0909) 9 Ptcco<% Circus. Moo- 
Sal 730pm. mab Thu* Sal 230pm (23 Dec. 
Ulpm ft 730pm. 24 Dec. UOpoi only, no 
perf 25 Dec, 26 Dec 730pm eoly, 27 Dec, 
230pm & 73ifun| £7-00. 195 mins. 

Macbeth 

Bari worn Theatre Bartucan Cenire EC2 
(0171 -638 8891) 9 BorWcan.'Moorgaie. In 
rep. 3 1 Dec. 7.15pm. cmfc. 27 Mar, £6- 
£2430. 195 rains. 

Marita Gum 

Prince EJuvnt Theatre Old Comprun Sued 
Wl (0171447 5400) 9 Leniatcr Sq-Tm- 
renlum O RiL Miut-Sai 7.45 pm. mat* Did 
& Su; 3pm (23-24, 27 Dec, 3pm & 745pm. 
24 Dec, 3pm oolv, no peri 25 Dec, 26 Dec. 
7.45pm only) £1650- £3150. 150 mms 
Mbs Saigon 

Theatre Rr*aL Dm rv fame Calherine SUuet 
WC2 (0171494 SOtAj 9 Gwcrn Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, oiab Wed & Sol 3pm. 
OLW-D2-VL 165 rain*. 

MnifnMr Wesr Si WC2 10171-836 
1443) 9 LckX-WT Sq. Moo-Sal Kpm, mab 
Tuc 145pm, Sal 5pm (31 Dec. 2.45pm £ 

24 A 25_Dec| ES-E22. l^nuit^ 


FeflmMnspired nariol about a On-maker 
mbcae woman unohle comes a crearivu Modi 
Domta- Warehouse Eariham Sireci WC2 
(0171-369 1732) 9 Leicester Sq. Mon-Sal 
730pm. nuts Wed * Sat 3pm, (no perfa 24 
* 25 Dec) cods 8 Mar. £12-05. 13P mtas. 
The OMdal Titaute To Thn Bluas Bratbeis 
ApeOo Theatre Steflesbray Avenue Wt 
(U17 1494 5070) 9 FiccadiHy CSrera. Mno- 
Tho 8pm. Fri St Sal 6pm St 9pm. end* IS 
Jan. £730-125. 1 30 rotas. 

0W Wicirod Snog* 

Surring Bob HttAnn. 

Cudpui Thom- StBhedxirv Ave Wl (0171- 
494 5065)9 PkxGre. Mon-Sat 730pm, 
mats Thu 230pm. Sot 4pm, Offl 120 mms. 
Ofiveri 

PuSaAtem Aigjdl Si Wl (0171494 503V 
503S) 9 Orloid Oc. MoreSat 730pm. mats 
Wed A Sal UOpm. £W-£315n. 150 mins. 
The 1 You Love 

Tm Lujcmnbe ’* decoricss play. 
tori Court Theatre Upstairs (jr The Am - 
furoodin) We« S» WC2 (0171-565 5CDW 
ec 730 2554) 9 Leicester Square. 21 Dec. 
7.15pm, £H£ hatches lop. 

Ite Atetan OTTte Op*ia 

Her avoir 's Theatre Haynarixf SW] (0171- 

4<U 54D0tar 3M4444) «-ftx Che. MooS* 

7.45pm, maB Wed * Sal 3pm. £9i3ll Lffl ms& 

Hunter 

Gnfl Rbys Jm» trars in Baa Travers-’ broc 
about ibe attempt to win an inheritance. 
Smof Theatre Suand WC2 (0171-836 8888/ 
cc 0479) 9 Chiring Ons/Embankiaeni. 
Mcei-Sar 7 JOpm, mats Thu St Sal 23flp« 
(no peris 24 * 25 Dec. 26 Dec. 7J0pm only. 
27 Dec. 230 & 7 JOpm) CIIK2S. 160 rams. 

Rhortanca - The Show 
Hammersnah .-Ipafio Queen Caroline Street 
W6 (0171416 13)80) 9 Haauaeanath Mce- 
Sat 8pm. mau S« 230pm, (23 St 30 Dec, 
230pm & 8pm. 29 Doc; 8pm, na peris 24-26 
Dec) aids IS Jan. £t2-£22L50 plus £130 
hooking fee. 14) mms. 



THE 


GODFATHER 


Anthony Newtev hunting* Ms way through- 
Diomrwr Theatre Tottenham Cl Rd Wl 
(0171416 6060) 9T«uu-nham Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sat 730pm (not 24, 25,31 Dec) arnsTbu* 
Sai 3pm (extra maii 23. 24. 27, 30. 31 Dec, 
3pm) ends I Feb. £530-0730. ISO mins. 

Smokey Joe’s CMe - The Soap Of Leber 
And Stater 

The rock and roll Utmakcn celebrated in a 
musical revne that includes Ja&tmisc Rock. 
Prince of Wales Theatre Coventry Street Wl 
(0171-839 5972) 9 Locester Sq. Moo-Sal 
8pm. mats Thu & Sal 3pm (24 Dec 3pm 
cmlv. no perf 25 Dec, 26 Dec, 8pm only. 27 
Dec 3fm & 8pm) £iS-£30l 135 mhu. 

Stmfigtt Exprem 

Apoto Maorw Wfton RdSWI (0171416 fifOO) 
9^ Vacua Moo-Sai TASpta. mBTue A Sai 
3pm (2L 27 Dec 3pm &. 7.45fm. 24 Dec 3pm 
oil)-, no perf 25 Doc) EC5D-G0L 150 min. 

A Streetcar Nomad Done 
Tesnesue W3bams' lease dra ma . 

Theatre Royal Haymartrt SWI (0171-930 
8800)9 Piccadilly Grcns. Mon-Sal 745pm 
(no paf 21* 25 Dec 3U Dec 7pm) mats 
Thu (noi 26 Dec) St Sat 3pa (cum mats 24 
& 27 Dec ?fm) £|Q-E30- 
Sunsot Bottevaid 

Atktf* Theatre Stand WC2 (0171-344 0055) 
9 Charing Qno. Moo-Sai 745pm, mars 
Thu & Sat 3pm (23 * 27 Dec 3pm Sc 
745pm. 24 Dec 3pm ordv.no perf 25 Dec) 
£I5-£3230. 160 mins, 

TaAmg Heads 

Alan Bennett mooofcjgnai performed by 
Maggie Smith and Margaret Tytack. 
Cometh Theatre Ptauon Street SWI 10171- 
369 1731) 9 Ptacxfilly Grems Moo-Sai 
8pm, nub Thu 3pm. Sat 5pm (tm peris 22 
Pcc-S Janl endb I Feb. £S-£25. 1 IU miia. 



Thmnv 

Shtftethoj IheatK Shaftesbury Avenue 

WC2 (0 17 1-379 S399 ) 9 HoBwnVroaen- 
ham Court Road. Mon-Thu tom. Fri ftSal 
830pm, mats Fri 530pm. Sai 3f«n (23 Due. 
5pm & Spat. 24 Dec 5pm only, no pert 25 
Dec) £1030-£30. 135 mtac 
The WhtoDovg 

John Webaert viofeni Jacobean ihriBer. 
B ar bica n : The Pit Barbican Centre EC2 
<017 1 -638 8891 ) 9 Bartiiciui/MoQiiaw. In 
rep. 2L 23. 26-28, 30-31 Due 7J5pm. mar* 
21 & 28 Dec 2pm. cads 29 Mar. £10417. 
Who’s AbaM Of Vfctfnia Woo« 

Albee’i mampulalfve ngwmnedy Barring 
Diana Rin and David Sudmt. 
AMttyehTheatre Afdojch WC2 (GI71-4I6 
6003fee 836 2428) 9 Hottnm. Mon-Sai 
7.15pm, mawttei 235pm (no peris 23-26 
Dec 31 Dec, 5pm only) £7-50-125. 175 min*. 
The Witches 

A boy and Us grandmother Join Toean 
tgsBtt the wiMtesta David WootTsad^v. 
tenon of Roald Dahl’s mwek - 
I'am/nOr 7tenor Strand WC2 (0171-836 
9987) 9 Charing Orca*. Mat-Sal 7pm (not 24 
Dec) mats Tne-Fri 2pm, Sal 11am* innira- 
M mms 24 * 31 Dec 11am. 23-24 * 31 Dec 
2pua) £950-£l8, ddd £650-£I2. 120 mms. 

The Wonan in Bbck 
Faame 7horielta»dl Si WC2<pi71-*36 
22384* 3444444)9 Cbvum GanWHofeon. 
Moo-Sat 8pm, matsTUe 3pm, Sal 4pm (24 
Dec 3pm * Thm. on perf 25 Dec 26 Dec 8pm 
only. 27 Dec 3pm & Spm) SL50£2a 1 10 mtax. 

LONDON FRINGE 

ALMEIDA THEATRE 
A Midsummer Mght^i Dream Angela 
Thorne ■ Unite in Jonathan MBcrt pro- 
duction. Almeida Sheet Nl (0171-359 
4404) 9 AnpeL MoibSat 730pm. mats Sal 
3pm (no perfs 24-26 Dec JJ Dcc-1 JanX 
ends 1 Feb, E&S0-C1 930. cones availabfe. 
DRILL HALL ARTS CENTRE 
Dick Dmdnril New musical about science 
fiction radio adren tares eT the ’40s. 
OwnasSr WC1 (0171-637 8270)9 Gonfee 
St Tuc-San 730jnn. ends 18 Jan, £7-£14. 
GATE THEATRE 

S w ai ivriati Strindberg’s bamurng and erot- 
ic laiiy lale about a grift halite against her 
sep-mmber. PCmbodve Rood Wll (0J7J- 
229 0706) 9 Notting HiQ Gate 21 Dec. 
730pm, £10. ernes £6, 

THE GRACE THEATRE 
Guntel Guarfb! Fint staging olooc of 
Terry Pratctaed’s comic Discworid north. 
Baitosea Kuk Road SWI 1 (0171-223 
3549) BR; Clapham Junction. DOy Spm 
(ml 24-26, 31 Dec 6 Jan), nuts tel & Sun 
4pm. ends 11 Jan, £8, cones £6. pay what 
you can Tuts, 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE 
The Etovcnth Commandment David 
Schneider sen in his own comedy about a 
Jewish earic agent with mother trouble. 
Avenue Road NW3 (0J71-722 9301) 

9 Swiss Cooa^. Mon-Sat Spm, mars Sal 
330pm (no peris 24 &2S Dec), £11 (Dtc- 
Fri), £1330 (Sot eve), Mon & mars £8. 
LYRIC STUDIO 

Tha Truman Capote Taft Show Bob King- 
dnm'a one-man recreation of ihe Amerkan 
writer centre, on his CaD from grace. In rep. 
21. 23, 28. 30 Decern, nuts 26 Dec 2 Jan. 
430pm. ends 11 Jan, fiLSOi cone* £5, all 
seats Mon £5. 

Dylan Thomas: Ratom Journey Anthony 
Hopkins <firccis Bob Kingdom in a portrsii 
of the Write writer. King Street W6 (0181- 
741 2311) 9 Hammersmith. In rep, 26-27, 
31 Dec 2-3 Jan. Bpm. mao 21 & 28 Dec 
430pm. ente 1 1 Jan. £830, coom £5, all 
scats Moo £5. 

ORANGE TREE THEATRE 
Fwnfiy Ckdes WoUmg anniversaij' chaos 
ensues in the 25ih anrivctmiy revival of Ay- 
ckbourn's conrody. Clarence SI Rkbmond 
(0181-940 3633) 9 Richmond. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm (not 23-26 Dec I Jan), mats Sat 4pm. 
27 Dec 4pm. £9- £1450. miss avadablc. 

WHITE BEAR THEATRE 
Woman And WsftKeriCttwboy Mouth Sob- 
uiban dark comedy and Sam Stacpanfs sur- 
real bamage to rock. Kcnmnglon Pk Road 
SEl I (0171-793 9193) 9 Kennington. 21 & 
r Dec 7 JOpm. ends 22 Dec £6. canes £4. 
WIMBLEDON STUDIO 
Hamlet Shakespeare’s drama enfivened 
with Elm. video and recording fay Fecund. 
The Broadway. SWI 9 (0(81-542 6141 ) 

9 WtaMedmi. 21 Dec 7J0pro. £6. coma: £4. 

REGIONAL THEATRE 


Syil”ecfl«J.' 


HAYMARKET THEATRE 
htpoOs Ol Lev* A studem LaBi for a French 
acnea fat U opt Webber’s mnsicaf Moo-Sai 
7.15pm (21 & 26 Dec 7pro). mats 21. 28. 31 
Dec tom. ends 1 1 Jan. £I0-£153Q. 

Wote Srreet (Ol256-«>5566) 

BRISTOL 


NEW VIC STUDIO 

The Last Yankee Arthur MAer’s drama 
jbrau ordinary Americans straggling in make 
uw of then country. Mon-Wed 7JUpni. 
ItamSai 8pm. mats 2 1 . 2b. 28 Dec I no perk 
24-25 Dec), cods IS Jan. £9. oonev £5. 

King 5riew (dl 17-W 7877) 

CHICHESTER 


MWERVA THEATRE 

The Lite And Adventures Of NIcMac ►&*- 
Hby Dav id Edgar's adapuum of Dickens 
n performed twCtachdcr Festival Youth 
Theatre. From' 23 Dcu 23. 27. 30 Due 2 ft 
3 Jan. opre. roan 24. 28. 29. 31 Dec & 4 
Jan. 2pm, crab 4 Jan. £7. 

Oakland* Park (01243-791 312) 




THORNDIKE THEATRE 
Joseph And Dm Amazing Tadmicotar 
Dreameont Tun Rioe and Andrew Lkrjd 
WcMurr nusaai tctswa of the Bible story. 
Mnn-Fri 7 JOpm. Sai 8pm. mats Mon-Fn 
2J0pm. tel spm (vartav 24. 25. 29 Dec Jan 
9& 17. phone tor detail*), ends 18 Jan. 
£LL50-£lf»50, cooes avnilaNc 
Churdi Struct W 1372-377677) 




THE OTHER PLACE 

Evetymn The meaning of hfc » expiored 

in ibis cariy tblh eeatoty mnrahly friey. la 
iq>. 23. 27, 28, 30 Dec 2. 3 Jan, bpm, crab 
22 Apr £12-18. 

Somhcrn Lane (0) 789-29562?) 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
MwtiiAteAtaoutNatbtagMicharitoyddi- 
rocb Shakespeare 11 ! (rank comedy: 






B 


Pantomime 

ALBANY THEATRE 

Jack And The Beanstalk South LoadoMCt, 
andtiajltuntl ‘paan? wiifi atontde' Iran 
London Bobble. Do u gi n Way SE8 (0181- 
6924446) 9 New Ooss/BR: Deptford & 
New Cum. lanes vary, phone for derate, 
outs 4 Jan. £930. cooes £5. 

GREENWICH THEATRE 
HudtebMvy Finn Matthew Frauen’ adnpn- 
lion at MartTVain'* story of a bow ereap- 
tng society by safling down ibe Mh ri ssippi 
CriMOB HO SE10 (P 181-858 7755) 

BR: G i e eu wic h . Mon-Sai 7A5pm, maaSu 
230pm, eate 25 Jaa. £7.7Wi6JO, crank 
ddd cooes waHoble. 

HACKNEY EMPIRE 

GridSoeks And The T)no Beta Pan! 

Bradley from East Eodera Sain alongside 

Jndhb Jacob and QaarKe CrirolL 

Mare Street E8 (0181-985 2424) BR: Hack- 

ney Central Time* vary, phone Cordetirik. 

ends 5 Jan. phone lor prices. 

LEWISHAM THEATRE 
Mar Pm Peter Duncan and Dune Louise 
Jordan stm with Jan Des from The B3L 
Rushcy Gram SEE (0181-690 0002) BR: 
CatAtrd Bridge Tnes vmy, phone for de- 
rails, ends 19 Jan, £8.95-0.95. ooucs £S95- 
£6.95. groups £5.75-£6.75. 

THEATRE ROYAL, STRATFORD EAST 
Bnairty And The Bust Wicked fairies and 
money-ahbh^ ugly afters feature m this 
seasonal nwitnmnne Geny Raffles Square 
E15 (0181-534 0310) BR/9 Smfbrd. 
Times vaiy (most p«6 ZI5pm A 7.15pm), 
phone for details, ends 25 Jsn.£5-£2S. 
cons£2S04125a 

REGIONAL PANTOMIME 


THE ANVIL 

Dick WhiOtagtea ifinge and Brackett star 
wdh Busier Menyfidd (nan Only Foots 
And Horses. Tones vary, phooe for delate , 
eoefa S Jan, £9 JIW13 JO, cones avariahfo. 
Omrehai Way (01256844244) 


THEATRE ROYAL 

Gnderete EastEnders^PstV Pahner jam* 
Derek Nrauno, Rasr King sad Befla Ent- 
bet*. Tbe-Sat 2pm & 7pm, Sun lpm & 5pm. 
23 * 30 Dec 2pm * 7pm (no perf 25 Dec 
& 2 Jan), ends 26 Jan. £*£14, corns svafl. 
Ssnctose (01225-448844/cc448WI) 


PAV1UWJ THEATRE 
Dick WMtttagtan Paul Daniels stars with 
Debbie McGee. MoreSm 7pm. mat times 
vmy. phone for details, ends 19 Jan. £850- 
EKLSO. conca sraOable. 

Western Road (01202-297297) 


THEATRE ROYAL 

Snow White A Thu Sevan Dwarfs Nictate 
McAnMe of TVs Surgical Spirit stars as 
The Wicked Qoeen. Times vary, 2J0pm St 
7 JOpm most days, phone for detaBs, ends 
11 Jao, £6-£l oona avatehlc. 

New Road (0 1 273-328488) 

BRISTOL 

HIPPODROME THEATRE 
Dick Wtattncbn Jter Davidson stars with 
smoker cohort John Virgo. Hoes vaiy. 
phono for detail*, ends 25 Jan, £7-£14J0 l 
cones available. 

St Augustine's Parade (0117-929 9444) 
THEATRE ROYAL 

CMaraHa Times vary, 2.15pm & 7JSpm 
mem days, phone for details, ends 25 Jan, 
&t£ 1450. cones availa ble. 

King Street (01 17-987 7877) 







CHURCHILL THEATRE 
IMhar Goote Rnmac Corbcn piajs Dana 
for the first time. Times vary. 2 JOpm ft 
7 JOpm roost days mud 7 Jan, then 4.15pro 
St 7 JOpm must day* phone for delate 
ends 19 Jan. £9-Tll, cottas avadabte. 

High Sued (0181-4606677) 


CAMBRIDGE ARTS THEATRE 
Dick Whittington And Ms Cat Bany Cryer 
(days Sarah the Cook in this fettnc pan- 
lominrc. Times vary, phone for details, ends 
IS Jan. ©-£13. ooocs available, 

SI Edwards (01223-503333) 




MARLOWE THEATRE 
CtadernSa Martiae McCntteecm of East- 
Endmi Lone sms with John Pkkard of 
Two Point Four Chidim. Times vary, 
phone for derate, ente 12 Jan. CT-CI350. 
ctnmcssuHB rattaMe. 

The Friars (01227-787787) 


NEW THEATRE 

Jack And Tho Benmtefc So PbftanL Mike 
Doyie and Don Modern star tedi 22ppy. 
George and Bimgle in snppmt Tims wry. 
230pm & 7pm moat days until 4 Jan, then 
1-Vtam & 7pm nawt days, phone for details, 
cnch 25 Jsn, E7-C 12.30. cooes ftusBaMc. 

Park Place (01222-878889) 

SHERMAN THEATRE 
Tho BFG Sophk. 1 and Tbe Big Fricntfiy Gi- 
ani wage war on treggMnmiptgg, boph- 
umpinc pants who cal ririMrea. Time* 
vniy, phone for deeds, ends 1 1 Jan. £6-£ 1 0, 
moot avatiabte. 

Sengbecnyild Rond (01222-3M51) 


CHICHESTER FESTIVAL THEATRE 
CindaeBa Whit Bobby Dario, Doa Bryan 
and Rny Meajdrr. Times vary, phone lor 
derails, ends 11 Jan. £8-£ 15. cooes available. 
Oakland* Park ((U243-7XUI2) 


THEATRE ROYAL \ ^ 

Jack And Tlw Beanstalk Kari Bowman 

ten Ftatecmp with Toyah WOcoc 
Deamond Barra and Maik Ozny in mp- 
port ToeSai 730pm. ten (Spot, 22 Dec . 
7 30pro (no perf 24 A 25 Due), mafslte- 
SnnZJOpm usAS Jan, tbw varies, ends 25 
l.n HinJO. ooocs wraSmbie- 
Tbeatre Strew (01603-630000) 


APOLLO THEATRE 

Pkfcwtde The Chritens Mmieal Dickeo- 
rianfroHcswhb HkrrySecotabe and Linda 
Baron, ©ora 23 Dec rinse s va ry, pboorfljx 
daateentelFriv^SMDL 
George Street (01865-244544)^ ^ ' 

PIAY1CUSE THEATRE. 

Mte Wh ftttagtopAad ffe CmTheF»fag 

Active* Midrad Feasowterottc. Thnes. 

asssfi-sssasssr 


THEATRE ROYAL 

Dfcfc WhUnghai Lc*yJteph.JahnN«- 
ries. Jeffrey Itataad rod bScbolm Etenoos- 
flat: Mmstet L3ttoi 4 7J0pm,Sun 3pnv31 
Dec Ins ft 6pm (on pete 24 St 25 Dec, U 
Jan? ends 1 Rfc£B£14L 3a otm O nwflsbfal 
Royal Parade (01752^67222) 


MAYF1DWERTHEATRE 
Snow White And The Sroroo Dwarfs Lionel 
Biair and Britr Ekhnd aar. Tne-Su A 23 & 
30 Dec, 7pm, mat* Wied 230pm, ton lpm 

& 5.15pm (no perf 25 Dec 1 Jan), cab 9 
Feb, £730-£tf. cones avaitebte. 

Canawrend Road (017Q3-7T1811) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE 

Robin Hood Comic dno LWe and Large 
star with Hf-Ete-fiFs Ruth Madcx: md £id- 
SKRtale's Mark Chmerm In support- Times 
vaiy-pbooe for details, ends 2 Feb, SS- 

Pll ‘W run© wflaUc . 

Singtetoo Street (01792475715) 


THEATRE ROYAL 

CtedamBa Siarrmg Dennis Watennan and 
Wordy Oak. Times vary, phooe for de- 
tails, ends 11 Jan, I530-E18. 

Thames 5txeet (01753-853888) 


OCTAGON THEATRE 
Jack And The Beansta* Rataboar 
lavonriles George, Zippy and Bangle star 
with GeottKy ffayes. MokSW 230pm A 
7pm (no era perf 24 4L 31 Dec). 29 Dec 
tom, 4 Jaa 130pm) ends 4 Jan, £830- 
£930, cooes available 
Hendfoid (0(935^2884) 

Classical 

BARBICAN HALL 

LSQfRulter Cbrisunas Ckrot Conoeri sho in- 
dudmg other seasonri mntic 21 Dec 8pm ft 
22 Dec 230pm. £6-CS. 

London Goocert OrehestrWWrison Festive 
mosic by a range n£ cmdptisets and Criob 
for AD- 23 Dec 7 JOpm. £85)-£2290. 
P Uhn n mfr frtgb Darnel Hope is the 
soloiH ta Bruch’s VkiGn Cbnoetio with 
Beeduven's Eroica Symphony. 26 Dec 
730pm. TSSMZTSl. 

KoaA Feshral OretesbaWMsoR Baroque 
riastas tadreiqg Vrrakfii Fnnr Seasons. 27 
Dec 3om A 30 Dec 730pm. £930£263a 
Bartwac Centre. EC1 (0171-6388891) 

9 MorefUonoihimn. 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL " 


London Concert OrdteshWJonalhao Cohn 
Chrinnas carol singalong with sorprise 
gneas. 21 Dec 3pm. £73fL£22Jl 
PhamnnomanNHtftiWifi] GcLbmfdiV 
ChorriUnioa in Handeft Messiah. 21 Dec 
73Cpm & 22 Dec 8pm. £730-£27 .SO. 

Maori Festival OKhmtaWteteon An array 

fHniniqf tO OU C t fywiW 22 ^ ,lf 

730pm. f650-£2250L 

KtaTa Sfatgen Chtahnarilan Watron Carte 
and Christmas Music form marry bud*. 

29 Dec 730pm. £73D-£Z730. 

Moart FnstM OrehashaAan Watson 
Baroque Omstms finrorite* and carok 
21 Dec 230pm. £730-£225O. 

London Conearf OnJaatralPbSp Steam 
Ctaiwoas ironic and roatfimi 24 Dec 7pm. 
£7 JO- £2250. Koningfoc Gore SW7 (0171- 
589 C12) 9 High Street KcntingUJO. 


Opera 


LONDON 

LONDON OOUSUMb END 


The Rtecsdo Jorulbaa Miller's popular pn>- 
ctaetkai ot G & S. revlradhy David Rildi. 
cmufnctedbyJohp PiyeJoaa. 6 Jan. 

7 JOpm. £fiJO-£5i 

The Pearl Rsbara Aedokood oagargof 


by Ptadip Prane. 7. 10 Jfcv 730pm. £650- 
£54 SI Manm-4 Lane WC2 (0171-6328300) 
9 Lcicroter SqMrriOoowgQoaa. 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE HO 


Turendot Crordocaed I9 Danieir Gatti. with 
Sharon Sweet m the tide role. 21 A 3fl Dec 
2 A 6 Jan. 730pm-£5-£I30l Gnvan (laiA-n, 
WC2 (0171-3044000) 9 Cwau Garden. 
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MINISTRY OF SOUND Ruin’ W'Bb* 
Modfo J 

£Ut,iqemsfia. . 

ROCKET 30Q1: A Bam Odyssey WiM« 
Solstice and Dttb CWobration brtagmg Zfon 
TVakvTbe RntsDC, DJs, Webrfftaantfvf- 
snals oadcr one root HotfowayRoad N7 
(0171-607 2789) 9 HoOoway Rnad. Mlpro- 
6sm.JtI2.odv HO. 

SUNDAY 72 

THE AQUARIUM Atantatetendajr SqriM 
garage to two large rooms rath resident DJ 

Jrfiteey Simms, swinmrfaropoaLreeuari and 

beach party. OU Sr ECl*U7l-25l 6136) 

9 OW Street. tom-12am.£7,aiep»£5- 
TH£SPfT7TramtantJc Honse, bsdL reggae 
drumli Tress and bejood from Tony Johe- 
aon of Ttimsattenii: at dtia retanr. 

Stater El (0171-247 9747) 
9UraqMolSB8e(. 6pm-f2pBLXl 

TUESDAY 24 [ 

THE ARCHES Stanley and Hatch Retro 
EunLamitfireo session. Santhwark Street 
SEl (0171-207 2980) 9 Lonaan Bridge 
9pnti 4tm, F15, rote £30. mems£25. 

THE GARDS91NG CLUB Pinch* White 
Ch ri stine * Party Dtum*rflrere wtlli Fsbio 
■Paras and groats. The Piazn WC2 (0171- 
«7 3153J4) 9 Oow On. HJpm-230am.£5. 
roems/NUS £3, 0 wrth flyer before 9pui- 
THURSOAY 26 

. BLUE NOTE The Surpry Party Pmcsonl 
from the ’60s to the present witii Bob Jones 
(Kiss FM) and O (SSAJ-Heamo Square 
Nl (0171-729 8440) 9 OU Street. 10pm- 
3am, £8. cones £6. 

THE DUS CLUB Etepenr Ttaredom Sound 
tested Intaricatiqg mots and dnb rerivaL 
junction RdN19 (3)81-340 9012) 9Tufoefl 
Ft 9pm-lam,i4JQ,£3J0 before 10pm. 

FRIDAY 27 

BUIE NOTE Matfe Bus Sorifaljaa, hip 
bop and dub from Eddie Piffier (tax FM) 
and Tta Mate Breteera (Foosk 
Efonon Square Nl (0131-7298440) 

9 Old Street. 10pnir5ani. £8,eaacs£6. 

THE FR10(j£ Sctenoa fiction Unearthly 
techno and trance Ann PJjebaoc Sd Shret- 
■ t( and icsfocnl astronants. Tomi KmB Pa- 
rade Brtdoa HB1 SW2 (0171-326 5100) 

I BR: Briston. |0p<d-6am. £8 in ate. 
MINISTRY OF SOUND FMtay ltd Ookenfold, 
Plastic Rutastic Enro and Mao Orangt 
Gam S3 SEl (0171-378 6528) 9 Efcpteat A 
Chadc laSOjmdam, £Iil memsffi. 

Pop & jazz 

LONDON 

SATURDAY 21 ■ • 

Abba Grid Tribute band. 

Msn fiddler Hart eaden High Street NWI0 
(0181-961 5490) BR; Wflksden Jonctioa. 
8pm. ft. 

Cotdurey Acid Jaa-eOSiaiad soulbqyi with 
aiecn-ooppacL 

Jazz Cafe Parkway NW1 (0171-916 6060) 

9 Camden "Ilraa- 7pm, £10-02. 

0 Yea, 1M> Beach Breid FnO-oa showbiz 
from tbe glittety Meocan EIvs, with 
Hawaiian covers band BBB. 

Geqr Highbrny Oonser N5 (0171-607 
1818) 9 HjgSdmy ft Utagbm. 8pm. £7. 
Jooh HoBand A Ws Rhythm A BJaea Or- 
chesbaBoogie-TCq^eobseBediaediadBr- 
tingand hfs 15-pieee RAB troupe 
Shepherd's Bush Empire SbepbarT* Busb 
Green W12 (0184-M0 7474)9 Shapbmfs 
Bush. 7pm, £1430. 

Ton Jones Srities MOB. pop pant. 
landau Arata Limdtarboro E14 (0171-538 
C I^DUL Cross Hartwar. 630pm, £1W21. 

Georgs Mefiy The Gary Qiaer of tradiaa, 
Anotir Scerrk Frith Street Wl (0)71-439 
0747) 0 Leicester Square. 9pm, ends 4 Jon. 
£12, rooms £7. 

Tbe Men Thay GauMYt None Reanfted 
EngtnhtMtnxknra. 

Smteribre Manette Street Wl (0171-734 
. 2095) 9Tbn«attiam Omit Road. 8pm. £8. 
Mogwal, AMP Knw t ro dt-tatoeaced 
(g as we g ian drooe-rocteg. 

Rob Lapard Battersea Wharf. Queenstown 
Rrral SW8 (0171-4980548) BR: Batieraea 
Fk. OJOpm. £5, cona £4.£3 ofier. 1 1 JOpm. 
Zion Totin, Rata DC Dub dash bamring 
(csrivai-triendiy austief ZT and Seventies 
puaky renee rodtetsihc Rma. 

/footer Stamp Road N7 (017 1-607 2789) 
9 HaBcroay Road. IOpm4am,£U>-£12. 
SUNDAY 22 


Mate Almond So® Ceffs torch siagir* pop 
dramatist, (testa from Iris duel with PI Prtiby- 
Pa&M&tm Aigyfi Street Wl (0171-494 9(001 
5038) 9 Oxford Oram. Spn* £t230-£173(L 

Ctarishnas Seisun Irish foOt jam wiih piper 
Dectan Mesicrnn and boAnm pteya 
Johnnie McDonagh from Wve ntence. (tins 
Steafan Hamri^n, Teresa Heroine and 
James O'Grady. 

Hamaasadth A FuDubh Irish Centre 
Road WB (0)81-563 8232) 9 Hasaser- 
smiih. Spm. £6. oanes £5. 

0 Vez, Baby BMdn FoD-on teswtrir from 
the gliaeiy Mexican Ehrts, wub cop French 
pop from Jane Birim tribute band BB. 
Garage Habbmy Corner PC (0171-607 
1818) 9 HigHmry A Ustgkm. 8pm. £7. 

Peter Gram LegUKlary blues goirarist at 
die helm of Fleetwood Mac m the States. 
Empire Shepherd’s Bush Green W12 (0181- 
”40 7474) 9 Shepherd's Bute. 7pm. £1230. 

Jam "iavtlnn #8 With the cream at Loo- 
don’s acid jamem. 

Jte Cafe Ftakway NWI (0171-916 6060) 

« Camden Iriwn. 7pm. £7. 

Louis KohnlnlEltoa Denodaude Deppnt 
Pole Pheta/Jteo Phetn Sooth Afriean- 
ringed freeform jazz session. 

Fewer Church Street N16 (0171-254 6616) 
B*L Stoke Newington. 830pm, £5, ooncs £4. 
Beth Orton, Tbe Hybhdc Famous Tbnas 
Broky foUttegg-tau gweM n g wbh a eootea- 
porary danee dwen from the mod rafted 
*om Orton. heatfagaTkawdy Ram* 
hill of psychedelic rodxts the Hybirds artd 
o-Rodm^tinb ooumry^ockEra FT. 
AkrarJwtito-fteriesden fficbSNWiOfQiai- 

961 S490)BR: WBesdea Juncikm. 5|an, £6. 

Qsibira Afro-fbnk lensn of (he Seventies. 
HrifMoan Loner Ridaaond Rd SW15 (OlSl- 
7H0 <y«3) 9 Putney Bric^. 8pm. £M9. 
MOMMY 23 


Ea*t 17, Gabrieha East London swingbcai 
bqre with guest appearance from recent 
eoBabamtor CtefevieQc. 

B-emUcrAmr Empire Way (0181-900 
1234) 9 Wembley Park. 630pm. £16. 

Tony Hadley Crooning from the Spandau 
BaQcl man- 

Jfcr Cafe Partway. Camden NWl (0171- 
916 MO) 9 Cttnrien Tbwa. 7pm, £10- £12. 
Gbu Harttei Quarfat feaont^dged cm- 




(0171-960 4242) BR/9 Wateriooi 730pm. 
£fijfr£ll50, cooes avaUWc. , 

snsEfc*— » 

SSSiiaBBSSBSn 

(Q 171-387 0428) 9 Camden. 9pm. £5- 
FRIDAYZ7 -1. 


DootoicAldb Quartet Jazz crooner and 

tff&SSSS, SsSS^M- 

8765241) SRiBaroe* Bridge, tom, £5. 

Dr Fadgood Somhend RAB outfit rteting 

back u» pob-roefc days. lc 

Half Mom Lower Rkbmond Road SWLS 

(0181-780 9383) 9 Pomey Bridge. 8psn, £6. 

The Gteiw Mfoar OrteMtia UK Juh raW M- 
joo^ tacanatioa of the vrartimebjgtrapi 
Barbican Han Barbican Centre K2pim- 

h» 8891 ) 9 Barbfcnn. 730pm. £RS0-£2l . 

High Priest SMranan Zairean rhythm gui- 
rarist and band. 

Africa Centre King Street WG (0171-312 
1996)9 Criveni Garden. 9pm*£6-X7. 

The Hurdr&nte 

tnaaTladnional CtaristmasDuticpIim' 

Celtic folk tunes and more. -3 I 
FWceiTJfonM Sodh Bank SEl (0171^60 
4242) BR/9 Waterloo. 730pm. SStOa 
George MeSy See Satuntay. /( i- 
Route Stott’s 9pm. 02, NUS £7, mans £4. 
MMy In RMta UK snott aqggae^ibitiDa 

muuiwuu Hq^i St. Brentford (0M-568 
H76)9Guanenht«y. I0J0pm.JS£12 
Moom Doraifiseid, CountnLflavonred ODte 
snesttan from the sboegnzm* veterans. 
G^ifyttmyConal&fam-BF 18181 
ce 344 0044)9 Mtfibuiy A Wnprax8poi,£S. 
James Ttayfer Quartet rjammond-led took. 
Jazz Cafe Partway NWl (0171-9166060) 

9 Camden 7pm. ends 31 Dcc,£12J0-£t5. 
Yaah London indie hand featuring Joa 
Most of Orhnre Chib. 

Ouhfoi Caste Partway NWl £0171-485 
1773) 9 Camden Town. 9pm. £4, eooa 13. 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM 



Engfish National Bafleb Tha Nutcracker 
Ben Sreveracm’s version of Ihe traditional 
and mach-fovcd Cfaristmas haUeL MptaSte. 
7 JOpm (no peris 24 A 25 Dec), mats 2L 
23-24, 26-28, 3fr31 Dec. 1-4.8,11 Jan. 
230pm. ends 11 Jan. £B-£35. 

Sooth Bank, SEl (0171-960 4242) 9 Waterloo. 
ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 




Ctivcnl Garden, WC2 (0171 
9 Groan Garden. 


It'ji'.’.l All 


COMEDY STORE Bast hi Stand Up Fred 
MacAulay, fan Stone. Aten Davies. BiB 
Bailey and Dominic Holland. Oxendoo 
Street SWl (01426414433) 9 Ptccadtily 
Circus. 8pm, £10. 

FWNEGAN^ WAKE Meccano Club Steve 
Best. Kevin Day and AT Murray. Eras 
Road Nl (0171-813 4478) 9 AngeL 0pm, 
£6, cones £5. 

HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM IRISH CENTRE 
Chrtabmn Cafe Comedy hflcfaad Red- 
mad, Kevin Hayes, Nod Fanikner, music 
by R)gs A Reels. Blacks Road W6 (0181-563 
H32) 9 HammersontiL 8pm. £6, cons £5. 

JONGLEURS CAMDEN Tracy Brothers, 
Hattie Hayridge, PM Davey. Sean Meo 
and Steve Rawttngs. Chalk Farm Road 
NWl (0171-934 2766)9 Camden Town. 
7.15pm A 11.15pm, £10. £7. 

PLEASANCE THEATRE Late Night Comedy 
Nor Dembina, Ross Moore, Rtama 
Cameron and Adam Bloom. North Road, 
off CUedradan Road N7 (0171-609 IftXY 
429 0180) 9 CaJedonmn Rd. lOJ^nn, £5. 
SUNDAY 22 


00MEDY STORE Comedy Store Pte y ws 
Jim Sweeney. Richard V ranch. Tory 
Hawks, Andy Smart and Josie Lawrence. 
Oaendon Street SWl (01426-914433) 

9 Pkscadaiy Circus. 8pm. £10L 
MONDAY 23 


COMEDY STORE The Culling Etea Booib- 
t’y Graflbe. Phil D«ey. Sieve Gribbm, 
Martin CcKpoia and Psnl Tbonac. 

O a rmfo n Street SWl (D 1 426-9 14435) 

9 Pices tHK Grcns. 8ptn.£lQ. 

TUESDAY 24 





COMEDY STORE Bate to Stand Up Ptiffl 
Jupitus, Sean PereivaL Maubew Hardy. 
J«*n Molnoey and MaraJy KnUli. ttmn- 
dooSrSWi (Dl426-9l4433)9Ftearous. 
8pm & Umidaight, ends 28 Dec, £10. 
J0NGIEUR9 CAMDEN Tim dart, AI Mur- 
ray. Item Moloney. Smoa L&aao snd Steve 
Rawfin^. ChaDs Farm Road NWl (0171-924 
2766) 9 Gsmdea Town. 8.15pm, £Ifll £7. 
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gardening/country 


The fruit of Christmas 

In the depths of winter, oranges glow like small suns. By Anna Pavord 


CATHERINE DONALDSON 


* 


O ranges were what made Chris t- 
mas special for my mother, 
who was brought up, one of a 
dozen children, on her family’s 
farm in Whies. I never knew her father, 
who died before I was bom, but he lived 
vividly through her stories. As a young 
man, he set sail for the States with four 
pedigree Hereford bulls as his fortune. 
He reLumed with a 10-gallon hat and a 
pair of Colt pistols to sweep my rather 
refined Herefordshire grandmother off 
her feet and into the wilds of the Welsh 
border country. 

His hat hung in our cloakroom all 
through my childhood, stiff as chip- 
board, worn completely through in one 
crease of the crown. Once, I came 
across my brother standing in front of 
the hall minor with the hat on his 
head, but I could tell from the look on 
his face that he knew it was, in every 
respect, too big for him. 

By the time the vast family was mar- 
shalled in 1918 in front of a photo- 
grapher’s studio backdrop (improb- 
ably painted with a scene from classical 
Italy), my grandfather had mellowed 
in to an Edwardian paterfamilias, broad- 
shouldered, bearded, the spitting image 
of the Prince of Wales. But even at this 
benevolent stage, my mother remem- 
bered him each Christmas Eve, driving 
the gig at a brilliantly reckless pace back 
from the local market town, with pre- 
sents for all hidden under a nig. And 
crates of oranges, which never appeared 
at any other time in their lives. 


. They can scarcely be called treats 
now, but I still think of oranges as par- 
ticularly Christmassy fruit They taste 
better during this season than at any 
other time of the year. The colour is 
right, too. Oranges glow like small suns 
in the depths of the winter solstice. 

Unlike the sort of fruit that we are 
more used to growing - conveyor-belt 
stuff which blossoms at one end of foe 
growing season and fruits at the other 
- oranges peak in one outrageous 
burst: scented blossom and ripe fruit 
all at the same time. And all at foe low- 
est ebb of foe year, when we are most 
in need of a treat 

I haven't got foe right kind of place 
to overwinter citrus trees (they hate 
frost), or else I’d have bought some 
long ago. I can't think of anything Td 
like better in the dining room at 
Christmas than orange trees, soberly 
leafed, foe glossy fruit hanging like 
baubles from the branches. And imag- 
ine foe swoony smell. 

Imagine is all I can do for the 
moment But when I get those trees, 
they will be planted in tag day pots and 
set inside foe square wooden boxes 
called Versailles tubs. The most prac- 
tical kind have one side that lets down, 
so you can get foe pots in and out eas- 
ily. Mine will have wheels, too, to ease 
foe annual pilgrimage from winter 
glass to summer sunshine. Citrus trees 
don't like being under cover the whole 
time, as early growers soon discovered. 

But though we haven’t got the trees. 


I buy foe fruit; like my grandfather, by 
foe crate. Christmas oranges are piled 
up in a pyramid on foe window ledge 
by foe back door. They are set in rows 
along the mantelshelves among 
mounds of silvered ivy acting as hold- 
ers for .smallish red candles, set in a 
ring round foe fable centrepiece. They 
are wed bn to the swags of greenery 
that hang down foe side of the windows 
in foe kitchen and the dining room. 

The bouse fills, not with the scent 
of foe flowers but with foe more com- 
plex smell of foe faintly oily peeL And 
then, as New Year comes, this changes 
to a whiff of mould, as the oranges 
being used as candle holders start qui- 
etly to rot. “So symbolic,” said a 
friend at a New Year’s lunch, as she 
gazed transfixed at one of these moul- 
dering fruit, sagging under the weight 
of its candle. 

Nobody has done so spectacularly 
well out of oranges as Neil Gwyn. She 
probably sold fruit shipped in from 
Portugal where it had been intro- 
duced earlier from Ceylon. Of course, 
it was a seasonal fruit then, appearing 
from the end of November onwards, 
when vast quantities of Portuguese 
oranges were brought into foe London 
docks. But English gardeners had 
been trying to grow them for almost 
a hundred years before Gwyn stole the 
Diiuy Lane scene. The first one who 
succeeded was Francis Carew, who 
had them on his estate at Beddlngton, 
near Croydon, in about 1562. 


Opinions differ about the right sort 
of compost to grow potted citrus trees 
in. Chris Dennis, who, with his wife 
Amanda, set up foe Citrus Centre near 
Pul boro ugh. West Sussex, two years 
ago, favours a light, soilless compost; 
he finds that foe soil-based John fanes 
types dry out too slowly between 
waterings. But if you use a soilless com- 
post you need to plant in big pots, not 
less than 2ft across. 

“Watering is foe key,” he says. “You 
must let the plants dry out between 
each drink. Most of the dtrus trees that 
die in this country die from drowning” 
The Dennises mix coarse bark with the 
compost to improve drainage round 
the roots in winter, fa winter, orange 
trees should be kept cool and on the 
dryish side, fa summer, foe leaves can 
be sprayed over with a hosepipe at reg- 
ular intervals. 

Pests are most likely to attack while 
foe trees are under cover. Red spider 
mites, w hi tellies, mealybugs and scale 
insects all love them. If trees get 
infested, sootymould soon follows on. 
The most troublesome time is eaity 
spring, when it is still too chilly for the 
trees to go outside, but their new 
growth is at its most juicy and attract- 
ive to pests. Out of doors, citrus trees 
are much less trouble, so keep them 
there as long as you dare. 

The old-fashioned way of controlling 
pests on orange trees combined vigil- 
ance with soap. Head gardeners 
patrolled trees under cover every week. 


Any that showed signs of infestation 
were thoroughly drenched with a solu- 
tion of suds. This is the best way to 
clean off sooty mould, too. Rub the 
leaves with your thumbs, gently mas- 
saging the mould away. 

The modern way is to use biolog- 
ical controls, setting phytoseiulus 
against red spider, encarsia against 
whitefly. There are problems though. 
The citrus overwinter most comfort- 
ably at cool, though frost-free tem- 
peratures. The predators, particu- 
larly the Australian cryptolaemus, 
work and reproduce best in heat - up 
to 70F. And you have to let foe pests 
build up before you introduce the 
predators. 

Lemons, types of Citrus liman , are 
more easily grown than oranges in this 
country. But there are 25 different 
kinds of orange available from spe- 
cialist nurseries, such as the Citrus 
Centre and Reads. For Savour, the best 
is undoubtedly the 'Washington Navel', 
introduced into the US from Brazil in 
1870. Unfortunately it has a kamikaze 
tendency to drop all its fruit as soon 
as they set. For a better chance of 
oranges for Christmases to come, try 
‘SaJustiana’ or ‘Valencia’. 

The Citrus Cewre is at Hfen Mare Lane, 
MarehilU Pulboraugh, West Sussex 
RH202EA ( 01798872786 ). Open Md* 
Sun (9.30am-5.30pm). Send a SAEfor 
a catalogue. Plants can be sent by mail 
order or bought at the Centre. 
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Duff Hart- Davis The beast 
will progress in a cacophony of 
drums, shakers and tin whistles 


T his evening, at the 
winter solstice, foe 
turning of the 
year, mummers in 
villages all over 
England will raise 
echoes from deep in 
our past with their 
raucous, ritual plays. In 
a hundred pubs and 
squares foe Turkish 
Knight (villain) will 
meet St George or King 
George (hero): after a 
few bragging exchanges 
the two will fight; the 
hero will be killed, and 
then revived by the 
Quack Doctor. Finally a 
hideously masked figure 
will announce himself: 
“In comes / 

Beelzebub, 

Over my shoulder I 
carries a club, 
Jn my hand a 

dripping pan: 
Don’t you think I'm a 
jolly old man?" 
In 10 or 12 minutes 
foe little dramas will be 
over, and foe players 
will shamelessly dun 
spectators for money. 
Then they will sing a 
wassail song, invoking 
good health, and get 
down to some serious 
imbibing. 

The mummers’ plays 
are so ancient that 
nobody is certain of 
their origins. Some 
people believe they date 
only from the I8fo 
century, others that 
they derive from foe 
llth-centuiy Crusades, 
and others still that they 
hark right back to 
Aristophanes in the 
fifth century BC, 

Unlike Morris 
dancing, which died out 
in Victorian times and 
was revived in foe 
Twenties, the plays 
seem to have been 
performed without a 
break. Certainly, 100 
years ago the) were 
used by poor country 
lads as an excuse for 
knocking on rich men’s 
doors and earning a 
little Christmas money. 

Their symbolism is 
equally obscure. Their 
main point is to 
celebrate the death of 
the old year and the 
birth of the new - but 
foe function of 
Beelzebub is now lost, 
as is that of other minor 
characters such as Bolt 
Slasher, a gallant 
soldier, and Old 
Speckleback, “the 
biggest man in North 
Humberiand”. 

Many of the plays 
open with a brief 
address by Father 
Christmas: 

“In comes I, old 
Father Christmas : 
Christmas or not, I hope 


old Father Christmas will 
ne\-er be forgot . " 

For audiences 
familiar with the text, 
half the fun ties in 
roaring out foe best- 
known gags in concert 
with the actor. Thus 
when Father Christmas 
asks foe Quack Doctor 
what he can cure, rhe 
answer is: 

“The hitch, the stitch, 
the palsy and the gout. 
Pains m ithui and pains 
without . " 

It is a thousand pities 
that the Oxford don 
R J E Tiddy did not live 
to complete his study of 
the plays. He collected 
many of the texts during 
the early years of this 
centuiy, but was called 
up into the army and 
killed in the trenches in 
August 1916. The notes 
he left, plus the texts, 
were published in 1923, 
but, had he lived, he 
would undoubtedly 
have done more work. 

That foe mummers’ 
tradition is alive and 
well in Gloucestershire 
is mainly due to the 
enthusiasm of Donald 
Workman, a forester by 
profession, and a man 
of wide-ranging 
imagination. His main 
aim'now is “to make 
people feel they belong 
to the landscape”. To 
this end he has boldly 
adapted this year's play 
in order to put fire into 
a huge, soulless estate 
of 4,000 new houses 
which sprawls across 
the hills at Eastcombe, 
near Stroud. 

Together with a 
friend, Steve Rowley (a 
keen Morris dancer), he 
has “taken on the 
challenge of waking 
these people up” and, 
with the help of 20 
pupils at Thomas Keble * 
School, has built a 30ft 
dragon of bent hazel- 
rods and canvas. At six 
this evening, with him 
carrying the head, one 
helper to work the jaws, 
and seven more 
supporting segments, 
the beast will progress 
in a cacophony of 
drums, shakers and tin 
whistles across the 
estate to foe green, 
where foe Bold Slasher 
and St George will have 
been fighting. 

The object, says Mr 
Workman, is for the 
dragon to symbolise all 
the latent energy in 
local young people. The 
message to foe old 
fogeys -on this, St 
Thomas's day, foe 
shortest of the year - is 
“You may put us down. 

But we'll come back 
and back”. 


Rosemary, the red-nosed reindeer? 

Malcolm Smith explodes some seasonal myths 


C hristmas may be com- 
mercialised, but it is 
surprising how some of 
its age-old associates remain 
as commonplace, and as fresh, 
us they ever have been. Yet, in 
rcaliiv. what a bunch of 
Christmas interlopers they 
arc. Mistletoe, a handover 
from pagan rituals, is in 
decline in the wild. Rudolph 
the reindeer is not Rudolph at 
all, but Rosemary (and she 
doesn't have a red nose). 
Robins are so aggressive they 
hiirdlv deserve any place in a 
Christian festival. And the 
Norway spruce, that most 
popular of Christmas trees, is 
a virtual newcomer. 

Reindeer: In 1823, when Pro- 
fessor Clement Clarkc-Moore 
uf New York State published 

his poem. “The Night Before 
Christmas" in The Troy Sen- 
tinel. he couldn’t have chosen 
a more inappropriate animal 
to pull Santa’s voluminous 
sleigh. The legend of Rudolph 
was bom. Red-nosed from 
the cold air, he and his com- 
panions had to fly to keep 
their paicel deliveries on ume. 

But. as anj' Lapp worth his 
seal meat knows, reindeer 


can’t be hurried. Adapted to 
a cold life, they overheat all 
too easily, panting and sali- 
vating after less than a kilo- 
metre at full gallop. In foe 
mild British Christmas cli- 
mate, a few streets at a fast 
trot would do them in. 

Reindeer have special 
noses. Covered in hair, they 
stay warm and dry because 
their design ensures that the 
air they breathe is heated up, 
and the exhaled air cooled, 
conserving body heat and 
watervapour. However cold it 
becomes, they don’t become 
even the slightest bit pink. 
Red, never. 

If antlere are vital when 
foe sleigh crosses that winter 
wonderland, Rudolph is out of 
a job. After the autumn mat- 
ing season, male reindeer 
shed their antlers. But the 
females retain theirs. So, 
come Christmas Eve, your 
children’s presents may be 
hauled by Ruth, Rosemary or 
Rachel - but not by Rudolph. 

Mistletoe: Worshipped by the 
Druids, mistletoe has long 
been a part of foe Christmas 
festivities. But for how much 
longer? It is a parasite with no 


roots of its own, and its fate 
now hangs on the future of old 
orchard apple trees. 

In 1957, England had 

26.000 hectares of dessert 
apple orchards. Now, barely 

10.000 hectares remain. Not 
so in France. The French have 
retained many of their old 
orchards and their mistletoe 
flourishes. Napoleon gave it a 
helping hand by planting 
poplars along French road- 
sides. essentially to shade bis 
soldiers from the midday sun. 
Perhaps it was also to supply 
the infantry with sprigs of 
mistletoe to give to their 
sweethearts at Christmas. 

Robins: There are more 
than four million pairs of 
robins in this country, and 
foe bird .was ranked sixth in 
foe British Thist for Orni- 
thology’s Garden Birdwatch 
survey this year. 

Although they look chirpy 
on our Christmas cards, iron- 
ically robins are less likely to 
survive cold winters than 
many other birds because they 
depend so much on ground- 
living prey. But, because a pair 
frequentiy rears two or three 
broods each summer, num- 



bers recover quickly. And 
robins are fiercely territorial, 
which does allow them to live 
at high densities, particularly 
in woods, where up to 66 
pairs have been recorded in a 
square kilometre. 


The much loved robin has 
been little molested over foe 
centuries, with a couple of 
exceptions, fa foe mid-1800s 
they became an epicurean 
treat, and, in foe 1890s, a 
millinery adornment: the 


wings- or even foe whole bird 

- were used to decorate hats. 

Fin Thanks to Queen Vic- 
toria’s consort. Prince Albert 

- who made the Christmas 
tree popular in Britain - 
around five million fir trees 
are sold here each year. 
Nearly three-quarters are 
Norway spruce, a tree that is 
not even native to these 
shores, though it is an abun- 
dant forest tree across north- 
ern Europe, from Scandinavia 
eastwards. Around one in 16 
of the commercial trees 
planted in Britain are Norway 
spruce. But a plantation - 
where foe trees are planted 
dose together to spur their 
upward growth - is a pale 
reflection of a natural spruce 
forest The trees of northern 
forests - an inspiration for 
composers such as Jean 
Sibelius - grow up to 180ft and 
are accompanied by pines, 
birches and aspen and a 
plethora of mosses, flowers 
and lichens. Our plantations 
of quick growers (a Norway 
can be cut for Christmas in 
seven years) are so dense that 
few other plants survive on foe 
ground beneath. 



We don’t. Help us keep Britain’s breathing spaces 
open. Footpaths and coastline, high places, heaths and 
woodland. For walkers. 

For over 60 years. The Ramblers’ lobbying and 
vigilance have been achieving wide-ranging rights of 
access to some of our most beautiful countryside. 

Go for a walk. Take a breather from our crowded 
world. Think about foe future; invest in The Ramblers. 

Join us. 
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Present and correct 


Louise Levene goes panic buying 


I t is Christmas Morning. You ore on a remote 
stretch of road somewhere between Bodmin 
Moor and the Atlantic Ocean. The mobile 
phone rings. It is your mother. “You haven’t 
forgot ten that Tilly and the twins are still here have 
you? Do hum-. I've put the sprouts on." The ulti- 
mate Christmas nightmare begins: you have pre- 
cisely 45 minutes to find three presents and all you 
hav e on you in the way of gifts are the his-and-hers 
prescription Ray-Bans you got for your parents, 
a set of monogrammed golf-club cosies and a large 
bov of diabetic chocolates. 

What the hell do you do? First, find a petrol sta- 
tion that's open. Deep breaths. Remind yourself 
that just because a present is practical and widely 
available doesn't mean that people won't be 
grateful for it. Even the grottiest petrol station 
should furnish some of the following: 

Magazines: Buy one. Roll it up. Sling some tin- 
sel round it (begged from garage owner’s festive 
hangings if necessary). Hand this unpromising 
looking gift to bemused cousin as you explain that 
this is merely the first installment of their gift sub- 
scription. Mental note to self to arrange gift sub- 
scription as soon as you get home. Ideally it should 
he something they like {Private Eye , £17; Fortean 
Times. £30: 17;. £9) but mainstream is good too 


IS 


1 eUo , £92; Radio Times, £52; BBC Good Food, 
18.60). These should all be quite widely available 
but knowing your luck you could end up with Car- 
avan Ufe (FIT) or Punch (a staggering £7fL50). 

Entire cartons of sweets: Bully the attendant 
into having a shufti in the stockroom and dig out 
40 tubes of FolaMints (£9.12) or 36 packs ofTunes 
(£4.04). Good present for greedy small children 
with good brushing habits or for the sort of peo- 
ple who can’t drive to the end of the road without 
sticking something in their mouths. 

Fags: Be realistic. Your not buying cigarettes for 
a smoker doesn't mean they will smoke any less 
of the things. Make someone realty happy with 200 
Silk Cut (£31). Reformers among you might con- 
sider buying a milder variety than the recipient 
actually likes. Large cartons of Swan Vestas 
(£4.75) also please — young men usually rather 
enjoy the fact that they can strike a match on the 
arse of their jeans. 

Get the man in the shop to either sell you a 
Christmas card or beg him to give you an enve- 
lope. Put a few quid in it. Seal envelope. Small chil- 
dren adore having money to spend and they always 
prefer hard cash to novelty mittens. 

Stop at the nearest pub. ’Ey to look unconcerned 
as festive rural conversation stops and dogs begin 


to bowL Approach the bar with confidence and 
attempt to sweet talk the totally strange landlord 
into selling you a nice big bottle of Bells with the 
label on upside down. An understanding chap at 
the Licensed Victuallers Association suggests 
that one should expect to add at least fifty per cent 
to the supermarket price. More persuasive types 
might get them to part with an ice bucket for 
around £10 or a card of peanut packets with a half- 
naked woman underneath (£8.64). A box of beer- 
mats -50p if you' re lucky. Landlords approached 
during extensive research for this article were very 
unforthcoming, one uncharitable soul actually 
demanding that a bottle of Bells should be sold 
by the gill, Le. for £70. If you succeed in this Her- 
culean missio n you should consider a career as a 
time share salesman. 

OK That was nice, it may have been limited 
but it was at least shopping of a sort. Suppose it 
gets worse than that Suppose civilisation has been 
left so far behind you cannot find a pub or a petrol 
station. Time to turn your gaze upon the interior 
of the car. Ask yourself: have I ever used the First 
Aid kit? If not, it migbt make a suitable gift for 
a young accident-prone cousin whose 2CV 
doesn’t run to such luxuries. All right Let’s get 
serious. Has your aunt ever seen those earrings? 
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You mi ght be able to slip them inside a Christ- 
mas cracker when you get there. Driving a Mer- 
cedes that still has a bombsite on the front of the 
bonnet? You might consider sacrificing this as a 
present for a tragically unfashionable teenager. 
OK we’re getting desperate now. Check the glove 


compartment for cassettes. Havel rug? Newcas- 
tle United mascot? Nodding dog? You leave the 
car. Is there a holly bush in their garden? Potted 
bay trees on the path? Gnomes? Ding dong, 
the worst cranes to the worst you could always set- 
tle for the doormat 


Six of the best Christmas crackers 


PHOTOGRAPfiERiTONY BUCKINGHAM. STYLIST. HOLLY DAVIES 


C hristmas dinner 
wouldn’t be the 
same without a 
good cracker to pull. 
Traditionally, Christmas 
crackers have been 
about a big bang, a 
dodgy joke and an 
impossible puzzle or 
game. Unfortunately, 
not much has changed: 
the jokes are still dodgy 
and the only alternative 
seems to be straight 
facts - do we really want 
to know about the speed 
of the universe? The 


hats haven’t changed 
much either. The only 
difference lies in the 
gifts. Still, don’t expect 
too much - you have to 
pay considerably more 
for the truly special 
ones - Liberty do crack- 
ers with small silver gifts 
at £69.95 for six. If you 
buy any small gift at 
Tiffany & Co they will 
wrap it in a cracker for 
free. Better still, stick to 
our cheap and chic 
selection for a cracking 
good Christmas. 



1 Six black crackers with gold 
painted hearts and red raffia 
bows, £29.95, from liberty, 
214-220 Regent Street, Lon- 
don, W1 (0171-734 1234). The 
tested ocadoer contained a 
miniature bottle of prune 
cognac, a paper party hat and a 
joke: What 25 the strongest bird 
in the world? A crane! Cracker 
rating 5/6. 


2 Six green and red luxury 
crackers with festive gold 
writing, £20, from W H 
Smiths, brandies nationwide 
(01793-616161). The tested 
cracker contained a mini 
padlock, a paper hat, and a 
little fad: Who was the 
designer of the original Mor- 
ris Minor? Aleai Issigonis. 
Cracker rating :4/6 


-.1 •(: 

3 Six silver holographic 
crackers, £14.50, from Paper- 
chase, 213 Tottenham Court 
Road. London, W1 (0171- 
580 8496) and branches 
nationwide. The tested . 
cracker contained two pen- 


cils, a paper hat, and a joke: 
Why rad the 


garden fence? 
Because it saw the window 
box! Cracker rating 4/6 



4 Six blade and white “mini- 
malist” style crackers, £1955, 
from The Conran Shop, - 
Mxhefin House, 81 Fulham 
Road, London, SW3 (0171-589 
7401). The tested cracker con- 
tained a gold pin box, a paper 
hat and a joke: What is the 
best diet for athletes? Runner 
brans and mussels! Cracker 
rating 6ft. 


3 
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5 Six multi-coloured crackers 
with a gold centre band,' 
£15.95, from Heals, 196 Tot- 
tenham Court Road, WlP 
9LD (0171-636 1666). The 
tested cracker contained a 
dice game, a paper hat and a 
joke: what do they sing at a 
snowman’s birthday party? 
“Freeza Jolty Good Fellow”! 
Cracker rating 5/6. 




ft 


6 TWelve traditional crackers 
with floral design, £10, from 
Boots, I27A Kensington 
High Street, W8 5SF, and 
branches nationwide (01159- 
950611). The tested cracker 
contained a novelty gift, a 
paper bat, and a joke: Where 
do baby apes sleep? 

In apricots! Cracker 
rating 4/6. 
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Help is at hand at 
.the end of the line 

Spendthrift on the sofa. By Charlotte Packer 


L ast minute shopping doesn't have 
to be the manic and depressing 
experience most would have you 
believe. Although many man order 
companies listed last Thursday as their 
final order dale for Christmas deliveries, 
we have tracked down a few who are will- . 
mg to take orders today, tomorrow and 
Monday, and will make sure the goods _ 
arrive in time for Christmas. With our 
guide all you need to do is make a pot of 
coffee (or better still crack open a bot- 
tle or wine), settle yourself by the tele- 
phone and have your credit card to 
hand. One word of warning: placing 
orders so close to Christmas means that 
postal delivery will be impossible so you. 
will be paying for express or courier ser- 
vices; these charges will vary from com- 
pany to company and depend on the dis- 
^ lances involved. 

- Baden Catalogue and Mini Boden, 
0181-453 1535 or fax 0181-453 
1536. Last orders 3pm today. 

Clothes always make good presents and 
Boden are offering up to 25 per cent off 
on selected items: beautiful French Col- 
lar wool cardigans in lime green, hot 
orange or charcoal are now £58 (down 
from £68), and luxurious heavy silk shirts 
(five different colours) which were £72, are 
now only £58. For men there are bright 
woven silk ties at £29 (down from £36), or 
cotton car coats with fleecy linings for £85. 

The Mini Boden (from 0-12 years) cat- 
alogue contains plenty of items which 
would make great kids presents. Knotted 
stripy pull-on hats are particularly nice 
and great value at £6. If you want some- 
thing more substantial tty the corduroy 
jackets with padded tartan linings, £30-34. 
In the main the clothes are comfy and 
functional and most are machine wash- 
able. As with the adult range all occasions 
are catered for party clothes through to 
cosy nighties and pyjamas. 

]J you are not sure about what to get 
the sales team will be able to advise you. 
And if you get it wrong, Boden are happy 
to arrange refunds. 

Johnny Loves Rosie, 0171-435 0089; 
fax 0171-794 0534. Last orders by 
5pm today 

If you are looking for a teenager’s stock- 
ing fillers then , Johnny Loves Rosie, a 
company that specialises in accessories, 
is the place to start. The stock is mostly 
imported from America and is very strong 
on hair accessories. Wonderful hair slides 
encrusted with varnished Liquorice All- 
sorts (£10.95) are typical of the look they 
promote. The company is also big on fake 
flowers, offering huge roses in improba- 
ble colours attached to hair slides (£7-50- 
£16.95). Glitter also features heavily - 
sparkly Alice bands from £10-24. Their 
new catalogue includes nail-files printed 
with tropical fruit, lips, roses, chili pep- 


pers and sunflowers (£2-50) and last year 
they launched red and black patent 
leather shoulder bags for carrying bottled 
water (£12.95). 

The General Trading Company, 0171- 
730 7220; fax 0171-823 4626 
You could buy presents for the whole fam- 
ily here. Stock ranges from the 
trinket/gif ty end of the market (ceramic 
pumpkin trinket pot, £6.95; silver plate 
beehive candle holder, £99; spice scented 
mug mats, £11.95 for four) through tojoDy 
things for children (watch with Monop- 
oly strap, £14; Emma Bridgewater initial 
mugs. £ 9 / 75 ; giraffe height chart, £28). 
Kitchen gadgets include useful things like 
saucepans or corkscrews as well as fun 
items like heavy-duty rubber gloves with 
gingham cuffs and decorated plastic 
strawberries. 

Scent Direct, 01428 654575. Last 
orders 23rd December. 

Perfume costs about the same as a bunch, 
of flowers, smells as good and lasts much 
longer. The company has access to over 
700 different perfumes and all arrive 
beautifully giftwrapped with a handwrit- 
ten message. Scent Direct also operates 
a search service which is particularly use- 
ful should you want to buy someone a new 
perfume. Simply let the sales team know 
what your friend usually wears, and they 
will identify perfumes with the same top, 
middle and base notes. 

Red Letter Days, 0181-343 8822. 

Last orders 12 noon, Tuesday 24th. 

Red Letter Days is a company that boasts 
over 200 alternative gift “experiences”, 
few of which are for the faint hearted. All 
the obvious things are here: a day’s bal- 
looning, from A45-JE225; parascending, 
£25 for a ride, £75 for a half-day course; 
and of course Bungee jumping, £59. But 
there are lots of other realty unusual and 
fun options too. What about buying your 
granny a Llama trek in west Sussex (£59) 
or your brother an hour-long Microlight 
flight (£99)? If you can’t make up your 
mind you can always buy a voucher, 
from £39 to £L250 vriiich will allow the 
receiver to choose what they want to put 
themselves through. 

Ocean catalogue, 0800-132985; fax 
“0171-498 8898. Last orders 
1230pm, 23rd December. 

Ocean is a stylish home accessories cata- 
logue and although it is targeted at adults, 

there are one or two items which would 
suit teenagers and children: brightly 
coloured or animal print storage boxes, 
£6.95-£10.95; kids pyjamas (from £17.95). 
R>r older friends and family the choice is 
much wider. At the top end of the scale 
there are plenty of things for people with 
extravagant tastes -Alessi kettle (£69.95), 
Acca Kappa Havel Kit (£69). At the other 


extreme there are lots of well-priced 
items, many of which look rather more 
expensive than they are, for those less 
demanding souls — set of six shot glasses 
(£1355); silver plated memo pad (£9.95); 
silver-plated wine stoppers (£9-95). 

Bates Gentlemen's Hatters, 0171-734 
2722. Last orders Monday 23rd. 

If you’re having problems finding a pre- 
sent for a troublesome older male, a hat 
or cap of some description may well be 
the answer. Although Bates is one of the 
few places where you could buy a curly 
brim bowler or a top hat, their best sell- 
ers are flat caps and baker’s boy caps. The 
assistants will be able to talk you through 
the different styles: deerstalkers, Fedoras, 
Homburgs, toppers, bowlers, boaters, 
and many more. Prices from around £38 
to £120. - - - 

Panzers, 0171-722 1496/8162 or 
0171-435 0165; fax 0171-586 . 

0209. Last orders: 1pm 23rd 
December for nationwide delivery; 

7pm 23rd for London. 

Hampers are always weD received, apd the 

ones from Panzers are particularly imag- 
inative. The Italian hamper (£100) is a 
glossy green hat box filled with Italian 
goodies including white truffle oil, figs in 
chocolate, panforte , palma ham. The 
London hamper (£60) includes smoked 
salmon, Stilton, Merlot 1995, shortbread 
and other delicious things all squeezed 
into a traditional wicker basket. Although 
only £45, the Boxing Day hamper con- 
forms best to my idea of what a hamper 
should be about a labour saving though 
indulgent meaL It comes in a wicker bas- 
ket and includes a bottle of sauvignon. 
smoked salmon, cocktail blinis, stilton and 
Ackermans chocolate truffles. 

The Food Ferry, 0171-498 0827; fax 
0171-498 8009. Last orders 
1030am, 23rd 

This is London’s mail order supermarket 
and the company rapidly comes into its 
own around this time of year. Im agin e: 
you are holed up with the relatives,and 
more have been spotted on the horizon 
and you realise that you forgot to buy 
brussels sprouts/cranbeny sauce/Bath 
Oliveis/Tonic water. They won’t get you 
out of a turkey crisis but ff you find your- 
self playing unexpected host tins Christ- 
mas, give them a call and they should be 
able to ease you out of a tight spot. 

The following delivery companies mil aU be 

operating as normal on Monday and Tues- 
day, but call to check cut-off times for book- 
ing couriers. They all want that Monday will 
be a very busy day. 

Red Starr 0345 000000 
TNT: 0181-961 9393 
DHL international: 0345 100300 



Ten for under a tenner 


The mad scramble is on for 
last minute presents and 
stocking fillers. 

This year the shops are awash 
with dassy little treats for 
under a tenner such as glitzy 
bottle stoppers, a Pooh bear 


fun watch, lots of that nice 
smelly stuff to put in the bath 
and just for independent 
readers the chance to buy a 
Penguin T-shirt - complete 
with appropriate book title - 
for a mere £9.99. 
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I Diabolix bottle opener, £9.95 
Little devil bottle-openers with 
pointy ears and toothy grins. Available 
in a variety of colours. Ocean 
Catalogue, 0800 132985. 

2 Mug, £5.99, and seasonal tea 
£2.99 Choose a bright chunky mug 
and a packet of winter tea or coffee to 
match. From Whittard of Chelsea, 184 
Kings Rd, London SW3 and branches 
nationwide (0171-924 1888). 

3 Scented candle. Gap, £8.50 With 
its chunky glass container and 
silver lid this candle looks far more 
expensive than it is. For nearest branch 
call 0800 427789. 

4 Natural bath set, House of Fraser 
Stores, £8 Sisal sponge, loofah, 
nail brush, back brush all in a 
matching wooden pafl- For your 
nearest store call 0171-963 2000. 

5 Citrus Bloom, tinned bathroom kit, 
Habitat, £8.50 Delirious smelling 
tin of goodies: soft orange flannel, two 
vegetable soaps wrapped in silver 
paper and orange ribbon, and a bottle 


of bath oil. The citrus bloom fragrance 
is a blend of Lily, Gardenia Cyclamen 
and Rose with base notes of Amber, 
Ralsam and Moss. For your nearest 
store call 0645 334433. 

6 Silver bottle stopper, Debenhams, 
£10.00 Smarten up anything from 
a milk bottle to an old decanter that’s 
lost its stopper. Available in a variety 
of shapes. Call 0171-408 4444. 

7 Book cover T-shirts Gfye a title for 
under a tenner. Penguin have a 
library of titled T-shirts taken from 
their early classic orange and green 
design paperbacks. Usually £12.99, 
Independent readers can order them by 
mail at £9.99 including p&p. In one 
largish size, choose from Hangover 
Square. The Idiot , Les Miserables , A 
Perfect Woman, Rogue Male , Farewell 
Mv Lovetv ; Ladv Chatterfy’s Lover , The 
Thin Man and The Thirty-Nine Steps. 
For those who like reading in bed, 
there's a nightshirt called The Big Sleep. 
Call 0181-899 4036 for Visa/Access 
credit card orders, mentioning this 
offer. Also available from The General 
Trading Co, 144 Sloane Street, 


PHOTOGRAPH: NICK TAPSELL 

London, SW1 (0171-730 0411). 

S Pooh Bear Watchum, Timex, 

£9.99 Digital watches are not the 
best way to learn to tell the time but 
this makes a fun first watch. The 
stuffed Pooh- Bear character lies across 
the watch face: simply lift his front 
paws to reveal the time. For nearest 
stockists 0171-630 8180. 

9 Aardman Animation Clay Wt, £9.99 
{+£1.50 p&p) The team that 
brought you Wallace and Gromit have 
created eight new characters for 

children to copy including a monkey, 

dolphin, tiger and Catfish. The Clay Kit 
includes a four colour clay bar, a step by 
step creature-creating card, modelling 
tool and spare eyes and ribs. For nearest 
stockists and orders call 01225 466999. 

1 HChildren’s Gardening Kit, The 
_LU Conran Shop, £8.95 Contains: 
wooden handled fork and trowel,three 
packets of seeds (pot marigold, coleus, 
and the mysterious “sensitive plant”), 
green twine, plastic ties, plant labels, a 
marker pen and red cotton gardening 
gloves. Call 0171-589 7401. 



bazaar 



good thing 

Waterproof Mudstdppers 
£29.99 plus postage and 
packing. 

A Danish fishing inven- 
tion provided the inspira- 
tion for this piece of chil- 
dren’s armour - designed 
for kids with an appetite 
for mess. For extensive 
off-road exploration 


They have reflective 
safety strips for evening 
missions and adjustable 
straps. 

Mudskippers, The Edington 
Sporting Company. 8-10 
White Hays North, West 
Wilts Trading Estate, W &«- 
bury, Wilts BA134JT 
(01373825469) 
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CHRISTMAS ROSES 

Christmas Roses are a perennial plant 
and should not be confused with the 
, hardwood rose bush. It creates flowers 
throughout the winter not unlike the old 
fashioned shrub rose flower. When your 

Christmas Roses are established each 

plant will produce a procession of bold 

flowers from December to March when 

little else is to be seen in the garden. 

1 6 far £7.95 12 For £12.90fc Save £3 


HOW TO ORDER 
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CREDIT CARD HOTLINE (24 houre) 
IMPORTANT: Quote ‘ING 783’ when ordering, 

OR Complete the coupon quoting yow 
Accea/Vrsa number of mod whh crossed 
chequdjpooai orders. NO CASH PLEASE. 
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wellies just don’t let you 
get right up to your 
elbows in filth and are 
easily sucked of in mid- 
wade by mud with an 
appetite for small feet 
These brightly coloured 
salopettes are moulded 
directly on to tough rub- 
ber boots to provide frill 
protective entertainment. 

mad thing 

Address book. Out of 
Earth, £8.90 

If you know lots of 
bars, cheats, thieves, 
riff-raff or phonies this 
is the address book for 
you. Alternatively if 
you only keep your 
friends numbers in 
your little black book 
that’s OK too.'In fact 
this address book is 

for everyone and anyone. Buy it as a last minute 
Christinas pressie for your Annt HDda and kiss good- 
bye to those surprise Sunday visits. 

Out of the Earth, 83 Church Road, Barnes, London 
SW13( 0181-563 9991). 

sure thing 

TV’s Kevin Whateley is 
the wearer of these cuff 
links which are part of a 
collection of silver gift- 
ware from Goldsmiths 
and Walker and Hall 
stores. For every pur- 
chase Goldsmiths will 
contribute ten per cent 
to The Prince’s Trust- 

Ooldsmiths, 2 EBartd Road, Braunstcme, Leeds LE3, 

ITT (0116-232 2000) 

correction 

urday’s article on silver, comments about hall- 
, Ian Ferguson were wrongly attributed to Alistair 
We apologise for the embarassment caused. 
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“A romantic comedy with 
plenty of ooh-la-la...” 

Sunday Mirror 

“Plenty of hilarious 

moments” 

Ike Sun 

“Utterly irresistable" 

Mail t® Sunday 


AVAILABLE TO BUY ON VIDEO NOW 


PolyGram 

FILMS IMTUTAISMIHT 
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Smart cars, clean 


Gavin Green assesses the motoring year 




I P™ 

1 50(1 

I and 


T his year, some car makers finally 
proved that there is intelligence and 
social responsibility on the top floor 
and not just a manic desire to move 
metal 3 nd make money. Some clever sol- 
utions to long-standing problems were 
either previewed or put on sale. Among 
them was the probable answer to pollution 
caused by petrol or diesel vehicles. 

The cleverest car to be shown in 1996 
was the new Mercedes A-dass. Shorter 
than a Fiesta but as roomy as a Mondeo, 
the A-class goes on sale in Europe next 
summer. Britain won't see it until early 
199S. It's ingenious, not just because it 
extracts maximum cabin room from min- 
imal exterior dimensions, but because it 
is also highly fuel-efficient In diesel form, 
economy of over 70mpg is promised. 

Also trendsetting was the Renault 
Scenic, now on sale in mainland Europe 


and due here next summer. little brother 
to the Renault Espace, the Scenic is also 
a motoring Thrdis: an Escort-sized vehicle 
that holds five adults in comfort rather 
than like tinned fish. The key is its Espaoe- 
style one-box design, which - as with the 
A-class - devotes length to people rather 
than to a wastefully large engine or a fre- 
quently empty boot. It deservedly won the 
European Car of the Year award. 

The past year has also seen the rebirth 
of the small car as an icon, 37 years after 
the Mini showed the way. Ford’s Ra, as 
with the Mini, is every bit as much fun to 
drive as a big sports car and every bit as 
eye-catching. Ford was probably the most 
improved car maker of 1996. After years 
of voitures ordinaues, it pumped out a 
great new Fiesta complete with the best 
little four-cylinder currently in production 
in Europe, a greatly unproved Mondeo, 



and the Ka. OK, it still has the Maverick, 
bur nobody’s perfect 
VauxhaU, whose butt has been more 
firmly diairbouod than most makers these 
past few years (spending its money instead 
on supermodels and Ruby TV&x to pro- 
mote its cars) showed signs of a technical 
fight-back by unveiling a new twin-cam 16- 
valve turbcHdiesel engine in the otherwise 
ordinary Vectra. Its secret is its marvellous 
economy, a real teetotaliing sipper in a 
market still too full of slurpers. It also gave 
the diesel a new lease of life, after various 
reports confirmed what many people had 
long thought: namely that diesel is dirty. 
Fortunately for the car lobby, Arose reports 
also confirmed what most of us already 
subjected: that the real diesel bad guys are 
old buses, trucks and taxis. V,; '> 

Rover, the nation’s car mafer, was 
shown up as a provincial, t^chnicaHy min- 


imalist subdivision of new masters BMW 
in an intriguing BBC documentary {When 
Rover Met BMW) which was as good for 
the BBC’s and BMW’s reputations as it 
was bad for Rover. It was left to Jaguar 
to prove that there is still life left in the 
British car industry now that the "For 
Sale” signs have come down (after all, 
there’s little left to sell). Jaguar’s newXKS 
was one of the most exceptional sports cars 
in a year peppered with desirable 
machines. In addition, there was the Mer- 
cedes SIX, which already has a worldwide 
waiting list of more than two years - and 
a new open- top Porsche, the Boxster. 

Not to be outdone, Bentley, the sport- 
ing wing of Rolls-Royce, launched a new 
Continental T coupe. A big, bruising, 
£22(1000, 400bhp monster, with a grffle as 
tall as a grandfather dock, fee Continen- 
tal T is an anachronistic leftover from fee 


•i&rw : • iOiV« 

Y .zo o.sm 


days when most cars were gloriously over- 
tho-top monuments to hand-cra flsm a nship 
and brute force. It is staggeringly fast and 
gloriously comfortable. I loved it, but it’s 
about as ^gnfficant for fee future of motor- 
ing as a £5,000 Chanel evening dress is as 
a pointer for high street fashion. 

Much more of a harbinger of what’s to 
come is the hydrogen fuel cell, the big 
technical stoiy of 1996. Both Mercedes 
and Ibyota unveiled prototypes powered 
by them, Toyota’s being the more 
advanced. The -hydrogen fuel cell is, in 
effect, a new sort of battery that promises 
to solve the problems inherent with elec- 
tric cars. The claim is for petrol engine- 
type performance and range, but no 
tailpipe pollution. It is about a dozen 
years from production but, if all goes to 
plan, it looks like doing to the petrol or 
diesel internal combustion engine 


whatthe jet engine did tff the p rqgc fier. 
yet, for- jnst 

Olympics - there seems to be-lif^a the 
old dogyet. Mitsubishi recently lajjaebed 
a massively improved petrolenfgpe in 
Japan, boasting 30 per cebt bettArecon- 
omy r yet identical - performance and 
improved emissions. The secre&is its 
direct injection, in whkfe petrolis injected 
direct into the engine’s combustiofi cham- 
bers, rather than into a manifbUffirst. 

It mixes the fuel economy of a good 
diesel with the performance of a good 
petrol engine, and thus could wefi'dump 
the diesel motor into the technical nib- _ 
bisb bin, as well as current technology " 
petrol engines. Tbyotii is about to launch 
an engine boasting similar .technology. 
European and American makers are 
bound to follow. f • 
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Car Accessories 



GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 
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RUB Chains Ud. - John Wilson Business Park 
Whitstabfe, Kent CT5 3QT ■ Thanet Way Unit 10-1 2 
Telephone (0 122T t 2766 1 1 ■ Facsimile (0 1227) 276586 


4 Wheel Drive 



Car Accessories 
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TBE MDEPENDENT 

To ensure the right 
audience read our 
advertisement and to 
take advantage of our 
young, upmarket and 
affluent readership 
please telephone 
David Owen 
on 

0171 293 2338 
or fax 01 71 293 3156 


Collectors Cars 


Save 25% on petrol! 

After fee budget, petrol is more expensive than ever before. But this s only the beginning: even if the price ~ 
of oil stays where it ». the Chancellor's promise to increase fuel duty every year means the real price of petrol 
wrl) rise by at least half over the next 10 yean. 

And that means there's never been a better time to buy a diesel car; for fee very simple reason that on 
average they use a quarter less fuel than equivalent petrol models. They're dependable, long lasting and 
often great to drive. And their total exhaust emissions* are actually lower than from equivalent petrol 
models, especially on feort around town trips. 

So is diesel more or less damaging to the environment than petrol? Do diesel cars cost more or less to buy 
and run? Arid which are fee best diesel models? 

You'll discover fee answers in Dfawf Car & 4x4. Our hardhitting road tests are unrivalled for dear, 
detailed and practical information. In our news and features pages you'll find welt-informed, balanced 
coverage of transport and environmental issues. But we’re here to entertain as well as inform, with a wide- 
ranging mix of motoring matters. We aim. quite simply to proride a better read than any other motoring 
magazine. 

The 100th issue of Diesel Car & 4x4, in the shops now, is our biggest and best ever, yet still costs only 
£230. We test Vauxhall*s new Vectra estate with its new high-tech diesel engine, as well as fee Renault 
Megane turbodfesef and fee revised VauxhaU Front era. There's a free 8-page Celebration of Diesel 
supplement, a chance to win a new QtroSn Saxo 1.5D worth £10,000, and lots more. Why not give it a try? 

•iggreipwcmisuonio/urtmnionoKbtehytimarbmmfa of nitrogen end pvtkvtete mattttmgnmmet per ktkmctre. 


JAGUARMTPE 

1971 SERIES 3 

Manual 2+2, Blue, 
requires some 
restorations. 
Offers 

Oambs 01223 833 523 


THE MAGAZINE FOR THINKING DRIVERS 




Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 



Free Phone 
0300 323 626 


SAAB 


SAAB Largest Sanction In Eatf 




To advertise 
in this 
please call 

David Owen. 

on 

0171 293 
2338. 


Test Drive 


HEAVEN SOFTWARE 

- Spedafcing In Games, Educational 

• CD-ROM’s - • Reference. Business 

FORMULA ONE GRAND PRDC 2 
THE BEST DRIVING SIMULATION IN THE WORLD? 
For£2&99 

WHEN YOU BUY THE 

PER4MER SPORTS STEERING WHEEL 
ARCADE STYLE CONTROL, DIRECT GAME - 
PORT CONNECTION 
Foresaw 

Special Purchase on 35 dWc 

Microsoft Auto Express UK & Ireland £43.99 
Microsoft Auto Express Europe S4&99 

Buy Betti st£83J»' 

Also availsMe on CD Rom 
Prices Include VAT & UK PXP 
PO Box tt> Stevenage SG2 SXL 
Tat 01438 816411 Fax: 01438 816422 
C*B tor our Brocfnm 
Visa, Mastercard. Switch & Delta 
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HLH8ST 1,450 
&H50 ; 2JXK 
{NOTSJ 150) 
6686 SM 5.000 
A15DAN - 500 


PCS 68 3^00 

PCS 462 1,850 
POBl 1730Q 
RAP40X 635 


RHONE OUST iil230f. PHONF MOST SBC PIUS V AT 
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Mobile Phones 


; PHONES FROM 

_£9.99 

♦Subject to Talk SO or above ' 

FREE ACCESSORIES 
LEATHER CASE 
CIGAR LIGHTER ADAPTER 
SPARE BATTERY 


NOKIA S.l 


freephone Docklands Telecom Centre 

0500 976973 1 A Burdelt Road. Bow, London Ej 

M7/ ° c-vii/c End St, Central Line! 
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property 


properties 
of 1996 




This has been the year of . 
London and the Home Counties. 
Anyone looking for a period 
house in the country near 
London can expect a muted 
response from an estate agent; 
ask about prices, and the 
conversation will become 
animated. Some prices have 
increased by 10 to 15 per cent; 
others by as much as 20 per cent. 
The trouble is, there has not 


been enough of what people 
want. Good quality and good 
location have always commanded 
a premium, but this year buyers 
soon realised that there would 
be competition for the best 
houses of their type. 

Plenty of people have been 
sitting on cash, with nothing to 
sell. Their only course of action 
when finding the perfect house 
has been to offer as much as it is 


worth to them. As one buyer told 
an agent: “I will buy it out of the 
market.” Prices for these houses 
- a waterside cottage in 
Hampshire, a mansion in Surrey, 
a flat in Belgravia - have 
surpassed even the estate agents’ 
expectations. Here are a few that 
the agents themselves have 
found memorable. 

Penny Jackson 
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was love at first 
sight for the 
new owners of 
this 15th- 
century cottage 
on the banks of 
the River Test. 

A dream 
cottage in a 
picturesque 
village, it went 
for more than 
the asking pries 
(John D Wood) 


Vine houses, 
palm houses, 
potting sheds 
and a single- 
storey botfiy 
cottage add 
iqito a most 
unusual home 
(John D Wood) 


1 & 2 Grosvenor Studios, London SW1 (above): "I cant 
befieve I paid £lm tor a two-bedroom cottage,” says 
the new owner. A farmhouse feel, within steps of 
Sloane Square. Savins’ agents say It’s one of the most 
damning homes they've ever seen in central London 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 
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Cart-fret, desirable property and free’ koliiafM, 

* «*> *“ - 

Jw k J itiurtnc > , ^ ,hk, SB r' tr P 0 * tV 


Fax 


or Post informationcoupon. 


property • residential 


France 


CENTRAL FRANCE 



Buy now for the. World 
Cup hi 19981 
Large, four storey, 13 room 
townhouse with cellar and 
attic. Completely rewired 
and replumbed. 
Gardens front and rear. 
(Meeds external decoration) 
£60,000 

Tel: lain or Diane Smith 
01792 233139 



Overseas Property 


ITALY - Marche 


Superb property 
comprising partially 
restored main 
house (290sq.m.), 
adjacent hayloft 
(160sq.m.) and 
5,000sq.m. of land. 
Water and 
electricity. 

Elevated position 
overlooking the 
lake of S Ruffino. 


Forced sale, hence only 

£60,000 ono 


Brian A French 
& Associates Ltd 

Internationa] Real 
Estate Agents 
22-26 Albert 
Embankment, 
London SE1 7TJ 

TU: 0171 735 8244 
Fax: 0171 735 8248 

Member 
FOPDAC, 

NAEA, 

FIABCJ 




Barham 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


East Anglia 




Historic S/D riverside 
cottage. 

Sympathetically restored. 

many traditional 
features, beamed ceiling, 
etc. 

2 bedrooms, living room, 
ldtcheo/diner, bathroom, 
garage/gardens. 

£49,950 



MOISSAC 
40 min TOULOUSE 

Baoutful Township. 

5 ho property: open views, 
j bedims, Ige kit firepbees. 
wooden fire, CH. 

FF1 .200.000. 

Tet 33 4-67 38 09 90 
(France) 

OR 1 305 661 .5918 (USA) 


FRENCH PROPERTY HEWS 
monMy, far your tr«* copy ttia- 
phona (01 BT) 9*71834 


TbLet 


T i Pert Lux specious era bdma 
Stunning hso. Prol fern pr*J. 
Ee»pw.os5saB«an 



T.k-pb^L 


SPANISH DREAMS 

ALMERA+ 

The Reel Spain \Rjr 

F1NCAS. FARMHOUSES. 
COUNTRY. VOLABEAND 
TOWN HOUSES: 
FROM ONLY £4,000 
New Laksskto VBk tram 

essjna me. pm. 

Fun intemWion padt faxn: 
WESSEX HOMES (EUROPE) 

01323 733320 


Classified 
A dvertisin 
also 

appears on 
page 8. 


NR LEICESTER 


Advertise your property through the Independent on Sunday’s highly 
successful Property Gallery-, a marketplace that is tried, tested and works. 

The advertisement appears in the module format shown here, with 40 words 
of copy complemented by a fnfl colour photograph of your home. 

The Cost 

The more Sundays you book, the cheaper the cost per ad:- 

1 x Sunday advertisement costs £95 

2 x Sunday advertisements cost £130 (£65 each) 

3 x Sunday advertisements cost £150 (£50 each) 

FDO! in the coupon below and send payment, a colour photograph and np to 40 words of copy 
to: The Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor, Independent Newspaper, 

1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London £14 SDL 

Desdiine for receipt of eafytjkoto Is the Tuesday 12 days friar to Sunday pubticaDoe. Offer opes to prime advertiser? only, 
cosuflcroal sdrertWng package anibUe o* request. 


NAME TELEPHONE (daytime) 

ADDRESS ; - 

I require lEH 2 EH 3 O (tick appropriate box) Sunday Advertisanetii(s) at a total cost of £„.... 

Please enclose a cheque for this amount made payable to ‘Newspaper Pobfistring Pic' or fiQ in your VtaaMceeas/Amex/Diaere Oab details: 

CREDIT CARD No l 1 I 1 L I 11 I I L I 1 1 1 II I 1 EXPIRY DATE. —SIGNATURE 

For advice or more information please call ‘The Property Team ’ on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 
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Equity funds 
race ahead 


Nic Cicutti on a popular sector 


A s the world's financial 
markets betray the first 
hints of nervousness after 
two years of almost uninter- 
rupted growth, the problem of 
how to continue makiDg gains 
suddenly assumes greater 
importance. With almost 
£20bn in funds, the UK equity 
growth sector is by far toe 
most popular for hundreds of 
thousands of investors. 

Average re turns for this sec- 
tor have been respectable in 
the past 12 months. HSW, the. 
statistics provider, calculates 
the average growth in toe 
value of the 149 funds around 
since 1 December 1995 was 9 
percent, hi toe past two years, 
returns have averaged 30.9 
percent 

The figures show some 
remarkable variations, includ- 
ing the measly 1.6 per cent 
advance achieved by Eagle 
Star’s Environmental Oppor- 
tunities fund and toe 0.4 per 
cent loss nursed by Exeter’s 
Capital Growth unit trust. 

But other funds have raced 
ahead. Baring's UK Growth 
trust achieving 17.4 per cent in. 
the past 12- mdnths^Xmc^i^ 
National’s 223 pear cent and 
Johnson Fry Stater Growth ' 
showing 462 per cent growth. 

For investors, toe most 
important aspect of any deci- 
sion on where to place their 
money is not just a record over 
one or two years but a fund’s 
long-term performance. 

'Die unit trusts in toe graph 
above have all achieved that 
longer-term performance, 
remaining consistently in toe 
top 25 per of funds in the sec- 
tor almost every year in the 
past seven. Some have done so 
even longer. But while toe 
returns are all good, the man- 
agement style can differ. 

Richard Royds, managing 
director of- Mercury Asset 
Management’s unit trust oper- 
ation, says his company’s 
Recovery fund, which shows 
returns of 104 per cent in five 
years, is based on its managers’ 
willingness to change tack if 
they believe toe markets are 
changing. “We changed our 
manager some months ago 
when Paul. Harwood, head of 
our specialist unit, took it 
over,” Mr Royds says. “The 


performance up to then had 
been very good but this gave us 
the opportunity to look again 
at where toe fund was going.” 

Until Mr Harwood took 
over, toe Recovery fund port- 
folio had been heavy on small 
to mid-market firms quoted on 
the Loudon Stock Exchange. 
Since then, given market 
volatility, he has p laced greater 
emphasis on FTSE lQQ shares. 

Fidelity’s Special Situations 
Fund is another to have deliv- 
ered consistent returns, with 
growth of 148.7 per cent plac- 
ing it in fourth position over 
fiveyeais and firat, with 293.9 
per cent, over 10 years. 

A fidelity spokeswoman 
says: “The hind manager is 
Anthony Bolton. The way he 
selects his stocfiSis that almost 
any toare.may at some time 
represent a special situation. 
Generally, valuations will be £ 
attractive in relation *to net 
assets or earnings potential, 
with additional &<%qrs iiwolyed 
which may hatfe a positive 
influence on sham price.” 

For example, toe fund will 
loo k ojut £pr companies in 
itcdv^ysitoa^ihs; hew tech- 
nology, or bids. Investors 
should beware that the fund's 
bias .towards smaller and 
medium-sized companies can 
iead to short-term volatility 
relative to toe benchmark. 

Jim Campbell who man- 
ages one of toe smallest funds 
m the sector with barely £23 m, 
the Commercial Union PPT 
UK Growth Rmd, has also 
remained in toe top 30 over the 
past five years, delivering over- 
all returns of 97.8 per cent He 
says: ‘^Because it is a smaller 
fund, it is possible ro be much 
more aggressive. The risk is 
greater but so is toe reward.” 

The Commercial Unioo • 
fund will hold shares in about 
SO companies, less than is 
usual. But Mr Campbell says: 

“I can concentrate on stocks I 
like. But toe volatility of toe 
market means more bottom- 
up stock selection.” 

Jeff Sanders, fond manager 
at Standard Life, also believes 
in careful stock selection for 
his UK Equity Growth fond, 
which has delivered returns of 
1483 per cent in the past 
seven years. 



loose change 


Bristol & West Building 
Society is reissuing its five- 
year Balanced Guaranteed 
Equity Bond on 2 January, 
which pays interest equal to 
the percen tage increase in 
toe FTSE ICO share. index 
over that period, it is also 
offering a five-year Guaran- 
teed Equity Bond, which 
pays 125 per c ent of a ny 
increase in the FTSE 100 
over toe period. Minim um 
investment is £500. Details 
from society branches. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester, 
which recently scrapped its 
pledge to be at least 0.25 per 
cent cheaper than its big 
mortgage-lending competi- 
tors, is increasing its variable 
rate to 6.94 per cent, starting 
on 23 December for new 
borrowers and 1 January for 
existing borrowers. 

Barclays is offering a new 
edition of its Guaranteed 
PEP, based on a unit trust 
that trades toe FTSE 100 
share index. The trust offers 
foil capital growth plus divi- 
dend yield. Barclays guaran- 
tees that if toe investment is 
held for the full five years, if 


toe value of toe investment 
is lower than the sum ' 
invested, the bank will make 
up toe shortfall. Minimum 
investment is £1,000. Details 
from branches or call 0800 
400100. 

Bradford &Bingley is 
launching a new two-year 

fixed-rate mortgage, pegged 
at 5.74 per Cent over that 
period without having, to 
take out building and con- 
tents cover with the society. 

Leeds & Bbihedc BtriMfog 
Sodety is raising rates for 
savers in its investment 
accounts by an average of 
0.26 per cent! Hie increase 
means its Capital 30, a 30- 
day notice account, pays 4.4 
per cent gross annually on 
savings between £10,000 and 
£24,999, rising to 6 per cent 
for sums above £150,000. 
Details on 0133 2257777. 

The RAC wfll^ffer a “non- 
use discount” to many of its 
members if they do-not use 
its roadside assistance ser- 
vice, giving discounts ranging 
between 13 and 22 per cent 
depending on toe level of 
RAC membership. ’ ‘ 
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* Falling gilts have pushed down pensions, reports Andrew Verity 






* 


T he event didn’t make the front pages of 
noaiy newspapers, but for tens of thou- 
sands of people, the effect was shatter- 
ing. they discovered the income many hoped 
to receive for the rest of their lives suddenly 
dropped in value by up to 4 per cent almost 
overnight. 

Those hit are among the most vulnerable 
sections in society — working people who are 
about to retire. Normally, they would expect 
to cash in their pension fund in order to buy 
an annuity, an income for life. In September, 
a fund of £100.000 might buy an annuity pay- 
ing a level life-time income of £11382 for a 
man aged 65. The same fund today buys iust 
£10,920. 

_ For 8 million people with a personal pen- 
sion or in “money-purchase ” schemes, which 
rely on annuities too. the income they may be 
locked into for the rest of their lives will vary 
alarmingly. More frightening is the way the 
value of pensions has fallen in the past five or 
six years. 

Annuities are mainly linked to the value of 
long-dated gilts. Considered a safe investment, 
these are Government bonds issued as a 
means of raising money. They can rise and fall, 
according to whether interest rates are Hig h or 
low. Low interest rates have therefore affected 
annuity rates. 

Figures from specialist, adviser Ann uity 
Direct show that in 1990, when rates were high, 
a fund of £100,000 might provide an annual 
income of £15.785. Now, it is under £11,000. 
In other words, the falling gilt market has in 
the past six years pushed down pension 
incomes by more than 30 per cent 
Worse, the incomes available from annuities 
are likely to drop even further. Annuities also 
depend on mortality. The longer people live, 
the more it costs to provide a lifetime income. 

This month, new figures are expected to 
show that people are now living 15 per cent 
longer than in the past, to the age of 82 for a 


Annuity rates and FT-AII share 



man, os average, and 86 for women. Roughly, 
this means you need 15 per cent more fund to 
get the same life-time income. Ib -get even 
£10,900, a 65-year-old will need not £100,000, 
but closer to £115,000. 

__ In his 1995 Finance Act, the Chancellor, 
Kenneth Clarke, tried to provide a solution, 
allowing people to get some income from their 
pension fund before they buy an annuity. 

While investors waited for annuity rates to 
improve, they could draw an income worth any- 
thing between 35 and 100 per cent of wbat an 
annuity would give. By age 75, they would have 
to buy an annuity. The reform has spawned a 
huge £lbn market in the new facility, known 
as “income drawdown”. Has it worked? 


Steve Bee, pensions manager at Prudential, 
the insurer, says: ‘The reform bas not bene- 
fited those who suffered most because of low 
annuity rates. And those who have benefited 
never needed it in the first place.” 

There are three crucial reasons. The first is 
charges. Tb pay the person who sold the 
income drawdown facility will cost up to 5.6 
per cent of your fund, or £5,600 on a £100,000 
fund. That compares to 2 per cent in com- 
mission, or £1,000, if you buy ao annuity. 

If the investments in your fund grow enough, 
they may make up for the charges. But the 
growth also has to cover any money you take 
out, otherwise you wfll get Jess in future years. 

The upshot is that drawdown is only for the 


relatively well-off who do not need the maxi- 
mum income. Most providers insist that you 
have a fund of more than £100.000 unless you 
have income from elsewhere. 

Those who need an escape from poor annu- 
ity rates can take advantage of some oppor- 
tunities on offer. Most annuities are bought 
with pre- fixed incomes. More than 70 per cent 
of annuitants buy incomes fixed at a level rate. 
For a fund of £100,000. this might provide an 
annual income of £10,000. 

Incomes can also escalate either by a fixed 
rate (3 or 5 per cent) or in line with inflation. 
But the price is an initial income up to 30 per 
cent less, or £7,000 for the same fund. 

Two options offer the chance to benefit from 
gains in the equity market These are with- 
profits annuities and unit-linked annuities. 

With-profits annuities link the income you 
get directly to the performance of the with- 
profits fund. It will vary according to the 
bonuses announced by the fund, which in turn 
depend on fund performance. Therefore, a fall 
in the market may trigger lower incomes. 
While incomes from with-profits annuities will 
only go up if bonuses do, unit-linked annuities 
benefit in full from rises in the equity market. 
But the pay-back is that unit-linked annuities 
offer no protection against stock market falls. 

The simplest way of boosting the income 
from an annuity is to shop around. The over- 
whelming majority of policyholders buy annu- 
ities from the company that holds their fund. 
If they took took money elsewhere, their 
income could be vastly improved. Annuity 
Bureau figures show that, as of 4 December, 
a 60-year-old man with a fund of £75,000 could 
buy an income of £7.969 a year from Britan- 
nic Assurance- With Scottish Amicable, the 
annuity would be just £6,700. 

Annuity Bureau's managing director, Peter 
Quinton, said: “People who are purchasing an 
annuity must shop around. Not to do so would 
be the same as pouring money down the drain.” 



Danger zone: Buying Christinas presents arid taking advantage of sales is not such a cheerful experience for people who are unable to get credit Photograph: Nick Tapseil 


Tis the season to be almost bankrupt 

Neil Baker reports on ways to restore a good credit rating 




S pare s thought this festive sea- 
son for less fortunate people 
who will not be able to enjoy 
the traditional activities of credit- 
fuelled generosity, binge spending 
and conspicuous consumption - the 
people with bad credit ratings. 

Doing a “proper” Christinas is 
now such an expensive business that 
for many people the most important 
ingredient is not goodwill, smiling 
children or snow - it’s plastic. 

A bad credit rating can be a real 
sickener, but the start of a new year 
is a good time to sort out any debts 
and get the slate wiped dean. 

When you make arty application 
for credit, the lender will usually do 
a score check. Information on the 
application form, such as how much 


money you earn or how long you have 
been in your job, is used to work out 
how easy it w01 be for you to repay 
the money. You could pass this test 
with flying colours, but most lenders 
will also ask a credit reference agency 
to check your application. 

Even if your financial position 
makes you a good credit risk, refer- 
ence agencies hold information 
going back several years. If you have 
had a bad experience with credit in 
the past, the lender may decide not 
to make any credit available. 

Credit reference agencies must let 
you see your file if you ask. Some of 
the information is culled from pub- 
lic sources. But reference agencies 
also hold information which many 
people would regard as confidential. 


Whenever you take out a loan or 
other credit, the agreement you sign 
will state that the lender has the right 
to inform a reference agency if you 
default on the agreement 

Default does not just mean that 
you didn't pay off the money owed. 
One of the big two UK agencies, 
CCN, can know whether you have 
had an unauthorised overdraft or 
whether any cheques or direct deb- 
its have bounced. It will know 
whether you have been late with any 
Joan repayments and, if so, how late 
and how often. 

CCN keeps information about 
country court judgements l CGIs) 
and bankruptcy on your file for six 
years. Information on ■ loans* or 
accounts is held for six years if they 


are active and three years if they are 
dosed. 

It is possible to have your slate 
wiped dean. “Credit repair" agencies 
offer to have CGJs removed from 
your credit file for a fee. But beware 
- last year the Consumer Association 
reported concerns that some of them 
acted illegally. 

More than 1 million CCJs are reg- 
istered each year for non-payment of 
debts and, according to the Con- 
sumers Association, there are three 
genuine reasons for having a CCJ set 
aside: it was registered in error, 
your defence, which should have 
been heard at the time, was not con- 
sidered; or the amount was paid in 
full within a month. If you feel that 
any of those applies in your case, you 


should contact the court which gave 
the judgement Default notices on 
your emit file can be removed if you 
apply to the lender which put the 
notice there - they can tell the credit 
reference agency to remove the 
information. They might be pre- 
pared to do this if payments have 
been brought up to date, if you have 
come to an arrangement to pay. or 
if you are in dispute over the credit 
agreement. 

For a copy of a “ No Credit?" leaflet 
call the OFT on 0181-957 5058. If you 
have problems with debts, then is an 
OFT leaflet called “Debt”. The 
National Debtline phone number is 
0121-359 8501 and the Consumer 
Counselling Service is on 0345 697301. 


Money grows on 
Christmas trees 

Tony Lyons on children’s funds 


C hristmas is a time for giv- 
ing. As well as presents, 
many parents, grandpar- 
ents and relatives will decide to 
give money to a child. 

Many building societies offer 
special children's accounts. 
There are, however, more excit- 
ing ways of putting money aside. 

National Savings has a Chil- 
dren’s Bonus Bond, series H, 
available for savings of between 
£25 and £1.000. It pays 6.75 per 
cent tax-free over the five-year 
term. If encashed early, interest 
is paid at 5 per cent a year. 

For investments between 
£1.000 and £50,000. there is the 
Abbey National five-year Chil- 
dren’s Savings Bond, paying a 
guaranteed 7 per cent fixed on 
sums under £L500. Early with- 
drawals face heavy penalties. 

For something more adven- 
turous, but without guaranteed 
returns, there are two equity- 
linked products. 

Invesco, the fund manager, 
bas the Rupert children's fund. 
The minimum' lump sum invest- 
ment is £50. with regular pre- 
miums beginning at £20 a 
month. 

The fund invests in blue-chip 


stocks in the FTSE 100 index. 

Since 1988, the fond has risen in 
value by just over 1 10 per cent, 
compared to less than 30 per 
cent in building society invest- 
ment. 

The Rupert fond sends cards 
to children on their birthdays. If 
more than £400 is invested, chil- [ 

dren receive a Rupert Bear toy, 
or a Rupert glove puppet if ■ 

there is more than £800 in the i 

account. 

Alternatively, there is a 20- 
year Baby Bond from Tunbridge ; ; 

Wells Equitable Friendly Soci- 
ety. available as a tax-free life 
assurance endowment in the 
child’s name. Maximum invest- 
ment is £25 a month. A single 
premium can be paid which the 
society converts into an annuity: 
a £2.200 lump sum investment 
will provide enough to pay the 
maximum monthly premium. 

Managed by PDFM. the 
investment house, the Baby 
Bond has established itself as a 
good performer. Over 10 years 
and assuming premiums of £25 
a month, its value would be 
£5,713 today, an annual growth 
rate of 12.4 per cent net after 
charges. 


YOUR INVESTMENTS 


IN THEIR HANDS 



DO YOU REMEMBER 98% TAX ? 
INVESTMENT INCOME SURCHARGE ? 


ARE YOU WORRIED ? 


THE INVESTOR'S GUIDE TO LIFE UNDER LABOUR IS ESSENTIAL 
READING FOR ALL INVESTORS. IT IS PROFESSIONALLY 
WRITTEN AND EXTENSIVELY RESEARCHED BY A LEADING 
JOURNALIST 

THIS 20 PAGE GUIDE IS NOT ABOUT POLITICS, IT IS ABOUT 
DEVELOPING PRUDENT STRATEGIES. 
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FOR A FIR GUIDE. COMPLETE AND RETURN COUPON OR FREEPHONE 
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| AND ASX FOR 'THE INVESTOR'S GUIDE TO LIFE UNDER LABOUR' j 


HARGREAVES LANSDOWN ASSET MANAGEMENT LTD 
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Mmh tand m a FREE 'Investor's Guide to Life Under Labour' 
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THERE ARE TWELVE 


DAYS OF CHRISTMAS. 


(WE’RE ONLY CLOSED ON ONE.) 


2 4 h o u rs a day / d a v s a week N o w y o u can pick up t h e p h o n e and g c t 


pensions information or advice and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 


0345 6789 10 


SCOTTISH WIDOWS 


Trir *»ur J*rni« 


II S • *1 H Widow*. tna> hr recorded, Information or eiMiri- will unJv hr pro* idl'd on SrniiiUi Widow* products. I*. lin'd by Srutlbh Widow. Fund & Lift* A«urin<c Society, i mutual company. Rigulaird hy ihr Prrmnil In' r-tm.-nt Authority. 
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on the 
cards 



My biggest 
mistake 


Businessman Santa Claus 


H ^° ul two ago. 

I’d just split up with 
/ I my wife and had a 
cheque Tor about £1,500 to 
come, covering part of the 
proceeds from selling the 
house. On the day the cheque 
came, 1 had a poker game 
organised. 

Wc were playing seven- 
curd stud. Each player is dealt 
two cards face down and one 
face up, then there's a round 
of betting. Remaining cards 
are dealt face up. Quite often 
wc would bcl blind on the first 
round. 

I remember I was showing 
a queen, and the guy opposite 
me a king. He bet £5 blind 
and raised me another £5. It 
all got a bit mad until we’ve 
got £50 in the post without 
even looking at our cards. 

Anyway. I*ve looked at my 
hidden cards and I've got two 
more queens. So I’ve got 
three queens straight away. 
He looked at his cards and 
then at me. Everyone else had 
seen sense and dropped out. 

The next two cards came 
down - two sixes for me and 
two nines for him. I had a full 
house of three queens and 
two sixes and there’s only a 
couple of dozen hands in the 
game that can beat that. So 
I'm pounding in the money 
and he's raising me and I’m 
thinking; This is a dream. I've 
got him’’ Eventually. I put the 
last of my money in and he 
said: ’Well?’ 

I'd got a full house and he 
did too. So I said: 'You’ve got 


three nines, haven't you?’ 
And he said: ‘No, I’ve got 
three king*’ 

After about 24 hoars of 
poker, I $at down with shak- 
ing hands and wrote out a 
cheque to the guy and 
thought: ‘Shit - what did I do 
that for?’ 

I was 23, I was earning 
about £15,000 and I’d never 
lost more than £400-£500 
before. 

When something like that 
happens, everything seems 
detached You're wandering 
round, you can't read, you 
can’t think, you can’t eaL 

The lesson it taught me 
was that if you're going to 
gamble, set aside a separate 
bankroll and don't use the 
money you need for other 
things. 

How much I set aside to 
play with depends on bow my 
luck's been. I might take £300 
with me and if I lose it. I lose 
it On the other hand, I might 
not bet anywhere near that 
amount. 

I started playing poker 
about four years ago.I like to 
think my skills have improved 
since I lost the £1,500 but I’d 
far rather have lost that . 
money than never had the 
experience." 

Santa Claus changed his 
name by deed poll from Ash- 
ley Cotter Caims to promote 
his business providing Father 
Christmases for children's 
parties. He was talking to Paul 
Slade, 


WORLDCOVER 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

call us on 0800 365 121 


Best borrowing rates 


Tsteptara % Rate aid Max Fee Incentive 
Dated adv% 


Redemption 


Fixed rates 

ScatHflX®h BS 0800 590547 
Northern Rock 0800591500 
Lambeth BS 0800225221 
Variable rates 

ScartamgiBS 0800590547 
Hmddey& Rugby 0800774499 
WtetBrramtehBS 01215257070 
First time bayen fixed rates 
Bristol S West 0800 808088 
Universal BS 01912320973- 
NorttwnltockBS 0600 591500 
First tine buyers variable rates 
StaffanfctireBS 01902317317 
Greenwich BS 01818588212 
Mercantile BS 01912959500 


0.95 fori year 85 0.75% 

4.89 to 1/1799 95 £295 — 

745 to 1/1/32 70 £295 — 

0.75% for 1 year 90— — 

3.74% for 2 yeas 70 £250 Free valuation 

5J0%tor3yBao 75 — 1% adv rebated 

1.95 tD 1/10/97 90 275 — 

6.45 to 1/2/00 90 £295 — 

7.49 to 1/1/02 95 £295 — 

L96 to 1/12/97 90 - - 

3.49% for Z yeas 95 £250 — 

5.99% to 1/3/01 90 — Refund vain fee 


lst5yis:G.03%arsunrepa]d 
1st 6 yiSi 5% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yrs:6mffis interest 

1st 5 yrs: 623% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yis! rfe red’d, 3mths Int 
1st 6 yis: 6% of advance 

To 30/9/01: 6-8 mtfts interest 
1st 6 yi* 5% of advance 

1st 6 yi* 5% of Sum repaid 

1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 
1st 5 yis: disaint radaraiad 
1st 6 yis: discount redafaned 


driterhanifflouc 

0800.717505 

Dcrect30 

30 day P 

£100 

550 

et af 

ftar 

tear 

toy 

Maturtly - 

. Fnt National BS 

01232314050 

H^hYWd . 

- 30 day 

£25,000 

6.45 

a iin 

Leopold Joseph & Sons 
Leeds & Htobsck BS 

0171 288 2323 
01132257777 

40 Day Notice .’ 
Postal Boras , 

40 day 
. 3Q/4/98P 

£10.000 

£10.000 

6i2 

7.00 


Telephone APR% 

Unsecured 

Northern Rock BS 0345421421 12SH 

Royal B of Scotland 0800 121125 14.0 

Nationwide BS via local branch 145 

Secured (second charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800240024 74 

Royal B of Scotland 0131 523 7023 9.0 

Midland Bank 0800 494999 9.6 


telephone Accmirt 

Woolwich BS 0800400900 Current 

Alliance & Leicester 0500 959595 Alliance 

Bank to Scotland 0800 805805 Direct Cheque 


Max LTV Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 over 3 years) 


Mffife nsuranee 
£112.66 
£114.78 
£113.15 

Max LTV Advance 

Hag £3K-£15K 
70% £25K-£100K 
90% £5K-nag 


Authorised Unauthorised 

%ptn APR %pm 

0.84 ‘ 105 2.18 

0.76 95 220 

— 11.0 — 


Witt oat insurance 

£10259 

£101.45 

£102.49 

Term 

6ratftstn25yeare 

3 years to retirement 
5 years to 30 years 


IHl 

Telephone 

Card Type 

Min 

ms^ 

Rate 


Annual 

Int free 





Income 

% pm 

% 

Fee 

period 

Standard 









Co-operative Bank 

0800 109000 

Advantage Visa 

— 

0.64N 

750N 

n3 

Odays 

Capftal One Bank 

0800 669000 

Visa 


— 

0.797N 

9.9 ON 

nil 

54 days 

Robert Fteming/SiP 

0800829024 

Mastorcard/Vlsa 

— 

05167 

115Q 

nil 

Odays 

Sold cards 
Co-operative Bank 

0345 212212 

Visa 


£20.000 

050 

1050 

£120 

46 (toys 

RSSArfvatoa 

0800077770 

Visa 


£20,000 

054N 

11.90N 

nil 

56d^s 

Royal B to Scotland 

01702362890 

Visa 


£20,000 

1.05N 

1450N 

£35 

46 days 

nnmm 

: - \ 
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fetaphone 


ftymentby direct debit 


Payment try tofwraetiiods 




% pm 

APR 


%pm 

APR 


John Lewis 

via store 


L39 

18.0 


159 

18,0 


Marks and Spencer D1244 681681 


157 

245 


157 

263 


Seam 

via store 


154 

255 


220 

295- 



APR AmuaSsedpaaitagBatB. B + C BiAtogs aad Coiteris irmranca Wtkm to rake f^Acckkr^sdmssandanenipkmmt 
E Areda&to to ampnhtaSNc motor iasmacepakyhoklana^d over 22 yews. H-Rtfier rate appfes if insuannaBtamnpd 
H Mmtuday rate tora fated period 


AS rata ari^ to dungs vtttenrtn 


Sotuce: MONET/pS , 01632500677 
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Best savings rates 





Portman BS 
Co-Operative Bank 
Direct line 
Direct Line 


01202292444 Instant Access 
0345252000 Pathfinder 
01816671121 Instant Savings 
01816671121* Instant Savings 


4.50 

Yut 

4.75 

Month 

550 

'fear 

5.75 

fear 


Teachers' BS 

01202887171 

Saffian- 

Postal 

Scartrortt^rBS 

0800 590578- 

tostaatbyPost' 

Postal 

Bristol & West® 

0800901109 

Instant Acess Postal 

Postal 

Bristol & West BS 

0800901109 

Instant AcessPastal 

Postal 


4.80 

1/2 tou 

5.70 

toar • 

6.00 

Yaar 


Kh iwo r t Benson 
Halifax BS 
Chelsea BS 
Schroders 


0800 317477 H1CA 
01422335333 AssetRasave 
0800 717515 Ctasac Postal 
01713823301 Special 


Month 
Quarto 
War • 
Month/War 




RutmanBS 

0800 663663 

Fixed Interest Bond 

1 War 

£500 

• 6.60P 

Maturity 

Bristol & Wtist BS 

0800202121 

Year Plus Fixed Rate 

1/5/98 

£5500 

7.0QF 

Maturity ' 

Woolwich 8S 

0800222200 

Faed Rate Bond r 

I'taa 

£1,000 

6.75F 

tear 

CorenbyBS 

0345 665522 

Fired RtoB Bote 

30/11/99 

£1,000 

7.30F 

'fear 







SunBatodngCorp 

01438 744505 

FnodRtoe TESSA - 

5 years 

£8.575 

750F 

'fear 

NatWestBank . 

0800200400 

Frad Rate TESSA' 

5 years 

£5,000 

7.45F 

Tfear 

BteniDgham ttidshires 

0645 720721 

Inflation Beater - 

Syears 

£1500 

7.00 

'fear 

West Brorawch BS 

0990143668 


5 years 

£250 

7.00 

'fear 




Sun Barites Corporation 01438 744505 

Fired Rate TESSA 

5 years 

£9,000 

7.50F 

War 


NatWestBank* - 

0800 200400 

Fixed Rate TESSA 

5 years 

£5.000 

7.45F 

War 


National Counties BS 

01372 747771 


\ 5 years 

£9.000 • 

750 ■ 

War 


WestBranwichBS 

0990 143668 


-5 years 

£250 

7.00 

War 
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Financial Assurance 
Pinnacle Insurance 
Pinnade Insurance 
FmancraJ Assurance 
financial Assurance 


01813803388 
0181207 9007 
01812079007 
01813803388 
0181-3803388 


ffcastie Bank Gibraltar 00 350 76168 Nova Access ' 
Northern Rx*,Guerii 01481 714600 Offshore 30 
Birmingham Mids Gown 01481 700680 Offsore Feed 
Northern Rock, Guem 01481 714600 MHtannhim Bote 


550FN Year 
550FN Year 
-5.95FN War 
620FN ton 
6.40FN Year 


650 Thar 
655 torn 
6.85F Maturity 
7.50F War 


Investment Accoutos 


■ 1 month 

£20 

4J5 

War 




£500 

525 

War . 




£25.000 

5.50 

War 

Income Bonds 


3imnths 

£2000 

" 6.00 

Month 




£25,000 

625 

Month 

Capital Bond 

Series J . 

- 5yoare 

£100 

6.65F 

Maturity 

Fust Option Bonds 


12 ramths 

£1000 

6.00F 

War 




£20^06 

’ 6.25F 

War 

Pensioner's Gleed Income Braid 

Series 3 

5 year 

£500 

7D0F 

.Month 

NS Certificates flax-free) 

43ri issue 

. 5 yen 

£100 

535F 

Maturity 


9th Index knled 

5year 

£100 - 

2_50*rpi Mabffity 

Chadren's Bond 

issue H 

5yes 

£25 

6.75F 

Maturity 

P post only F Hod rate 
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Making the most of the stock market is anything 
but easy. Timing is crucial: you must monitor carefully those 
companies whose shares you own and those worth considering, 
so you can decide on the most appropriate time to buy or set). 

As for foreign shares, which can be very attractive, most 
private investors don't buy them because of high dealing costs 
and the difficulties of choosing and trading them. 

Most significantly, to hold a personal portfolio, you need 
to invest a considerable sum to spread your risk across a range 
of companies whilst baring sufficient shares in each to make 
sonnd economic sense. 

Ml these obstacles can be overcome by buying shares in 
Investment Trust companies. For many people, they are ideal, 
because the risk is spread across a wide range of shares in the 
UK and around the world, investment Trusts have a track record 
of long-term growth, and, what’s more, their charges are low. 

To find out their advantages for the small investor, read 
'Buying Shares in Investment Trust Companies'. It's free from 
the AITC. the Association that speaks for Investment Trust 
companies. Fill in the coupon or call 0171-431 5222. Or visit onr 
internet site on: httpj7www.nLco.uk/aitc 


Thought for the day 
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THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


L.’ I am a private ianstor 
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Company Naim.' . 


1 t Association of Investment Trust Companies. 16 Renting Road, fierirerj, I 

Bffkshjr*. RG 142 DE 

I wan independent adviser rtasexi 
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Cruel Train 

Zola’s La Btlc Huniamc 
stylishly updated to the 
Brighton of the Blit*. All 
aboard with David Suchet, 
Saskia Reeves and Adrian 
Dunbar -BBC2 


High Society 

Who wants to be a 
millionaire? Bing Crosby, 
Grace Kelly and Frank 
Sinatra do. Fine vintage 
late Cole Porter and all that 
MGM gloss -BBC1 



inside back 


Millennium 

The new one from X Files 
creator Chris Carter- and it 
stars Lance Henrikson as 
an ex-FBI agent who has 
exact visions of murders. 
Useful -Sky 1 


The EYE 

Your complete Christmas guide to 
television and radio over the next 14 
days, plus our critics choose the 
season's top 60 films. 



Serena Mackesy 

fn mv week 


I love 
to watch 
the middle 
classes give 
standing 
ovations to 
something 
that, were it 
happening in 
a garage 
near them, 
they would 
be on to 
the council 
about 


T he foyer of the Blooms- 
bury Theatre is scattered 
with bodies. Sl um ped 
against walls, squatting on steps, 
drinking coffee, they look like 
the middle scene in a disaster 
movie: that moment when every- 
one starts to discus rebuilding 
the city, unaware that die Han r 
in the mountains above is about 
to give way. I half-cxpect Steve 
McQueen to pick his way 
through the crowd asking if any- 
one' s seen his wife. 

He doesn't. Instead a lady 
with a clipboard appears, calls 
"anyone else with an 11 
o'clock?" and ushers another 
twentysomething into the audi- 
torium. Everyone is trying to 
look uninthnidated, like cool 
people do. You've got to be 
pretty cool to get into Stomp. 

I have a tot of a thing for 
Stomp. They're noisy 
and funny, and there's 
a wonderful elegance 
about constructing an 
entire show around 
banging brooms, dust- 
bins, hammer handles, 
oil drums, navvies' boots 
and Zippo lighters. 1 
also love to watch the 
middle classes give 
standing ovations to 
something that, were & 
happening in a garage 
□ear them, they would 
be on to the council 
about. Stomp are touring 
Europe next year, and 12 of the 
250-odd people who have come 
in today will be packing their jim- 
jams and joining them. 

The hopefuls file onstage and 
form a horseshoe. In the stalls, 
Luke and Steve hunch in time- 
honoured "thank you, next" 
positions. Luke wears a Donny 
Osmond hat and chain-smokes 
Silk Cut, and Steve, suffering 
from some hirgy, is bundled up 
in about five coats, looking 
miserable. Fraser, Fiona, The- 
seus and Paul old hands at this 
game and blessed with drum- 
mers' arms and dancers’ bodies, 
are there to put the audi doners 
through their paces. Fraser and 
Paul have fags hanging from 
their mouths half the tune as 
well, with that practised care- 
lessness of the really fit 
Luke comes forward, leans 
his elbows on the apron/'Tm 


Luke,’' he says, like nobody 
knows, "and I'm one of the 
directors." He gives a speech: 
an eight-month tour, six 
weeks’ rehearsal, very physically 
demanding, if you've got back or 
knee problems, forget it. By this 
time, people have strip pe d off 
their outer gear and you can tell 
pros from amateurs: the “reaT 
dancers wear those tit-hugging 
cropped halter-ncck tops people 
wear in Staying Alive and cast 
slightly contemptuous “Fve got 
training, you know" lodes at 
those around them. Luke 
continues. "There’s no real 
criteria for Stomp," he says. “So 
if you’re a dancer or a drummer 
you won’t necessarily fit." 

Sheep and goats separate 
quickly. Fiona and the lads pull 
a series of steps at great speed, 
making it look like a stroll in the 



park The air fills with clomping 
noses as people try it for them- 
selves. Half the dancers wear 
that grim frown I remember 
from dreary winter afternoons 
trotting round a school hall while 
a woman in a bouffant wig 
shouted “one-two-three-one- 
two-threef". The others do the 
same, then break into cheesy 
grins as they get it 
Fraser, Fiona and Paul 
demonstrate an eight-tar rou- 
tine stringing together three sets 
of steps and a lot of clattering 
with poles and hammer handles. 
Paul gets off-time. Luke yells: 
"Sack that man! You're a dis- 
grace T Paul boots with laughter. 
“Sony. Can I come back with the 
next group?" “No! Go away!" 
The three of them do it again, 
and this time it's faultless: the 
last bapg of staves on boards is 
like a car backfiring 


TWenty-three people by it. 
Actually, they're not bad. I'm 
glad I'm in the stalls with my feet 

up on a seaL Steve’s mobile goes 
off and he begins a lengthy con- 
versation. 1 guess if you've been 
doing it long enough even the 
sound of hobnails on wood can 
become background noise. 

At the end, everyone has to do 
a solo. Ripples of horror run 
through the ranks. “It’s just four 
bars," says Fraser. u Fuck it. 
Don't be embarrassed. Just do 
whatever." One woman flees 
the stage with herhand over her 
mouth. "Where was she stand- 
ing?” says Luke. “Next to - 
what’s your name?" “Jordy," 
calls her former neighbour. 
"What did you say to her, 
Jordy?" “I toid her she smelt." 

The rest of them, once ft’s too 
late to back out. do their damn- 
dest Again, the peo- 
ple with training are 
easy to spot Same 
try tap routines, 
which sound hack- 
‘ neyed in comparison 
with the crazy energy 
of the real Stompers; 
others do Young 
Generation-style 
jumps, their arms 
waving in faux- 
balletic looseness. 
And then there are 
the others: the ones 
who think up some- 
thing funny to do, or chuck 
themselves into frightening 
breakdance. Every time some- 
one does the splits -and one guy 
goes down so hard on the floor 
you think he'll split all the way 
up - Luke does a little groan of 
sympathy. Another does a body 
slam that shakes the audito- 
rium, and the whole room 
whoops. As each person fin- 
ishes, they run and bide behind 
the line, recovering from the 
shock of exposure. 

Then it’s over. One lot down, 
another 10 logo. Theseus, Paul, 
Fraser and Fiona are going to be 
knackered. As they wait for 
the next batch to file through, 
everyone jokes around, dis- 
cusses lunch. They joke m 
awed tones about the body 
slammer. *7 couldn’t watch. I 
thought we were going to be 
scraping him up off the floor." 
He got a recall. 
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The world according to Dilbert 


T he most interesting fact I 
learnt from my radio this 
week is that there’s a 
business guru called Dr Mike 
Hammer - he was being 
quoted on In Business (Radio 
4, Sun). Fve never been a big 
Mickey SpfDane fan but, as far 
as I can remember, the main 
things about Mike Hammer 
were that he used to shoot 
people quite a lot (one of his 
adventures was called My 
Pistol Is Quick ) and enjoyed a 
ready supply of large-breamed, 
loose-living blondes. This 
sounds to me like the basis of 
a sound management tech- 
nique. and 1 will certainly buy 
tbe handbook if I see ft. 

As it happened. Peter Day 
was actually interested in the 
management philosophy 
expounded by another fic- 
tional character- Dflbert, who 
appears in a daily cartoon strip 
written and drawn by Scott 
Adams. Dilbert is a down- 
trodden functionary in a face- 
less, high-tech corporation - 
his kingdom is a tiny work 
cubicle, his subjects Mr Com- 
puter, Mr Stapler and tbe 
Binder family: outside this 
realm, he is the serf of man- 



Robert Hanks 

the week on radio 


agers who are much more stu- 
pid than he is. Business gurus 

- including Dr Mike Hammer 

- are now lining up to proclaim 
Dflbert a source of profound 
thought on management tech- 
niques, and Adams is cashing 
in on this with a book. The 
Dilbert Principle, which the 
Wall Street Journal has called 
“the best management book 
ever published"; hence an 
entire edition of In Business 
devoted to Dilbert. 

Day tried to place Dilbert in 
the tradition of “Parkinson’s 
Law" ("Work expands so as to 
fill the time available for its 
completion") and “The Peter 


Principle” (in a hierarchy, an 
employee will be promoted 
until they get to a job they are 
no good at; then they trill stick 
there) - profound truths 
expressed through humour. 
Actually, Parkinson’s Law has 
always struck me as a flip, cyn- 
ical generalisation, too broad 
to be really useful (on the 
other hand, “The Peter Prin- 
ciple" is an intuitive, brilliant 
formulation of an obvious 
truth). “The Dflbert Principle’’ 
isn’t even that. Adams had 
some smart remarks to offer 
on the “illusion of content" 
you can create with jargon, and 
the time-wasting idiocy of mis- 
sion statements (Day agreed 
heartily enough to suggest that 
be must have come across this 
sort of idiocy himself - you 
wonder if he "had any particu- 
lar major publicly owned 
broadcast service in mind). 
These didn’t add up to a phi- 
losophy, though, so much as a 
loose collection of vaguely 
cynical attitudes towards mid- 
dle management and man- 
agement gums. The best sum- 
mary of Adams’s thinking 
seemed to be his observation, 
“It's a 10 per cent world" - that 


is, 90 per cent of everything is 
rubbish, and we scrape by on 
the 10 per cent that works. 

If anything, Dilbert fits into 
the tradition of The Gospel 
According to Snoopy and The 
Tao of Pooh (and The Te of 
Piglet) - attempts to extract 
profound truths from what's 
basically appealing fluff. In 
complete contrast. The Great- 
est Story Ever Ibid (Radio 4, 
Mon), the National Theatre of 
Brent's brilliantly funny 
retelling of the Gospels, was 
superficially inane - Desmond 
Olivier Dingle {Patrick Bar- 
low), constantly failing to live 
up to his hugely inflated ambi- 
tions; the bovine "Wallace (Jim 
Broadbent) unwittingly sabo- 
taging all his attempts to 
sound impressive - but con- 
tained surprising depths. 
Some of Desmond's meta- 
physical flights (God the 
ft ther briefing the Holy Spirit 
before he sends it off to earth) 
were oddly thoughtful glosses 
on the Bible; while Wallace’s 
simple-minded gentleness 
brought an unpredictably 
touching quality to the scenes 
in which he played Mary. 
Stupidity has its uses. 


All that - and personality too? 

S ports Review of the Year ’ 1 ~ 

(BBC1. Sun) is a night of 
a thousand dimaxes, con- 


S ports Review of the Year 
(BBC1. Sun) is a night of 
a thousand dimaxes, con- 
densing 12 months of cathar- 
tic endgames into two hours’ 
traffic on your screen. As usual, 
it ended batbeticalJy, even 
fraudulently, as the personal- 
ity award fetched up once 
more in the hands of someone 
with no actual personality. 
Sport at the supreme level 
calls for such extraordinary 
reserves of dedication that hav- 
ing a personality is a needless 
complication, a handicap, like 
an extra weight strapped on the 
back of a jockey. Ir's as if the 
task of streamlining the body 
into a machine has been pur- 
sued to its logical limit: an ath- 
lete with nought per cent body 
fat w31 most likely have nought 
per cent charisma. 

No such problem over in the 
field of academe. A fascinating 
Horizon (BBC2, Mon) intro- 
duced us to geology’s Cheecfa 
and Chong, a couple of roly- 
poJy scientists who reckon 
they've found tbe cause and 
location of what may have 
been the biblical Flood. Con- 
scious that it would constitute 
at least part of the extraordi- 
nary narrative’s allure, Richard 
Curson Smith’s film was care- 
ful to buy into the clich6 of tbe 
scientist as cuddly space cadet, 
the genius who can calculate 
the meaning of life but can’t do 
up his own flies. 

Like any good batting part- 
nership or rowing pair, these 



Jasper Rees 

line week on television! 


two bad evolved contrasting 
styles of cerebral attack. The 
one with the walrus mous- 
tache and baggy shorts, clearly 
together enough to have dili- 
gently honed his wacko image, 
took on the job of remaining 
on nodding terms with the 
intellectual straight and nar- 
row, while behind his col- 
league’s placid grin and bland 
gaze whirred the brain of a fly- 
away lateral thinker. No gim- 
micky upper-lip deep-pile car- 
peting for this guy: he's so 
complicated that if he tried 
growing a moustache he'd 
probably forget not to shave. 

Their hypothesis was that 
the Black Sea was once a fresh- 
water lake, which must have 
been suddenly flooded by tbe 
Mediterranean spilling 
through the Hellespont with 
the force of a hundred Nia- 
garas. As they edged towards 
the conclusive proof of this 


extraordinary theory, the story 
grew very thrilling and the 
storytellers very thrilled. Bless 
them, for they have scintillated. 

Down at the other end of the 
Med, abunch of French Egyp- 
tologists (what's the collective 
noun for Egyptologists? A 
motherhood?) were also scour- 
ing the seabed for clues. Near 
the breakwater outside 
Alexandria lie the ruins of The 
Seventh Wonder of tbe World 
(BBC2, Hies), the ancient 
lighthouse that crumbled into 
the sea several centuries ago. 
Tbe motherhood were granted 
permission to map the site and 
haul up the most priceless 
pieces: Like Horizon, the pro- 
gramme had a proper under- 
standing of the story’s appeal, 
the delicious incongruity of a 
team of paunchy academics 
deciphering hieroglyphics 
through goggles. There's only 
so much excitement you can 
generate on television about a 
scatter of underwater stones. 
Rather than tbe excavated, it 
was the excavators, highly spe- 
cialist sleuths zipped into wet 
suits and crash-trained in 
scuba-diving, who were the 
star turn. In one beautifully 
framed shot, they marched 
along the breakwater in single 
file like militaristic ants on a 
mission to lug mountains. 

The camera loves some aca- 
demics, and some academics 
love the camera. In Night- 
mare: the Birth of Horror 
(BBCl, Hies. Wed) Professor 


Christopher Frayling went in 
for some shameless flirtation, 
but the lens was reluctant to 
succumb to his charm offen- 
sive. While competently telling 
of the genesis of Frankenstein 
and Dracula, he worked his 
socks off to enter the spirit of 
it all. He clambered up 
scblosses, snowshoed across 
glaciers, crept lugubriously 
around graveyards and gener- 
ally camped it up in a tweed 
three-piece and look-at-me 
Rupert Bear scarf. 

AH the while, he was busy 
holding together the shreds of 
his professorial credibility. 
One mfriuge, he's demonstrat- 
ing a vampire’s fang tech- 
nique, the next he’s trying to 
make dogged literary research 
sound sexy. A difficult stunt to 
pull off, this, requiring him to 
come halfway down from tbe 
mountain of academe. Shelley 
was distastefully referred to as 
Mary Godwin's “boyfriend", 
Byron as the “superstar poet", 
but you could catch fleeting 
glimpses of his reverence for 
books. “Two volumes," he 
added point] essly to a descrip- 
tion of a tome Bram Stoker 
read while researching Drac- 
ula. Highbrow plus lowbrow 
equals hybrid: call him Dr 
Fraylingstein, half-professor, 
half-presenter. Spurred on by 
the impulse both to educate 
and to titillate, he’ll probably 
feel most at home in the next 
episode, when he tackles Dr 
JekyU and Mr Hyde. 
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General Situation and 5-Day Outlook: 

A large depression will be slow moving near north- 
west Spain. A ridge of high pressure will extend 
from the Norwegian Sea to eastern Europe. 

Today, most of Scotland will be dry with sunshine, 
patchy cloud and light winds, but it is going to be 
cold. Also, a few snow showers are expected on tbe 
east coast and over the Northern Isles. Northern 
Ireland and Northern England will get some sun- 
shine, but with a scattering of wintry showers and a 
cold easterly wind. The rest of England and Wales 
will be mostly doudy with a biting easterlywind and 
patchy light rain, sleet or snow. 

Sunday and Monday will see cold easterly winds 
across the whole of the country, and they are going 
to be strong to the south. Plenty of fine weatheT is 
expected, but with a scattering of wintry showers 
while sleet or snow is likely in the south. The cold 
weather will then continue through Christmas with 
the winds likely to turn more northeasterly. That 
would bring snow showers to the east, but the sleet 
or snow to the south should move away, while the 
west gets some sunshine. 
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Overhead stars for around 10.00pm in the week 
beginning 21 December 

The constellation Perseus, to be found just about overhead in the late 
evening at present, harbours one of the most foment Of all variable 
Stars - Algol. The Arabic origin of its name, A1 ChuL, means “the 
demon*', or “t be ghoul" - hence its English nickname, “the demon 
star". In old star maps h is often shown as the eye of the monstrous 
Gorgon, Medusa, whose bead Perseus is holding. 

Algol winks because it is in reality two stars waitring around each other. 
On a regular cyde of two days 20 hours and 53 minmes, Algors bright- 
ness plunges as the dimmer of the two stare crosses in front of its 
brighter companion. Normally the second brightest star in Perseus, 
Algol drops nearly a magnitude and a hall Minimum light lasts 20 
minutes. Define and recovery each take four hours. TWo observable 
nrintopa of Algol occur this week: on 23 December at 9.42 pm and on 
the 26 at 630 pm (Tunes are tbe middle of minimum light.) 

Jacqueline Mitton 
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THE INDEPENDENT LONG WEEKEND SATURDAY 21 DECEMBER 1996 



Television preview 

Recommended viewing this weekend 
by Gerard Gilbert 



Gogs Sat 8.50pm BBC2 

Musicals, Groat Musicals Saf 9pm BBC2- ■ 

American VMoins Sun 7:30pm BBC2 
Travels with My Camera Sun 8pm C4 
Arena.- Tony Bennett’s NewYbrk Sun 8.30pm BBC2 
Cruel Train Sun 9.50pm BBC2 


The big picture 

In Bed with Madonna 

Sun 11.30pm BBC2 

Ignoring On the Town (there are 
better Arthur Freed musicals on over 
Christmas), there’s a chance to see 
Madonna (above) doing what she 
does best - and that's not singing to 
the masses of Buenos Aires, in 
Bed... is her film diary of the 
1990 Blonde Ambition Tour. The 
rigorously choreographed concert 
routines are blinding, while the 
backstage stuff is by turns wry 
(witness her put down of Kevin 
Costner) and eye-boggling. Never 
forget, though, who's In charge here. 


A head honcho at MGM in Hollywood once 
asked the studio's producer of musicals, 
Arthur freed, whether he would audition his 
daughter singing at the piano, freed agreed - and 
was later asked by the bigwig what be thought of the 
girl’s singing. “Very nice,” he replied, “but I hired the 
piano player.” 

The piano player turned out to be Roger Edens, 
and another cog in the impressive machine that Freed 
bu3t up at MGM during the Forties and Fifties - a 
team that included Busby Berkeley, Vincente Minnelli, 
Stanley Donen and a repertory company led by Judy 
Garland, Gene Kelly and Mickey Rooney. This 
was the great period of American musicals (Freed 
produced The Wizard of Oz Meet Me in St Lotus, 
Singm 1 in the Rain and An American in Paris - ail of 
which are showing on TV over Christmas and New 
Year) and Musicals, Great Musicals (Sat BBC2) is a 
handsome and definitive guide to it 
Freed imported most of his talent from Broadway, 
which the charming Italian-American crooner, Ibny 
Bennett, made has home during the 19S0S. Aran: Tony 


Bennett's New Tbrk (BBC2 Sun) finds Bennett alive 
and well and even being adopted by the MTV- 
generation as •'The King of Cool”. Actually, Bennett's 
intimate, microphone-hugging style is anything but 
“cool". It's restrained and- stylised, but passionate. 
And the man - painting, singing and still politically 
engaged - is certainly not “cool" in the narcissistic, 
fashion-magazine meaning of die word. 

Ian Hislop's satirical comedy. Gabble, which was due 
to go out tonight, has become a victim of the E. coli 
bacteria. It was deemed an insensitive time to run a 
storyline about a “mad turkey disease" food scare. All 
is not lost on the drama front, however, because we still 
have Cruel Train (Sun BBC2), Malcolm McKay's 
very fine adaptation of Emile Zola's La Bite Humaine 
-updating the classic thriller to the Brighton of the Blitz. 
It :starts with a murder, as railway clerk David Suchet and 
his wife (Saskia Reeves) stab Reeves’s rich and abusive 
godfather to death on the Lcwdon^to-Biigbtoo train. 
Things deepen and twist when Reeves starts an affair with 
the only witness to the deed (an engine driver played by 
Adrian Dunbar) and Suchet takes up gamblingwith the 


dead man’s five-pound notes. Reeves is terrific — sexy, 
treacherous and vulnerable, all in one roll of her nchly 
suggestive eyes. . ■' ' 

The two Cardiff-based creators of Gogs (Sat BBC2), 
Deiniol Morris and Michael Mott, were apparently 
invited to “talks” by Steven Spielberg after he saw 
this new five-part animated senes about a prehistoric 
family ' (Vfe have jet to hear what happened next). 
It’s being touted as a Britain's answer to The Simpsons, 
but I should forget all about that The animation is clever, 
but the humour is crude and the characters are hindered 
by only being able to. grunt instead of talk. The new 
101 Dalmatians has -s imilar problems with'- its doggie 
characters, by all accounts • 

American Virions (Sun BBC2) finds the USAemeig- 
ing from the Second World Vfer as a superpower, and its 
art fragmenting into the Beat and Pop movements, pro- 
ct iiring the likes of Warhol, Pollock and Rothko. TDraveks 
with My Camera (Sun G4) has DJ John Peel tzicsiagfee 
autobahns of Germany and meeting some oftite ’people 
who have tuned into his broadcasts for British Forces radio 
over the years ^ ~ civilian Germans to the man aid: woman. 



\ > 


The big match 

Aston Villa v Wimbledon 

Sun 3pm Sky Sports 1 

Virmy Jones (above) will be in a \ 
penitent maxi after befog fined for 
his piece of jovial leg-pulling Tn last 
Saturday’s Sun - so Aston Villa's 
frontmen had better beat thew most 
evasive: The Crazy Gang a/® the 
shock troops of this year’s . j: 
Premiership, and' they are current^ • 
sitting in there at third. Villa, mea>- . 
while, should have their own bad 
lidy back on duly - as their gpaRe; 

' Mark Bosnich (he of the Nazi-stytar ‘ 
salute),. returns from an ankle injury 


Saturday television and radio 


BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.05 The Fink Panther (1090889). 

725 News and Weather (5601841). * 

7.30 Children’s BBC: The Dwarf Tree. 7.40 Speed 
Racer. 8.05 Alvin and the Chipmunks. 8.30 The 
New Adventures of Superman. 

9.15 Live and Kicking. Zoe Ball and Jamie Theakston 
introduce Thateherite popsters Spice Girls, Esther 
Ranteen and Heartbreak High’s Sebastian 
GokispinkFS) (34955995). 

12.12 Weather (7224763). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 
1.05 Racing from Asoot: the 1.10 The MfTTE 
Group Kennel Gate Novices’ Hurdle Race. 1.20 
Swimming: action from the British Short-Course 
Championships at Pond's Forge in Sheffield. 1 .40 
Racing; the 1 .45 The Lor® Walk Hurdle Race. 
1.55 Swimming: continued coverage from Pond's 
Forge- 2.10 Rating: the 2.20 The Betterware Cup 
(Handicap Steeplechase). 2.35 Skiing: highlights 
from the Men's Downhill from Val Gardena in Italy. 
2.50 Showjumping: coverage of the VWvo World 
Cup qualifier at Olympia. 3.50 Football Half-times. 
4.00 Swimming. 4.40 Final Score (45700686). 

520 News and Weather (6810131). * 

5.30 Regional News and Sport (556421). 

5.35 The Simpsons Christmas Special. Homer decides 
to earn extra cash by becoming a department store 
Father Christmas (S) (849082). * 

6.00 Jim Davidson's Generation Game (5) (70792). * 

7.00 Noel's... and the Winner Is. Noel Edmonds 
presents prizes to fordinary people" who have done 
bizarre or comical things over the year. Eddie 
Izzatti, Susan George, Bobby Dam Frank Carson, 
Carol Vorderman and Louise have all been 
persuaded to take part (S) (472131). 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. No Mercy perform their 
new single C5J (163315). * 

8.05 Casualty. The Hoi by Christmas party (theme: 
James Bond) and Jude has to break her news to 
Matt (S) (640266). * 

9.00 Goodnight Sweetheart In the absence of Ian 

H stop’s political satire. Gobble fits storyline about 
"mad turkey disease" was deemed unsuitable for 
airing during the current L coli outbreak in 
Scotland), a double-bill of the time-travel sitcom 
(S) (2790353). * 

9.50 Birds of a Feather (R) (S) (343547)* 

10.20 News and Sport (Followed by Weather) (781976). 
10.34 National Lottery Update (4701 31). 

1035 Match of the Day. Everton v Leeds United is the 
main event (Si ( 1 7861 79). * 

11.40 The Stand-Up Show (S) (577353). 

12.15 Top of the Fops (R) (S) (66377). * 

12.45 B3£l The Wiz (Sidney Lumet 1978 US). Stagnant 
updated version of The Wizard of Oz, featuring an 
all-black cast Diana Ross is Dorothy (now a 
schoolteacher in Harlan), Michael Jackson is the 
Scarecrow and Richard Pryor Is The Wiz 
(85566613). 

2.55 Weather (8724342). To 3.00am. 


7.05 BOB Mirade on Main Street (Steve Sekely 1940 
US). A depressed cabaret dancer discovers an 
abandoned baby on Christmas Eve. Water Abel 
and M argo are the stars (9070599). 

820 BBS Peter Ibbetson (Henry Hathaway 1935 US). 
Vary odd and strangely memorable adaptation of a 
George Du Maurier story in which two levers, Gary 
Cooper (alive but in jail) and Ann Harding (dead 
but in heaven) communicate in dreams. The 
surrealists loved it, apparently (2534599). * 

9.45 Sports Review of the ^fear, 1996. Another chance 
to watch last Sunday's goings on (S) (491402). * 

11.45 F8m 96 with Barry Norman. Bazza on Evita-from 
last Monday (181808).* 

12.15 HWSl Captain Horatio Homblower (Raoul Waish 
1951 UK). Gregory Ffeckplajs CS Forester's 

Napo leonic War naval hero (81 6808). * 

2.10 DEB The Big Country (William Wyler 1958 US). 
Gregory Peck again, this time as a peace-loving 
Easterner who steps into a wild west cattiecountiy 
feud. Decent stuff, although - in the cinema, at 
least -the human drama is somewhat swallowed 
up by the vast panoramas of the south-western 
United States (9081 8995). 

4.50 TOTP 2 (S) (1700112). 

535 Gluck, Gluck, Gluck. Malcolm (Suck recommends 
good-value wines tor Christmas (3) (555131). * 

6.05 The Cat Show. The National Cat Club's centennial 
show at Olympia (S) (297082). 

6.55 Affairs to Remember (S) (696308). 

7.00 Christinas in Vienna. Concert of traditional and 
modem seasonal music from Vienna. Placido 
Domingo and, er, Michael Bolton join China’s 
leading soprano, Ying Huang (5) (5889). 

8.00 What the Papas Say. Steve Crawshawe of the 
independent reviews the press (Sj (763599). 

8.10 En terprise Cufiure Revisited. A fresh soup supplier 
and a venture capitalist and how they’ve fared 
since the high days of Thatcherism (S) (439247). 

8.50 Gogs. See Preview, above (S) (204421). * 

9.00 Musicals, Great Musicals. See Preview, above (S) 
(6105421). 

1025 SSI On the Town (Gene Kelly, Stanley Donen 
1949 US). F^rtfy filmed on the streets of New fork 
(revolutionary, then, tor an MGM musical), 
producer Arthur Freed revamped the charming and 
sophisticated Broadway show about three sailors 
(Gene Kelly; Frank Sinatra and Jutes M unshin) with 
24-hours' shore-leave in Manhattan. The result is a 
bit on the over-hearty side (65851 8).' 

12.00 The Second Greatest Stray Ever Told. Drama set in 
1960 and starring Mira Sorvino as a nice New York 
Jewish girt who takes a day trip fo Coney Island 
and ends up with an immaculate conception. 
Malcolm McDowell co-stare (4061803). * 

12.50 REM Road Movie. The gloomy American rock 
superstars in concert in Geoiga (S) (3706006). 

135 Weather (8012716). To 200am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 4.50 The Car's the Star. 5.10 Gluck, 
Gluck, Gluck. 5.40 Wales on Saturday. 


6.00 GMTV: 6.00 News. 6.10 Mote in the Hole. 6.30 ' 
FYofessor Bubble. 6.50 Barney and Friends. 7.20 
Bug Alert! 7.45 Disney’s Wake Up in the Wikf 
Room. 835 Gargoyles (7623421). 

925 Cartoon Tone (3933599). 

935 BUM Never a Dull Moment (Jerry Paris 1967 US). 
Not strictly true, as dull Disney comedy has failed 
actor Dick Van Dyke being mistaten tor a gangster. 
Edward G Robinson co-stars but cant realty help 
(55358976). 

1130 The Chart Show (S) (19334). 

1230 Champions of the Future (57841). 

1.00 News. Weather (82971 686). 4 

1.05 Local News, Weather (82970957). * 

L10 Cartoon Time (82984150). 

1.20 Movies, Gaines and Videos (3 0083247). 

1.50 The Making of Evita (61 15995). 

2.45 BB Splash! (Ron Howard 1984 US). Likeable, 
almost excel lent fantasy in which Tom Hanks is 
saved from drowning by mermaid Daryl Hannah 
and fells in lave with hec John Candy is let of the 
leash as Hanks’s playboy brother and Eugene Levy 
does a good comic turn as a nutly professor 
involved in the sub- plot (S) (776605). * 

4.45 News and Results (Then Weather) (8589860). * 

5.05 Local News, Sport, Weather (8673334). * 

520 Cartoon Time (6812599). 

530 Sabrina the "teenage Witch (1 79). * 

6.00 Radiators (SJ (65860). * 

7.00 Bfind Date (S) (2315). * 

8.00 Family Fortunes (S) (1082). * 

8.30 News, Weather (944537). * 

8.44 Weather (131 537). 

8.45 BIB Romancmg the Stone (Robert Zemeckis 
1984 US). Oft-screened comedy adventure in 
which romantic novelist Kathleen Tumergets 
involved in the sort of story she is only used to 
dreaming up - being chased around South America 
byfenaticalgeneralsahd drug barons. Michael 
Douglas’s the hero (S) (291599). * 

10.45 Jack Dee’s Christmas Show. Pulp and Uly Savage 
are the guests (S) (905792). * 

1130 IBB St Elmo's Fire (Joel Schumacher 1985 US). 

A sort of twentysomething Big Chill, which follows 
seven college graduates as they face the trials arid 
tribulations of the adult world. Brat-pacteis Rob 
Lowe, Demi Moore, Andrew McCarthy, Emilio 
Estevez and Andie Mac Dowell star (359995). * 

1.25 Fimny Business (SJ (3785880). 

2.00 BB The Escapist (Eddie Beverly Jnr 1983 US). 
Stuntman Bill ShiTk attempts to become the 
world's greatest escape artist You only have to go 
to bed (68 174). 

330 The Chart Show (R) (S) (8258613). 

435 BB B Spooks Run Wild (Phil Rosen 1941 US). 
Mock horror vehicle for the exhausting East Side 
Kids finds them sent away to summer camp, where 
th^ encounter Nazi spy rings and Bela Lugosi in 
his creepy country mansion (2191174). 

530 News (57025). To 6.00am. 


6.00 Early Morning: SesameStreet (R) (68266). 

7.00 The Magic School Bus (R) (S) (93353). 

730 Reafy WSd Animals ( 1944976 fc'- ■} 

735 Hong Kong Pfmoey (77) (44814*2.4). 

8.10 Ktog Arthur and the Kri^ifeoF Justice (R) 

(7747044). 

835 Hang Time (S) (6778976). 

9.00 The Morning line (5)01 0821. 

10.00 Gazzetta Footed Haifa (78044). 

11.00 Blitz! (SJ 08808). 

lZOOSfriOn(5) (28841X 

1230 Inside the Vatican. ‘The Inquisition, Mussolini 
arto other skeletons In Ihe Vatican cupboard 
(R) (S) (9803082). * 

130 The Living Sea (S) (30081889). 

1.50 BB Lust far Ue (Vincente MinnsKr 1956 US). 

Ambitious, thoughtful and a touch dull - 
Kirk Douglas plays Vincent Vbn Gogh; slowly, 
going mad In the French countryside, as 
Minnelli takes less liberties than most Hollywood 
directors with the Dutch maestro's biefeiapby 
James Donald plays his brother, Theo, and 
an interest^ cast a Iso includes Pamela Brown, 
Anthony Quinn (as Gauguin) and Lionel Jeffries 
. (S) (84308860X * 

4J)5 The Lie Detectors. Repeat Witness film about 
private detectives (R) (S) (1829976). * 

. 5.05 Brookskte Omnibus (S) (4954860). * 

630 Flight to Reply. Access programme hosted by Roger 
Bolton, who invites disgruntled viewers to confront 
. progam m e-matos inttiestuflo (S) (686)-.* 

7.00 News Surranary and Weather (827841). 

7.05 BD The Adventures of Baron Munchausen 
{Terry Gilliam 1 989 UK). The ex-python's 
inventive, tifeds-heavy recounting of the 
picaresque tall tales of the eponymous 18th- 
century wanderer. John Neville takes the lead, 
voyaging to a city on the moor and Rican's 
foundry inside Mount Etna, by way ofthe stomach 
of a monster fish. Eric idle, Uma Thurman, Oliver 

■ Reed, JonathanPryce and an uncredted Rabin 
Williams (roster (71149131). * 

925 ER. Greenes sued far malpractice, and it> 
wedding bells for Hathaway and Tagfieri 
(R) (S) (351976).* 

10-20 BB Ban<ft Queen (Shekhar 1994 Ind/UK). 
Powerful but muddled telling ofthe story of 
the female Indian banrflt, Phoolan Devf-disowned 
by Devi herself and banned by the Indian 
authorities. Seema Biswas plays the low-caste 
avenger, spreading terror tfuraihout Uttar ftadesh 
in the 1980s (S) (24707353). 

1Z35 Late Licence Introduction (7072483). 

1236 Sting in Oslo. Greatest hits from the Norwegian 
capital, circa 1994 (R) (14230648). 

Z40 The New Twisht Zone. A department-store Santa 
is sacked on Christmas Eve... (SJ (4628667). 

3.05 Mr Don and Mr George 0?) (S) (82479377). 

335 The Real World (SJ (8351754). To 4.30am. 


ITV/Regions 

■BBIU 

As London eccepb 1230pm Movies. Games and 
Videos (57841X L04 AngTa Afr Vtttch (32971686). 
140 FtoeTtHBbnfcShawdOMi (60654889*. £04 
Anglia Air Watch (6834711). 1.25am Ffeit: Bob 
and Card and Ted and Alice (877396 X 3.28am 
Fftrc Code Name: Zebra (632071). 5-00-5-3G»n 
International Touring Care (39716). 

csrauL 

As London except 1230pm Merries, Games and 
Videos (57842JL lJO Eastern Mix (8U0841X L50 
Airwdf (6115995). 5.10 Central Match- Goals 
Match (5977334). 330am Central JoHMer *96 
(476131. 5.0&-530am Asian Eye (39716J. 

HUT -. 

As London etoepfc 1230pm Movies, Gamas arid 
Videos (57841) UO tMsst The House QTps&TBS- 
Spedal ( 7306137). Wales: The EJactro Chair 
(30 086334). 1.40 Wales: Touring-Cars 
(21092686). 1.45 West No Natedlfemss 
(857599). 2.10 Hhfes; Knight RMBr (524S2JJ. 
24S Mist Work) afWondBr(4S3537X 30MU* te 
Carttibn Time (87229ft) ~ 3ft 5 .Ffcn&mest 
-Saws Christmas (355976L L25amFlm:Boband 
Card and Ted and Alice (8773961 330am Fflm: 
Code Name: Zebra (63207W 5.00530am ln- 
temafiond lowing Cars (3971®. **- 

HBtiDMK ts 

As London except 1230pm- Movies, Games and 
Videos (57841). UO Errtegatfooal Tou*jg Cars 
(30086334L 1.40 Beacb 
ZI5 The Elf Who Saved Christmas (4&2S6). 
135am FflAn Bob arid Carol and Ted teWAIIce 
(8773961 330am Cafe- Name? Zebra 
(632071). 5.00-530am Reesoeen (39716). 

mnxfixm 

As London except 1230pm Merries, Games and 
videos 078411 1140 FBnt The Btodc Showdown 
(60634889). 135am F*rfe Bob and Carol and Ted 
and Alice (877390. 330anr Fftrc Code Name: 
Zebra (632071). 5.00-530am International Tour- 
lngCais(397ieDL ... 

MB'"- 1 

AsCCexcept 10.00am Rookies (52518). 1030 
New Gamesmastar (44889). 1230 Moriewatch 
(8871 IX 1.00pm lonely Planet (9439518). 1.45 
ram: The Black Swan (40874179). 330 Him: 

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court 
(19320686). 630 The Reel Holiday Show 
(686). 7.00 News (4762311 7.15 Noson Laweh 
(3612995). 8 20 Chwyfdno Yn NWr Na NV3g 
(982537). 830 Ixj n Goed (4085371 935 Fftiu 
Untamed Love (35684334). 11.05 A Barfed Can- 
cSdate (206063). 1235240amSHngLlmteOslo 
(14230648). 


.-:Ti 



Radio 


Radiol 

07M) WH.-W) 

7.00am Kwm Greening 10.00 Dave 
rtarcc 12)0 Jo Whdey 4.00 John 
fVrt. See Chace. 7.00 Porry Ram- 
pVng Lem^ocms Dance F^rty 9.00 
Rado I Rap Show 12X0 The Reg- 
gse Dancehall N4e 2.00 Lswmal 
Mw 4.00-7.00*m Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

'PNOHM; W 

6.00am Mo Durta B.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Slew Wright 1.00 
Arthur Smith’s Arousing Bits 130 
Smith and Jones Sound Off 2.00 
jurii Spiers 4.00 Nick Baoactough 

5.00 The Tycoon of Teen 6.00 So 
Hera It if-, Merry Christmas 7.00 I 
Write the Songs 730 A Southwark 
CJ-nstmas 9.30 [Uvwl Jacobs 

10.00 Bob Hants 12.05 Charles 
hhw 4.004.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

■■.vi’&artwr 

6.55am Weather. News Headlines. 

7.00 Record Review 

8.45 An Advent Calendar. 

9.00 Chnstnus 

930 Cnncs 1 enoevs. See Choice. 

11.00 The Record industry Today. 
With the media still Ml ul itoam 
and Rioom about trie state ot me 
record industry. Anttxmy Burton 
discusses the issues with record 
company ^ecutwcs. 

1130 Reissues of the 'teat 
Richard Osborne is pmed by 
Covtd Mdlur and Robert Cowan 

to disruis me best reissues ot 
1996 

12.00 PVivato Pistons. Michael 
BcrVi-tis talks to Sir Claus 
Msncr. cttairman of the British 

Museum Develppnient Reid. 

whose musical etwees inclufle 

chan-nw «orka by Schubert. 

Mccart and Beethoven. 

1.00 News: Vmtagp Years. Annette 
Mottcju e»ok3ie5 the hie and 
rrcprd'r^?. rf Austnan ce first 
Emanuel Feuamann. 13. 4). 

330 The BBC Orchestras. Rach- 
nunino*: Rhapsody on a Theme 
ci Ftifpnini, Sympiwty No 1 in 
Dnunar 

4.15 A Portrait ot Nicholas Lanier, 
tbul Afihor and Chnstepher Wil- 
sen perterm a selection ot 
Lanin's jongs. 

5.00 Jaa? Recwd Requests. 

5.45 The Goruaga Court. The Me- 
sa Dorronicalls by Wert, punctu- 
ated with motets by Contmc and 
Guflieima Gonraga. 

630 Lwe firm the Met A Mtisum- 
roe; N-ghfs Dream. A magically 
evocative and humorous operatic 
sure &v Benjamin Bn Hen. 



Choice 


The afternoon play is A Little 
Princess (2.30pm R4) - Francis 
Hodgson Burnett's story of a 
spoiled girt being plunged into 
poverty and getting what's coming 
to her. For the discerning musician. 
Record Revfew offers the annual 
Critics' Choice (930am R3), and 
John Peel counts down the 
Festive 50 (4pm Rl). 


10.00 Speaking umes. Kevin 
Jackson examines Ernst 
Junger’s bfe and witting m the 

light of a new HQgaphy and 
talks to John Keegan about the 
current popular interest in mili- 
tary htstory. 

1030 Andrea Marcowcd. The 
singer recorded m cabaret last 
June at Pisa on the Rirfc, 
where he performed theatre (ove 
sonjs by Kero, ROdgere and 
Hart, Hammeretem, Gershwin, 
Lernec Wein and Sondheim. 

12.00 Now and Then. Judith Weir 
Distance and Enchantment. 

Thea Musgrave: Ele®. Oomus. 

1230 Mstenoso. Continuing his 
evploratian of the l»fc of panel 
and composer Thdonmus Monk, 
Ian Can concentrates on 1959- 
60, a period graphtcafly recalled 

by saxophonist Steve ucy 

1.00 Through the Night With Don- 
ald Madeod. 

5.00-6.00am Sequence. 

Radio 4 

6.00am News. 

6-10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Ffoyer for the Day. 

7.00 Today. 

9.00 (LW) Test Match Special. Live 
coverage from Bulawayo erf day 
tour of the First Test. With com- 
mentary by Peter Baxter. Hairy 
Btefeld and Simon Mann. 

9.00 (FM) News. 

9.05 (FM) Sport an 4. 

930 (FM) Breakaway, 

10.00 (FM) Loose Ends. 

11.00 (FM) The Week m Westmin- 
srw. 

11.30 (FM) Best of EuroFil*. 

12.00 (FM) waiters' Winter Wore 
deriand. John Walters takes a 
jjureficed view of Chnstmasses 
pasL recalling the carte stfgere 
who refused m do requests and 
the mysterious anmai case of 
the msang nutcrackers. 

1Z25 News Quc ot the Year. (FM 
only urffll 12.55pm) (2/2). 


1.00 News. 

1.10 (FM) Any Questions? 

1.10 (LW) Test Match Specs*. Fur- 
ther coverage ot the First Test, 
fourth day from Bulawayo. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 (FM) Any Answers? 

2.00 (LW) Test Match Special. 

230 Saturday Playhouse: A Little 

Princess. IFM arty unlit 
3.00pm} Drama in which a 
wealthy glrf disewere a different 

side to life when she is forced 
into poverty- Quickly teaming 
that kindness and imagination 
count for more than money. 

See Gtoree. 

4.00 Making History. Continuing 
Ws profile of the work of histori- 
ans, Christopher Andrew meets 
a Cambridge don who has found 
a new lease at life thanks to the 
muss of Walter, comforts a 
near siaddal PhD student and 
discovers some of the major In- 
ternational secrets to be found 
on the Internet. 

430 Ad Lib. Robot Robinson talks 

to five pees of the realm about 
the problems and privtieges of 
their positions. 

5.00 Missing m Audln. Texas. A 
pntffe of the American actress 
Nancy Cote, who disappeared in 
19S7 en route from Austin, 
Texas, to New Ortons. 

5.40 In Celebration. A tight-hearted 
look at that membrophomc mar- 
vel, the kazoo. 

6.00 Six O’clock News. 

535 Week Ending. 

6.50 AH About Eve. 

730 Kaladascnpe Feature. Mid- 
lands vocal group Black Voices 
talk about how they have been 
influenced by graving up with 
the Gospels, and perform selec- 
tors ftmi their repertoire. 

730 On These Days. 

330 Saturday Ng£it Theatre: Pau- 
pers and Ptg Killers. Dramatisa- 
tion of the diary of Somerset 
parson, William Htetend, who is . 
having trouble collecting tithes 
ot! the farmers at harvest time, 
despite his resolution to get 


everything In on time. 

935 Classics with Kay: 

930 Ten to Ten. 

1030 News. 

10.15 Newgrte Calendar. By 
Christopher Denys. A dramatisa- 
tion of the life and times of no- 
torious Newgate inmate, 
Jonathan Wilde. (1/2). 

11J5 Kin. Dame Kiri Te Kanawa 
teas June Knot-Mawer about 
her dabut perfor ma nce in New 
York. 

11-45 Unde Morfs Cette Fringe. 
By F^ter Dnniswood. Carter 
Brandon continues his journey 
through Wales in the com pany 
te his Unde Mort 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story. The Christ- 
mas Party. By Dina Mehta. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 
1.00-6JXtan As World Service. 

Radio 5 

1691 909ft HI) 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 630 The 
Breakfast Show 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 11.05 
Top Gear 1135 Hold the Front 
Pag? 1ZP5 Sater and Ke4y Up- 
front 1_05 Sport on Five 6.06 Six- 
O-Six 8.05 The Treatment 9.05 
DaByn UK 10.05 Brief Lives 1035 
Word Up! 11.00 Nitfit Extra 
12.05 N&d Talk 2.00 Up All 
Night 5.0M 30»n Morning Re- 
pots 

Classic FM 

(loofl-wiafittFM 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Count- 
down 1Z00 Gwdening Forum 

1.00 Alan Mam 4.00 Nick Batten 

7.00 Rusian Revdation 8.00 
Evening Concert Berlkre UEnfance 
cto Christ 10.00 The Classic Quiz 
1230 Andre Leon 4.00 The Travel 
Guide 5.00-6. 00am Michael Re- 
store 

Virgin Radio 
(ms.im-mibwmtsknD 

6.00am iarwy Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ and Jonh's Greatest Hits 

10.00 Jeremy Clark 2.00 Mark 
forrestSDO Lynn Rusons 1030 
Rohm Bates 230-6.00am 
Howard Pearce 

World Service 

tt&&M 

1.00am Newsdesk 130 
Quota. ..Unquote ZOO Newsday 
230 Feopto& Ratifies ZOO Naivs 
335 Spots Roundly 330 Music 
feview 4.00 Newsdesk 430 Short 
Story 4A5 On the Move 5.00 
Newsday 530-fLOOam In Praise 
Of God 


Satellite 


snri 

730am My Utile Fhny (89025991 
735 Dynamo Duck (62856241 730 
Deity and Hb Friends (322661 830 
Oraon and ODvta (875281 830 Free 
WBy 1868891 930 The Best teSafly 
Jessy Raphael (604701 lQjOODesfei- 
ireVHbmen (19204). 1030 Murpfy 
Brown (993531 1130 Paricr Lewis 
Cart Lose (264211 1130RaafTV 
1 271501 1230 WWF (290821 1-00 
Star 1tek Mnathon: Star Vter (710421 
22)0 Star Trek - The Nod Generation 
(697631 330 Star Trek -The Nat 
Genatekm (382661 430StarTrek- 
The Ne« Generation (277733. 530 
Star Trek- Deep Space Mne(E257Dl 
730 Star Trek - Vtwr (689951 8.00 
A Captain’s Log (443251 9-00 Outer 
Limits (642 791 1030 The ExbaonS- 
nary (672661 1130 Stand and Deftrer 
(18402). 1130 The Movie Show 
(292681 1200 Dream On (9P7541 
1230 ThB Fifth Comer (932721 130 
The EdgB (909841 230-730am Hit 
Mix Long Ptay (35087). 

90(1 

7.00pm Earth 2 (118215(9 . 830 Jag 
(11685701 930 VR5 (11883341 
1030 Tales from the Ctypt (79725281 
1030 Tales from the Crypt (798Q265L 
1130 The Hit M* (15060441 1230 
F*re Blly Budd (1962) (29089901 
230-7.00sm Htt kttr(5254274l 

aorwiES 

630am QA Rescue (1994) (776861 
830 Heart Lte a Whed (1983) 
@76051 1030 A Farted Capte 
(1979) (1206311230 A Christmas 
Without Snow (1980)1872281 230 
Gypsy (1993) (25624353). 435 Cops 
and Robberauns (1994} (760971311 
630 Baby* Day Out (1994) (610821 
830 The SpecMst (1994) (405991 
1030 Jixfea Dtedd (1995) (9139571 
1L40 Oyat te Obsession (1994) 
(1791191 120 Judge Dredd (1995) 
(5804831 Z55 Car 54, Where Are 
You? (1994) (86935321 4-20€3Qam 
Batys Day Out D994) (859289381. - 

HtinEOHMB. 

630am Lancer Spy (1937) 

(4762842). 730 Dutter BMs 
(1942) (1492624). 840 Wake Up and 
□ream (1946) (245159761 10JL5 
The Face on the Milk Carton (1935) 
(210471121 1230 Mttrifcri Run for 
four Life (1994) (785701 230 The 
Christmas Coal tone Ntiraae (1977) 
(498601 4.00 Mcntey TroutKe (2SS4) 
(62861 630 White Aft Ik The Myth 
teUte White W#U994H69624JL 
830 Don Juen DeMara>Q995} . ' . 
(318411 1030 Phanasd 111 (1994) 
(316241 11 JO Trapped in Space . 

(1994) (4200951 135 The Doomsday 
Q*i (1994) (427938). 2^5 Trancere 
V. Sudden Deft (2994) (15705396). 


4JLO€LOCten The Christinas Coal Mme 
Miracle (1977) (859296671 

SOriUHESfiOUl 

430pm Mete Me in St Loub (1344) 
(84318081 630 The Day the Earth 
Stood Still (2951) (38282471 830 
The LOTgWtalt Home (1989) 
(38237921 1030% Live and Die to 
LA (1985) (5040063). 1230 The Ab- 
le In Neede Fbk (1971) (53939751 , 
130 Mtehqr SpISane^ MteNammen 
Murder Me: Murder fou (1983) 
(5623464). 330-445m The Cticus 
(1928) (7614Q23Q). 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730am Racing (66247). 730 Cricket; 
First Test -Zimbabwe Vs Ertfand -Live 
(2422686). 330 Sports SatUday 
(699111 530 NHL- Rarer Mfeefc 
(225181 630 te Hockey: Manchester 
Vs hfi (5779951 930 Qidet 

(3416141 1L30 Rugby (521311 
130430am te Hocfcy (522957). 

susptmz 

730am Soccer AM (26588601 1130 
Rattan (27282501 12.00 FtattaB: 
Review (2Z39G96L 230 fb&fi Ptik- 
IrstonCup -live (54028081 430 R&- 
lie Skating (1454J3U 630 RxdbaB: 

Supetster Coaching (33056241 630 
Rttol Munteai (33969761 730 Footr 
balk Spanish Look (835768®. 930 
Trans Vforid Sport (43642791 1030 
Worid Sport 09067921 1130 Darts - 
Wfeor VS ftfetow (27199951 1130- 
LOOam RxSbafc Livepool Everton 
1989(39604021 

nrsnnss 

1230teonHoM the Beckys 
(434389571 130 Surfing 
(43447609. ZOO Pool ( 398020881 
530 Trans Vforfd Sport (419845991 
630 SHff Saffing (H367884U 630 
5(836924211 730Asl*iGo4 
(41819044). 830 Pod (364493151 
1130 SMRSalling (207662791 
nJ0-1230niM8ttH&5 
(94226842). ' 

UK TV 

630am Rotations 630 tookingtir 
Love 730 Spatial Archer 730 Mind 
and Body 830 Why Fte 830 Video 
Boc 930 Psychic ftls 930 FhsNon 
13.00 terolatwis 1030 LooMng far 
Low 1130 MW and Body 1L30 
Spanish Archer 1230 Campus 
1230 Why Files LOO Lockhg fte Im 
130 Fbfeand fortune 230 FbGhion 
230 Mind and Bocfy 330 Video Sax 
330 P(n Money 430 Sauday Sport 
530 Severities Fhp 630 Faction 630 
P^chfc PHs.730 Spate* Archer 730 
ftareWons 830 Bishido933 Why 
FSes 930 UsMnelxlM 1033 Satur- 
day Spat 1030 StarxRJp the LUB 
Fate and Fcrtune 1130 The Ste Show 
1230630am N^t-Ume PTOeamres 



Own It Now 


ALSO AVAILABLE IN WIDESCREEN 
AND STRICTLY LIMITED EDITION 
COLLECTOR'S BOX SET CONTAINING 
THE DEFINITIVE GUIDE 
TO THE USUAL SUSPECTS'. 
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Unsung heroes who filter out the sleaze 


R egulators - they sound like the heroes 
of a high plains Western, all leather 

coats and smolnno (STY mmc TKn maI 




A: ^coats and smoking six guns. The real- 
ity is, of course, rather more prosaic. These peo- 
ple rejoice in such unwieldy titles as Dire ct or 
General, Office of Telecomm unica t io ns They 
mhabit drab standard-issue offices and - no 
offence - they tend to be somewhat less than 
chansmabc. And yet, if “opposition” means the 
scrutiny and checking of established power, they 
are some of the most important opposition fig- 
ures in Britain. They are more aggressive and 
outspoken than many Labour or Liberal 
Democrat front-benchers. And, of course, 
they have much more power. 

So, perhaps not surprisingly, the public 
come to invest trust in the regulatory offices cre- 
ated since privatisations of g a s , water, rail and 
more recently, the lottery. In general, and cer- 
tainty during the past week, the signs are that 
that trust has not been misplaced. On digital 
television, Don Cmickshank, head of Oftel, 
looks like he will make the best of the hand 
dealt him by the sloppy policy-makers of the 
Department of Hade and Industry. John Swift, 
the rail regulator, fiercely denounced Rail- 
trade's under-investment His record is far from 
perfect but there has to be a warm welcome i 
for his readiness to dig fig information and pass 
it on - as of this week, RaOtrack is on notice. 

These are performances government and its 
officials say they are happy with. But they say 


it through gritted teeth. ‘Independence” is 
never realty popular in the corridors of White- 
hall. The rest of us have begun, in a quiet way, 
to take the regulators’ freedom for granted. Yet, 
if we stand bade for a moment; and consider 
their brief history, this power is a remarkable 
thing. Regulation and bureaucracy were what 
Mis Thatcher pledged herself to cutting. It was 
not that long ago Lord Young of Grafiham was 
setting up a Deregulation Unit to produce 
White Papers with long lists of rules to be 
rescinded. In fact, when it came to it people 
were found to be rather keen on health and 
safety atworic. Even staunch Conservative vot- 
ers were un enthusiastic about repealing the 
rules on development control and land use. (In 
a contest between ideological deregulators and 
Nimbys, the latter always win hands down.) 

. Today's regulators represent a further step 
- the return of powerful and popular bureau- 
crats. Why efid foe Conservatives tolerate tins? 
Simply because, having privatised some of foe 
most -politically sensitive services, without 


they were scared stiff of wfaat companies and 
voters would say if they felt cheated or abused. 

So far, an interesting lesson in the political 
limitations of radical Tbxyism. But the shape of 
the regulatory offices looks odder still when we 
consider bow personal and discretionary they 
are. This is against the ideology of foe past 17 
years in a serious way. For instance, Friedrich 



Hayek was one of Lady Thatcher's gurus. He 
was a root and branch antagonist of giving offi- 
cials a lot of personal discretion - that realty 
was, he argued, the road to serfdom. Yet here 
we have Ms Spottswoode in gas, Professor Lil- 
tlechild in electricity, Mr Byatt in water and Mr 
Cruickshank in telecoms making individual and 
sometimes idiosyncratic judgements about 
price levels, competition and industrial struc- 
ture - all very important political questions. 

Bor democrats, the regulatory offices leave 
much to be desired. Notionalty accountable to 
Parliament, the regulators have onty to produce 
an annual report and turn up, if they care to, 
in response to select committee requests. They 
are effectively immune from Parliamentary 
scrutiny. Their judgements are, it is true, sub- 
ject to inspection by the courts in judicial review 
and by the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. But all the courts cao do is determine 
that their personal judgements were exercised 
after due care and deliberation. As for the 
MMC it too is an odd animal -a quango made 
up of political appointees which is supposed to 
be fair and independent As for the regulators’ 
relations with ministers and Whitehall, well, 
they ought to be prickly and suspicious. Sir 
James Madonnon at gas set a good example 
here -a regulator’s honesty correlates with foe 
degree of discontent among civil servants. 

Rnr all those ambiguities of structure, foe reg- 
ulatory offices work quite welL Even more 


important, the regulators command public con- 
fidence. When on Thursday Mr Cruickshank 
did the media round explaining how he plane 
to monitor Rupert Murdoch’s control of the 
entry point for digital signals into the home, he 
sounded rather like the people's champion. 
Goliath may be big but David’s footwork 
looks nifty; he may even have a pebble or two 
in his pouch. As for Mr Swift at the Office of 
Rail Regulation, he has turned out to be a 
source of vital information — for example, about 
investment levels - which even Labour in its 
cautious pre-election mode will surety find it 
hard not to exploit. Assessing these complex 
privatised companies requires, above all, huge 
amounts of technical information. We have 
never needed such activist regulation more. 

So they are imperfect, sit unhappily in 
democratic life and axe at odds with foe pre- 
vailing ideology of Conservative Britain. Even 
the regulators' independence cannot be taken 
for granted. With government gongs and sub- 
tle hints about team play ing , let alone foe ever 
present risk of “capture” by the industry under 
regulation, the system is fraught with induce- 
ments to bend. Yet, more by luck than design, 
the regulatory offices have become high offices 
of state. They have, overall, confounded the 
critics. So, what are we saying - that this is a 
happy political story, something successful, even 
cheering? Well, yes, slightly to our own surprise^ 
we are. It is, after all, foe season for optimism. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Forget Christmas, and hare a merry pagan Winter Solstice festival 


Sin Two articles decrying foe way we 
celebrate Christmas were published 
on 19 December. One was by a 
prominent hardline atheist, Richard 
Dawkins, the other by a prominent 
liberal Christian, Don CupitL 

Both have missed the point of 
Christmas: that it is not primarily a 
Christian event, and never has been. 
It is the pagan festival of the winter 
solstice, already thousands of years 
old when Christianity arrived on the 
scene. The ancient druids celebrated 
< the rebirth of the sun; the Greeks 
/made it foe birthday of Zeus; the 
Romans debased it and called it 
Saturnalia; the Jews attached it to 
the rebirth of their religion after it 
had been “killed" by the Syrians; the 
Christians turned it intoJesus's 
birthday; and nowadays it is used to 
celebrate consumerism. 

What of it? Christmas is what 
Professor Dawkins would call a 
successful “meme", an idea that 
shows great adaptability and 
Darwinian fitness. When 
consumerism dedines and another . 
religion rises in its place (as will 
surelv happen one day), Christinas 
will find a way of attaching itself to 
that, too. After all, R has even 
transplanted itself to Australia, 
changing itself into a summer- 


solstice celebration. A festival that 
could survive that could survive 
any thing . 

RUPERT LEE 
London SWJ 4 


Sin Richard Dawkins is doubly 
wrong (“Who needs a euphemism 
for Christmas?", 19 December). 

The current tendency to turn 
Christinas into a syncretic “holiday 
season” involves not so nmch an 
evasive betrayal of the Nativity as a 
restoration of the midwinter festival to 
its pagan origins before it was hgacked 
by the Christians in the fourth century. 
I%w elements of the traditional 
Christmas have much to do with the 
stories in Matthew's and Luke’s 
Gospels, and most come from popular 
customs from various cultures. 
Anyway, isn’t it good to have a festival 
which can appeal to everyone? 

And young children can and do 
have theological opinions, and may 
indeed be atheists. Having been 
brought up in an atheist family, 1 
certainly knew by the time I went to 
school that there were no gods, any 
more than fairies or ghosts or angels. 
The same was true of many children I 
knew then, and also of my own 


In this context, the imposition of 
religious drama on schoolchildren is 
surely as objectionable as the 
imposition of religious worship, 
however eclectic or syncretic its 
content, despite the common 
practice of Nativity plays, the co- 
operation of teachers and parents, 
the approval of religious and 
educational leaders, and your 
editorial endorsement (leading 
article, 20 December). It cannot help 
involving indoctrination , which 
Richard Dawkins rightly condemns, 
as well as widespread embarrassment 
for believers in other religions or . 
none. 

NICOLAS WALTER 
Rationalist Press Association 
LondonNl 


educated, ignorant, immature, kind, 
selfish, and so on. Belief does not 
make one a saint or a bigot, 
necessarily. Educated, thinking , 
intelligent people can be believers or 
atheists. 

Much that Dawkins said about 
attitudes to Christinas I heartily 
endorse, but he seems to gloat that 
the atheist is the calm, sensible 
thinker who won’t have truck with 
muddle or hypocrisy. It is a little 
more complicated than that. 

The Rev KEVIN O’DONNELL 
Crowhome, Berkshire 


Christmas cards have become a 
substantial source of income for 
many reputable charities - we sell 
cards which benefit Qxfam among i 

others - and I hope that people wiD 11 /T 

not be deterred from buying all |%/| 

chanty cards and so adversely affect I LTX 
their income at this important time. 

RICHARD JOSEPH 
Group Chief Executive 
Books etc Ltd 
London WC2 


LETTER from 

THE EDITOR 


children. Anyway, aren't all children 
atheists, until they are told otherwise? 


Sin Richard Dawkins asks if we have 
ever met an uneducated atheist- the 
answer is, frequently! Through 
school and parish work I have met 
appalling ignorance from both young 
prople and parents who think that 
belief oompels you to hold that there 
is an old man in the sky with a white 
beard, and. that the world was made 
in seven days. And there are the 
macho crowd who reject religion as 
something for women and children. 

Atheists can be intelligent, . 


Sin I was most concerned to read the 
report on charity card sales (18 
December). If 1 had been able to 
speak to your reporter, I would have 
assured her that I would take 
immediate steps to check the charity 
cards in all our branches and to 
remove any offenders from sale. This 
has now been done. 

The amount that goes to the 
charity from each sale is, of course, 
set by the publisher and not the 
retailer, but our customers can be 
assured that we take the subject very 
seriously. Books etc is known as an 
ethical company and our directors 
will shortly be conducting an 
investigation into this whole area. 


Sin May 1, as a very small card 
publisher, comment on your article 
“Card retailers are charity 
Scrooges". 

For the publisher who has to 
produce cards more cheaply at 
Christmas (achieved only by large 
runs) the charity sums donated may 
be fairly generous when compared 
with the profit margin. The sum of 


30p in the pound, as suggested by 
Nigel Griffiths, is unrealistic. 


Nigel Griffiths, is unrealistic. 

It should be remembered that 
some charity shops selling Christmas 
cards who give the largest proportion 
to charity are not commercial 
retailers and therefore do not have 
the full retail and staff costs to meet 
ELIZABETH MANSONBAHR 
Bizzie Lizzie Cards 
Oxford 


Philip: phone-in 
polls off target 


Sir: The contention (“Sony, but 1 still 
think r m right", 20 December) that 
the GMTV and Radio 5 telephone 
pools indicate a shift in public 


opinion on gun control compared to 

M/Mi'. ...'ll.. 


NOP’s October research is silty. 
Like all responsible polls, NOP 


Like all responsible polls, NOP 
based its conclusions on questions 
asked of a sample of people designed 
to be representative of foe population. 


A “telephone poll" reflects the views 
of a self-selected assortment of peop] 


of a self-selected assortment of people 
whojosi happened to be tuned m and 
sufficiently interested to pick up foe 
phone. As Polly Toynbee notes m 
connection with the Today Personality 
of the Year vote (“What's wrong with 
foe BBC today"), such exercises** only 
test which interest groups have foe 
fastest fingers on their telephone 
buttons". 

ALLEN COOPER 
Wallon-on-Viames, Surrey 


Sin Prince Philip should now give 
Britain a lead, and ask his wife to 
rearm the sentries outside their 
London home with tennis rackets or 
possibly lacrosse sticks. 

CHRIS ROSE 

Lewes, East Sussex 




Sir Perhaps the Duke of Edinburgh 
might like to consider the 
implications of replacing foe bullet- 
proof glass in the royal cars with 
cricket netting. 

MARK NEIL 
Oxford 


In mourning: a woman placing flowers on a memorial to foe victims in Grozny yesterday Photograph: Reuter 


Bet your bottom 
dollar on the peso 


Sir About the dollar. Both Mr 
Mangles and Professor Pope (letters, 
19 December) convincingly link the $ 
sign to the Spanish ‘‘piece of eight" or 
peso, but diner in that the first sees it 
m the figure 8 while foe second reads 
it as a squashed up “pS". 

Presumably there is evidence for 
both explanations. However, 1 lean 
towards Mr Mangles', because foe 
Dutch way of writing an 8 is to begin 
at foe waist, not at the top, and to end 
up with the shape of a ste Drilled “S”. J 
vroiild expect this to be a standard 
usage in pre-independence New 
York, originally colonised by foe 
Dutch. Some form of cancellation 
would be needed to distinguish the 
sign from succeeding figures, hence 
foe bar. 

Incidentally, foe daler is still visible 
in the name for a two-and-a-half 
guilder coin, the Rgksdaalder, 
popularly known as theRcc. 
BERNARD NOBLE 
The Hague 


M arketing men go on 
about ideal target- 
market readers - 
broadly speaking, those among 
you who, having the largest 
amount of spending money 
and the least sense, appeal 
most to advertisers. Some 
papers take this more seri- 
ously than others 
Years ago on The Economist, 
I remember being exhorted, 
half-seriousty, by some mar- 
keting guy there to go up to any 
badly dressed or impoverished- 
looking person who happened 
to be reading the paper, and 
snatch it away: they would 
rather have had fewer, high- 
income readers than more 
readers who would dilute the 
“quality”. 

Well, one thing that can be 
confidently said about The 
Independent is that we have a 
more exclusive readership than 
certain other papers. (I could 
cope with it being a little less 
exclusive, but that’s another 
story.) In fact, all newspapers 
have heterodox readerships - 
there are, no doubt. Mirror- 
reading duchesses and labour- 
ers who take the Financial 
Times. 

This week, though, I was 
going to Manchester by train 
when a seriously dangerous- 
looking man sat down opposite 
me. He had, I think it's safe to 
say, more metal stuck through 
his face than you’d find on a 
Fifties Chevrolet, spiked hair 
and a new scar. 

As I tried to avoid his eye, 
and shifted uneasily in my 
seat, he reached into his bag, 
drew out... an Independent, 
turned to the comment pages 
and began (I think) with foe 
Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
article on European integra- 
tion, which he studied with 
utter absorption. People aren't 
what they seem - (not a bad 
motto for journalism, or any- 
thing else). 


even the Queen’s husband. 
Our Island Stray would be a 
considerably shorter and 
duller tale were it not for foe 
citizens’ inalienable right to 
stand up and make a complete 
idiot of themselves in public. 
Judging by foe frequency with 
which he exercises that right, 
Qtizen Philip understands this 
full well. 


Another theme of this week, as 
so many other weeks, has been 
food and drink, and wfaat ft 
does to our bodies. (Apart 
from keeping them going, of 
course -a side-effect of fell and 
sugar consumption that many 
“health" researchers underes- 
timate.) We have had questions 
raised about genetically altered 

soya, about lamb, and about 


As I tried to avoid 
the dangerous- 
lookiog man’s eye, 
he reached into his 


bag, and drew out... 
a ^Independent 


foe E. Cod affair, whose 13th 
victim died and which has so 
far made 163 people HI. 

These stories seem to have 
become as endemic as some of 
the conditions they describe, 

simply another part of modern 
life. Some “scares” are now 
known to be very hard feet - 
the cancer-smoking link, above 
alL Others are possibilities, 
“early warning science” about 
chances of ill-health at foe 
margin. And about these we 
must all make personal 
decisions. 


My personal limi t was 
reached this week on foe rev- 


Barbaric killing of 
Red Cross workers 


foe local context of the savage war in 
Chechnya, the murders make no 
sense. Whatever foe motive, none of 


Signs on the footway 


Sin Wifo reference to “Motorists 
driven round bend by poor road 
signs" (16 December), I hope renders 
noticed where the "poor signs" in the 
photograph were. Every single one 
was on a pole in foe pavemenL 
Pbdestrians have to pul up not only 
with filthy, exhaust-polluted air, 
inconveniently placed, time-wasting 
"pedestrian crossings", and the noise 
and lights of constant traffic. Wfe are 
also forced to share our footways 
with increasing numbers of signs 
dedicated to easing life for drivers. 
When will authorities stop regarding 
the car as king of the public highway, 
and give walking due recognition as 
the most widely used and least 
polluting form of transport? 
Councillor S D DHALL 
Oxfordshire CC, Green Forty) 

Oxford 


Sir Yesterday was an international 
day of mourning for foe six Red Cross 
workers murdered in Chechnya on 

Tuesday. The killing of these innocent 
volunteers, whilst they slept in their 
beds at a hospital, has appalled foe 
international community. 

These murders are unprecedented 
in foe history of foe humanitarian 
movement This is not an issue of 

security, but of barbarism. Even within 


any serious advantage from them. 

The consequences of this event go 
far beyond Grozny. Such an attack 
ruthlessly undermines the position of 
the International Red Cross as one of 
the most neutral of agencies, and 
affects all of us who strive so hard to 
provide humanitarian aid. Most of all 
it affects people in terrible need 
throughout the world. 

As one of the few humanitarian 


agencies active in Chechnya, we have 
lost six personal friends as well as 
colleagues. We knew the value of 
their work in helping civilians caught 
up in the war. We understood and 
shared foe noble humanitarian ideal 
for which they have lost their lives. 
And we would like to express our 
profound condolences to their 
families and colleagues. 

Dr CHRISTOPHER BESSE 
on behalf of the staff and volunteers at 
Medical Emergency Relief 
International (Matin) 

London WJ 


Sin The Spanish American dollar, or 
silver piece of eight males was the 
principal unit of currency and 
account used in North America prior 
to US independence, and was 
adopted by Congress as the unit of 
currency in 1792, after which the first 
US dollars were minted in 1794 
(letters, 17, 18, 19 December) . 

The reverse of the Spanish dollar 
bore two vertical columns, 
representing foe Pillars of Hercules, 
each wrapped wifo an S-shaped scroll 
bearing part of the motto necphis 
ultra. This was supposedly used as a 
convenient abbreviation m $ 
accounts, in North, Central, and 
South America. 

ROBERT COOK 

London Wll 


Whenever republicanism 
seems a forlorn hope in 
Britain, a member of foe Royal 
Famil y comes along and gives 
it a fillip. Or Philip, mthis case 
- the Alf Garnett of world 
royalty. But 1 have no time for 
those who say foe Duke of 
Edinburgh should shut up. 

Yes, all journalists have a 
strong vested interest in peo- 
ple not shutting up; but even 
leaving that aside, freedom of 
speech includes everyone. 


reached this week on foe rev- 
elation that mall whisky con- 
tains more cancer-inducing 
agents than other whiskies, 
worse still. Laphroaig, foe 
wonderful Islay malt, has the 
highest content of something 
described as BAH. Pah, indeed! 
Laphroaig is foe peat-scented, 
life-enhancing, ultimate fluid, 
without which life itself is a 


life itself is a 


of malts, foe very milk of 
nature. I have a bottle waiting 
for Christmas week. I hope all 
readers have as happy a time as 
I will while disposing of it. 


Andrew Marr 


QUOTE UNQUOTE 


Political leadership is like being a teacher. It’s about changing 
the language of others. 1 say it and go on saying it until I hear 
the man in the pub saying my words back to me- John Home, 
leader of Ulster’s SDLP party 

I don’t wear women’s clothes. I wear my clothes - Eddie lizard, 
transvestite comic 


Making motorists 
pay the NHS 


Sir I refer to Yvette Cooper s article 
Hit-and-run attack on foe public” (13 
December). The Law Commission 
was concerned that a wrongdoer is 

better off injuring someone poor than 
someone rich enough to afford private 
medical insurance. The wrongdoer (or 


in practice his insurer) will pay forthe 
private health care after a road 
accident; he will not contribute to the 
medical attention a poorer person 
receives in the NHS. 

Ms Cooper is, of course, right to 
say that the proposal is concerned 
with shifting resources. The Law 
Commission’s argument is that the 
cost of a legal wrong should be borne 
by the wrongdoer (and if he is 


insured, by his insurer), and not by us 
aH The Law Commission’s proposal 
is predicated on a victim's existing 
cause of action. The NHS’s clawback 
from the wrongdoer would operate 
only when foe victim has won bis 
case. It is wrong to suggest that foe 
proposal will lead to a US-style 
litigation culture. 

WILLIAM SMITH 
London W14 


Illiterateness 


letters should be addressed to Letters to tbe Editor The Indep en d en t, One Canada Sqparc, Canary WharL pmdon EI4 SDL 
iFire 8171-293 2856; e-maib leUerstfftitdependOTLcooUO and include a daytime telephone number. 

Letters may be edited for length and darity. We regret we air unable to acknowledge unpnbCshed letters. 


Sin Television and radio weather 
forecasters seem determined to 
invent a language of their own. lb 
complement the nouns ‘'fog”, "sleet”, 
‘‘mist", “cloud” and so on there are 
tbe adjectives “foggy”, “sleety”, 
“misty”, “cloudy”. It is ridiculous to 
add “-ness” to each of these to give 
“fogginess”, “sleetiness", “mistiness”, 
“cloudiness”. Where will it end? 
Sunshininess? Thunderiness? 
Hunicamness? 

LOIS REYNOLDS 
Haihersage, Derbyshire 


I do not believein this pairing system. I regard it as organised tru- 
ancy - Demris Skinner, Labour MF. on the Commons voting row 
1 don't expect Labour to welcome these figures. Whenever the 
sun shines, they pray for rain - John M^for, when the 
unemployment figures fell below the 2 million mark 
Democracy is a good thing in moderation - Peter Luff, 
Conservative MF 

A judge’s life is a desperate attempt to keep your head below 
the parapet - Mr Justice Rougher 


Thoughts of marriage and children are far off. Perhaps I win 
become a nun, who knows? - Liz Hurley 


When we look to Eastern spirituality for help, why not start by 
looking at Christianity, which was born in the Middle East? - 
Dr Patrick Sookhdeo, Director of the Ins ti t ute for the Study of Islam 
and Christianity 

The trouble with the rat race is, even if you win, you are stQl a 
rat - Cher, pop singer 
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"vrmTrir" DEISMS ' the independent 


analysis 


Foreign vessels 
are legally 
taking a large 
chunk of the 
UK’s fishing 
quota. But it 
is our own 
government’s 
double-think 
and double-talk 
that is to blame 
rather than the 
minefield of 
EU rules, 
says John 
Lichfield 


T ake a typical fisher- 
men's tale of claim 
and counter-dahn, 
disputed figures and 
outright distortions. 
Add a rich tartar sauce of Euro- 
phobia. You have a bouilla- 
baisse of a row on fishing quo- 
tas, cuts in the British trawler 
fleet and. most of ail, “quota- 
hoppers'' - Spanish and Dutch 
boats flying British flags and 
catching part of the EU fish 
slocks allocated to Britain. 

Hostilities resumed, briefly, 
this week. They will be rejoined 
in earnest when EU fisheries 
ministers meet again in April 
The ministers agreed in the 
early hours of yesterday on 
catch quotas for next year, 
which despite scientific recom- 
mendation for steep cuts are 
only a little below this years fig- 
ures. But this was just a skir- 
mish: the real battles lie ahead. 

The Government Is still 
blocking agreement on re- 
structuring (ie, reducing) all 
EU fishing fleets. It is refusing 
to agree any of the wider EU 
treaty reforms under discussion 
in the Inter-Governmental 
Conference unless “quota- 
hopping” is declared unconstit- 
utional under European law. 

Arcane as it sounds to Lhe 
urban, chattering and non- 
seafaring classes, fish may 



Fishing for trouble? A Northern Irish boat goes for its quota off the coast of Ireland 


Britain’s fishy role in the 
quota- 



replace mad cow disease, and 
rival the single currency, as the 
main Euro-battleground in the 
run-up to the general election. 
It is also one Euro-dispute in 
which Labour says it will be just 
as tough as the lories if Tony 
Blair wins in the spring. 

Who is right and who is 
wrong? Does it matter? 

On the face of it, Britain has 
a good case. It is an undisputed 
fact that ISO large UK fishing 
vessels, about a fifth of the 
tonnage of the British fleet, are 
Spanish- and Dutch-owned and 
crewed. They deliver their 
catches direct to Spain or Hol- 
land or land their fish at British 
ports for shipment by freezer 
truck to their home countries. 
The vessels carry British flags 
and British fishing licences, so 
their catches are counted 
against the British quota. 


Manifestly unfair? The Brit- 
ish Government (having for 
many years defended, and even 
encouraged, die practice) de- 
cided in 1988 that it was un- 
acceptable. It passed a law 
requiring three-quarters of the 
shareholders of British trawler- 
owning companies to be 
British. Three years later, the 
law was quashed by the Euro- 
pean Court as contrary to EU 
rules on freedom of movement 
of people' and capital. 

This was inevitable; it was a 
manifestly discriminatory 
piece of legislation. Even 
British officials admit in pri- 
vate that it was a clumsy law. 
On the other hand, the fact 
that foreign vessels (in all but 
flag) can take up to 46 percent 
of the British quota of valuable 
species, such as plaice and 
hake, makes a manifest non- 
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sense of the 13-year-old EU 
policy of splitting fish catches 
into national quotas. 

The European Court ruling 
produced choreographed out- 
rage on tbe part of Euro-sceptic 
newspapers, and politicians and 
government ministers who had 
never previously exhibited 
much interest in fishermen or 
fishing ports. The Spanish were 
“pirates” who were “plunder- 
ing” our fish. Tbe outrage 
doubled and trebled when the 
EU Commission announced 
last summer that it wanted 
Britain to cut its fishing fleet by 
40 per cent over seven years 
(and other EU fleets to make 
similar cuts) to protect threat- 
ened fish stocks. The EU, said 
tbe Euro -seep tics, was threat- 
ening to destroy what remained 
of a British fishing industry, 
already “decimated” by the EU 
fisheries policy. 

In fact, the British fishing 
fleet bas not been damaged by 
tbe Common Fisheries Policy. 
The middle-distance and in- 
shore fleets, which are covered 
by the EU policy, increased in 
size for most of the Eighties and 
have started to decline rapidly 
only in the past few years (when 
fish stocks all over the world 
have been under severe pres- 


sure). If you exclude the quota- 
hoppers from the UK figures, 
the decline is steeper. But the 
economics of fish is local and 
variable. Some British ports 
and some types of vessel have 
done very well indeed. Huge 
sums are being paid by British 
fishermen at this moment, for 
new super-trawlers. 

T he demise of the huge 
trawler ports, such as 
Hull, Grimsby and Low- 
estoft, often blamed on Brus- 
‘sels, was caused by the Ice- 
landic and Norwegian cod wars 
of the Sixties and Seventies. 
Those two nations extended 
their fisheries limits to 1Z then 
SO, then 200 miles, ejecting our 
traditional, long-distance 
trawler fleets from once -rich 
hunting grounds for cod and 
haddock. This had nothing to 
do with the EU. Euro-sceptics 
who argue that Britain should 
join the Icelanders and declare 
our own 200-mile limi t are 
arguing, in effect, for with- 
drawal from the EU. It would 
be politically impossible to 
squeeze the fish paste bade 
into tbe tube in any other way. 

There can be no doubt that 
the Common Fisheries Policy 
has miserably failed to deliver 


the flourishing fish stocks it 
promised. Why? Poor policing 

S ial governments; qver- 
yy all fleets* Britain 
; foe setting of quotas 
too hig h, under political pres- 
sure. (This week’s quota deal is 
another classic example of 
myopia: short-term good news 
for the industry, at the expense 
of longer-term pain as stocks 
decline further.) 

But these are arguments for 
a tougher and more rational 
fisheries policy; not for British 
withdrawal In any case, the 
quota-hopper problem results 
directly from British govern- 
ment doable-think and double- 
talk, rather than EU rules. 

Everyone agrees that too 
many European boats are chas- 
ing too few fish. Britain, along 
with other EU states, has agreed 
three Europe-wide programmes 
to pay off fishermen and scrap 
thear boats. But the British Gov- 
ernment refused at first to fond 
its share (30 per cent) of the 
compensation, so for many years 
the scheme was not available to 
British fishermen. 

Why not? The Treasury 
blocked the scheme because it 
would have reduced the annual 
UK budget rebate from Brus- 
sels. Whatever the EU spent on 


ments have other ways of en- 
forcing (or in some cases fail- 
ing to enforce) the Common 
Fisheries Policy. 

There are quota-hoppers in 

other EU countries, a few dozen 

in Ireland, some in Finance and 
Denmark. But thegrea test con- 
centration is in Britain. 

Spanish and Dutch “plun- 
derers” bought their share of 
the British quota In good faith, 
exploiting, according to your 
viewpoint, EU single market 
law, the British Government s 
belief that everything has a 
price, or a loophole in the 
Common Fisheries Policy. They 
now, reasonably enough, claim 
that they have an inalienable 
right to cany on fishing. 

U officials say that there 

are several ways in which 


E 
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paying off British boats would 
be deducted from the cele- 
brated Thatcher cash-back 
scheme, which reduces Britain's 
net budget deficit with the EU. 
The Government preferred to 
id both its money, and the 
money, in other ways. Fish- 
eries were not a priority. 

This is complex but it is vital 
to an understanding of quota- 
hoppers. In the early Eighties, 
there were a couple of dozen. 
Their numbers exploded during 
the decade. Why? Because 
British trawler owners sold 
their boats to the Spanish and 
Dutch. Or in some cases they 
sold them to British brokers, 
who sold them to the Spanish 
and Dutch.' Why? Because they 
were offering the best price. 

The main alternative - EU 
scrapping grants - were not on 
offer m Britain. Why were the 
foreign skippers so keen to buy 
British boats? Because under 
British, not EU, regulations, if 
yon bought the boat, you also 
got the licence to fish and a 
guaranteed share of the 
national quota. 

Jtis a purely British govern- 
ment policy to break down the 
national quota boat by boat, 
and allow the sale of quotas, in 
this .way. Other EU govera- 


Britain could make fife^ 

difficult for quota-boppeis and* 
stay within EU law. Britain 
could, far instance, insist that all 
British fishing boats must land 
a proportion of their annual 
catch (say, 30 per cent) for sale 
or processing ait a British port 
Until now, tire Government has 
declined to do this. Why? 
Because many Scottish boats, in 
particular, like to sell their 
catches directly to Spain or 
Ranee, where prices for some 
species are much higher. 

Alternatively, EU officials 
say, the Government could 
introduce a law insisting that 
the crews of “British" fishing 
boats be covered by British 
social security and health insur- 
ance. This would drill several 
holes below the waterline of the 
economics of quota-hopping. 

-- The Government has been 
reluctant to follow this up. Why? 
Because it would impose a new 
burden of regulation on British 
fishermen, as well as quota- 
hoppers. Many British 
crews, who operate on a < 
baas, would have to come fully 
into die social security system. 

And so it goes on. 

Is a solution possible? With 
good will, yes. But little good 
will exists between Britain and 
the EU at present The Gov- 
ernment appears to be efaang- 
ing its mind about introducing 
a British-boats-must-sell-some- 
fish-in-Britain rule. But it says 
that the rule should be en- 
shrined in the EU constitution 
as part of the reforms of the 
treaties now under discussion. 

This is silly, say Brussels offi- 
cials. Such a law could be intro- 
duced in Britain within existing 
EU rules - as long as it applied 
to all boats, without discrimi- 
nation. No treaty change is 
needed. 

The suspicion is that the 
Government is no longer in 
the fish market for the land of 
practical solutions that might 
help British fishermen. It is 
locked in a self-consciously 
Euro-sceptic posture, pandering 
to Euro-sceptic press and Tbry 
backbenchers. The Govern- 
ment is right to fight for. tbe 
interests of British fishermen. 
But, in this dispute, it has long 
since overfished its quota of red 
herring. 


jo brand’s 


Jeremy Irons has threatened 
to leave tbe country if no 
distributor is found for the 
version of Lolita in which he 
stars. The problem with 
making threats like these is 
that they sound rather 
petulant I’m sure if I 
threatened to leave tbe 
country, very few people 
would give a toss apart from 
family and a few friends and 
maybe the local newsagent 
where 1 buy my cigarettes. 
You eventually learn that 
however important you think 
you might be, nobody is 

indispensable. With that 

attitude, perhaps Mr Irons 
might like to consider the 
possibility of threatening to 
stay here instead. That may 
well piss more people off. 

Tony Blair’s musical taste 
has been much in evidence in 
the past few weeks following 
his appearance on Desert 
Isbmd Discs and he now pops 
up in the Christmas issue of 
New Musical Express with his 
10 top singles of the year. I 
have often thought that one 
of the drawbacks of having 
children is being forced to 
listen to their unformed 
musical tastes, particularly 
when they are under tire age 
of 12. Obviously Mr Blair is 
no exception, which goes 


some way to explaining why 
bis family has wasted time 
discussing their fovonrite 
Spice Girl, a debate about as 
useftil as judging politicians 
on their hairstyles. 

Joe Public would be forgiven 
for t hinkin g that almost 
everyone in public fife is . 
corrupt in some way, big or 
small This week, Tory Whips 
have been accused of 
cheating the opposition over , 
three votes and the ex-chief 
executive of English Heritage 
has been criticised for 
nmning up hundreds of 
pounds of expenses on a 
corporate charge card and 
getting his employer to pay 
him four grand for his old 
furniture. Maybe I should 
have done that when I 



worked in the NHS. They do 
seem to be short, partic 
of beds. Meanwhile, in 


ariy 


Germany, a seemingly well 
respected politician, loved by 
the public for ber integrity, 
has allegedly been using 
armed forces planes to visit 
her daughter in Switzerland. 
Hardly nicking a couple of 
Biros from work, is it? It is 
much easier to stomach this 
type of behaviour from 
people who are just about 
scraping a living together. 
Perhaps the Government’s 


money might be better used 
weeding out their own 
charlatans, rather than setting 
up hotlines for people to 
grass up their neighbours who 
are only taking a leaf out of 
the book of their “elders and 
betters". 

I have won an award this 
week, which I am being made 
to fed I should shot my 
ashtray month about Forest, 
an organisation that supports 
people’s right to smoke, has 
given me an award for 
“sticking steadfastly" to ray 
right to smoke. Immediately, a 
letter appeared in this angnst 
publication condemning The 
Independent, because I have a 
fog Id my hand in the above 
photo. Firstly the wealth of 
anti-smoking stuff for 
outweighs anything I might be 
able to do with that tiny Utile. 


tube of delight in my h»»«d _ 
Secondly perhaps I should 
just point out that in a recent 
survey of role models for 
young women, I came second 
only to Margaret Thatcher in 
m? unsuitability as a role 
model for aforementioned 

ladies. Thirdly; I am sick to 
death of tfrisAmerican-styie 
assault on smokers and I «K«n 
continue to smoke as much as 
possible, partkniariy in places 
where it wifi irritate po-faced 

health obsessives. 

We learn this week that 
laughing is good for us. Phew! 
It's about time something 
pleasurable was good for us. 

It appears that in you drink 
more you laugh more, too. 
However, research 
psychologist Geoff Lowe says 
this isn’t cane blanche for us 

to afi rush out and get 


blasted. Spoilsport. Might do 
it anyway. 

When is Alzheimer's not 
Alzheimer's? Tricky question 
it would seem and certainly 
not one you could ask 
someone with Alzheimer’s, 
because the thought processes 
of people with this terrible 
illness are not organised 
enough. However, an 
Alzheimer s-type Alness was 

diagnosed in the case of 
Ernest Saunders, he of the 
Guinness fraud fame, who has 
now made a remarkable 
recovery and has been raking 
in the dosh ever since he got 
off a longer prison sentence. 
The European Court of 
Human Rights has decided 
that Mr S has been unfairly 
treated and he himself has 
been indignant when 
questioned about the nature 
of his Alness. The point Td like 
to make is that there are so 
many contradictory 
approaches in psychiatry that 
you could get a psychiatrist to 
say almost anything you 
wanted them to. Mr Saunders 
may well be indignant So are 
we. To us it looks as if he got 
off a long stretch. It’s also 
tragic for all those people 
who, of course, don’t recover 
from Alzheimer’s, because tfs 
incurable. 
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grub 

street 

Politicians cure 
" Mode of the same 
day as its; its 
just that they 
almost always 
get found out 


the commentators 




National Theatre 


david 
aaronovitch 


H ow many of your 

stories are realty true? 
If you wrote down your 
10 most frequently used 
anecdotes (my funny pranks, 
my first condom, the time I 
met the Queen, etc), and 
showed them to family and 
A. friends, would they be recog- 
f nised as the unvarnished truth? 
Stories get bigger with the 
telling, especially when 
recounted by people with 
imagination. They are 
- embroidered with elaborate 
curlicues and populated with 
more interesting characters. 
And not just for the benefit of 
the listener, either. Pretty 
soon, they pass into one’s own 
interna] mythology - an 
- irretrievably entangled mass 
of the real and the magical 
which is very unlikety ever to 
be challenged. 

Unless, that is, you are a 
politician. We have come to 
the point in the electoral cycle 
when Des O’Connor's res- 
earchers telephone Tbny 
Blair's office and invite him to 
submit himself to one of Des’s 
rigorous policy examinations, 
sandwiched between a 
ventriloquist and Boyzone. 

This is also the season for 
the three party leaders to be 
quizzed by the readers of 
Good Housekeeping (p54, just 
before “planning the perfect 
party” - so John Major should 
read on). 

As a consequence of these 
appearances, we have learned 
two things this week, only to 
have them contested. The first 
(vouchsafed to Mr O’Connor) 
was the great Blair stowaway 
story. In which the adolescent 
Tone skips the train about to 
carry him back to his stuffy 
public school and attempts to 
fly off in a plane from 
Newcastle airport bound - he 
thinks - for the Bahamas. 

No sooner had the show 
been recorded than the 
delighted Desniks circulated 
the world with a press release; 
the Daily Mail delved deep and 
discovered that there were no 
planes flying from Newcastle 
to the Bahamas in that decade 
(or, indeed, any other), and 
that Jersey was the most erotic 
destination on offer. Even a 
Scots public schoolboy of the 
late l%0s would have had 
difficulty in confusing the two. 
Er. perhaps. 

Conservative Central office 

were said to be “cock-a-hoop" 

- about this Blair gaffe, until the 
second discovery of the week 
was also thrown into doubt. 

This was Mr Major’s 


revelation that he calls his 
wife Norma his “little grub”. 
Taxed with this while visiting 
Northern Ireland, she said 
“we don’t have nicknames for 
each other. What rubbish!” 

We do not yet know whether 
Labour is “cock-a-hoop” at 
Mrs Major’s repudiation of her 
husband, but it's quite ' . 
probable that they are. 
(Incidentally, also in Good 
Housekeeping, Baddy Ashdown 
is revealed as having locked his 
kindergarten teacher in -a 
cupboard. So far, she has not 
contradicted him. But then, 
knowing Mr Ashdown, she’s 
probably still there). 

Two things should concern 
us here. The first is the light 
these stories shed on our 
leaders. Did T Blair say 
“Bahamas” because he 
thought it sounded more 
dare-devil (ie, he's a dis- 
sembler), or because - long 
ago - that is what entered his 
own mythology (ie, he’s like 
the rest of us)? 

Do John and Nonna 
disagree about tittle grub 
because she’s appalled by the 
nickname and is fibbing 
(incidentally, what nickname 
does she give him? Tiger, 
perhaps?) or - intrigumgly - 
he has confused her with 
someone else (a previous 
girlfriend, possibly)? 

I think that we ought to 
conclude that our political 
leaders are made of much the 
same day as us; it's just that 
they almost always get found 
out. But should we also be 
worried that political 
discourse in this country is 
being debased by this 
concentration on trivia? 

Do we agree with 
yesterday's Times editorial 
which argued - with the ■ 
pomposity for which that 
publication is famed - *it 
would be dearable if 
politicians refrained from 
telling, the voters so much 
about the journeys they have 
made in the past and so little 
about where they propose to 
take the country in the 
future”? This is the same 
publication that (on page 2) 
has an entire article devoted to 
the Bahamas/Little Grub story. 

Maybe we should. Perhaps 
it would be best for politicians 
on Des O’Connor’s show to 
reprove their genial host for 
his interest in things personal, 
re minding him that what 
viewers realty care about is 
Labour’s training policies. It 
might even keep the pop stars 
away from politics. 


A rt, a new play by the 
French writer Tas- 
ini ma Rcza, is pack- 
ing them in at the 
Wyndham’s ... in- 
deed it’s standing room only 
for this old-fashioned West 
End comedy about a Parisian 
dermatologist who buys a Min- 
imalist white picture which 
upsets his relatkmsbips with his 
two best friends. 

The three men are played by 
Albert Finney, Tom Courtenay 
and Ken Stott. The play is 
about theatre, not art, though 
Minimalism comes in for the 
expected middlebrow bashing. 

Perhaps the scene the aud- 
ience enjoys most comes right 
at the beginning. Finney, as the 
representative of bluff com- 
mon sense, struggles Dot to say 
what he thinks of someone 
wbo’s just spent 200,000 francs 
on a white painting- and fails. 
He has the audience wholly 
with him. It says a lot for 
Courtenay, the dermatologist, 
that he is able to bring the 
audience round, if not to his 
side, at least to thinking of him 
as something more than a mere 
sucker. But then the whole 
point of this sort of entertain- 
ment is to watch actors exercise 
their craft. Stott has the best 
speech, and delivers it 
superbly. In the old days we 
would hiave called ^4/r a feast of 
good acting. 

I found myself thinking : 
what if the producers had been 
bolder, ana had Finney playing 
Paul Johnson? The British 
audience would have enjoyed 
that, surety, even if it left the 
tourists puzzled. Stott, the 
intermediary figure who just 
wants the others to be nice to 
each other, could be one of the 
Sunday paper fence-sitters, too 
scared to say what he realty 
thinks (always supposing he. 
ever dares think at all). And 
Courtenay could be a friend of 
the Thte, who once had dinner 
with Doris Saatchi, and is anx- 
ious not to be left behind. 

But that would be another 
play, which might make the 
audience think about itself and 
its attitudes to art In any case, 
the current London art scene 
is almost beyond satire. And I 
cannot imagine that any such 
play would make it to the stage 
of the National's Olivier 
theatre. One part of the British 
arts establishment would never 
dream of upsetting another. 
The “Royal* National Theatre, 
which wanted in its early days 
to put on a play attacking 
Churchill, has become a staid, 
respectable museum, devoted 
to reverent revivals. 

It is a dreadful disappoint- 
ment to those who supported 
its creation hoping for bold- 
ness, danger, innovation. In- 
stead, it is safe, commercial, 
star-studded - exactly like the 
West End producers’ theatre of 
Binkie Beaumont to which it 
was supposed to be the alter- 
native. 

Guys 'n' Dolls, the Broadway 
musical, is the National's latest 
offering. Jolty Jack Priestley’s 
An Inspector Calk is an earher 
example, precisely the sort of 


by Julian Mitchell 



‘Guys ’n’ Dolls’, the National’s latest musical offering, 
is yet another revival and out of keeping with the 
theatre’s original brief to stage new work 


popular play people agitated 
against in the Fifties and Six- 
ties when the National was 
seen as our only hope for a 
serious theatre. Repertory the- 
atres have been doing it for 
years. So why should the 
National decide to revive it in 
the Nineties? Because the 
National is run by and for 
directors and designers. 

An Inspector Calls is an 
example of how our subsidised 
theatre, instead of showing the 
way forward, has gone back a 
hundred years to spectacle and 
superficiality. It was against 
such silliness that GranviUe- 
Barker and Shaw produced 
their seasons at the Royal 
Court from 1904-1907. They 
wanted to make the theatre a 
place an intelligent person 
would at least not be ashamed 
to be seen in. ]%mousty, the 
Royal Court is now the home 
of the English Stage Company, 
founded by George Devine in 
1956 as a writers' theatre, very 
much with Gramme-Barker 
and Shaw in mind. 


And who is the new head of 
the English Stage Company? 
Why, the director olAn Inspec- 
tor Calls. And did he celebrate 
his appointment with a wond- 
erful new play? No, he revived 
Arnold Wesker’s The Kitchen , 
removing most of the theatre’s 
seats in order to create a highly 
realistic restaurant kitchen. 

It was a statement. Ours is 
a visual culture, it said; audi- 
ences reared on TV have to 
have naturalistic sets and 
everything made simple. And 
the audience duty oohed and 
aabed. Unkind people say that 
Stephen Dal dry’s ideal is a 
theatre so full of set that there’s 
no room for an audience at all 
They can only stand outside 
and waldi the flats going in and 
out of the fly-tower. 

A theatre in which design is 
king is do sort of theatre to me. 
In John Gabriel Borkman, 
another recent hit at the 
National, the designer wanted 
to emphasise the coldness of 
the bouse (not just psycho- 
logically — it's Norway, and 


snowing outside) ty siting the 
stove upstage centre. Fine. But 
he also wanted such a steep 
rake that the doors to Mrs 
Borkman’ s drawing room, in 
order to be practical let in a 
deadly pneumonic draught 
Did the director queiy this 
absurdity? dearly not - and he 
was Richard Eyre, Artistic 
Director of the National. This 
may seem a trivial example, but 
it's symptomatic of a deep dis- 
order in the theatre’s priorities. 

John Gabriel Borkman is 
stuffed with stars, just like a 
Binkie Beaumont production. 
Directors and designers were 
highly regarded then, of course 
- Cecil Beaton more than 
most, though modern design- 
ers would shudder at his sets. 

But at least Binkie did put 
on new plays; it wasn’t all 
revivals. At the director-led 
National the play’s not the 
thing, it’s the interpretation. 

Directors are like art deal- 
ers; they prefer an old, estab- 
lished artist to a new one. Crit- 
ics feel the same. You don’t 


know where you are with the 
new; you have to show your 
hand, you may make a fool of 
yourself. And with a new play, 
it’s the play, not the director, 
which attracts attention. Bat a 
new Hamlet , a new Cherry 
Orchard, a new Hedda G abler, 
above all a new Death of a 
Salesman - there a director can 
show his wares. 

Or he may like to have a go 
at one of those ridiculous old 
melodramas by Hugo or 
Schiller - shove in some stars 
and see if he can't wreak a little 
magic. (No, he can't, actually.) 
Thus we have revival after 


revival after revival but 
scarcely ever a new play. 

When the National started, 
the Cbttesloe, we were told, 
was to be for new work - and 
for a time it was. Now, the 
National relegates new plays to 
its studio, where they arc 
“workshopped” for weeks, with 
a director and actors, then dis- 
appear. This is as though crit- 
ics were allowed into an artist’s 
studio to repaint the canvases, 
then decide whether they’re 
worth a show. 

Just occasionally a new play 
is allowed on to the public 
stage, but usually only if it’s by 
one of two or three very well- 
known favourite National writ- 
ers. Sony, but things were in 
fact better before the National 
was bom. 

It’s proved not only a con- 
servative but also a highly 
destructive institution, suck- 
ing the audience for serious 
theatre away from the West 
End. 10 which it will probably 
never go back. For one thing 
the National (except for the 
Cortesloc) is somewhere you 
can sit in comfort. The seats in 
most West End theatres, 
designed for smaller human 
beings, are now no longer 
acceptable to people with nor- 
mal knees. You can park at the 
National, whereas getting to 
the West End is such an effort 
that people are discouraged 
before they start. And any- 
way, where are the stars? 

They’re at the National, 
doing revivals. It’s only two or 
three nights a week, not the 
greatest money, but plenty of 
time to cam a serious living 
with voice-overs. The old idea 
of eight performances a week 
is anathema to those coddled 
darlings. And as for going on 
tour - please! Like all institu- 
tions, the National has become 
a cosy home for its inhabitants. 

That’s why the arrival of Art 
in a commercial West End is 
surprisingly cheering. People 
defend directors' theatre as 
more intelligent than actors', 
but I don’t see much differ- 
ence. (A genuine writers’ 
theatre is a mirage). But here 
an actor - Sean Connery, 
whose wife saw the play in 
Paris and got him to buy it - 
has put it on for three other 
actors. Warchus, one of our 
best young directors, has 
agreed to stage it, even though 
it isn’t a revival. It’s as though 
a group of artists hired their 
own dealer to put ou a show, 
and sold every picture. That it’s 
not a great play doesn’t matter. 
If s a play - about the onty new 
one in the West End. 

The author is a playwright. 


[ We didn’t vote for a country called Europe 

^ In Thursday’s paper, Kenneth Clarke backed continental co-operation. John Redwood replies 


T he Chanecllorwas wrong 
to say, in his Chatham 
House lecture last Wed- 
nesday, that people thought 
we were joining a political 
union in Europe in the 1970s. 
In 1972, Britain joined the 
Common Market. No one then 
told us we were joining the 
European Union, or that the 
common market we sought 
would gradually metamorphose 
into a country calfcd Europe 
ran from a citv called Brussels, 
In the White Paper setting 
out our entry terms, in the par- 
liamentary debates that led up 
to our accession, and in subse- 
quent ministerial statements of 
Conservative and Labour gov- 
ernments. we were assured that 
it was a trading arrangement 
which would help our economic 
progress. 

In 1975 this was all repeated 
to secure the consent of the 
British people in a referen- 
dum. Ask those now who voted 
in 1975, and most will tell you 
they voted for a common mar- 
ket! nothing more and nothing 
less. Thcv believed their lead- 
er when they said that the 
supremacy of Parliament and 
the common law would remain, 
save in a few areas relating to 
a common agricultural and 
commercial policy. 

In the 19S0s, Parliament was 


persuaded that a little more 
majority voting was needed to 
complete a proper single mar- 
ket. In the 1990s, we were told 
that with opt-outs from the 
Social Chapter and the single 
currency, Maastricht was a 
decentralising treaty allowing 
more deregulation and more 

national decision-making. 

The mood of the British 
people still favours belonging to 
a common market, although 
the numbers who want to pull 
out altogether are growing. The 
mood is abo distressed by the 
way the common fisheries pol- 
icy is damaging our fishing 
industry, the way the beef ban 
was placed on British beef sold 
outside the UK, the way the 
European court regularly over- 
turns Acts of Parliament, and 
the way that the legislative 
machine still produces more 
directives and regulations, if at 
a slower rate. 

Britain’s future is in both 
Europe and the wider world- It 
must be a future where we see 
Europe as a whole - the 1 
Europe of Switzerland and 
Norway, Poland and Hungary, 
as well as of the present Com- 
munity. It must be a fixture 
where we understand that in 10 
years' time, we will do much 
more trade with Asia than we 
do today, where our security 


Europe’s where 
the action is 



Euro-file: the Chancellor speaks out 


will still rest upon the Ameri- 
can alliance, and where freer 
trade may well have advanced 
through Gatt and the World 
Trade Organisation more 
rapidly than through the EC 
There is no need to be gov- 
erned by people because you 
trade with them. The EC 
accounts for less than half our 
total services and goods trade, 
but h is important 
There is no need to join 
someone else’s currency 
because you do business with 
them. If currency fluctuations 
were a sufficient impediment to 
business, we would nave joined 


the dollar long ago, as so much 
of our trade is denominated in 
dollars. Only a world currency 
would avoid the costs of cur- 
rency transactions and the fluc- 
tuations of the exchanges. 
Merging a few western Euro- 
pean currencies would still 
leave these economies vulner- 
able to uncompetitive rates 
against the dollar or yen. 

Britain should stay at the 
table andJead the delates with 
our partners. Europe has need 
of the British view. We are 
uniquely placed to help mod- 
ernise Europe: to save Europe 
from her worst impulses to too 

m € 


much government, to warn her 
of the damage that higher taxes 
can do, to remind her that the 
Asian world is much bigger 
than the European and grow- 
ing much faster. 

It is British policies in tele- 
coms and energy which have 
shown the way to the rest: 
deregulation and competition 
have powered growth and new 
technology. It is British policies 
towards the exchange rate, 
interest rates and labour mar- 
kets that have delivered much 
better levels of employment in 
the past three years than they 
enjoy on the Continent. 

We should be proud of these 
successes, humble about our 
position relative to the jobs suc- 
cess of Aria. Britain should lead 
the modernisers. We should 
launch a new agenda for Europe 
which puts jobs and people fin*, 
and bigger government last 

Those of us who are scepti- 
cal about Chancellor Kohl’s 
vision of Europe do not want to 
turn our backs on our continent 
or withdraw us from the tables 
of Europe. We are sceptical 
because we think that Kohl’s 
vision is an outdared one. It will 
not work. It is already doing 
damage. 

Italy has had to impose a spe- 
cial Euro tax to prepare for the 
new currency. France has had 


to undertake unacceptable bud- 
get cuts io a hurry instead of 
going in for longer-term wel- 
fare reform against a back- 
ground of rising prosperity. 
Germany has had to follow a 
policy 01 retrenchment. This is 
driving a wedge between the 
peoples of Western Europe 
and their governments. 

Britain's economic interests 
lie in global trade and modern 
industries- We should warn that 
a single currency bom of fudge 
wfll create havoc. Wrong inter- 
est rales and exchange rates will 
damage parts of the Union in 
a way which may prove impos- 
sible to correct. 

We should offer a more pos- 
itive alternative, based on 
removing regulation, opening 
markets, encouraging compe- 
tition and reducing the size- of 
government. Why is it that 
amidst all the budget misery, 
where national governments 
have to cut Brussels never pro- 
poses cutting its own less desir- 
able expenditure? Do we realty 
want those who designed and 
ran the common fishing policy 
running a common economic 
policy as well? It is time to offer 
something better: a Europe 
which works. 

The writer is Conservative MP for 
Wokingham. 
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INCLUDING FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 


iAv Royal Scot 

Near King’s Cross & Euston 
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4ft Charing Cross 

By Trafalgar Square in the 
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Philip Thorpe: Imro chief 
behind reimbursement plan 



Up to 90,000 people will be 
Compensated “at least up to die 
level of their original invest- 
ment” following the Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell bank scandal 
it was announced yesterday. 

No one will lose money as a 
result of recent events, 
promised the company’s asset 
management division. 

Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement yesterday announced 
details of the compensation 
package it has drawn up fol- 
lowing the autumn scandal 
when irregularities were dis- 


covered in three unit trust in- 
vestment funds. 

Analysts expect a total of 
around £20Qmm compensation 
to be paid ouL It will not be 
known precisely bow much each 
investors wOJ get until calcula- 
tions have finished. Payments 
wiH be made by the end of April 
said the company. 

The City watchdog Imro, run 
by Philip Thorpe, has been in- 
vestigating irregularities in the 
funds since August 
Dealing in the three funds, 
with £1.4bn assets under man- 


agement, was temporarily sus- the actual return they received 
pended in early September. from their investment and the 
Fund manager Peter Young return provided over the 13- 
was later dismissed for gross mis- month period by an agreed set 
conduct, and four directors of the of comparable funds, it added, 
asset management division were "In addition, in the event that 

dismissed as a result of “man- investments have lost value 
agement failings " in October. evenafterthis calculation, Mor- 

Anycroe who was investing in gan Grenfell will compensate in- 
the funds between 1 August, L995. vestors up to the value of their 
and 5 September, 1996 will be oriental investment." 
considered for conipensatkm, ' , PteoptewiDbeabte to choose 
even if they no longer hold those;-' between getting a cariv payment 
investments, the company said. - or receiving pew units in the 
People would be compen- funds, and they will also be paid 
sated for any cfifi&ence between interest. 


The process of calculating 
compensation will begin im- 
mediately and the money is due 
to go out by the end of ApriL 
How maid] each person will 
receive will depend on several 
farrrws , including thfiYalue of 
their investment and their buy- 
ing and selling movements. 
"Ws- will not know precisely 

bow much each investor wiH ire-- 
cerve untflwe have completed 
the cask of calculating individual 
payments. This is scheduled 
for the end of: April 1997" 
said the company. 


Letters giving: details of the 
arrangements were due to go 
out last night, andMGAMwui 
write to people again ax the end 
of January with mpre informa- 
tion, indudinga record of their 
transactions. 

Robert Smith, its chief exec- 
utive, said the compensation 
package provided “a fair and 
timely solution to a complex 
issue . ’. 

. He added: *A11 investors wdD 
be compensated at least up to 
the. level of their original in- 
vestment, which means no one 


will lose money as a result of 
these recent events." 

- Daniel Ttaters, director of 
monitoring and enforcement 
at Imxp, which finalised the 
terms with the company. Said be 
was pleased the discussions had 
been brought to a speedy 
conclusion. 

“It is in the interests of in- 
vestors that compensation will 
be paid without undue delay. 
Imro believes that this agree- 
ments a foir and equitable one 
which safeguards the interests 
of investors," he added. 


Northern bid 
outcome hangs 
in the balance 


dais Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The outcome of the £7S2xn 
hostile takeover bid for North- 
ern Electric by US power gen- 
erator CalEnergy was said to be 
“loo close to call' as both sides 
argued late into the evening 
about the level of acceptances 
by shareholders, in what has 
possibly become the most acri- 
monious takeover battle since 
Granada versus Forte earlier 
this year. 

In another surprise an- 
nouncement die Takeover Pan- 
el which polices bids, gave 
CalEnergy special dispensation 
not to release the result until at 
least midnight yesterday. The 
offer, which had been brought 
forward by the US predator 
from 4 January to 20 December, 
formally dosed at 1pm yester- 
day afternoon and the result was 
expected at around 5pm. 

Sources suggested that after 
several recounts CalEnergy, 
which owns almost 30 per cent 
of Northern shares, spoke for 
just over 49 per cent-of its tar- 
get, short of the 50 per cent and 
one share needed to win. 
Northern shares rose 3_5p to 
64lp. As tension mounted last 
night David Sokol chairman of 
CalEnergy, was refusing to say 
why the Takeover Panel had in- 
tervened yet again in the battle. 
However, further allegations 
of spoiling tactics by Northern's 
stockbrokers, BZW, were be- 
lieved to have been made. Mr 


Sokol is thought to have been 
furious that several US funds 
were unable to lodge their ac- 
ceptances in favour of CalEn- 
ergy by the deadline. 

An anxious CalEnergy 
spokesman said: “It’s very, very 
dose and it’s just too sensitive 
to say anything at the moment 
We’ll be making an announce- 
ment as soon as we can.” He did 
not rule out the possibility that 
the announcement of the final 
outcome could slip well be- 
yond midnight. 

The Nebraska-based group, 
which is offering Northern in- 
vestors 65 Op a share, had pre- 
viously gained acceptances from 
4 per cent of big City share- 
holders. 

However Standard Life, the 
insurance group which holds a 
3 per cent stake in Northern, 
was thought to have accepted 
the offer, giving the US side a 
big boost 

CalEnergy had always 
insisted the result would be 
dose, but Northern’s fortunes 
were boosted in the last days of 
the bid as three of its biggest 
shareholders backed the exist- 
ing management, led by battle- 
hardened David Moms, the 
chairman. 

The Newcastle-based re- 
gional power supplier was sup- 
ported by Prudential its biggest 
investor which traditionally 
backs the management of utility 
companies exposed to hostile 
bids. The Prudential had an 
1135 per cent stake in North- 


ern and argued the 650p-a- 
sfaare all-cash offer was too 
cheap. Foreign & Colonial and 
M&G also backed the 
company, giving the company 
just over 15 percent. 

Northern has already stored 
up controversy this week when 
BZW and its advisers, 
Schroders, bought 23 per cent 
of the company. CalEnergy 
made furious complaints to the 
Takeover Panel daimmg the two 
companies were effectively in- 
demnified against any losses on 
the shares because of the fees 
they are likely to earn from the 
bid campaign, but the Panel re- 
jected the argument 

In addition. Northern's vo- 
ciferous army of some 100,000 
small investors, who together 
own around 17 per cent of the 
company, are also likely to stay 
loyal or not to respond to the 
offer at all Some other invest- 
ment funds were also staying on 
the sidelines last night One 
fund manager, who did not 
want-to be named, said: “We 


have a policy of only accepting 
an offer if it’s agreed. 2 
CalEnergy fails, it will be the 
second time Mr Morris has 
fought off a hostile attack. His 
earlier success was the 
“scorched earth” defence of 
the£13bn bid Trafalgar House 
bid in 1994. By Feboaiy 1995 Mr 
Morris had stunned investors 
with a £560m package of fi- 
nancial incentives worth a total 
of more than 500p a share, 
should they reject the offer. 



Battle hanlened: If CalEnergy foils It wffl be the second time David Morris (above) has fought off 
a hostile attack. His earlier success was the defence of the £L2bn7M!algar House bid in 1994-- 



Newman Tonks 


lashes out at 
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Newman Tbnks, the Birming- 
ham-based doqr knobs, locks 
and handles group, yesterday at- 
tacked the deration of its biggest 
shareholder to immediately 
back the hostile £l96m offer 
made earlier this week from 
FKL the acquisitive engineer- 
ing group. 

M&G, Newman Tbnfcs’ 
biggest shareholder with an 
1L2 per cen t stak e, irrevoca- 
bly accepted FKTs offer on the 
day the bid was launched while 
Britannic Assurance, another 
institutional investor, also 
pledged its 22 per cent stake. 

The move was unusnal be- 
cause M&G, which said New- 
man Tbuks had “demonstrably 
underperformed", tends to back 
incumbent management 

But in his first response, 
Geoff Gahan, Newman Tbnks’ 
chief executive, queried the 
fond manager’s decision: “1 
find their- behaviour quite 
strange. Why didn’t they seD 
their stake when the share price 
was higher earlier this year? 
They have never forgiven us for 
realigning [oittingi the divi- 


dend : fouryedxs.agD. 0 “ 

‘ Mr Gahan Was speaking after 
Newnum Ufnks announced the 
side 1 of itS33'pfcr ceini minority 
interest in Tesa^iti SpamrirSe- 
cority products manufacturer to 
Williams, the diversified in- 
dustrial group, for £27m. The 
deal which is subject to share- 
holders’ approval unless FKTs 
offer lapses, reduces Newman 
Tbnks’ gearing to about 10 per 
cent ' 

“We axe deploying financial 
resources away from areas not 
considered hard core and con- 


centrating on controDinginter- 
ests in businesses with potential 
for strong growth in interna- 
tional markets,” Mr Gahan 
said. But he declined to say 
whether other deals were in the 
pipeline as part of Newman 
Tbnks’ bid defence. Last night 
EKI posted its offer document 
to Newman Tbnks’ sharehold- 
ers, a move that sets the 60-day 
bid timetable dock ticking. 

FK1 urged shareholders to 
“exit a business with a dismal 
track record at a significant ye- 
mium" and to “participate m a 
business with a strong man- 
agement team and a proven 
track record”. 

Halifax-based FKI is offering 
a mixture of cash and shares 
worth 150p, or £196m, and a 
140p cash alternative. FKI says 
it is offering at least 20 times 
the consensus forecast earnings 
for Newman Tbnks this year. 

The offer is being funded by 
a fully underwritten conditio oaf 
rights issue of two new FKI 
shares for every 13 existing 
shares held at 175p to raise 
£l52m. The rest of me deal will 
be funded from internal re- 
sources, takmg FKTs gearing up 
■ from more than 60 per cent to 
80percent. 

rKI has already spent £260m 
‘‘on acquisitions this year, but 
Newman Tbnks is its first hos- 
tile takeover. In his letter to 
shareholders, Jeff Whalley, 
FKTs chairman, said he had ap- 
proached Newman Tonks’ 
board with a view to making a 
recommended offer. “Regret- 
tably, we were not able to es- 
tablish a meaningful dialogue, 
and 16 December Newman 
Tbnks issued an announcement 
of our approach,” he wrote. 
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BT loses case 
against Oftel 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

British Telecom was defeated 
yesterday in its High Court 
challenge to controversial fair 
trading powers planned by Don 
Cruieksliank. the industry 
regulator. 

The ruling, which was warmly 
welcomed by rival telephone 
operators, means from the new 
jcitr that Oftel. Mr Cruick- 
shank's watchdog body, will be 
able lo intervene to ban any ac- 
tion by BT which he believes 
could thwart competition. BT 
had claimed Mr Cruiekshank 
w;ls acting unlawfully by ele- 
vating hiniscll judge 'and jury 
over the company's affairs with 
no right of appeal. 

Tire ruling, which has wide- 
spread implications for UK 
competition law. will nnu- he 
extended by Oftel to other 
telco tmmunicalions operators 
and will also he applied to 
BSkvB as it rolls out its digital 
satellite television service. 

Simon Holmes, a leading 


competition lawyer with City 
firm SJ Benvin explained: “It is 
another step towards a more 
competition-orientated regime 
and another step away from a 
system which is purely focused 
on specific regulation. It’s a 
trend which wc are anticipating 
for other regulated industries as 
competition lakes hold." 

Pointing to the transforma- 
tion in the telecommunications 
industry since Oftel was created 
at the time of BT“s privatisation 
in 19S4, Lord Justice Phillips 
and Mr Justice Hooper agreed 
the system of regulation should 
also be allowed to evolve. How- 
ever, they admitted that the new 
licence condition, which mirrors 
European law, was a “novelty”. 

Ironically, BT also lost on 
what the judges said was its 
strongest argument, that Oftel 
had unlawfully removed (he 
right of appeal to the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commis- 
sion. because the company had 
already consented to the’ new 
powers. The court challenge was 
to test their legal validity. 
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Chancellor claims credit for economic cheer 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Kenneth Clarke claimed the 
credit for Christmas good cheer 
on the economy, with new fig- 
ures yesterday showing the 
fastest growth in living standards 
since 1989 and a healthy balance 
of payments. 

“The British economy wiH en- 
ter the new year in the best 
shape for a generation. I will 
stick to policies that will enable 
us to keep it up," the Chancel- 
lor said. 

The Prime Minister, John 
Major, made plain the Gov- 


ernment's hopes that the econ- 
omy wQl give it an electoral 
boost. “Britain’s success is too 
valuable, too important to all of 
us to be put at risk,” be said in 
a speech last night. 

The stock market celebrated 
the latest good news, following 
a record drop m unemployment 
and a glowing report from the 
OECD eaiiier this week, by set- 
ting a recor d yesterday. 

The FTSE 100 index climbed 
26 points to a closing record 
4,077.6, after bobbing above 
4,100 in afternoon trading. 


on \Abll Street. The Dow 


index was 24 points higher at 
6,497.86 by late morning. This 
followed a 127-point rise on 
Thursday, the biggest one-day 
jump in US share prices since 
1987. 

However, UK consumer con- 
fidence has fallen this month 
from November’s record level 
despite the recent run of good 
news on the economic front. 
People have become gloomier 
about both the general eco- 
nomic situation and their per- 
sonal finances according to a 
survey carried out for the Eu- 
ropean Commission. It also 
showed that expectations of 


future inflation have increased. 
The increase in GDP in the 
third quarter was smaller than 
previously estimated, official 
statisticians said yesterday, but 
this was due to njward revisions 
to the level of output in the sec- 
ond quarter. GDP grew 0.7 
per cent durinjg the third quar- 
ter, or 24 per oent year-on-year. 
Growth in die second quarter 
was revised op to 0.6 per cent, 
or 23 per cent year-on-year. 

Imwestmem spending fell dur- 
ing the quarter, dominated by 
a 73 per cent drop in capital ex- 
penditurebytheprivatisedelec- 
tridty, gas and water companies 


to the lowest level so far this 
decade. 

Consumer spending made 
the main contribution to 
growth, driven by big increases 
m disposable incomes adjusted 
for inflation. Thanks to earnings 
growth and tax cuts, the annual 
rate of increase in real incomes 
rose to 4.6 per cent during the 
July-September quarter, the 
fastest since early 1989. 

Separate figures showed that 
the balance of payments wors- 
ened slightly during the third 
quarter, shewing a tiny deficit 
of £7Xm compared with a small 
surplus of £344m the previous 


quarter. The dip was due to re- 
duced income foam investment 

The balance on “invisible’’ 
oarnings- services, investment 
income and transfers - nearly 
offset the trade deficit, and k 
likely to set a record. 

The invisibles surplus of 
£8.9bn for the first nine months 
of 1996 has already beaten last 
year’s record. 

Profits sent abroad by com- 
panies which have invested in 
the UK reached a record £3j6bn 
in the third quarter, but re- 
mained only half the near- 
record £7.1bn earned on UK 
. investment overseas. 


WBA’s goal is £7.5m AIM flotation 


P a trick Tooher 


West Bromwich Albion yes- 
terday became the latest 
football club to sign up for a 
stock market flotation by 
announcing plans to join the 

K r Alternative Investment 
el in the new year with a 
£7 Jim price tag. 

The news came as Sunder- 


land of the Premier League 
revealed its public offer had 
been oversubscribed 2.7 times, 
providing further evidence of 
investors’ appetite for shares in 
football clubs. Dealings in 
Sunderland shares are due to 
begin on Christmas Eve. 

West Brom’s flotation in- 
volves the admission of 73,265 
ordinary shares of £10 each. In 


the 13 months to June, West 
Brom made a pre-tax profit of 
£171,000 on a turnover of 
£5. 43m compared with a lossof 
£489,000 in the year to May 
1995 . 

The club, nicknamed the 
Baggies, will have the added 
satisfaction of beating arch- 
rivals Birmingham City to a 
stock market quotation as 


dealings in its shares are due 
to begin on 3 January. 

Earlier this week, first divi- 
sion rivals Sheffield United 
became a public company via 
a reverse takeover of Conrad, 
a quoted leisure group, while 
Newcastle United of the 
Premier League confirmed 
plans to seek a foil listing in the 
spring. 
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Profit warning 
by Swiss bank 


CS Holding yesterday added its 
name to the lengthe ning list of 
Swiss banks that are making 
profit warnings. The bank, 
which also owns CS First 
Boston, expects to mair« a loss 
of around SFrllbn (£943m) for 
this year. 

The bank is making SFr5.1bn uasca an aciauns 

olprovKions to cover bad loans, which have actually taken place, 
as t he domestic economy con- it uses an estimation of expect- 


three German energy compa- 
nies, and Nordostscheweiz- 
erische Kraftwerke, a Swiss 
utility. The disposal will result 
in a profit of around SFrlbn. 
CS said it had taken a new s 


poach to making provsons for 
bad debts. Instead of using a cal- 
culation based on defaults 


timies to suffer from six years 
of recession. Standard & Ivor’s 

yesterday acted on the news, 
lowering the bank’s long term 
credit rating from “AA+" to 
“AA”. 

“It’s a massive charge, but it 
was to be expected, given what’s 
happened ai the other Swiss 
banks,” said Thomas Kalber- 
matten, an analyst at UBS. 
Last month Union Bank of 
Switzerland said it would niafe^ 
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ed losses. 

The charge for provisions 
comprises several eleme n ts. CS 
is setting aside SFr630m for 
credit risk white it makes the 
transition to the new method- 
ology. It is also setting aside a 
fluctuation reserve of SRiObn. 
Approximately SFr450m ofthis 
wm come from the bants re- 
serve for general hank risks and - 
SFrL55bn will be charged to the 
profit and loss account. 


Si' ■ 

,v. 

• V sV 

."*W, 


CS also plans to divest its 44.9 

percent holding in Electrowatt, 
an energy company, to a con- 
sortium made up of Bayern- 
werk, Badenweik . and 
Energieversorgnng Sdiwagen, 


en to cover Vertiga, its 
subsidiaiy set up to hold high- 
risk credit provisions. • >-• V^-.. 

In total Sfr450m will be set - v V : , 

aside for extraordinaiy depre- . 

ciation. -. 
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JEREMY WARNER 


'Schroders and BZW 
brought a chunk of 
Northern Electric 
with the intention 
of voting the shares 

against the bid 

from what I hear it 
irritated some 
shareholders so much 
it finally made them 
vote in favour* 


1U aybe it’s that stage of the cycle again, 
lVXbiit Northern Electric’s City advisers, 
Schroders and BZW, brought back a hint of 
the 1980s this week in the tactics deployed 
defending their client a gainst an unwanted 
bid from CE Electric of the US. The 
outcome of the bid was stiH in doubt at the 



the Takeover Panel. It almost brings 
a warm glow to the heart, for it hasn’t been 
like this for years. 

With the bidders still short by a whisker 
of the necessary 50 per cent, the primary 
allegation was that of “boring in". That 
means accelerated settlement of share 
transactions for those sympathetic to the 
defence cause, and slow settlement for 
those hostile to it - generally arbitrageurs. 
Acceptance by some US arbs had been 
turned away as too late, it was alleged. 
Naturally, both allegations are denied. 

But what really caught my eye was some- 
thing that occurred earlier m the week. 
What Schroders and BZW did was to buy 
a chunk of Northern Electric with the 
intention of voting the shares against the 
bicLSince the exercise was likely to cost the 
advisers qnite a sum of money in the event 
of their achieving their purpose (frustration 
of the bid), they had some explaining to do. 
The Takeover Panel considered the move 
well into the night and eventually ruled that 


the advisers were within their rights. It is 
impossible to tell whether it did the cause 
any good, but from what I hear it was prob- 
ably counter-productive, irritating some 
Northern Electric shareholders so much that 
it finally tipped the balance and made them 
vote in favour of the bid. The techniques of 
the 1980s may be back, but it seems to be 
that much more difficult to make them work 
in favour of the client. • 

Let me explain why. In the bad old days 
of the City - pre-Guinness - it was par for 
the course to tiy to manipulate the market 
in favour of bidder or defender. Not 
everyone did it bnt those who expected to 
succeed generally dabbled in the black arts 
to some degree. 

So called “fan dubs” would be organised, 
buying or selling shares in a co-ordinated 
fashion designed to benefit those they 
supported. Since in many instances these 
share purchases would result in a loss, there 
had to be a quid pro qua ’tyjncalty, supporteas 
-would be those with a commercial interest in 
the outcome -supplieis, advisers, contractors. 
The pay-off would be a strengthening of the 
relationship (ie more contracts), a dollop of 
pension fund money to manage, or perhaps 
a sing of non-eristent consultancy work. 

These essentially corrupt practices 
readied their logical end game in the Guin- 
□ess affair, which both in terms of size and 
sophistication surpassed anything that had 


gone before. The niceties of '‘you scratch my 
back and IT scratch yours” were dispensed 
with in favour of no-nonsense indemnities 
against loss and straight cash payments for 
services rendered. 

The point about market manipulation, 
however, is that h doesn’t work unless it is 
conducted in secret. If everyone knows 
what is going on. if it is disclosed and trans- 
parent, then it is also highly likely to be 
counter-productive. 

That is what probably happened in the 
Northern Electric case. The defenders won 
control of another 23 percent, but this could 
easily have been counter-balanced by the 
number of shareholders they irritated m the 
process. Neither Schroders nor BZW made 
any attempt to hide what they were doing, 
nor given the rules, would they have thought 
of doing so. All that died with Guinness. 
About the best they could do in the cir- 
cumstances was to say they were buying for 
genuine long-term investment purposes. 

In fact they never tried to cl arm even this, 
publicly at least, for it is not an easy case to 
sustain. Everyone was left to draw their own 
conclusions. Since the advisers so obviously 
had a commercial interest in the bid failing , 
the effect was to alienate other shareholders 
from their cause. Schroders and BZW can 
afford to take the loss on these share pur- 
chases because they will be recompensed in 
other ways. For a start, they’ve got a success 


fee riding on Northern coming out of it with 
its independence intact And. of course, their 
“relationship” with the client will be 
strengthened That means more lucrative 
fees to come. Other shareholders were not 
in this happy position. 

Something similar happened during Enter- 
prise Ofl’s bid for Lasmo two years ago, 
altho ugh this was not a case of market manip- 
ulation as such. In the dosing stages of the 
bid. Enterprise's advisers tried to boost 
their position by offering preferential terms 
to a select group of large shareholders. It so 
infuriated other Lasmo investors that they 
turned on Enterprise and the bid was lost. 

The lesson, then, is that aobody gets any 
credit for playing silly games. Shareholders 
want bid rattles to be fought on their mer- 
its, not on dever little manoeuvres by those 
with a commercial interest in the outcome. 


T he Guinn ess affair never seems to gp away, 

does it? In part that’s because Ernest 
Saunders, the former Guinness chairman, is 
so determined to keep it in the headlines. His 
continuing “fight” to dear his name ensures 
it is never far from the front pages. So what 
are we to make of this week’s judgment from 
the European Court of Human Rights? 

Nobody’s going to quarrel too much with 
the court’s ruling that m criminal cases, sus- 
pects should not be deprived of their basic 


right of silence. It is plainly wrong that a 
murderer or rapist gets better protection 
under the law than a financial swindler. The 
trouble is that everyone knows that there was 
widespread crockery during the Guinness 
bid for Distillers and that Ernest was one of 
the ring-leaders. 

Tb be able to say you were unfairly tried 
is one thing. But it doesi’t dear your name. 
Most people continue to be appalled at the 
prospect of Mr Saunders’ conviction being 
quashed. As for compensation, there would 
be rioting at the doors of Westminster if it 
were ever paid. 

Mr Saunders is right to claim he was 
treated in an oppressive manner but I sus- 
pect that an opinion poll on the matter 
would confirm that most people think he 
thoroughly deserved it. 

Which brings us back to the question of 
whether it.is possible for the authorities to 

get convictions in cases like this if defendants 

cannot be required to give evidence against 
themselves. Lord R os kill, the judge whose 
recommendations led to the formation of 
the Serious Fraud (Mice, believed this to be 
the only way of dealing with the complex and 
sometimes impenetrable nature of financial 
crime. He's probably right. So do we fust give 
up and make these things a purely civil mat- 
ter? I think not, for that would only encour- 
age the view that there is one law for the rich 
and an altogether different one for the poor. 


Stock Exchange 
chief in early exit 


Peter Rodgers 

Financial Editor 


The Stock Exchange yesterday 
lost one of its most senior exec- 
utives with the resignation of 
Giles Vardey, a £24Q,000-a-year 
director who lost out in the com- 
petition earlier this year to take 
over the top job at the Exchange. 

Mr Vardey said he planned 
to return to the securities in- 
dustry from where the Ex- 
change recruited him in 1992. 
He is to leave next March. 

In the spring he was widely 
tipped as the likeliest internal 
candidate for the chief ex- 
ecutive's job after Michael 
Lawrence was forced out 
™ because of disagreements with 
the board over the new comput- 
erised order book trading system. 

But the Exchange board de- 
cided not to consider internal 
candidates, and Gavin Caseywas 
brought in from Merrill Lynch 
as chief executive in August 
In the stock jparket, there 
was no suggestion of anything 
other than an amicable parting 
with Mr Casey, in stark contrast 
to the blazing rows that led to 


the departure of Mr Lawrence. 

But Mr Vhrdey is 
nevertheless likely to be entitled 
to a pay-off. Accenting to the 
annual report all the Exchange’s 
executive directors are on one- 
year rolling contracts, and he is 
to leave just over three months 
after reagnmg. 

The Exchange said: “There 
are no payments being made to 
Mr Vardey other than those to 
which be is contractually 
entitled under his contract of 
employment.” 

Observers believe Mr Vhrdey 
is leaving because he helped re- 
organise himself out of a senior 
job at the Exchange, which is 
slimming down and concen- 
trating on its core activities. 

This has left less scope for a 
board which - with Mr Vardey 
- comprises four full-time 
executive directors and a chief 
executive. 

The Exchange confirmed 
that Mr Vhrdey is not being re- 
jlaced, and it is expected that 


Lawrence, earning a salary of 
£170,000 last year, a perfor- 
mance bonus of £56,000 and 
benefits of more than £13,000. 

Mr Vardey said he had always 
intended to leave the Stock 
Exchange after four or five 
years. He was returning to the 
securities industry because “that 
is where I came from, that is the 
business I know”. 

Mr Vhrdey was best known 
recently for pushing through the 
new computerised order-dri- 
ven trading system, which is to 
be inaugurated next October. 

However, the main technical 
and regulatoiy elements of the 
system have now been agreed 
and by .the time Mr Vhrdey 
leaves in March it is expected 
to be in the trial stage. 

He was also involved in the 
Exchange’s move from a fort- 
nightly account to rolling set- 
tlement and the introduction of 
the AIM rpaxket fprsmaO £rm& 

- • Mir Vhrdey’s maffcetmg of 
the Exchange ah^d^lod-.to.a 


wffl lead to further .^mensorandupi of undakfamhug 
reorganisation. . China, ^and ti>e first 

He is the Exchange’s highest ^ share wasEstetT 

paid executive after Mr change this week. 



i Vardey: Involved at the Stock Exchange In the Introduction of the AIM market for small firms 


In Brief 



• Ihrmac has been told to repay £19.9m to the Government. In 
December 1992 Thnnac acquired PSA Projects from the De- 
partment of the Environment, but both sides were unable to agree 
certain elements of the deal and the disputed items were referred 
to an independent expert in October 1995. Thrmac’s legal advisers 
are reviewing the expert’s decision. 

• French industrial production fell sharply in October for the 
sixond month in a row, providing further evidence that the econ- 
omy was set to end the year on a weak note, official figures showed. 

cent in 
i excludes 

energy, agn-iooa Businesses ana construction, ieu 1 2 per cent 
month-on-month. 

• Offer, the electricity industry regulator, will reduce the Fos- 
sil Fuel Levy from 3.7 to 2.2 per cent from 1 April. The new rate 
should be sufficient to cover renewable energy commitments and 
the payments due to the non-privatised part of the oudear in- 
dustry. it said. Following the flotation of British Energy, the levy 
in respect of nuclear commitments will cease from 1 April 1998. 

• Premier Farnefl has conditionally agreed to sell Fameli Elec- 
tronic Services, its volume electronic components distribution busi- 
ness, to Arrow Electronics of the US for $300m (£180m) cash. 

• Olgas, the industry regulator, warned that there may be greater 
interruptions for the larger of British Gas’s ThtnsGo customers 
this winter. 

Of gas said in a statement that British Gas Trans Co had sug- 
gested that with the construction of new power stations, which 
burn large amounts of gas, and some delays in planned produc- 
tion, the demand for gas might outstrip supply, leading to increased 
interruptions for larger customers. 


Amec firmly in Europe 
with £40m Spie buy 


rnMrUmmi Uaniann 

imcfnm nmuon 


Amec, the British construction 
group, yesterday took a big step 
into Europe by buying control 
of its French rival, Spie Batig- 
nolles, in partnership with a 
£40m management and em- 
ployee buyout. 

The combined group will be 
the sixth-largest contractor in 
Europe with turnover of £4. 7bn 
and 48,000 employees. 

Initially, Amec is paying 
£20m-£23m for a stake of be- 
tween 40 and 48.6 par cent in 
Spie witb the remainder of 
the shares acquired by man- 
agement and employees. But it 
has an option in six years to 
take full control by buying out 
the other shareholders. 

Amec and the Spie employ- 
ees wfl] pay the owners of the 
business, Schneider, £40m in 
cash. Spie has also agreed to 
buy out Schneider’s 50 per 
cent stake in the electrical ser- 


vices business Spie Trindel for 
£75m. 

The deal follows Kvaemerof 
Norway’s unsuccessful bid for 
Amec and Amec's failure to 
merge with fellow UK con- 
tractor, MacAlpine. 

Peter Mason, chief executive 
of Amec, said: “Europe is the 
largest construction market in 

the.worid and it is beginning to 
consolidate. In the long term 
there will only be half-a-dozen 
contractors left in Europe. If 
we don't do something we will 
be left behind and there won't 
be a UK player In that premier 
league." 

Amec employs 20,000 and 
with turnover of £2.7bn is a big 
player in the oil and gas and rail 
markets and building and civil 
engineering, 

Spie, one of the 10-strong 
consortium that buOt the Chan- 
nel Thnnel, is France’s fifth- 
biggest contractor specialising 
in electrical and civil engi- 


neering construction and pipe 
laying. It has 28,000 employees 
and sales of £2bn a year. 

In recent years, Spie’s trad- 
ing performance has been af- 
fected by a number of problem 
contracts and its exposure to 
property development. Last 
year it made pre-tax profits of 
£4m and this year Amec said 
it would be profitable at the 
trading level. 

But the property division, to- 
gether with liabilities relating 
to a number of construction 
contracts and Spie’s North 
American interests are being 
retained by Schneider. Spie 
has net cash of FrI.lfbn 
(£137m). 

Amec said the acquisition 
would give it greater access to 
European and international 
markets, particularly France 
where construction output is 
forecast to grow by 0.4 per cent 
in 1997 after several years of 
decline. 


National Express to 
comply with MMC 


National Express yesterday 
agreed to give undertakings on 
price and service levels on five 
coach routes between London 
and the North after the 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission ruled that its 
takeover of the competing rail 
service, Midland Main Line, was 
against the public interest, 
writes Michael Harrison. 

Accepting the MMC's find- 
ings, Ian Lang, President of the 
Board of Trade, said that if 
satisfactory undertakings had 
not been obtained by 20 March, 
he would force National Express 
to comply. 

But Mr Lang stopped short 
of ordering National Express to 
divest itself of the overlapping 
coach routes - an option pre- 
ferred by the director-general of 
Fair Trading, John Bndgeman. 

The five services are between 
London and Sheffield, Chester- 
field, Derby, Nottingham and 
Leicester where National Ex- 
press controls 97 per cent of the 
coach and rail market after 


Fortis to 
pay out 
£850m 
for bank 


Peter Rodgns 

Financial Editor 


being awarded a 10-year fran- 
chise to run Midland Main 
Line in ApriL 

The group will be required to 
restrict increases in coach fares 
to the retail price index and 
maintain the current levels of 
service unless there is “a sig- 
nificant reduction in passenger 
numbers”. 

Ernie Patterson, chief exec- 
utive of National Express, 
welcomed Mr Lang's an- 
nouncement, adding: “The be- 
havioural undertakings sought 
are broadly in line with those we 
bad previously offered.” 

The MMC concluded that 
National Express’s takeover of 
the Midland Main Line from 
British Rail would reduce com- 
petition in the leisure market on 
the five routes and lead to 
higher fares for both rail and 
coach passengers and a lower 
standard of services. 

Aroond 90 per cent of coach 
passengers and 40 per cent of 
ran passengers on the routes are 
leisure travellers. 


MeesPierson, the world’s old- 
est merchant bank, was bought 
yesterday for 23bn guilders 
(£85 Om) by Fortis, the Belgian 
and Dutch-owned insurance 
and banking group. 

Founded in 1720 in Rotter- 
dam as Mees and Zoonen, 
MeesPierson is being sold by the 
giant Dutch bank ABN Amro, 
which owns Hoare Govett, the 
London securities house. 

Hoare Govett is not affected 
by the deal, which represents 
one of the largest acquisitions 
in the history of the Nether- 
lands. The release of capital tied 
up in the MeesPierson business 
frees ABN Amro to concentrate 
on expansion elsewhere. 

Earlier this year it offered 
more than £lbn for Standard 
Federal Bancoiporation, one of 
the largest savings banks in the 
US Mid-wesL 

This was the c ulmina tion of 
a series of acquisitions across 
the Atlantic, including three 
othersLhB year, which have con- 
firmed its position as the biggest 
foreign bank operating in the 
US. 

MeesPierson has less than a 
tenth of its business in the UK 
but is a big operator in the 
Dutch corporate finance, fund 
management and private bank- 
ing markets. 

The acquisition will make 
Fortis one of the three biggest 
financial services groups in the 
Benelux countries and the 
fourth-largest Dutch bank. 
Tbtal assets under management 
will be £80bn. 

Fortis said the acquisition 
would make a positive contri- 
bution to Fortis’ earnings per 
share from 1997. The group will 
partially finance the acquisition 
by a rights issue early next year 
and the rest will be from bond 
issues and internal resources. 

The two parent companies of 
the group, Fortis AG of Bel- 
gium and Fortis Amev in the 
Netherlands, will contribute 
equal amounts in cash. 

Dermis EderzeeL a b anking 
analyst at Delta Lloyd Bank, 
said: “If you look at recent 
prices for takeovers, that’s not 
an exaggerated amount.” The 
price includes this year's prof- 
its and the goodwill payment is 
about 500m guilders. 
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market report / shares 
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Doubts on the high street 



Taking Stock 
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2023.7 + 14.3 


SEAQ VOLUME 

944.5m shares, 
43,136 bargains 


[quite! 

f had expect ed.lnie, 
. trctched to a peak but 
after New York's heroics a 
more convincing advance had 
seemed inevitable. Retailers 
were largely responsible for 
confidence ebbing away in late 


meats and SR Gait, added to 
the anxiety that the festive 
season, afters bright start had 
faltered and hopes it could 
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At the dose the index was up 
263 points at 4 , 077 . 6 ; during 
the session it toudied 4 , 100 . Its 
previous peak. 4073 . 1 , was 
achieved two months ago. 

Although some of the glory 
faded the stock market was 
able to point to three rampant 
sessions which lifted Footsie 
almost 100 points. 

Supporting shar es we re also 
in form with the FTSE 250 
index ending up 414 at 4 , 
44 S. 4 , a three-day gain of 84 . 4 . 

Retailers were hit by 
renewed doubts about the 
strength of Christmas trading. 
Cautious trading statements 
from major Marks & Spencer 
suppliers, Claremont Gar- 


spree since 1988 may be 
dashed. 

Marks led the retreat, falling 
1 l- 5 p to 4725 p. Barton lost 3 p 
to 15 I 3 p and Next 73 p to 
5443 p. Boots, Dixons, Great 
Universal Stores and Sears 
were others to miss the Onist- 



markeT report 

DEREK PAIN 


stock market reporter of the year 


ma&party. 

Claremont said sales in fhe 
Christinas build-up were run- 
ning below best expectations; 
Gent, reporting an fll.lm 
loss, reported sales in line but 
margins feeling the pinch. 
Qaremont fell 6 p to 1663 p but 
Gent, which is in take over 
talks, added 2 p to 595 p. 

Oils enjoyed some strong 


higher to 636 Jjp as 
calculated the asset 
valuations implicit from the 
Gulf Canada Resources bid for 


Clyde Petroleum. 

forward 3 p to 119 - 5 p and 
Cairn Energy 5 p to 4 Up. 

The giants were in form 
with. British Petroleum lip 
firmer at 694 p and Shell 12 p 
at 994 p^. - : 

Ramco Energy was the star 
performer, flaring 137 Jp to 
l, 030 p. It is to explore in 
Georgia and is p lanning an in- 
ternational offering ofsbares 
and ADRs to raise up to 
S 115 m. Amines, which also 
has exploration and production 
interests^ the former Soviet 
Union rose 3 pfo 65 p- It is Ekely . 
to announce further Russian 
developments in the new year. 

name s Water, largely on 
share buyback hopes, spurted 


183 p to 6075 p. The water util- 
ities are also drawing strength 
from expectations they will 
soon be subjected to the same 
Intensive takeover speculation 

as electricities* ' 

Severn Trent rose 8 J>p tO 
6923 p; United Utilities 14 p to 
607 Ap and Yorkshire lZ 5 p to 
694 p- 

GKN, off I 7 p at 9915 p. re- 
mained under the whip of its 
legal setback in the US and 
Railtrack’s exhilarating run 
came to an abrupt end, felling 
5 p to 393 p foflowing thestne- 
' tures from its regulator.' ' 

Smith & Nephew pot on 
4 . 25 p to 18135 p following an 
upbeat statement on the pro- 
gress of some of its treatments. 


British Aerospace dimbed 
above l£ 00 p for the first time, 
gaming 24 p to l» 209 p, and 
Rolls-Royce was the best-per- 
frirmfn g blue chip, up 9 _ 5 p to 
254 p. 

. Premier FferneU improved 
273 p to 71 Z 5 p following a 
planned electronic compo- 
nents sale for 5300 m. 

A rash of share tips for 
1997 from NatWest Securities 
produced a round of gains 
with Fearson tip 9 p at 71 Z 5 p 
and Standard Chartered L 3 p 
at 7113 p. Axjo Wiggins Ap- 
pleton, the paper group, put on 
133 p to 1733 p as ABN Amro 
Hoare Govett made positive 
noises. 

Matthew Clark, the cider 
and wine group, fell under 
the influence of rumoured 
'profit downgradings rathCr 
than takeover Speculation, 
ending 33 p down at 2563 p. 

Memory Corporation, 
which repairs defective com- 
puter chips, continued to 


express relief at the completion 

of its £ 136 m cash raising 
exercise, improving 8 p to 
69 -Sp. The group pl ac ed shares 
at 45 p. 

• Dafeety, the petfood group 
whidi hie a 298 p low in Octo- 
ber, edged further ahead, gain- 
ing 7 . 5 p to 3613 p. Wgue 
takeover talk persists with 
NestI 6 , the Swiss giant, the 
most popular predatory can- 
didate. UBS support was an- 
other factor. 

Aromascan advanced 6 pto 
S 5 p on Mitsubishi bid ^colla- 
tion and Oxford BJoinedka 
added another 5 p to 70 p and is 
now just 18 p from its plating 
price. At one time the shares 
were down to 423 p. Aqoarias, 
the bathmats group, tkaded at 
1735 p fiom its 166 p plating. 

ET, a financial- group, 
slipped 2 p to 145 . 5 p as direc- 
tors sold 5.7 per cent of the 
ca pital, pocketing more than 
£ 4 m. The sales were made at 
140 p ashare. 


O Emerald Energy the oil 
tiddler with high hopes of a 
Colombian strike, has, as 
draught, attracted star names 

to its share register GFM 
Intmmttonal has emerged 
with a 4.76 per cent stake; a 
fond related to SBC Warburg 
has 8.95 per cent and a 
NatWest small companies 
fund 3.65 per cent The com- 
pany raised £ 7 - 5 m through 
an institutional placing. The 
shares are 2 - 75 pu 


ri Electronic PrtaiHwp Sys- 
tems, the first NASDAQ com- 
pany to arrive on AIM, rose 
18 p to 207 . 5 p following an 
im proved version of its dec- - 
troofc price labels for ratailp 
era. In the past six months 
the shares moved between 
143 p and 25 & 5 p. 


0 Wyndeham Press held at 

222 J 5 p. Stockbroker Wise 

Speke forecast a £ 3 . 1 m profit 
Jump to £& 2 m and says buy 
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Mor g an Grenfell 
European Growth Trust. 


or gan Grenfell Europa Fund 

Morgan Grenfell European 
Capital Growth Fund. 


Important announcement 

for investors. 

Morgan Grenfell Asset Management Limited and IMRO have agreed a package of compensation for 
investors in the above funds. 


Who is eligible? 

Investors will be considered for compensation if they held any of the 
three funds at any time between 1 August 1995 and 5 September 
1996, whether or not they continue to invest in the fund(s). 

"• •• 

•What is the basis for compensation? 

Investors will be compensated for any difference between the actual 
return they received from their Morgan Grenfell investment(s) and the 
return provided over the above period by an agreed index of 
comparable funds drawn from appropriate Micropal* data. 

In addition, in the event that investments have lost value, even after 
this calculation, Morgan Grenfell will compensate investors up to the 
value of their original investment. 

How will compensation be paid? 

Those eligible for compensation will have the option of receiving 
either new units in the relevant fund(s) or cash. 

• 

When will compensation be paid? 

The process of calculating compensation will begin immediately. 
Because of the large number of investors in the funds, payments are 
scheduled to be made at the end of April 1997. 

Will interest be paid? 

Yes. Investors will receive a payment in respect of interest on their 
compensation from 5 September 1996 or the date on which their 
holding in the fund(s) was sold, if earlier, until compensation is paid. 


How are PEP holders affected? 

The compensation package does not affect the tax-free status of PEPs. 


How much will each investor receive? 

This will depend on the timing of each investor’s purchase(s) and sale(s) 
in the fund(s), but every investor will be compensated at least up to 
the level of their original investment. This means that no one will lose 
money as a result of recent events at Morgan Grenfell. 

We will not know how much each investor will receive until we have 
completed the task of calculating individual payments. This is . scheduled 
for the end of April 1997. 


What should investors do now? 

Investors need take no action as there is no 
requirement to re g ister for compensation. 
We are unable to g ive estimates of individual 
compensation p a yments. 

We have written to all investors in the three 
affected funds on 20 December and will be 
writing to them again at the end of January 1997 
with a history of their transactions in the fund(s) 
together with further information on the 
compensation package. 



MORGAN GRENFELL 
ASSET MANAGEMENT 


I. ued In Mo Grenfell Investment Funds Limited which is reg ulate d by the Personal Investment Authority and Morgan Grenfell Unit Trust Managers Limited which is regulated by IMRO and is a member of AUTIF. 

Both companies are located at 20 Finsbury Circus, London EC2M 1UT. Telephone 0800 282465. 

*an independent source of statistics on investment funds 
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sport 


Amateurs promote expansive 


Clubs are 
offered 




David Llewellyn 

on two small clubs’ 
big day in rugby 
union’s Pilkington 
Cup fifth round 


This rooming a freelance heli- 
copter pilot and a railway 
police officer will be among the 
shoal of hopeful amateurs and 
part-timers preparing for the 
biggest day of their rugby lives 
when thevwQl try to topple the 

1 • e •T. -i_ _ "in ■ . /-i 


bis fish in the Pilkington Cup 
fifth round. 


fifth round. 

There are just a few small fry 
left in the competition, swim- 
ming against the tide of pro- 
fessional dubs, a tide which 
generally overwhelms the best 
efforts of the lesser lights. But 
that is not to say that Wigton’s 
Grant Lawrence, a former 
Royal Navy helicopter pilot, 
and the Reading hooker Scott 
Perkin, who works for the rail- 
way' police, wQJ not be trying 
their damnedest to arrest the 
progress of Moseley and Sara- 


cens respectively. 

Both dubs boast an expansive 


style. Lawrence has scored 14 
Hies on the wing this season, 
while 24 Reading players have 
got on to the scoresbcet to 
date. “At Wigton we play a 
good running game," Lawrence 
said. “We have a mobile set of 
forwards and the backs like 
running straight, hard and true.” 

It is no different for Reacting. 
With such a large list of try- 
scorers theirs is also an expan- 
sive game and they promise 
today will be no different. Mike 
Tewkesbury, their director of 
coaching, said: “We believe in 
getting into the opposition half 
as quickly as possible, but with 
(he ball in hand. Our policy is 
to involve all team members in 
the game and we won't change 
that” 

Although they are at home, 
Reading's task agiinst the big- 
spending First Division club, 
who boast Michael Lynagh and 
Philippe Sella in their line-up, 
looks by far the more onerous. 
Third Division Reading have 
just two full-time professionals 
in their squad, compared with 
Saracens' dozen. 

Those two full-timers are 
fairly impressive though. The 
scrum-half Andre Bachelet, 
who has scored four tries, in- 
cluding two in the previous 
round, and the centre Mark 
Scharrenberg are US Eagles 
having each won almost 20 in- 
ternational caps. But while they 


Riders look 
to topple 
the Towers 


Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 


The Leicester Gty Riders coach. 
Bob Donewald, and his band of 
Americans have pumped life into 
the Granby Halls this season, but 
tonight they are on a hat-trick of 
home defeats against the Bud- 
weiser League champions, Lon- 
don Towers. 

Riders' “in your face” siyle has 
reaped the worst foul count in 
the League, averaging 25 per 
game, and Donewald returns af- 
ter serving a two-game ban for 
being ejected from the League 
Trophy defeat to Chester Jets. 
But the crowd at Granby have re- 
sponded and the London coach, 
Kevin Cudle, is wary of the greet- 
ing awaiting his team: “Games at 
Leicester have always been tough, 
but now they're getting their fans 
hack with that aggressive home 
court atmosphere." 

lowers, toughened by a run 
that has taken them into'ihc last 


32 of ihe European Cup. should 
hardly be psyched out. The 
Leicvslcr-bom Karl Brown, who 
lull London Leopards in the 
summer to join the Towers, said: 
"In the long run the European 
campaign will help. It's hard, but 
it brings the players' level up." 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 


■ftaUto 5wmaru»*w»'pw 
•r cm 9cm 

tfttNttpoot 


fain Jam ft ud b wubK’s 
tof futfdnf dfarnantag 
iBstWfta about fltotetfltWBtoS : 
*1 a nttonM mmapapK 

■ Wteusafr fit your pert. Pp- 
far BBflrthhy, Nw c m * ptoy- 
ff, after hfaflat^htUn t fasm 

lost 2-1 at lowly Coventry. 

■ 1 had to 0 - l Mt fta a 

wtrtng Christines. . 
fYirikCtorit, who resigned as 
Hcrtntffam PortBt manage 
■ittodkf.hMpmbBtdfaM- 
oner a team at dy top of the 
fagatehnopatihiiivoUdiB 
pfedtStawt ltewra . fores cap- 
-tam and cantsiar managa: • 

■ W« wry coradcu ffattha 
kids cant gstnlhe rangsn- 
eraflon oarftgBtteto t he tea tft- 
um. Ws\afaafln tDOsuooBGE&t. 
Newoastfa owner Sfr John Hal 
on tha dub's plans to mow. 



interim 


payments. 


The Rugby Football Union yes- 
terday ignored the delay in Ihe 
English Professional Rugby 
Union Clubs signing thu agree- 
ment the two sides have reached 
and promised nearly £lm to the 
Fust and Second Division clubs 
to help the poorer among them 
to settle their wage bOIs. 

10 The paymentToff 40.000 to 

eachofthe 24 clubs, the first in- 
stallments of the £ 8 m they 
should share this season, are be- 
ing made by the RFU on the ba- 
sis that the agreement that was 
negotiated on 5 December. is 
signed soon. The Epruc dubs 
met yesterday, but Kim De- 
sbayes, Epruc’ & chief executive, 
said: “Unfortunately because 
of Alness, an important docu- 
ment was not available for us to 
consider. So, we will reconvene 
on 7 January in the expectation 
that we can conclude die deal." 

Hie RFU said that the pay- 
ments were beingmade because 
the complex legal and taxation 
issues involved were delaying fi- 
nalising the agreement. ^ 

The Scottish Rugby Union basfty 
turned dawn an appeal by Tim ’ 
Grady, of Edinburgh Wanderers, 
against an 18-montb ban im- 
posed on him last month. Grady 
was died following fas side's Ten- 
nexiis National League match 
against Fortobello FP on 12 Oc- 


tober during which an opponent 
suffered facial injuries. The in- 
ckfemktbesubjettafcuiremav- 
3 and criminal actions. 

Coventry members rejected a 
takeover bid from Coventry 
Gty Football Club by a large ma- 
jonty at an extraordinary gen- 
eral meeting, where the 
pr eferred option was to explore 
the best possible deal with the 
London property group Lean- 
der. Under the Leander pro- 
posal, the dub would become a 
pic and the property group 
would take.a controlling inter- 
est by buying a million £1 dbares. 

The referees' dispute which 
has disrupted this weekend’s 
l W elsh- League programme 
could shortly be resotaxL Fo^ 

thevJLlsb RngtyUmon geoer- 
al committee, WRU officials and 
referees’ representatives wfll sit 
down together to try to settle die 
contentious issue of match fees 
which provoked this weekend's 
strike. 


1 - The Reacting pack practice their scrummaging for today's home Pilkington Cup tie with Saracens, a big-spendmg dub who are two efivisions higher 


Photograph: Robert Hal lam 


are paid between £25,000 and 
£30.000 each, Saracens have ac- 
quired their big names for much 
bigger money. Francois Pienaar, 
the former South African cap- 
tain who joins after Christmas, 
will reportedly pick up £500,000 
in his two and a bit seasons with 
the north London club. 

Wigton have no profession- 
als and Ray Graham is the di- 
rector of coaching of the 
lowliest dub in the competition, 
they are currently second in 
North One, the equivalent of a 
fifth division. Graham only took 


up the coaching duties (un- 
paid of course) at the start of 
the season, but already their di- 
rect, running game has set the 
north alight 

“It's Ray’s coaching that has 
lifted Wigton,” said Lawrence, 
who is trying to get his com- 
mercial flying career off the 
ground. “If you talk to supporters 
they will teU you it is a long time 
since they have seen rugby like 
this played at Wigton. I am re- 
ally enjoying it I know Ffi get the 
bail in a match and IVe been av- 
eraging almost a try a game." 


Graham, 46, who has played 
in all eight forward positions, 
believes in giant- killing. He was 
captain of the Wigton side that 
fefled Sale when Steve Smith 
and Fran Cotton were around. 

Cotton was so angry after that 
24-7 preliminary-round defeat 
that he kicked the changing- 
room door (the club have since 
bad the mark framed). 

Graham's philosophy is sim- 
ple. “If we kick we lose control," 
he said. “Anyway our fly-half 
lane Manihera can't kick very 
well.” The Maori, signed as an 


amateur from rugjby league side 
Carlisle Raiders, is certainly 
not afraid to run the ball from 
hfe own 22 according to his 
team-mates. 

There are ambitious plans 
afoot for Wigton to amalgamate 
with the Raiders, but having also 


acquired a former player of 
theirs, the centre Man Elliott, 
who has improved immeasur- 
ably since his return from the 
13-man code, it looks as if they 
axe well down the fine to pool 


playing resources at least 
Graham is positive about the 


tie. The two sides last met in the 
competition in the 1979-80 sea- 
son, immediately after toppling 
Sale. On that occasion Wigton 
lost at home 7-3 -“to a try that 
wasn't,” claims their secretary, 
Malcolm Sumer 

This time Graham points 
out: “We are better prepared. 
Moseley are still trying to build 
their team. We are also on a run 
having won our last 12 games. 
Ours is a side that believes in 
itself.” 

Down at Reading, Tfewkes- 
bury is more cautious. “The 


days of Dip upsets are going,” 
he said. “There is a vast gulf 
opening between the First and 
some of the Second Division 
dubs and the rest. The profes- 
sonals can train day in, day out, 
improving and grooving tech- 
niques and ball soils. But we re- 
spect Saracens and we feel 
they are a side we can learn 
from.” . 

So there you have it Read- 
ing expect to learn from their 
experience. 

Wigton are bent on teaching 
Moseley a lesson. 
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Whitaker romps to third victory 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Olympia 


John Whitaker continued his ir- 
resistible form when he rode the 
1 7-year-old Virtual Village 
Grannusch yesterday to gain his 
third victory of the Olympia 
Show Jumping Championships. 

He defeated Bert Romp of 
the Netherlands, who was fin- 
ishing runner-up to Whitaker 
and Grannusch for the fourth 
time in four weeks. Having 
jumped his swift round on 
Burg's Samantha, Romp was far 
from complacent. “With John 


behind me I don't count on win- 
ning any more,” he said. 
“Grannusch is very fast and 
John is not the slowest." 

Whitaker proved the point 
when he overtook Romp by 
Q.llsec, but it was not yet over 
for the Dutch. Jos Lansink, 
who was last to go in the jump- 
off on the grey Backus, had time 
in hand when he hit the last 
fence to leave the British with 
another victory. 

At that point Ireland's Paul 
Darragh was the only one 
among a formidable contingent 
of overseas riders who had won 
an international competition at 
the show. Whitaker was con- 


tented with the fact the other 
eight events had gone to home 
riders. “Olympia brings out the 
best in us,” Whitaker said. "It’s 
the best British show and we pull 
out all the stops for iL I won't 
be going to a show next week so 
there's no worry about saving the 
horses for the next outing.” 

Nick Skelton and virtual 
Village Zalza, who bad woo the 
Vink Christmas Masters so im- 
pressively on Thursday night, 
continued to catch the eye yes- 
terday. First to go in the jump- 
off, the bright chestnut gelding 
made his only error going into 
the final double, and he even- 
tually finished in sixth place. 


Skelton has ridden Zalza for 
just six weeks. The horse was 
partnered by a Dutch girl, Kyra 
Swdheim, and Romp remembers 
seeing him jump in the Nether- 
lands. “He was placed in sever- 
al grands prixwfth Kyra, but with 
Nick be is already a completely 
different horse,” Romp said. 

Ben Dunning, 17, won the 
SpeedhneTfefeoom Young Show 
Jumper of the Year title on his 
first appearance at Olympia. He 
rode Miss Party Piece, an eight- 
year-old mare who represents his 
main hope for selection at next 
year's Junior European team. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 23 
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boost tourists send for ‘Doc’ 
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New England regime puts faith in attack 


Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 


England’s first post-Olympic 
training camp, which ended 


training camp, which ended 
yesterday at Ulleshall, was de- 
scribed by the England man- 
ager. David Whittle, as “a real 
culture shock.” 


The new aiach. Jon Royce, 
anointed to take a squad to 


appointed to take a squad to 
Karachi in March for an elite, six 


nations tournament made up of 
the world champions, Pakistan, 
the Dutch Olympic champions. 
Australia. Germany, Korea and 
England, has concentrated only 
on attacking formations, a pat- 
tern of play foreign to British 
sides in recent years. 

The players have responded 
welL particularly Bobby Dutch- 
ley and Danny Hall, together 
with a late addition, Tedding- 
ton’s Nick Conway, who until re- 


cently was a hockey coach in the 
United States. 

After lasing the first of their 
training games during the week, 
3-0 to National League leaders 
Cannock, England have had 
useful wins against Barford 
Tigers 6-2 and Beeston 6 -L Can- 
way leads the way with five goals. 

No alternative to specialist 
penalty-comer striker CaJum 
Giles has been found and it 
looks as if the Olympic lop-scor- 


er’s place for the trip is assured. 


Although pleased with the 
eek. Whittle accepted that 


week. Whittle accepted that 
there was a moun tain to climb. 

This weekend’s domestic 
scene is virtually limited to the 
second half of the Midland 
Counties Indoor championship 
at Kidderminster where Stour- 
port and Barford Tigers have al- 
ready reached tomorrow's last 
four. Harboroe and Cannock are 
likely to complete the line-up. 


Brian Lara at last rediscovered 
his best form on the tour of Aus- 
tralia as the West Indies rallied 
on the second day of their four- 
day match against Victoria in 
Wangaratta yesterday. 

The tourists were 3 19 for 5 at 
stumps in reply to Victoria's first 
innings total of 354, with Lara’s 
86 from 70 balk the best hatting 
spell of the day, though his dis- 
missal left West Indies’ officials 
upset. 

Lara was given out hit wick- 
et before tea off the bowling of 
David Saker, but the. tourists 
said he should have been ruled 
not out because he bit his wick- 
et when he set off for a run 
rather than when playing the 
shot “1 hope this is tne last piece 
of bad luck I can have on this 

tour,’’ Lara said afterwards with 
admirable diplomacy. His in- 
nings featured a 22 -baH spell in 
the middle session when he 
smashed bis way from 43 to 86 . 

He was particularly harsh 
on the Victorian leg-spinner 
Brad Stacey, taking 33 off two 
of his overs with eight fours and 
a single. The opener Sherwin 
Campbell made 80 while Carl 
Hooper scored 49. , 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFIELD 


David “Doc” Murray has flown 
m from Auckland to provide an 
immediate cure for Wigan’s 
relatively threadbare squad in 
the Boxmg Day match against 
St Helens. 

The 24-year-old Murray will 
go straight into his new side at 
fall-back for die fixture. “TOj still 
have a very small squad by our 
standards and the arrival of a 
player of Doc’s ability can only 
increase the competition for 
places,” said the Wigan coach, 
Graeme West. 

Murray - the medical quali- 
fication is merely the lingering 
symptom of a childhood nick- 
name - impressed in two 
matches against the Great 
Britain tourists this autumn. 
“Salford bad already made me 
an offer but when Wigan came 
in 1 had no hesitation," he said. 

He will play on Boxing Day 
against a former team-mate at 
the Auckland Warriors, St He- 
lens’ new prop Julian O’NeilL 
Wigan’s two other recent sign- 
ings, the forwards, Stephen 
Holgate and lan Sherratt, will 


also make their debuts in the 
same match. The influx of new 
blood is particularly well timed 
because Wigan are far from cer- 
tain to be able to call upon their 
players on loan to rugby union 
dubs - Gary Connolly, Jason 
Robinson, Henry Paul and 
tfe’aiga TUigamala. The dob's £ 
football manager, Joe Lydon, 
said that discussions about the 
availability of those players 
would carry on into next week 
Oldham have signed the 
winger-cum-centre Vince Eaw- • 
cect, who played last season for 

the Austr alian rhth Parramatta 

Fawcett, previously with Leeds 
and Workington Tbwn, wflTalso 
make his first appearancefor his 
new dub over the bofida/seasoa 
Scott Naylor. Salford's new 
international, and second-row . 
forward Craig Randall have 
handed the Super League new- - 
comers a double boost by sign- 
ing new, two-year contracts. 
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Leeds Rhinos have signed 
sir second player from North 


their second player from North 
Queensland Cowboys, in 23- 
year-old utility back Damian 
Gibson, a former Australian 
schoolboy international. He 
joins his fellow countryman 
Jamie Mathiou at Heading! ey. 


Hr 
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TODAY 

Football 

J.O unless 50 M 

FA CARLS8ERG VASE TMrd rami: Kuch- 
nan Town v Newcastle Towr: KlncMey Attrieac 
« SumfottL THnJ-rouad raptajrc Bnag- 
nortft v 5|»fefeti£ Greenwch Boroutfi v Con- 
rart Ranges 11 JA. 

•OS LEASUC Premier DMskxc Bishop's 
SurHoni v VM mU Cneraevv Daffnham A Itea- 
tv<dee-. OuN*ch « Gnjvs; EnfinU v Bomcam 
Wood; Hendon v Carsfiaajn: Heifinqjivanm- 
kvOifcKlCdvv (VTgSorwn; St AUxani vhiar- 
nm: Sutton um v Sianes; veactng v fttchn. 
Ffcat O » U liwi . * f» n OKn lawn vQojdon; Auer- 
sAat v TootoiK A Mrrctvun: Bacon v Mjfyw. 
BUlencay w Boewx Regis u 

Thanie. Chesium v Kktexy, Hanpsn ir WO«- 
ttwe l£)ton Pmranj v W Weifl B Bi; dtnge 
vMadertiaKtWJttonAHersftamgBerttfiam- 
steft WhMekafe v Campy iaana Second n- 
vMmt: Chvshunt » Wiwnhop; Cdgeafe v 
Bonstoao: EKham v ivefntdmr. Heme Kemp- 
stead v Baffcxnp HOfaiam v Bedtont Hur^r- 
fofd v UetiopoUan Poke: UjKheiteao v 
WWtor 6 Eton: leg** w Coftei Row & Ron 
tott ’iHwiyv Oortuiv; Ware v BrachneB; Wrfh- 
am v Oialfont St Mor. IhW DhUxe 
BWW V VwAhtonc CanAeitay » Tone 
□spun v East ffunodc Epsom 5 Ewell . Aw>- 

lov; HjHOM v fiociowB Heath: Km&bun w 

lewos; NwtfWMa v Kertoni: souatm v 
Nomsuch. 

UNISdtD LEACUE Premier OMcton: Bam- 
berBndgevWitton: BahcpAuaiare . Run- 
cam: BuaanvlancasKr: Dctoyn&*;v&nei: 
FncMev « hmiOcr. Gamsboroupi i < Banwc 
Cvise*ey * Chortey. Hyde <t Bosom me Let* 
» Aocnpgton Stantes; Wnsfvti v Btah Soar 
fans. Brat P Wefa ne Ashao Urintogv Proite- 
<Jen v StocKsbndea. Eastemca Town , 
Warten^on; Fadey Ceftw v uw Ust Gnat 
Hanuaod v aretna: Town v Vftx v- 

sop: Hald-fto 0amug[ v Athcnon IR: iVhc- 
ley 8jy ■ Braeforf Rnk Awnut 
DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pnmrfar Otwbtac 
atflock u Hatcfowen Town; Ciinfandffi Co> 
v woBcwr Chdmdbrt v /teWwct Mrim 


v Mennyr Tydfil; Dorchester v Burton: 
Gravesend v Sudoiav Town; Gresiey Romv 
Hasans Newpat afc vAnmana; Nuneaton 
v Gtoucesrer: Sm^xxono v Crawiev. Mfck 
tandOMriop: Btfston v V5 Rugy Dudley v 
Grartharr.; Evesham v Corby: Hinckley Town 
* Bemvorrr Bimsiori vShepAed: Moor aeen 


second nnt Eastwood Hanley vBurseounrc 
Ma0tui«Gk»sop:Mosaleywaitharae:Pan- 
ntb vAtnefTon CoCenes; TrteyVteSiary Ho*<- 
erOld Boys; Traflonl y Danmn: vauxhall GM 
v NantWKfi. 

NORTHERN COtMTCS EAST LEAGUE Pre- 
mtar DtvMoK Atmthorpe v HatMd MaH: 


LEMSUEOFMOUESrCrvrnarthenvnntOon- 
nah - * Quay v Newtown: Rhyl » Inter Catfle-W 
CarSffi Ton Rantra v Uareantftad; MMpoef 
v Porthmadog. 

WELSH CUP Fourth raaodt Aberystwyth v 
Ebb* Vale; Barry v Corneas Bay; Brtton Far- 


Arnold v Ossett Town: AaMeU v ThacMey: 
Baper v Pldeig Betf vtashonpdon; Htf- 
lan v Sheffleki: Uatt&y v Uvwsedge; PontB- 
fract v Density: Sdtqr v North Femby. 
SCREWnX tmeCT LEAGUE Premier DM- 
sfen: Bideftxd v Uangotsbeld: Bnc^aser v 
BrU r woniCalneirftlil&atOwnlvTomngwn: 
Odd Down v Taunton; tauten v Barnstaple: 
westbvy v Thwrron. tea PUBps Cap sec- 
ond rmmt Cmditon » Keynsham. 
UHISPOKT UNITED COtWTES LEAGUE 
PnteerDMstoKCo^rtnevAeRissBnMr- 
riees Btactetone v Bouts; Newport HagnO 


Town v Wes mouth; Crenoestef v DarttorU 
Oeveter v Fieec Enrh & Betedere v Csvier- 
lua: Fatham » weaon-swet-Mare: Havant 
v Tonhndfie: Uarga® v Forest Green Aam: 
St Leonares Stamooftv Waterfomde; Trow- 
ondw w Basrtey. Waney * Ftswr; Va» v Naw- 
POrtiHWi. 

raemnm oswBiirNORnmM league 

First OMteKOiesier-ie-Saeet v West Au*- 


uuwn , ilivi i-KSTj. UWSCKSOUpi ¥ 

BUtgrjn Symnona Uuun vDuston FB: 
Riv NeMasoe « Eaviggn; Seanam Red Sttr 
v Women: suacti wtsqwiam: Tow laa-u 
Conserr Wtnb« v Dumam. 

HTERLlNK EXPRESS M8XANDALUANC& 
BaraeO v Rocester: BiakeruA v Q m tew 
Halesowen Hamm v PtiuS VJIa; Rusted 
Wyrn^v-Eon^iSand^BOro^ivBoid- 
mem St Mctett; SWhal V Ranhore; Kr>per- 

west UsSands PNce v SVilientea. 

JEWStW EASTERN LEAGUE PrsoterOM- 
D« * Mach: Falienham v tewai 4. 
RWSW vUi Yarmouth v Tiptmc I faj hirt i 
v&xjesion: ka&ead v rdnstowe; Lowest- 
cfl v Sotiam; S*^*rmart« v &sy Town: Sud- 
tei> Town * Cocton: Wertnys w MMdbMK 
WISDBCD V SMftur y Wanderers. 

JEW80H WCSSOUEAGUE: Toaon v Gosport 
Borough: AenaurunuiEs v East Cowes: 
Boumonouth FC v TTutcham; Bnxten te ist 
v feerefieW; Chretchu.Tn vBemerton H e arn : 
Cow« v rWtsmoulh RN: Downton s Whn- 
thues: E*»gi v BAT; Ramsey v Ryde: Iftn- 
OOrne v Andover. 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Ftet «- 
vision: CteddeRon v Prescot hsiSBtsre « 
BUcfcoocL Rwenc Sbdonj v Mane Road; St 
Helens «- Rouendalc. CbaDense Cop 


iy v BP UtsKtocy; Caernarfon v Corny 
(2.30); Qanss Quns v Cwmbran (2.09; 
MaesteetailcvHoiyweK Rath TVwynw Caar- 
sw 12.0); Rxmcatrt v Pott TaJbot (2X». 


» Wnaorc Ncmampeon Sponcvv LongBuck- 
oy: Spsw«ig v Homeach; Sw«rt» 4 Uoytfs 
OjrOy V Potetv UMfir&ioruugt v Stamford. 
LMgua Cup i B C O od w w t teiea Town v 
StNeots; Eynesbuy v Desborou^e Fad Sports 


vMok Bugas HI v Stanton: Eastboiane 
Toar » Hassodo; Lanawy v Attntt Qakwoaa 
vSeber. Peacdmcn ilefecanbe v Horsham 
YMCA: PortfieU v MM Ott; Souttrwich v Pag- 
twn; Three Bruges v Hadstenr. Wteehawh 
v fttwner, Wi* v SBMean. 

WMS1QNIEAD KENT LEAGUE RntDMdm: 
Chadtam vThamesmead: Comttsan ir Rjmess 
Crocfcenhdi « WhnstaWa (2.15!; Deal v Carv 


HemeBm vCBk ShmpQr vlxatfewood: Slade 
Green it Fauentam: R a ms e aie v Wbabnch. 
PRESS AJOURNU.WGMLANDl£AGUe StO- 
ra Rarygan v Wlcfc Academy: Dwerarwale v 
Buctte ihsae: « Umemutc Rmc Wtam 
v OachnanxWn: Fraserburtfi v Petemead; 
tendyvCaKRansn- 

SMRNOFFHSH LEAGUE Prenter DMftet: 

CWWirtte v UnSeSd; Coterane v Ponadown; 
Oenavon « Ams: Gtentoran v Ousaoers. Rnt 
DMeleo: 8 atydjre v Newry: Bangor v Drs- 
May; Lame v BaByrnena; Omeeti s Garrick 


Rugby Unton 

PU0M90N CI)P FMiiwnd: BMP v ten- 
don Irish Otn: Couniy « Kendal (3A); 
Gloucester v leads G.O): Hartequnsv Chel- 
tenham (3.0); Lacester v Newbuy (2-30); 
Moseley v Wigton Hot NeOMwri * Lon- 
don Scott sn i3J3); Oner « Bedford (1.4SI: 
PrasronGtass ho ppe re vK ofl y ianxir 12 J); 
Readhs v Saracers (2X): Rotherham w 
Ross^i Pbtk Sate t Rfchmond 009; 

Waeflett v Wacedoo (230k Wasps « Rt«by 
(230) (atSudbuy). 

COURAGE CUJBS CHAfRPtONSW* Mm- 

Mwd I eatestlwwe: faster vHegemOJOi: 

HeniieteafVMe (2. 15k London WtttfiwAlor- 
ley Q.15}; Lychejnr Rettuth (2U)); Wariteale 
v Liverpool St Helens (236). National 
laa&re Four North: BmUmStam & SolUdl 
v Sandal (230); Manrdiester v Asparta 
£230); Stoke-on-Trent v ShefHd £230): 
Snaondge v Nuneaton t230k Worcester v 
Hereford (230). Natfooal IMM Four 
South: BatMng v Weston-soar-Mare (230); 
bwton ftnt v Asteans (230); hbi Mteomte 
V Norm MWiham (2.15): Mstrapolltaft Bobce 
v Henley (230): Plymouth v Cambartey 
(230). 


TBUNBTTSSCOmSHCHUtflONSWPra. 
m>erlea0io1Nn!OMaiaicS!amrtfcMel- 
idfe FPvMusesfcunh CttB.rwndsrl sattii 

FawMiDIvWnraOombrpWnevHteead/Jor- 

da#M (2XH; QaratmouOi v Qndonians (23); 
Landhokn v HadOngun (id). 

MSURANCE CORPORATION RUSH LEAGLE 
Fkst OhUorc Ba B y ma na v Oid Crescent 
(230); Genyowen v Dmmnnon <230k 
Lansdowns * hsnnta (23®; 0B Betedere 
v Btedeoek ColeflS (230); 0M Wesley v 
Terenure Cotegi 230); St Mays CtSte^i v 
Shannon £230); Yknng Monster v Code Ccn- 
sntudon (230). T soand Plil sl pn : Oonmrf v 
Halted (230h DrSPtei vDeny (230); Grey- 
stones vDLSP I230t; Malone v Wanderers 
(230); Mon ta ttmn v Sunday's WM (230); 
NIRCv UCC (230k Shames v Bectne Rarnn 
(230). 

CLUB MATCH: WtVRKton Parts w Wttstf 
(235). 


Hocfcny 


NORTH DMsIoo One: Norton v Ben Rhyd- 

MDLANDNTpORCHAMPKTNSIflPftxilC: 

Edgaarcnn. Hwbome. Beesmn, Bwmia a w. 
Pool Ifc Shmteuiy, West Bodvforti.Wclder- 
mnaw. Csmock. S30 to GX» «ar Mtear- 
minsUf). 


TOMORROW 


FootbaH 

KARP 1ABBB NADONAL CZAGOE OF BSAND 
Praoter DMsIaie BreyWtederere vSNp H ovsn 

(20); Deny Otyv Bohemians (3.15): 


■ • 11 ' ta 


Rugby League 
SHJtevraMUBMECUP Rrst nnnfc te- 
ksmuThetoHetthQ-O); Borrow WanovWs- 
teheed {2.0); Bmreriey v Embassy (23); 

BlacM>roo(<vKe«st2XB:Dew5te5MoorvUp- 

100 A Riddey (23); Dudtey HI v Park Am£ 
ten 1230); &a Leeds' v Kingston ctmmon 
t2.dk Eastmoor v Worth VIBaffl C2J); Epe- 


Ice hockey 

SJTOAOfcBarinffWeBsiMnvBrach- 
ne! Bees (630); Menctieaser Storm v Ayr Sca- 
Drti Eagles (6.40): totontfwn tamtm w 
SheO»« SteeiK5(7X)). 

PREMIER LEAGUE: Guddtad Flames v 
Ksi&ton Hawks (S3); Petebonx«h Pirates 
V Sough Jets (530k Tehbrt t«sis v Med- 
way Seam (730). 

NomrsiwpREMBi LEMue Ctedemate 

KttgMavRfc Hyws (6.0k Muraydskl Roy- 
te v Wfffley Warrtors (7.0): Paisley Pirstrav 
BfacWxun HtM4s (7.0). 


Rugby UnEon 

Scottish iNTEB-nsnacr c w tMm m 
Ctteduno V ScadW Betters (KS M WMIltft 
Edrtur^*GteB»(23a)«Myreoaei. 
PBMMTW CUP HRk note) BrtadvBMB- 
he«h (33): Newcsstev West HsntspocS (2.01.. 






RngbyLeagne 

SHX CUT CUP Rmt lUMMfcftockpo 
(230): SeddswOrtfl v Bhnoatnjtfi 


: jErstL.' 1 - • 


Ico boefcoy 

SWBBSUUEt^r&tesrNoarUm W« 
(630; Csncff DeWavwanchegTcr SSxm (RCg: 


Sheffield StssMtt vBradsiea 


BMon (R30K 
(630. 


I*- ,Viji . , *••- 1 


BUOWE1SER LEAGUE; Dedqr Storm vCtestBr 

last (730); Leicester RMn« Code london 
wweca (730); Ne*cs$fe Eagles * Peugeot 


PRMBR UGABUE; NiUNDh HMKS vSIBIteltti 
&4%Maihe|'Bwtsw6MeMReniB0iiK- 
Pea tmuu giHuag « Teton) TlgBrc(E3C 


montv Foly Lane £23): Psameraane Ams- 
tturv west Bdnirg (23); Home! Hemostaad 
v Lews UTMSrtity (230); Haworth v Students 
RtOB Q30j)U Dodcrs v Bte>s CA; LO 01 


. Bnnkuhan (730); Hamel & 
teyals v Manore^er dents (730); Thames 
Valley Tiftm v Correiw Crystal Palace (83). 
NATIONAL LEAGUE HrstDMstal Men): Ud 
Sussex vOteon (730); HottntfiNnvCDWfi- 
ny (S3); OWond v Solera (8.0). (Worttenk 

Notthan u on v Sheffield (8.0); Nomraiamv 

Bkrranghtsn (6.0); Rhondda v B&Kfctt i 
Doembam (630); SpeOhome v Karteedan 


v KfiMiey Atoon (2.0k Le«i Mnmv 
ikOk luck Lane vSCBrnrMwOO); 
Mqyflte vEcdes RO); Mftrd eNttSnd (23); 
Mton v tteffnshaw (2.0); Moldgreen v 
Durhan Urmarsty (23); Normaraon v Clay- 
ton (2.01: OUTtam St Ames V Siddsl tZJJr 
Outon V uses* AH (23); Ovenden v Hms- 
gG»n Ufr. RadM vionoon Coknais (ZOh 


swalec cup mi round; Rhpnney v Am- 
martonuio) 156 ywte (Cartftfr (nsowte) v 
Aberaaety (230); Whffiand v Bum was 
(2.301; Abercam v Vsoac^ntas (230); 
Bttclamad v Huwaun (23Q); Nencasde Em- 
tyn u ReacMen (230). 

WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE FMOtiUxt 
Almseftciftasponal SteOnd DMriorc Aber- 
am « Maesag(23Q); uendoveiy vObesteys 
(230). 


IsG fites * Swindon mutes (7.01. 
NORMEmraEMER LEAGUE: GttdcunHwds 

vWhraqrwamoaitBJQ. 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE He F%wsvi>Jrtl»VW» 
(63Q): BtamyOM « meiey I630L- ' 


: • r- ; 

- 

rv 


Shwr Crass vgRK (2.0); Sawtfiv Queens 
(2.0); Thomtdl v New EarswMi 12-0): VWbwy 
Central tfVWstfiek) Hd» OOl: West Hiii v 
East Hul (2.0); Wien StJuXaviltean Bose 
BR aO); W®n St Pawn's v Haltm Smms 
Qws (230); Wdofetonv Gateshead (230L 
York Acwnvfryaon (2.0). 


Ottiwr sports 

C MUMftS B)MM (Manchoter). 

EqLESIRUnEU: Olympia ChamplanshkB 
Wenanpan, tondoni; 


Buskotbsfl 

BUDWESER LEAGUE Chew Jstsv Leiesdsr 
ftdam (fljOl: Peu<sot Bute s a smingi ii n 
in’s Wonting Bean (73). 
NATKMALLEMUCFtaBtOMaioaatald:GjM 
ta«J v VteDTWnHr (7 JOB Umpod v Cadfl BJOt 
Moddnvltee(dA(Wrated:tteld)v 1 haGK . 
VBBsy (330L 




m : 


AmUAMMASANeuanalMGiteChampiQn- 


Ottiarapoifa 

aauepBMiBH u OMiwaawapBiWMsflM*- 

neon, LOndonl. . . - _ 

«WE Moiconl CU0 9-8al CJoftmBBfEarwe * 
Arasdce (Desenhan). 

tW—n w a- ASANgHonal tew Q y ptonWP 
(Sheffiera. ’ - 
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sport 


Inchcailloch to shoot down Missile 


Racing 


GREG WOOD 

As weather forecasters warned 
of a bitingly cold weekend yes- 
terday, many a prayer will have 
been offered up from Portman 
Square for the well-being of next 
Thursday’s Boxing Day cards. 
The nationwide freeze which 
blanked out the entire holiday 
programme 12 months ago is 
still a painful memory for rac- 
ing administrators as well as 
hookies, since it resulted in a 
drop in annual betting turnover 
figures and thus in the Levy. 

Another similar loss would be 
a significant blow at what is al- 
ready a difficult time and the 
British Horseracing Board 
stepped in yesterday to ensure 
that at least one meeting will 
take place by sanctioning an ex- 
tra all-weather card at Ungfield 
to bring the number of Boxing 
Day meetings up to 11. 

Nor does it help that today’s 
excellent card at Ascot coincides 
with the final Saturday before 


Christmas, when minds and wal- 
lets will be more concerned 
with those difficult last-minute 

f resents. "There is almost 
150,000 in added money on of- 
fer at the Berkshire track on a 
programme which includes one 
Grade One event and two 
Grades Twos, notto mention the 
Betterware Cup Handicap 
CJtase, the most obvious betting 
event, for good measure. Even 
in a season when time is un- 
usually precious, it is worth tak- 
ing a few minutes to sort out this 
last contest in particular. 

The first problem to consid- 
er is hist how much effect the 
drizzle which feti on Ascot for 
much ofyesterday will have had 
on the going. Though it is still 
predicted as generally good-to- 
firm, water has an unfortunate 
effect on Ascot, and can rapid- 
ly turn the ground into sticky goo. 
The ground was fast at the five- 
day stage and trainees made their 
entries accordingly, so any soft- 
ening of the surface might count 
against several of today's run- 
ners, Strong Medicine and Un- 


guided Missile (for whom three 
miles is at the top-end of the sta- 
mina range) being the most ob- 
vious candidates. 

The possibility lhat Unguid- 
ed Missile might not quite get 
home is an intriguing one, since 
the major bookmakers makes 
him the moming-line favourite. 
He makes little appeal at 
around 3-L but the same can- 
not be said of Inchcailloch, his 
principal market rivaL 

The winner not only of the 
Cesarewitch Handicap at New- 


market but also three chases in 
the last two months, Jeff King s 
chaser has apparently found a 
new burst of improvement at 
the age of seven. And, while the 
7-2 offered by Coral this morn- 
ing wiD not bring retirement sig- 
nificantly closer, it is still a very 
fair price. Major BeD, runner- 
up to the handicap blot Strong 
Promise at Ascot four weeks 
ago, may be a danger over to- 
day's extra half-mile, but INCH- 
CAILLOCH (nap 2.20) wfll 
surely take all the beating. 



We can only hope that the 
BBC’s technicians will remem- 
ber to press ‘‘record" on the 
video at 12.35 and allow view- 
ers a good look - not just the 
last 200 yards - at the novice 
chase which opens the card. 
Simply Dashing, among the 
most impressive norice chasers 
seen out this season, has the ob- 
vious credentials, but there are 
several novices of great poten- 
tial - including Or Royal, 
Cheryl’s Lad and Country Star 
- in opposition, not to mention 
Oh So Risky, who should need 
little^ introduction. The race 
will figure prominently in form 
study before the Cheltenham 
Festival in March. 

So loo should the Long Walk 
Hurdle, the day’s richest event, 
and a fascinating contest in 
which only Top Spin can be im- 
mediately discounted, and lhat 
as a result of his attitude prob- 
lems. The race at Newbury 
three weeks ago, in which What 
A Question defeated Trainglot, 
will loom large in most punters' 
calculations, but it would be wise 


not to overlook the claims of 
Pleasure Shared (next best 
1.45). A winner over fences ear- 
lier this season, Philip Hobbs's 
runner is also very capable over 
hurdles, and would not be in- 
convenienced by any ease in the 
ground. 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Storm Alert 
(Ascot 250) 

NB: Cheryl's Lad 
(Ascot 1235) 

Make A Stand, recent winner 
of a competitive handicap at 
Sandown, should take the Ken- 
nel Gate Novice Hurdle, 
though as with the novice chase, 
there are several opponents 
with potential and impeccable 
conbectons who deserve re- 
spect Hie hard cash may be bet- 
ter saved for Mr Percy (3.20), 
who is tightly raced and im- 
proving, and may surprise some 
better-known rivals, including 
Paddy’s Return. last season’s 
Triumph Hurdle winner. 


ASCOT 

l.Uh MAKE A STAND won one of 
the season’s most competitive hand- 
icap hurdles at Sandown last time 
and has the experience, as well as 
the ability, to win this. Latahaab was 
a useful stayer on the Flat for the 
trainer of Rowdiffe Court, Reg 
Aleshina, but disappointed badly on 
his last two starts and may find this 
nip too sharp over jumps. Perfect 
Pal, sent our by a very capable train- 
er. looks a greater threat. 

□EX) 

L45: WHAT A QUESTION and 



TTaingJot are meeting for the third 
time this season and while the 
weights now favour Jimmy FitzGer- 
ald’s charge, the selection finished 
so strong at Nentvzy last trme that 
she can prevail again . 


Z20: GO BALLISTIC is 101b bet- 
ter off for the 3*A lengths by which , 
be was beaten by IncbauUodi over j 
this track and trip last time, when 
a mistake two fences out tinned his 
chance. He had previously won im- 
pressively over this course and dis- 
tance^ which suits him so well. Major 
Bdl also performed well here last 
time when beaten by only the ex- i 
tremefy wen-handicapped Strong 
Promise, while Hinting Trix is an- 
other progressive performer who is 
the one contender that would not 

he Troubled if the gnrng V wanri^ ^ jv. 

predabiy softer. 


12 646-443 RlWRBAlit ROSE {33) W Oaf 5 10 0_ 

13 .040 MJNSON (15) ROdm 7 10 a 


_D 


-filmy 


HYPERION 

12.25 Mister RM 1255 Lord Gyttene 130 
Bumtwood Melody 2D5 Art Prince 235 Arith- 
metic 345 Garoto 335 Pot Black UK 


-lStfectaml- 

MntaroiK&£ 10a. riwngKEAiat&'ifc Rosa 9ai2h Meson 9a Tfc 
BBIMft M Mwn t w . 4-1 MtetorBtate, 84 Cbota M,8-ltaty, ID- 
1 Rhertate than, 12-1 Evszio RMd, 34-1 Often 


2.05 


GOING: Good to Soil (Good In places). 

■ Lell-hand coarse. Run-in of 170yd- 

■ Course is SE of uram near B6017. Unoseier station (Dertay- 
Crevrc line) adjoins coarse. ADMISSION: Gab 5 IS (QAPsEU); 
TaucnaOs 510 (OAPs £7); Course 53. GAB PARK: Flee. 


E3 


BUNKERED FIRST TOffi: Gntteridge [V1SX), 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Art Prince (£06) won 

at Doncaster on Saturday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BUNNEllft Headward JO) has been cen 190 
rota bjr L Lungo from Cemnhostown, Dumfries. 


To“OKl TECHNWU. HGH SCHOOL PAST PUP1S 
NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q £3,000 2m 
U54 MSIBt RM (34) (D) (K) N TsBOr-Daws 4 11 5_J> WNtt 

522-313 PRUSSIA (43) WO*5 11 5 ! DM 

013-253 SAMAMD(3E) (DJ Ms LSekM 4 115 01 


541 STORMY PASSAGE (IRPHotts 6 11 5 Atomy 

MLUflMMEH M IWnmCM 7 10 12 lfeCB*are{3) 

3/ BAWri«llAD<831}CMofcX*610l2 IRKsmogh 

P-20352 CWOrS RUST <32)5 ****41012 _ 

56-PPB SUTtESDOE (8) T Had# 6 10 12 — — I laaiaaea B ' 


HEATHYARDS NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,200 added 2m 5f 

1 Q32F1 ART PRICE (7) C Brooks 6 120 MBany(7) 

2 RW7 PEMLHQCU}DNCt»bon7114 RJotaaoa 

3 33FP60 SPEANHBlOAGAM(29KatlB«Br7113JtMmayl9V 

4 P0044-0 ROMANS G(J9t (14) M WMnson 9 10 5 IJfTSaMwn 

5 036344) MMLSCOURT(U)JBdett9104 LONara 

6 F LU M E 1 14 0 1 (17) Garnett 6 100 CtomyB 

7 0200- MROHCHU (295) M VMmgy 6 10 0 Jlarmnee 

8 006 IRSIICCOIBr(2l)ATi*nal510D DrettU 

9 30620 PIASSY BOY pi) H Birte 7 10 0 R&*pte 

10 TO506P (BOHTARDS BOY (22) D M£am 6 10 0 DUMB 

-lOdactaad- 

UMrun: IDsl 7nro wo&xs; Pfassf Boy Sst 12b, Heathrank Bey Sst lOti 
BEHBttA-fi Art Priaca, 7-1 Peari&et, 8-1 Spearhead Agrio, Wife Cowt, 
10-1 Bremen, 14-1 Room Gtaa, Honing Motto, 20-1 attars 

HOUGHTON LMJGHAN HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS B) £7,000 2m4fli0yrfs 

B0>RESaFTC3Q2)UsMRfi l eiey71110 N firth 

DRIEUNTfVQ P Hates 5 11 5 fitomy 


23 5 


MPQ20 JOSHUA'S VSRM (212) Rise 5 10 12 PHetfey{3) 

3 MMASB(NI)(42)SfinWw5rl012-»-~uAJ4M|Mi 

0P23P3T NflAKA (583) C8p iVtotw 9 10 12 .W Marten 

P OUR TOM pi) Jt .. 

PEROT BRAIMNAflE ifePWIrta 4 10 12. 

00 RACMG lBJBGRAPIt (63) C JUST 61012 £ Hope (3) 

00 ROOSMUSK(3S9Mto80Mr51O12 DatotByntt 

562 VICTORIA DAY (43) B McMtan* ID 7 TDeeoarto (3) 

-lfidadmd- 

8ErtW6i 94 Storey Peetage, 9-2 Meter ta. M f— 4it , 6-1 tat- 
Ns. 10-1 Vfctpds fey. Percy Ptefltart ta, 14-1 Where 

CHRB TALBOT 39THBRTH0AY HAND- 
ICAP CHASE £5400 added 3m 


L 121308- 

2 1122QO 

3 P3Q11-4 

4 3UW36 

5 211-2*2 . . 

6 5*06-22 wmcauepumitasiMaDnsioo. 
■7 ' 411062 
8 244313. 


OUTSET (21) (D) MHmrond BID 12 MrC 

BEACHYHEADPDMJ J07MI81Q8 

MMUNMND OS) tin Htetft 4 10 0 


ARtlHUEDC (3S) (D) Ms J Ronsn 6 ID 0 WMsBfeo 

DAUY Bor pi) gf) T Eaaaty 4 ID O-^^j.gy^up m 


1255 


252223 UXBeaiBC(M)mSBnMm8120JlrRtontan 
R1222-F WtmTOMSTORPmmONehtaroTlieLRJtea 

133FP43 BRAES OF UM (37) N hendevoo 6 11 5 IRKhmm^ 

133F-23 C&HCT0IM (U) (COBB 09im«cd B 113-J AMoCalby 

10D4F3 SAILOR JMipD(OPMnn9U 2 WIMan 

UP414- MV MAM WN (234) T GUI* 8 10 8 DWsM 


/1322P CMU49DRD UlCi PS T Thomson Jans 8 ID 0 JB Pm«I 

-Tiodmtd- 

MMiwi wnlfft: 1CIS. lit* tandmpmjfit Caringbrf Lata SU 10IBS. 
BETIMB S4 VMM’s YowSloty, U4 U rt flyiwe . 7-1 CMMctoia. 8- 
1 Ban of Mw, Safct Jlro, 104 My MMn Hsa, 20-1 Cartsltod likes 

MANNY BERNSTEM NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 3m UOyds 

THIV (USA) (388) A SHOW 6 11 10 TBkqrV 

MSTER BLAKE (B) (D) R Lee B 118 RJotmoa 

C0Ot£HHiaU0NkJt«n511 7 ** R ttantoo (S) 

PHU»PSTGea»7US TJmM 

--RtapM 

BPaweiv 


230 


1 EPS4/23- 

2 & 13216 

3 0F4-534 

4 4404 

5 3SR-EG1 

6 0545 

7 PPUUOO 

8 5FUBF-5 

9 04445 

10 m?U46- 

11 231055 


MUrommva: ItJst Duehm*apBe#iBi Wi&sckSsiSft ArOmedc 
: 9a?Lai, OalySaySsriatii V : 

UrTOMk S-2 &mme GM, 7-2 Dr lavi, 4-1 thtat, 9<I UaKn^M. 
7-ltMy Bay, ID-1 AriUnmUc, 12-1 ottam 

lonEI WELLMAN PLC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5400 added 2m 

1 130203 fiAHOLO (HQ pi) C Brooks 6 11 0 DCHspnr 

2 04QUy OBUIAVB (79^ O’ P Rocnart 9 11 0 QfPPiRdwd 

3 21201 -P ROBMSPRDE(iqCPoplBni6110 TDascaato(3) 

4 3U-15P RflUE9a)(37}DMcMDn611Q RJotonaB 

5 1020343 WH08EQUMDE(4M)NHBTtaai6110-JBKMa#i 

-Sdsdmd- 

Bgreifc 64 Rntfe, 2-1 fiawto,4-lWot»D|u4n—i«.fi-lRotto Pride, 
It*— — ill 

WEATHERBYS ‘SIARS OF TOMORROW Mi 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 2m 

U U Cf f f M B HDMgsHHnjig4 114 l*A«att({7) 

BUMMK ROCK R Ddm A 11 4. 

Q«RYM0flEiasJFfc!Bi5114 

4 B.CRMKS8nR(7URW)0l>naa4124 Dwak Byrne 

8ST5 PRS3DUS T 5 11 4 RMSSSCyP) 

Of GOFORWEDOGnt(M7)BMMUDn6114_TDMMas(a 

JUSUM N ftfitovdaws 4 11 4 DAWS* 

6 JUSHJKEJW (14) J L Hants 5 114 MrRTbBB*»n 

IB— — pvnoe S 11 4 . 
m MONIABDE T Domatr 4 11 4 . 

PARK BO C Wan 4 U 4. 


335 


IEN5HAAR (USA) (ID) (D) LLflfp 4 11 4 — 

EVEZW RUF0 S N Unmoden 4 11 1 

JRSMSItMM PS J J Otoi 91012- 


qunEAMAN(i2)SBrocMw81011 TMortmarf^ 

HOTSPUR STRST (14) MWEasarty 4106 _W Karoton 9 

BAU700UG*N(228)RMatrn»8101 RBs—yV 

HIWIWOOD MElDOr (15) P Mm 5100 1! 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


— K mart (7) 


P07 BUCK IK (CQ P HoU» 5 11 4. 
THE BUB J left fill 4. 


_T (PCmor (7) 
6 Tenney 


& TDMTUGG(S37) WMcKHde£oies6ll4_ 


EPHobtaBfilOU. 


MATS 

IHEMUCXtEQUBCJJONel 5 ID 13. 
- 16 dectsred - 


_MrSDasek(7) 


aETHNE; 4-1 Jasito. 5-1 Cfcenjroom. 7-1 Baoefit-kUQsd. 8-1 May Rose, 
B (M Saner, 10-lTho Haua Qahwy 1»L Pot BMe* Uh, 16-1 eawn 




HEREFORD 

1ZSO: 2. STAR SELECTION IE HuMend) 
11-2: 2. Wna Rat 16-1; 3. Dralceatma 9- 
2. 12 ran. 2-1 far N0X CAy (5th)- 12. 4. (J 
Madoe. ctiureh Brougtnonl. ToMe £7.00; 
£2J0. £2.00, 0.50. DF; £31.40. CSF: 
£82.68. NR; Sigveme Cham. Inc: £30.60; 
£6.03 earned forward to unmater L30 to- 
day. 

L20: 1. MR) DAY CHASER U Osborne) 
5-2; 2. Total Joy 4-1; 3- K a waal ng a 50-1. 
10 ran. 10-11 f» Daunt 10. 4. (PWe&Oer. 
Banbury), tote £3.50: 1X10. £2 00. £940. 
DF: £9 SO. CSF: £12.95. Trto; £40.20. NR: 
Fa«y nutt*. B'sttiebuaness. 

USO: J. MAHLER ID wahtij 100-30: 2. 
CobnaU 4 l: X Eea da Fianoa 50-1. 9 ran. 
2-1 lav Urban Ley (4tf*l. 2*A. 7. (N Tmton- 
Davws, Chenentum). Tola: £5^0: £2.70, 
£130. £6.40. OF: 115.4a CSF: £1657. Tn- 
casc £498.00. Tno: £46. 7a 
2^0: X CAPTAIN STOCKFORD (S 
33-UZSoaMUiBarobl3 lcofeKKNorm- 
en Sbwar 3-1 co tarv. 11 mn. 3-1 co feu 
Ashmead RamUer I60D- 4,6. (PWepnenn, 
Gtaucester). Tote: £6820: £10.40. £1.70. 
£1.40. Of: £58.60. CSF: £13a75. TneaSC 
I3703L Too: £90.50: £65.04 earned tor- 
»wnl to Uttnreter L30 today. 

UO: 1. MY MAN IN DUNDALK <E Mur- 
ptfel 2-L 2- Fleet Cadet Ewans (av;3.8oat- 
Ssh WedAW S 1. 12 miL Nh. 1L (B Qrfey, 
NawiWWI. Tote: £3^0: £23% £L». 
tl.Ta OF: £J.40. CSF: £5.28. TnK £12Aa 
Mt Penan Buxwrty. 

3J0: J. BffilAN TRACKER tC Maude) 5-1: 
1 araeaeR lady 9-4 lav; S. AnytWngyoWta 
14- 1. 16 ran. 16, 16. CM Ppo. VMotmgtanl. 
Tata: £4.30: £2-*»0, n.70. £5.10. DF: 
110.40 CSF: £16.79. Tna £57.10. 

3>50; L HAY DANCE (N WWamson) 5-2 

fiw 2 . Btowebbora Bard 3 l; 3. SWta#4X 

8 ran. y.-, 9. IP Hobbs, MlneneatfL Tbte: 
£250. [2M. Ll.ia Ilea OP. £830 CSF: 
£U.G4. Tnu&t: £28.06- 
fecKpot Not won: £ 2,96567 corned toroail 
to Accot today. 

PtaceaoC £120.00. Quadpot £23.10. 
Place & £82.78. Ptaca 5: £26-28. 


THE INDEPENDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



RACING RESULTS 


UNGFIELD 

SX45: 1. KBNACK (A McGlcno) S-li 2. 
Sapphire Son 20-1: deed-heat 3. Baker* 
OoMtfnar 7-1 RManabar 12-1. 14 ran. 3-1 
feu HartaquOi Walk (6tfU. 3. 1'A. (P Hedged. 
Tota: 16.00; £2.40. £14.90. Menatwr 
£130. Bahais Daupsw £0.60. DR £2930. 
CSF: £9068. Tricast Kedwcfc, Sapphire Son, 
Manabar £529.45. Kb*acK Sapphire Son, 
Bstere OauflhMr £326.66. Two: c omb ln a DOn 
of 2-4-8 not wore £107.50 Gamed femwd 
to Utrawar 130 tod^i; comtomaaon 1-4-8 
£43.60; £107.50 earned fononi to Utoe 
eter 130 today. 

1235: 1.ZIMSB (SSsndem 5-k 2- M0K 
Til niili l ~ fflBr t “i~irtiiTTii"i~T1 T 

30 rare Hd. xyi. UTolert. TMk £650; £130. 
£1.30, £130. Dfi £5.40 CSP. £9.06. Tno: 
£10.70 

12.45: 1. 2UN0 FLYBt (Ms A Pareto 
16-1; 2. StaHad 9-2: 3. Zfedd 100-30 fev. 
12 ml Sh-hd, 1. (A Moore). Te*a: £3230 
£7 JO £1.40 £1-60 DF: £67.10 CSF: 
£8238. Trio: £114^40. 

UALHEAVENtyMSSSSandare) 8-L* 
2- Hdboorae Princes* 11-4; 3. Unweptay 
9-4 n tau. 5 ran. 9-4 ji lav Eager To Please 
1 4th). 2, 1V-. V Bnd£oO- Totte £530; 
£2.10 £3-70 DF: £1830 CSF: £2735. NR 
Fama. 

L45: 1. BOLD EFFORT (W Ryan) 10-L 
2 . Staa On Oa^K 11-1; 3. Sharp Imp 20-1. 
14 ran. 4-1 fev M4«. I'A. nk. |K Cunning- 
ham-BrcMnl. Tata: £1230: £430. £230. 
£350. DF: £42.40. CSF: £10334. TncasC 
£1320.12. Trtre £12460. 

p.i bl FATHER PAM PHcdand) 4-1: 2. 
■Ml tor* 16 - 1 ; osteal ua-LMtan. 

31 tw AbsCAM^aunnmg. «. I'A. 

heSevrey). We: £3.50: £1.70. £330. 
£2.90 DF: £1630. CSF: £64.52. TittSSC 
£4flBA2. Tno: £71.70. „ . 

245: L FEATHER BED (D R McCAet 
100-30; 2. Around For* AM** 8-1; 3. 
i«*im 5-l 10 ran. 5-2 tav Rotfey Spin- 
ney. X ! A- (M JarviS). MlBttOJa 
£ 3 . 20 , £180. DF: £3170GSF:£3L27. Tna 

1. SPEED* CLASSIC (A C&W 
12-1: 2. NevorThinh Twtee 12-1 3. Bar- 
bum 16-1. IS roa. 5 1 jtr^Mta ^uy 
Talent tSdrt. 4. Vi. |M Heaton-Bto). Tot* 
SSSSrin «M0. £7.60. DF: £107.10 
Tncast: £2.195.7*- Trio i tot 
law tfrn. 41 earned towarf la UltatftCf 13D 
today. Papte Ft ng. 
pfecepot! £338-10. Qradpot£23J0- 
, 6: £404.73. Ptaea 5: £157.90. 


HEXHAM 

1230 1 WTWRA (GCJN9 6-L2- 

SS£±RSSf<£TiA| 

£1.00. DF: £3330. CSF: £9 3-70. Trio. 
£4440: £5630 earned wwart l» UtoMter 
130 today. NR: Dana Pant, Maftun._ 
lOtfc 3U PAPERISING tA D00brfl3-1.2- 
SwMbJBK 5-4 3. BoMm 

15 ran. Vi. 2V-. (C RWwdB). i 030 

£2.70 £1.10 £3230 Of: £3-®>- cse - 
OJOO. Nit Pebble Beech- 


130: 1. LEN DE FAMULE (P limn) 4-1' 
2. Celtic Giant 4-5 feu; 3. Sherie 16-1 6 
ran. 5. 3'/». (J puma Tote: £430: £2.40, 
£130 DF: £5.10 CSF: £7.76. Tna £53.90: 
£30.41 carded fotwsnl to u naerg 130 n>- 
ctay. NR: Bold Account. Fbe Ra^. SMjria WKh- 
out End. 

100: 1. BRUMON (D J McdUS 14-1 2. 
Keraa Sabo 6-4 tor, «. Hera Comes Mar- 
ble 9-2. 7 ran. 5. 13. ID Moffatl). Tot* 
£1430; £380. £2.60. DF: £13.10. CSF: 
£3280 Tncasc £9074. rat Innocent George 
280: 1 PRECVICE RUN (G CahA 18-1; 
2. Yacht Ctnb 8-1 3- Corbtan 5-1 9 ran. 

5- 2 fev Blanc Selng . V., 2. U Brten). Tote: 
£2580; £3.50, £3.00. £160. DF: £2280 
CSF: £126.95. Tncaet: £680.85. Tno: 
£107.10: £34.71 canted bivnrd to UUoi- 
eter 130 today. Wt Tn^h Cheraaer. 

3.00: 1 OFF THE BRU (Mr M tadbune) 

6- 1; 2. Gate Water 7-1: 3. Road By The Rfc- 
ar3-l. 7 ran. 11-S tay WesawE Boy. 8. 14. 
fMrs S Bradbumal. Tot* £840; £380. 
£3.60 DF: £22.90 CSF: £43.27. Tncasc 
£13885. NR: Hurncana Andrew. 

380:1 BOBBY GRANT (Prawn) 9-1:2. 
Maepia Motody 5-1: 3. Romao OuBmm 16-1. 
38 ran. 9-4 tav Fust litfH.2Vr.KC Grant). 
Tot* £1130; £380. £180. £1080 OF: 
£34.90. CSF: £60.66. Tno: £136.70; 
£114. 71 <amed toward to Unmeter 1-30 to- 
day. NFC Royal Spruce. 

Pfecepot £42.90 Quatfeot: £3780. 
Place 6: £72.45. Piece 5: £56.90. 

UTTOKEIER 

UO 11EMNO GOLD (R Owmoo^ 9-2; 
2L Master TTBie 10-1; 3. Moat Equal 3-1 
T ran. U-4 fev Sabi del (Oth). 5. Vh. (P 
Bradley. Striraon-TrenQ. Tote £5.40; £2.30. 
£3.80 DF: £13.90. CSF: £3834. Tncasc 
£116.43. NR: Albemne. 

140 L QBAN {G Bnfiey) 10030 far, 2. 
Sunset And Vine 4-1; O Meier Leak 14-1 T 
m. 6, 5. Mse H Krjtfl Warta^l Tote Ei40: 
£170 £2.00. DF: £3.«X CSF: £1580. 

m 1 STONECUTTER (P Hutfiee) 9-4 
fav; 2. Boy BtaMfley 7-1: 3. Haw Dotdd-1 
6-1 14 ran. Nk. 12. (M Channon, Upper lam- 
bourn). Tote: £2.40; fua £380. £330. 
Of; £1380. CSF: £1882. Tno: £67.00. NR: 
Nentgsrw, Northern Dtemond. 

2^0 J- SUPER TACTICS (PWerfcy) 9-2; 

2. Water Otfdy M <»; 3. NAthra Mteton 

3-L 4 ran. 3. I'A. IR Mner, Kandterd Fo- 
rum; -Tote £800. DF: £330. CSF: £10.10 
3.10: 1COVERDAIE LANE (Vlr PMutayl 
&2; 2. MM» legacy tel; 3. Be 8na«33-L 
12 ran. 5-2 fev Ocean Leader (5th). 6. IV- 
(Mri 5 Smith. Bvigey). Tote £4.20; £2 00. 
£280, £780, DF: £17.70. CSF: £3485. Tn- 
cast £88184. Tn« £13580; £13582car- 
nedfcnrart to unraeler 130 today. 

140 1 AtBSTMEXT IR Dm*o«W 5 2; 
1 Mitfrty Moaa 48 few 3. Barton Wwil 
25-1 13 ran. 'h, 6. U fitGerafe, Mahon). 
Tote £330 £140 £100. £380 DR £130. 
CSF: £4.57. Tno: £7.70. NR: Bagtftrsfian- 
auec Market Maynem. 

PfecapcC £217.90. OtMUfeoC £17.90. 
Place 6: £298.84. Place 5: £61.88. 


Sound Man retains twin options 


The trainer Edward O’Grady is 
keeping bis options open over 
Sound Man. The gelding was 
yesterday One of eight acceptors 
for the £30,000 Castleford 
Chase at Wetherby next Friday. 
He also still holds the entiy for 
the King George VI Chase at 
Kempton on Baring Day. 

O'Grady has indicated that 
Sound Man is set to miss Kemp- 
ton and Wetherby is also un- 


likely. But be stressed that 
there was a still a chance Sound 
Man could go to Kempton. Tf 
something untoward was to 
happen to One Man, we might 
change our minds,’' he said. 

Richard Dunwoody’s deci- 
sion to desert Sound Man for 
One Man was cited by his part- 
owner David Lloyd as the main 
reason why the Irish horse was 
a probable Kempton absentee. 


■ The trainer John White has 
been fined £1,000 by the Jock- 
ey Gnb disciplinary committee 
for “fafling to exercise reason- 
‘ able care” of Flying Eagle, one 
of his horses. White had been 
called to answer charges con- 
cerning the gelding's condition 
on leaving hisyard last April and 
his allege failure to inform the 
owner of a tendon injury the 
gelding suffered. 


2jfO] JUWNE INSURANCE SERVICES HURDLE 
.. .-.1 (CLASS E) £3000 added 3Y0 2m UDyds 


HYPERION 

1230 Shepherds Rest 1-00 Bayrak 1315 
Silver Shred 2J0 Red Raga 2.40 Boardroom 
Shuffle 330 Mr Pickpocket 3^40 Repeat Offer 


GOING: Good In Soft. (Soft in pbecs on Hurdles course). 

■ Left-hand, sharp undubdng course. Run-In of 200jds. 

R Counsels soph caa of town on B3C8 . Ungfl ctd station (acred 
by London. Victoria) atfofeta course. ADMISSION: Members £13, 
Fhmfty Bndamre £9. CAR PARK: flub £3; remainder free. 


BUNXZB8D FBOT HMR: HalT An Inch <2.101. Bebe Gray (id- 
sored, 3.40). 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAXS: None. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Caaxle Conner (l.OOj tea. 
204 miles by R FVoet from Budrfealagh. Devon. 


01 RED MM (12) P MEtal 11 5- 

BMJRCHNGraremlOia 

6 BnMS(7) AMcoelO 12 


_S Com 


BUKHTONRIMOGBettElOU BCBftort 

0 HMFNIMCH (3E)TJorasl012 DlrotyB 

64 HNCaOOH(USa)(17)l*sAp8neal012 C Upton 

unjMMnBHMCtoeioi2 LHmy 


rfilnuan 10 12. 


ROSEBSUtr AVENUE RAtebusI 10 12. 


-S*ta(5) 


GO SMt ROCKET (B)PMuny ID 12 PJfe— »(B)B 

SCOTTISH HBtOUssHKntfa 10 12 BFatea 

020 SISlIMfi FELLOW (22) 0 MWsns ID 12 HCteteV 


F BOtD START LADY (17) EMuetaU) 7 MMHta[7) 

U00 EMBR0B3ERED (O) RM Rower 10 7 IKMeCarife(7) 

ESnHONBSOJofnsnHeutfa>il07 ATbornton 

40 VBUMnmWOO (B)B Peace 10 7 TJMvpfe 

-lfidKhrad- 

BETIMGC 7-4 BMebeny feme, 92 Red tfefe, 6-1 Scotttt Hen, 8-1 
HtaMtwfe. 104 Indune Mtetaro, 14-1 OaRmtctL. 1H ottera 


-1 9 on I CONDmONAL JOCKEYS: HW HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m UOyris 

115-544 TOSIIYS AFT (7) g0| gF) S L Ltoa 6 12 0— M tfate i (4) 


2.40 


311354 HAWTHORfC GtBJ (7) fCa) WsM Lone 9 11 7 _A Wee (4) 

01232-3 SHmBtotRESr(lO)nSMeftx4112 SHem(7) 

2432-32 FHMUonm«EnL(a)piMie«4ioii — pjira— tfi 

3W WESlPPORTOTOe n AMxrell 1011— MBtetatar{4) 

P306V DHBS8AV {B3S9 J 10 1 Setffe l MctelB 

0066 MUSEUM(21)PVMao>l5 100 XAftpoaM 


7 -44Q532- 8MDHaffi{33S!EIMiate 7 100. 

9 UD056P ROHER FOWa (105) SBoeen 8100- 
-9 dedarad- . 

itotown ao^srlOsL Tna hanefcep ntfc toterPowr 9a 5b 
ffiTTtefi: 5-2 PedaAattemetat, 3-1 Shfebeois Rest, 52 TUceity*s 8ft, 
S-l Bafirauyr, 6-1 Htettome Sen, 10-1 WMt Scpport, 184 teen 
Mdtei 

PORT & STUON NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS F) £3^00 added 2m 

1 12U38-1 RNERIEVBI(ll)(IADQnUb71110 ORattOJB 

2 22411/ BHMK (USA) (977) P Kaleway 6 11 6 ABMh(5) 

3 PDFS GLENDOE (24) A Time! 5 11 6 DooMM 

4 3P2P56 SOGE RAVBt (14 ) UbC C ow 10114 DLetoy 

5 045F31 CftSIlBCOMBt (U)RRoa5114 Mr AHoktanrtt B 

6 100FBF REU(0WBI{19)ATisrel6112 Ml 

7 054496 RMS BOLD (15) Ml l Retard 6110. 

8 CF4-5P5 POUCaUHS PRME{18) MMedtfMk? IDS. 

9 6P34UP KBmWRUSW«f(13)AMorw5100 Nttara 

- 8 dadoed - 

MHiun Mlfic IOsl Tree (nrefcap iw®x: Ksnmras toy 9st7b. 
BEITMfe mm few town, 7-2 CKSacraiMr, 41Sbtfi PtayKSlfegrak, 
10-1 Nitfs Bold. 12-i ottnrj 


EBF NOVICE HURDLE (QUAUFER) (CLASS 
E) £3000 added 2m 110yds 

1-1 BOMtDROOM SHUFRE (2Q J Qffed 5 11 5 LAfed(3) 

EMOaCMMlRR H2] DlbnOOlfa 6115 DFoftt(3) 

14100 JOW ORMI (21) P UHter 5 11 0 AltandM 

MASTS? PlfifdM G Bates 4 11 0 BFaotoo 

4 SHMUG0REWMRK)R{U)5Mtfar411O. 


2102 TWEE FWTNNSS (14) (BF) J CW 0 11 0 
00035 BHIE PBOt (133) ®F) T Hcfiowm 5 '1£I 9 
-7<fecferad- 

BETTOI& 4-5 Boarfrooia StelBe. 114 Oantaa Cawlar, 6-1 Tfeaa Fa- 

tttaM, 14-Uobi Dreno, 1S-1 Sbaneem Waite, Urate PBtfta, 25-1 


aio 


MAC VTDI NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4^00 added 3m 
320311 !UnnSMm)RClQNTiMan>08UK9117JlrHRknel 
UP B8BUUH (22) J MJbnS 10 12 Si 


1 

2 

3 455-215 XBOH.CXVHJER (14){BF}Q Bakfrg61D12 BFanbro 

4 20263 «n«P0CXEr(liQMaKKntfr81012 TJ Ibapfe 

5 Q6- IKSnC IMMM (373) A Tinel 10 10 12 

6 OOPOBU Ga«MSW0Bt{iqMCanpan611)7 

-8 dedarad - 

BETIMS: 45 Hferiowi Mnor, 5-2 Hr PfcfewdMt, 5-1 Keadd towBar, 
1S-1 DagftuWn, 


3.40 


135 


GMUSTMAS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS 
Q £5^)00 added mares 2m 3f 110yds 


23101-3 SKUDISHRB)(«aUPbe5120> 


361P11 SAI. BY THE STARS (18) (DJTFcQar 7 10 13_A Thorton 

132-235 FORTUNE COURSE (24) (IQ JKrg 7 10 8 .TJ terpby 

3411-03 UESS0NSUSS(2^UssHKntfl4iai BFentoa 

3P3G51- KAfOrUS8«3inJSMei7100 KftflSta(7) 

-SdKfend- 

Mhtaiffji iie^a: ldst 7h» tanfeep netfc Hmdr Lta Sfe 10ft. 
BETTM6: 04 Star Steed. 7-4 SM Byihe Sfero, 5-1 ImoM Ua, 7-1 
Ffetaee Corate lOl Handy leas 


HOUY & IVY MADEN OPEN Ml FLAT RACE 
(CLASS H) £1^50 added 2m 130yds 
ARMLET R0VN.J 015115 


CWHMMfllfew*ll5. 


a Upton 

MnKHBt 

DO HUBH RBI) 8 Ctadi Irrat 5116— JdAOsIlllanH 

56 BBSHDBJGKr(U)RCaili411S 81 


PEACE MKIIW K tart 4 U 5. 
PflARRy D GraM 6 11 5 . 


4 RH«r OTTER p^pftjrdel 4115— 

0 ROYAL MVBE (14) V Saar* * 11 5 

400 SHMUKAItn(Hq(3qj)tt«4ll5- 

BBEataPHal^SUO. 


-SCraa 


6000 TOE DANCER P Webber 4 11 0. 
-lldaimd- 


— TJKwpiv 
tap Scott 


KITWe: 3-1 Aridey Royd, 41 Good Time Droccr, 02 Repot Otto, 6-1 
Sbariskaand. 8-1 PRany, 10-1 Btee Gray, 14-1 othm 


HYPERION 

12A5 Falcon's Flame 12^5 Oat Coutire 3-20 
Shining Edge 3L55 Christmas Gorse 230 Good 
Viies 3b00 General Command &30 Strong Bffnt 


£85] 


ST HELENS HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 


£30)000 added 4m UOyds 

1W3P-1 CMB5DIASGCRSE(21)(D)NQaseeel0111O. 


jtMerae 


GOING: Goodin Soft. 

■ Left-hand roorse wiih impoanx drop fences and mn-in oT two 
flatangs. 

■ Co war fat near junction of A580 and M6- Nemon sottian cm 
roles away, ADMISSION: County Stand 515: TaUersollj £9: New- 
ion Stand 54 (OAPs half-price to Tanersallsand Newton Stand). 
CAR PARK: Free. 




UFP&P URANUS CaUONGESPAJJRDfietad 10 11 fi-ADeOUlB 

5413-4S DIAHOND PORT MfUcConnocta 11 1013 SWywt 

3SM02- PWRfiWpMJMItanminJSlOU Pltein 

3U315-6 CMff RAfiSl(14) N TtaclDfvDMes 7 10 8 — D 
2P2533 PAPER STAR (9) M Mifgatfee 9 10 0 

554440 QUMUCnSSErreil) ECen 11 100 STejtora 

-7 dedarad - 

Adntnum wetfe IDs. Tn» handfcu tracts: ftper Sar 9a 12B. Ounal 
CMearntAi. 

BETTWG: 2-1 CtaUMB Gerae, 7-2 PM Ota, M Oder tapr, 5-1 Paper 
Star, M BnOMt Rut UM. Itanue CeBoCM, 100-1 fetal CtaMdl 


BUNKERED FIRST TOIB: Nooe. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: New Inn 1 1^0) 
won al Doncaster lad Buunfey . 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: CanU n*Estxuval (3.00) senl 192 
mlleaby G Balding from FYfletd. Haropahirc. 


2*30 


d o M cl W1RRAL HURDLE (CLASS D) £3J50 
added 3YD 2m 


0 ARABIAN HEKWS (L5) JIMet 10 12. 

64 BAASU (15) J Nonor 10 12 .Wfty 

2 FALCON'S FUME (B8) Ifts J Rarnoen 10 12 IRetea 

0 KSH MNSHAN (31) G 'todejr 10 12 WNcftrirad 


0 JOE SHA» (21) MsMItovetey 1012__ 

0 MRQ0LD(15) JJefcrg)nl012 

PAUMON (USA) JMielO 12 

3 PARROTS MLL (15) M TansWS 10 12 . 

SHARP COtNAND PEcda 10 12 

SHUGAA0Shenudl012 

XMBXtKf M carracre 10 12 . 


JWn 


JCjrtwiy 


BETIWfe 9-4 PdEraS Hama, S-l Stai Oaa, PenetS «, 8-1 Jm Star, 
10-1 legate?, 12-lArsbfee HNtfHs, Pdaroon. 141 attere 


EBF ‘NAI10NAL HUNT NOVICE HURDLE 
(QUALFBt) (CLASS D)£3J50 added 2m 

2211 GOOD MBES (15) T Estaty 4 u 10 lOteeme 

3012-2 AlZULU 115) [B^ ) FaGaak) 5 11 0 P Cwbeny 

050- DAN DEHAN P2E) MEaLSUc&f 5 11 0 ADoUfe 

0 BBESP«y(U)Mltennnl5U(L. BBenflcy 

4404 GALEN (45) Mn U today 5 11 0 PMraa 

00632 PBUlATOStJUREp^J MJefleoDn5110 


044 iHORNnHftGSttBE(2fl}MTodtataU12— AStatt 

50 WHKTJMWANIS(21) J JOTddl012 I 

6 WORTH THE BftL (31) F laden 10 12 ST 

-1*1 ‘ 


12.45 


SOUnrORT NOVICE CHASE (CLASS o 


£6^500 added 2m 4f 

1 2241W1 OU COUTURE (21) RL 111^38115 -BWnrtl 

2 5 BIACKBROW (14) UMamnml 7110 — 

3 70112/ CARBOOGqU>(USAK966)KBli4y7U0— 

4 013M4 OITOUIHnQIE(U)(B|Gtotaa»7nO. AOoM* 

5 100 SPHUXER (24) N Gaxfes 6 11 0. TOdxroaj 

-Sdedned- 

BE1TIIIB OatCoutore, »* Cartel Bold. 6-lSto ta nntiqng,8-ISacfc 

Derate CateMbrt 

HrDOK, opBlUaAer 

WB3NES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£3^000 added 2m 


7 05-50 SErtOWTO DOUBLED*) Ms a Hans 110- 

BETTKfe 54 Good Vfeee, W. Atede. 4-1 Gtfen. W. PttAfedd SftUlra. 
15-1 Braepray, 25-1 Dao da Rea, Sejmtee Doteta 

BOSTON PIT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
! C) £6£00 added 2m 4f 

1 1/225 11- VAlMNTWARflK)R [294} (CD) M HsrnmcnoS 11 12PM«n 

2 4122-11 G8BIAL COMMAND (EanGftdwds 8 11 2-Ptatraiy 

3 5-23UP5 C0N7T DT5TJRNAL (FR) P) (D) GB3Urg6 ID IDA IXdtel 

-Sdedarad- 

BEmNGc 49 Gaaeal ConnaDd. 52 YHMt Iterto; 8-1 Corf tTEsOmet 

I'g -an I TIEUNALL SIANDARD OPEN Wi FLAT 

RACE (CLASS H) £1,550 added 2m 

1- BADGERS LAte088) K Bafey 5 11 11 i 

UM) jusroNEquEsn«(ismjj0NBa«uii 


1.20 



1 uai-35 MARCHAMrMN8(21) (C0) M rirnmond 4 12 0 — Pfevee 

2 211100 EUnON(l*)(D|Gftdad5 4113 .. . -AT 

3 121V HOt® CAPWN (B*^ J BoGaaH 7 11 2 

4 520061 tEWtat(7)(P)SG0lntf 5110 

5 326431 gBW 8B)QE(10)IP)TEASIE»fe*lO9 

6 15506 WflraWU«(5nmMl3ri4»m4 100-0 Meteor 

7 3036'V AIBBOTTO pq (58^ (C05Rttfiotfiead91OO— SWysn# 

— j ^|^nj _ 

Mohun aetfic KM. Due AeniSeapte^'Wwftito no. 

BERMfe M aUtfUte. 41 Hrwto Capten, 5-1 Uvetaat Hag, Near 
km. 7-1 tot* My Upe. 8-1 QMS 04 ISA ABtette 


541 STRONG MHT (11) (D) lta M RpwfeyS 11 11 FMwa 

BACXONTISLASHf Miply 4114 PfiartNoy 

BaiEeERNItofe»0MBdll4 DBrid0rtar 

3 BUYBUCXSMH 08) JNMWI 4 U4 -Why 

BREATH V SCANDAL OSWMUd 5 11 4 lOOomt 

30 MEADOW HVMRWJfitCsad 5 U4 JVDrai 

ICRRy MASQUERADE Ms M Rewfey 5 11 4 Rttafee 

WFMERMANGIUBta5114 Al 


00 SCHOLAR GREEN (21) 4 U 4^^ WMdWate 

6 SLIDE ON (B5)P E>OS 6 11 4 GHylfcn* 


00 90CMLKmunY{U)SGflilie5U4. 

0 PfaUINEUGHTn A 5001610 13 PHdtfWO) 

-MdedMed- 

BEnwet 7-2 Broett Of Scnfel. 41Bed0H's Iroev 6-1 Strong Mbit. 7-1 
Ben Eiger, 8-1 BMy BeekiUn, Many Hoapamte, 12-1 Ne Haor Mao, 
14-1 others 


1235 Country Star 
3L10 Make A Stand 
145 What A Question 


HYPERION 

220 GO BALLISTIC (nap) 
230 Storm Alert 
320 Mr Percy (nb) 


GOING: Good » Finn (Good In pUre) un hunflew ronrac). 

■ ffitfs-hafft cuonw <mb loung uphm QneJi. 

■ Corns? fa* near Jmwion of A-'13>i and .V Wl). Arwsi (rctn M.-J (June :i) and M I |Jn 0). 

Ddteortcr-taK&iS a pours “- Raltwey swoibi (senice £mm Lwxian. Warwlon'i ari- 

jotoscDBBr.ADBOSSUWsMenibosSlGjJiininrSIenibLra 10-I?lytras, haUpncdiGnuid- 
mnlA toddock£10;Strar Bbq;55. CARPARK: No’s 1. 24 :iil. remalnkr&w. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WTTB HWKEES: D Ntebolsen — 16 mrneft. from &4 nin- 
nerc{d<tBasnreei»ratlDof23.r<*iaMalrM.inaSl lnrlAukenr5!>.7H:NT«efeura- 
Dcvies — 16 winners STiurmas, +i]7.7I: J Giflocd — 10 ntoncra. ] I^runnrai, 

148H, -431.43; M Pipe — 13 wHimih, 07 miners.. 19.4A*. +51 1.49. 

> LEADING JOCKEYS: JOebonie— 28*lnncrn, 1 1 1 nrie*. SEAUfe, +SI6,T-l; KDto- 
woody— lOwtoorra, JOPridra. 17 -1%. -I'm.iKi; A Ata^nln- — 1 7 wlnn^i, rtrto, 
ITJfe, -43289:14 A rtaaendd— 17. wuinent, 9tt ndes. ISjite* -4:1.111. 
BUNKERED FUST TDK None. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DAK: Haze Away Il-Uij »ron M Unuraseron Satunfev. 
LO.VC-DBTANCK RUNNERS: kfefnr Bril liJO 1 has btvn wnl 31 1 miles by A Whflaw 
firm NonnOoivSterfe. Bordera; U»giiid«S SflraUe I2J0) wm aw mD» h>- fi Kjchanb 
Am Gttyttoke, Onntefe: Neddr’* Return ( T.lWi wnr 1U mUo by Fl/urjrfry ftun Mlrf- 
dtetan. N YrateStafely DaMdajt M2.:r.) «ro 227 mta byTEoHcr^- ftt.ro Grtai lUMrai, 
(MS) 4 &wm» 1 1 31) WB ^*4 tuta by J FkiQnlri Iban N«M«n. 


N Yoriae Tndatfoc 
NTrafeAekTeraCUO) 


1 205 raHes hy T Tau tn«n TedcMPr, N T.abi 


12*35 


•BOOK OF MUSIC NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 2) 
£34000 added 2m 3f UOyds Penalty Value £12^20 

gw 31 DM SO BSRf plSj (C) (M Tabu 3 aawm 9 U 10 P Holey 

2101-12 MR0OL(FTO(M)(QfDA8hnunjMFfee5UlO APMeCay 


15-11F1 aRKYIMSHMGC14(SeraHenmnllTEaaefe5U7 Jtthnroedy 

6 J0L5WE GABON £11)04 HWeatru U Uvston 7 11 3 MrMttorie 


11014-2 CHOm.* LAD p2) ta) &we Barney N Henoenon 6 11 3 II 1 TTUpteil 

1121411 OOUNtaTGlAB 17) 8BF) iHRH Rna FjhaSahm) C (bools 5 11 3__ BBndtay 

232323 UWBfBOUARP7)l0PDMft».RBpiey8113 CUeneta 

2602*5 SWUKWSCurailJlerions6n3 jHTtan 


-Sdedamd- 

BQIMG: T40r ReyM, a-lSaitfr Daelfeg. G-l Ob So Hcky. 6-1 Couroiy Star, 8-1 Chanre lad. 
20-1 LndgrtotaV 32-lMta» 

tms Smr B Baron 6 11 3 G Safey fi&l ilfti S Nw*» B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

SBMnY DASHMG ran up a Mivwig sequence at w ewer but (ties last season ano MOUU 
be unbeaten *1 ad txr ateis orar fences ttK lenn if ns nad not got m um low and sonv 
enetited mAIntraa tow aoebt atfx He has had a confidence- Boosting win a Wetherby 
ranee end. abhoutfi the oppcsBron has been second-rate so far. he Kept improving over 
hurdles and could haw the scope to deal with Uns stronger fiekt Or Royal appeared tor- 
tunata to Wd S»q»f Oftin. who peeked tody at the final fence, at Cnapsiow and follcwed 
up there soon after when The samemai fen ana left hm cfear at the second-last. Going 
sfttftfy better. Or nojta was 516 oft on that occasion. He looks a premsrog French 
anport and a open » iroprovemem. thoutfi if the iteroier bote up he ren hare a lot 
faster ground to cwsend win. Oh So Risky, a smart hurdler in tas cme. made 0 Pda- 
ed debut mrar fences here four weeks ago and proved far loo suong for ids only senous 
rival. Dream tote; who suhsequendy was beaten tour lengtos when in receipt of 12b from 
Or Rojel m Chepstow a tortmtfn ago. Cheryfs Lad s bener than Ms fentftv-and-a-half 
dafaK by Seomsh Bambi at Ludlow on rss chasing debut suggests. Country star was in 
lta pnxess oC making an anp ra s a w e stan over fences. i«fl he stood ofl too far at the 
founh-tast at Doncasur last Saturdav and unseated ho nder. The race went 10 Simply 
Dashmfs rtenor stateemate Goklen Hrto. SafacsJon: SIMPLY DASKING 


1A0 


MHTE GROUP KENNEL GATE NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS A) (&Bde2J £34,000 added 2m UOyds 


BBC1 


1 11-1251 MAKE ASIANS (14) (D) (PA Deal) 14 ftps 5 11 < 


BAHAMANSUKSHK(tBA)ltuca)QnSuil RAUtua5 UO. 
PI B0WCUnEC0URT(l^(D)|ADS(wnce<RAta«fS4110„. 
(MNCESWIIH HOOVES (VSquetfalDftenchOore 4 110 — 
514410- EAGLES REST pSQIUd|r Uapt WtooeriNHsnenai 5110 _ 
UOAHAJB (USA) (Sr Ertc Paftert J &IJ0fd 5 U 0. 


.A P McCoy 

_G 


.smtm 


-MA 


-PHkfe 


1KV PHSaTPALfH^ (Vihtcornbe Itaior teeng LfcsG KdewayS 11 0 ~H Dmtoody 

5UPBt MGH (C Hararmfl PHradng* 110 JiWTOtawa 

114 SUPfiaEGmiM(29)(PJVttfihBaiey4U0 CUawalyn 

-Sdeetared- 

BEITMR 5-4 Itate A Stead, SI BMwofen Sunshine, 7-1 Boncflfft Court, 8-1 latetaab, 10-1 
tost. Sramnw Ctran, 12-1 Perfect Pal, 20-1 otben 
1995: CM Equrone 5 11 4 A P McCor 7-4 (P fecbofei 10 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

MAKE A STAID turned Sandown's Wfisam (ill Hand cap Hurdle no a procession and 
his encrant huiXiig is Dcely to carry hm dear of thb merpenenced fleU. BowcMto Coart 
is one of only two aftta opposroon u hare raced orer femes and he made up ftr hs 
saddle sSopmg eariy on at Neteuy by bea&ng Supreme Genoon an soft ground ar Chep- 
stow a fbrtrutft ago. He was a staler ontheFfatandUasmlnrebe much of a tea of 
stamna. on top of wWch the runner-up was beaten m orc&najy company at Exeier in lta 
week. Bteamtao SunsMne eras rated hltfier rian stablemate Bowcfrffe Court on the Flat. 
He. too, was e stayer and may find himself chopped tor foot agamsi Make A Flyer orer 
this mp on fast ground. Thai cmid also apply to ntshish. rated roughs the same as 
Bahamian Sunshine tn staying ere na on the Rat last season. Supraroa Charm did not 
tfS home befend' Carafe's Crusader in a three-roller here fa a month and is back to two 
mfies, the distance of tas two bumper wms in Ireland. A better prospect may be Richard 
Dunwsod/s imn Perfect Pel. winner of bumpers here and at Ungfield when lea seen 
two seasons ego. S e lect ion : MAKE A STAND 


1-45 


LONG WALK HURDLE (CLASS A) (Grade 1) 
£4Q{000 3m If tttyds Penalty Value £25240 


SSI 


JLPMeCDy 


1P1-311 BU2EAHWr(USA){7)fq(PMiMeDon)IBattng5117. 

2236-12 OCEAN HA)M((2B) (CBF) fU AKher4JBnalusQNTvteQnt)B*es4117 — CUms%b 
1011-IF nJEASURE SHASHI (7) (Q (BF) (Toy Eaes) P Hcbts 8 11 7 
165-3P6 TOP SPII (21) Uulwi Duncan) J Jertsns 7 11 7 _A 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 All-13 1IMNGL0r(21) n(8F}(Man)uesatleMcratfa) JfkCnd9117 — ROmraody 

6 62-1021 WtUI A QUESIXIN (21) (ktoMfcs'tefSOel M MotbOT 811 2 CBtadey 

-fidecteed- --. 

BETnN& V2nrasro«ihm, 114 What A Question, 7-2Trtntfot, 9-2 Ocera Kate, 6-1 Btae 
Aray, 20-lTbpSpta 

1095: Startadfe 4 11 7 J Ofeome 7-1 B) ShawwD 11 Wi 
FORM GUIDE 

TVatfetfat ran out a convrtcng winner from Wtat A Question at Wetoeiby last month jot 
(fated by some way to confem the form on TR> worse terms et Newbury three weeks ago. 
The easier tfound there oertamy suited the mare, yet the way Tratntfm folded between 
the las two it may hare been more than just the tfound and wettfit pun that beet him. 
They tee each other again on the same terms as Wetheiby. and on faster ground, ft 
outfit » go Tratntfot's way tfes Ome, thoutfi men if it does the tar-yeer-oid OCEAN hawk 
cotsd haw the measue of both, surer Wed# won ttas race last year as a four-year-old 
end Ocean Hawtcra second-season juwnde. could fbuow suit. He has improred drama- 
icaSy since bong put up to three mles and ran out on easy winner from Ftoldridge and 
0|jrriiil»i at Kemfion on his reappearance. Next ome out here, he ran a cracHng trot for 
tots, going down by Just a head to Olympian on 9b worse lerms. A bit of cut in tha ground 
would help Pleasure Stared but a was nrftng feufy fen «*en he won toe big nowce say- 
en* event at Alntree In early spnng. To snow that was not a flute, he beat Seehn Cash 
orer today's course and (bstance (good to soft) soon after. Reverting to him* rig alter an 
fall In a Ungfield chase last Saturday s rex be a problem. S a tect fe n : OCEAN HAWK 


220 


BEITBIWIRE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) (CLASS 
B) £35^)00 3m UDsxls Penalty Value £24*379 


322434 1MVN0O(4Q(l*sPShenoodlNHendBsailO12O 

12123-1 WWjnai WSStlE (M) (OXIDE tarpon. flfiWw* 8 UU- 
2OT243 BRADBUnf5BUi(9)U>nesCan|M)JGft]nlllll6. 


-II A 

._B 


J*Mde 

-Qtadtey 


1112F-5 DEXIRA DOW (211 (DearaltftirgSyOTmMSEarte 9109- 
1111-12 MAIORBHim(D)(teiTMdilenBs)AUMKS10 7 

P-U0F2 SRDNB IIHXCfC (9) (D) (BF) O D B A 5*) K Baiey 9 10 fi CUaraB y w 

414-111 BKHCAKLOCH (9) (CDf (F J Caneri J Hug 7 10 5 (5«J 


461-412 G0BAUSncP8)(Q8tfF)ntaBjLiXlta1)ja5hBa7100- 

112P3-1 IURNMGTRK(21](D)(MdDMes)DMctoBai9100. 

-9<fcctawf- 


-AP McCoy 


MWrwm weffic lost True fwsfeap Go Btew 9a 13&. Tuning Trt. 9a 1 3m. 

BETTWte 3-1 UngaMed Iflssfe, 4-1 terfteafloch, 9-2 Dextra Dore, 5-1 Major EML 5-1 Turrteg 
Dte, tei fetafle. 12-1 Iterate, IB-1 ethers 
1995: Ungwded UssAe 7 10 8 R aroma* 7-2 (6 Retorts 9 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Utftad Mtarito ogeroame a bad mstahe four out and peckng at the tea 10 catch the 
wandering Routft Quest m ttas race 12 months ago. Runner- uo apart Untfnded Mtssile 
cont in ued to tfw a good accoura tn the bea company after that and footed as good as 
ewr - aBhoutfi he was enmiad to et the wHtfits - at Haddock an his reappearance. That 
ed here set hen up rtceiy tar this and die chances al a repeat must be tarty high- V 
TURNING IRK has a big race in ton n could be tfes from his posoon at the foot of toe 
handicap- The rune- year-old has not had a tfeat deal of racsig orer fences so there cou« 
be some Improreroon in hrm. and that footed toe case when ne won under a tag watfit 
at Newcastle on tas comeback. He has won on tfes fester grotma. Incheeffloch. is an 
improved chaser the season unbeaten in all three starts, todutfcng a three-and-a-hart- 

Itotfh defeat of Go BaMstie orer toe cowse and dstanca foefetebdi's totortjem Sardraro 

win confirms toe progress he s making, but a 10D pull must bwig Go Baftsuc bang into 
contention. He had man so easiy owr toe eourae and distance the lane before. Major 
BaS met ws first defeat orer fences when strong Promise pnaod too strong here four 
weels an. but he staved on we* war an madewate mp. Dextra Dora's ran in toe Hen- 
nessy was com m endabto after ed fes problems. Travade has taflen «■ no attempts a 
this iwaiy- Tha tfound was against mm at Exeter on tas win, moutfi he and fead- 
bwy Star are no longer the force they once were. setoctfoo: TURNHNG 7WX 

OCn l FROGMORE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 8) £34y000 added 
^^1 2m Penalty Value £9,458 

-RQantity 


1 F/1161-1 ASK TOM TO WIBTSratod-BnteilT 1*4 7120. 

2 554-113 STORM ALSZT C44) (CO) (Ms Dawn Penafl DfeChoSon ID 11 11. 


422204- SYBtUIN (539) (C» lUanjiasa de itotostai J RnGaaB 10 11 1 RDownody 

1/5414-2 AROUND DEHORN (22) gfttPeB-rnriPBfinesi JGAnf 9 10 10 SMcNeB 

4-1P111 2BBWt(NQmD9 (I MSRaontf nBateyClDO — C LtetoJyn B 

Mnmum vtttKlOo. hue hwxsop we^c&afer 9a ISO. 

BEtTMfe 54 Ate Ttas, 3-1 Storm Atari. M Zwwfer. 7-1 Arorad The ton, 8-1 SjftB&i 
199S: Frora Saret & 10 1 J Osborne 11-8 (5 Shancod) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Front Street made toe most cd a btfn wntfit to brat better horsaa in tfes race 12 mor«hs 
a p>. Bunkers have done so much for 2arMtar ki tas last three staits that he has to be 
given senous consderatlon from just a pound out of toe handicap. Zeredar has tfme up 
2 Sfo as a result, and while that intfs seem a lot, ASK TOM has been raeed 13b in one 
swoop. He was Unpretare when drawtig away in the sbaitfit at Newtery on Hennessy 
day and ttas young chaaer can win again. Storm Atari was almost on toe floor at the 
tom re Sandown last ome and toe run can be torgbnen. This eourae specialist is back to 
s cmetfwi g ike ns best this season, yn even tha rmtfi not be good enough as he has 
never won ofl a mart, as hitfi as today’s. Two mles on fast tfound may not provide the 
best oppomifity tor Aroond The Horn. Selection: ASK TDM 


3J20 


KNIGHTS ROYAL HURDLE (CLASS B) £12,000 added 
2m UOyds Penalty Value £8£59 

11221-3 PADDY'S RETURN (57) fdJ) (BF) [P CTtaretl F Vtqrr 4 11 10 RDownody B 

210151- 1RAGR)m0(23D{[ftlKnltfgitaM&Pannenhp)MPlpe4UlO APMcCoyB 

4JFR86 HON VOflAGE (7) (CD) Iton Ibnrl M Chepirwi 5 11 5 ™W Wnttatag to n 

44-5450 AU3DIEDAHCBtTO(0| [H M Hejnan) 0 Shovnod 4 11 2 GBradky 

DS2F1-4 ASHWELL BOY (7) H 9 5 Rpoqg! PH£tBs5112 NWMamron 

21- TBEIAH{S0)[DHl^H8roaiUtoHgnes4112 — __JI AFtagecOl 


335- ll* 7 HRP£RCT(21HD)FtfeRDa9isUfBWtt)w&SoniJGi(M51012 , 
7CFO-50 ESKB*)lfi.fl^(D)(FntDiencetecng) JSpeeteg510U^ 


..^PWrta 

RCwtJay 

— Clfetefeo 


240-142 l#5W8UETT(29| J))(NHW<'D'W0NT«S8inftwB41Oll 
- 9 declared > 

BEITHfe H Paddy’s Rabin, 4-lTtatfc Hero. Afewd Boy, 5-1 Tfeat*. 7-1 Etatan Nd. 81 Mr 
Itaey, 10-1 ethos 

J99R PhUtel S U 5 A P McCoy 6-1 (U P?»i 8 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

IBETAN was reversing earlier NwDufV form wqn Our Kns and looted a real prospect tfwn 
tstag apart a hot field of mrerdes al SsndCMn In Januaiy. Our Kns was noMoofarbe- 
hnd tone of the best and it may be vnith utev a chance with Tibetan's fitness and iscA 
of erobTfanoe- PreWY 5 ftrtura wee Wintered for the fast time when beebng Mlatlntfictt 
nto tram in the Triumph Hurdle and mqr are bach on today tfterfattnglo ran up to that 
form won wsanguen at Newbuty m October on tas first outing smee. It wouU not be a 
suprtse to see taro bounce bach here. Ttstfc Hero proved what a tough son he ws af 
ter IMstang downtoe fekf In the Trtumpn by going on to wfn at Afouee and then he beat 
eroerianoed hantocappere at Haydocft. Asinraa Boy was tsuched oft by Tratfc Hero's sta- 
btoffvce Sdrer Shred at Airnree (2'Atn). He ran bettor than Mb final placing sugpsied at 
Chettetam fast weelt end that wfl hare put ten ntf* forUto, but a tongertnp would 
probabta be mote to tas advantage. EiMmo Ifel has yet to recapture las season's de- 
cent form. sel ec t ion; Tibetan 


I 





The difference 1,000 games can mate 


In May 1966 a 
16-year-old 
goalkeeper made his 
debut for Leicester 
City. Tomorrow 
Peter Shilton 
becomes the first 
footballer to make 
1,000 League 
appearances. 
Glenn Moore talks to 
those who have 
played with and 
against him, and 
assesses how 
football has changed 
during one man’s 
remarkable career 


■■Wicre was something odd about 

■ seeing Peter Shilton keeping 

■ goal for Leyton Orient at 
Craven Cottage on Saturday. It was 
not just the setting. Fulham's ground 
is grand by Third Division standards 
and. many years ago, Shilton played 
there in the old First Division. 

It was not his game. He made one 
stunning save, several good ones and 
was only beaten by a very fine goal 
He concentrated, he pointed and. 
each time a Fulham forward gpt 
through, he would bellow at his de- 
fenders. Still barking after all these 
years. 

It was his size. He looked smaller 
than remembered, whether hunched 
in his goal or patrolling the penalty 
area. Maybe, at 47. there is some nat- 
ural shrinkage but it is more a case 
that, even in the amplest things, the 
game has changed beyond recogni- 
tion since Shilton came into it. 

It was May 1966, two months be- 
fore England won the World Cup, 
when Shilton made his League de- 
but. Manfred Mann were top of the 
chans, the transfer record stood at 
£115.000 (for Denis Law). North- 
ampton were in the old First Divi- 
sion. Wimbledon were playing 
Folkestone in the Southern League. 

Shift on. then a 16-year-old school- 
boy international, played for Leices- 
ter City against Everton. He stood 
in for Gordon Banks, who was on 
England duty, and kept a clean 
sheet. IWo years later he had re- 
placed Banks m the Leicester team 
permanently. 

It seems strange now', with Steve 
Ogriznvic, Ludek Miklosko and Pe- 
ter Schmeichei bestriding the Prem- 
iership. but, at just over sn foot with 
a heavily developed upper body, 
some regarded Shilton as big for a 
top goalkeeper. 

Goalkeeping was a different art 
then. Hie balls, though no longer 
the sodden leathers of yore, moved 
differently. Poor floodlighting made 
some night matches difficult while 
pitches were often rutted or gluti- 
nous. The shoulder charges which 
put goalkeeper and ball into the net 
together had disappeared but a new 
practice of packing the box with 
bodies, preventing the goalkeeper 
reaching the hall, was replacing it. 

Goalkeepers were changing from 
shot-stoppers to being part of the 
team. Liverpool's Tommy Lawrence 





Ferguson of Coventry. TJte second 
European crown saw possibly his best 
match as Kevin Keegan and Ham- 
burg were defied. 

Then, -while still England goal- 
keeper, he made another apparent- 
ly curious move, to. Southampton; 
There was one bravura season, when 

Southampton finished second and 
reached the FA Cup semi-final, but 
the honours dried up. 

He moved on to Derby, where he 
was still reputed to be earning 
£250,000 in his 40th year. Derby were 
relegated and Shflton went to Ply- 
mouth as player-manager. -One rel- 
egation was already in train and, after 
faffing in foe play-ofls two seasons lat- 
er, he was sacked asAigyte slid to- 
wards further demotion. 

By now the money problems were 

in the open. John McGovern, a for- 
mer Forest team-mate, had walked 
out oyer an unpaid personal loan, 
the Argyle chairman, Dan Mc- 
Cauley,: alleged he owed £50,000 in 
back taxes, Martin Pipe, the race- 
horse trainee, sued over unpaid 
bills, and one of his houses was re- 


There have also been marital 
problems and problems with the 
bottle - one distinguished former ^ 

• international: recalled the after- 4Ji) 
math of England's 1984 match in 




Two legends and one ball: Peter Shilton (left) and Gordon Banks, both of Stoke City and England, in a 1974 training session (above). Twenty-two years later Shflton 
makes his 999th Football League appearance, for Leyton Orient at Fufham last Saturday (below) Photographs: AFf Markey/Daify Mirror (above) and Peter Jay (below) 






Paris. “Platini had scored from a 
free-kick and I think he blamed 
himself. The next day at the airport 
he was dearly not oft his world. He ^ 
was always a drinker, two to three r ' 
days if he was badfy upset by a di* 
feat. He took it personally. But two. 


was one of the first to act as auxil- 
iary sweeper. Shilton was quick to 
adapt His dedication to his craft was 
total. 

“He was a self-made goalkeeper, 
not a natural like Pat Jennings,” Bob 
Wilson said. “He called hs book The 
Magnificent Obsession’ and he has 
been obsessed with goalkeeping and 
being the best since day one.” Shflton 
was strong but agile, with a draughts- 
man’s command of angles and an 
enormous presence. “He was 
Schmeichei before Schmeichei,” 
Wilson added. “He would always do 
things to look different, to look big. 
like wearing the white jersey. 

“He could be physically intimi- 
dating to forwards and be bollocked 


everybody. Like Schmeichei he did 
not admit to a bad goal" 

Football was so different then. 
Shoot! magazine, the granddaddy of 
the genre, did not exist. Match of the 
Day was in its infancy and radio com- 
mentaries were rare. ■ 

Players were often paid in cash, 
weekly, and lived in modest homes. 
Money was beginning to flood into 
the game, encouraged by the twin at- 
tractions of George Best and the 
World Cup win, but it took time for 
football's new glamour to spread 
from London and Manchester to the 
smaller cities. 

By the time it did, Shilton was an 
England international and he was 
catching on. Jon Holmes, one of the 


Gist and most enduring of agents, is 
Leicester-based and hie negotiated 
Shilton’s 1974 move to Stoke City. 
“That had not been done too much 
at the time,” Holmes has recalled. 
“Stoke were a bit surprised and I think 
they thought our approach was more 
flnr n marnl than any thing tfay had en- 

countered before.” 

Three years later he joined Not- 
tingham Forest - despite Stoke 
City’s chairman telling Brian Clough: 
“You do realise he’ll put you in the 
workhouse. He's earning a fortune 
and he’ll want at least a 10 per cent 
pay lire.” 

Rumour has it that Shilton actual- 
ly took a cut in pay, though it was to 
be quickly topped up with bonuses. 


The move was king overdue. Shflton 
was almost 28, he had won 23 England 
caps - and a Second Division cham- 
paonafay medaL He had been relegated 
twice and only finished in the top eight 
once in a decide of regular first-team 
footbalL - • 

In medal terms he was under- 
achieving. His best season had been 
with Stoke, in 1975. Top in February, 
they finished fifth. Alan Hudson, the 
team’s fulcrum, has since blamed 
SMtoo’s “posturing" for their decline. 

It is hard to imagine an England 
No 1 now joining a dub like Stoke 
were then. A modem equivalent 
might be Leicester - but then think 
of Ravanelli and Janinho at Mid- 
dlesbrough. Money talks. 


Arsenal in tbeapproarii to the Dou- 
ble year, had been interested but 
were swayed by the form of Bob Wil- 
son. Gough, when at Leeds, had 
wanted to buy Shflton but been sacked 
first Manchester United, taukr Dave 
Sexton, had wanted to boy himbut had 
been put off by his wagps-and'maybe, 
by his rejection ofSir Matt Busby's of- 
fer of schoolboy terms at 14. 

Forest seemed no bigger than 
Stoke when Shflton joinedThey had 
just been promoted. They were in- 
stant champions - with Shilton as 
PEA Footballer ofthe Year -and fol- 
lowed up with successive European 
Cups. 

The title was dinched byaigoaWy 
Shilton's greatest save, from Mike 


til he dropped.” 

Shflton has since traipsed the chibs, 
coadunghere, acting as goalkeeping 
cover there. He did play twice, for 
Bohon.but, by a statistical quirk, only 
one. game countsin the record books. 
Theoffrerwas in the pfcay-ofls. If that 
had' counted, the game with Rilham 
would have been his LOOOth. . 

After that match he said he was 
still adapting to the lower divisions. 
“At a higher level you can read 
things, here you have to react to sit- 
uations more." The back-pass rule 
also appeared a problem. Shilton 
added this weefc “It is completely 
different now. -The pace of the 
game has changed- It is a lot quiv- 
er from encLto end. You can be at- 
tacking^ two passes later the 
opposition are having a shot.” ' _ 

lbmorrow*s game will be his 
1384th first-class match. He dearly . 
enjoyed last week's match but, as Wfl- . 
son said: “Hewili always be regard- 
ed as one of the great goalkeepers. 
He shouldn’t have to think whereby 
next meal is coming from," 



MAJOR WEEKEND FOOTBALL FIXTURES AND POOLS CHECK 


TODAY 

3.0 unless sated 

FA Carfing Premiership 


by David Goodall 


There is something unique 
about the innocence of child- 
hood and Che nuhvte of early 
utlnlesccncc Hun provides you 
with a “taken for granicd" 
\ jew of (lie world. There were 
'i? teams in (he Football 
League - and Workington 
were one of them. 

U was special - it gave you 
a sense of identity when Uvtng 
in explain where you come 
fn»m. If you were into fuuihull. 
it was natural to assume that 
all other sane humans were as 
well, so you said: “I'm Irom 
Workington, you know. Divi- 
sion Three" but more usually 
“Four." My relationship with 
the Reds started sometime in 
the 1 957-58 seas m when, as a 
mne-y ear-old, l became aware 
that adults kicked a ball seri- 
ously ami lluil the ground was 
quite near to my home. 

At (hat time 1 was neither 
iiwuiv of hist my. nor the scope 
of the game Ik’youU my im- 
mediate reality. The cost of 
such immaturity meant that I 
missed the famous FA Cup 
third-round tie in January 1958 
when "we" were knocked out 
by the "Busby Babes" in one 
of the Iasi games they played 
before Munich. 

As the MK and adolescence 
arrived, history and context be- 
gan to lake a greater hold on 
our lives. Shankty had been our 
manager and we had missed it. 
but the stories sounded good 
when told by our ciders. Then 
there hud been Joe Harvey, 
who was allowed to leave to 
lake over at Newcastle. We hud 
drilled tium the Third Division 
North to the Fourth Division. 


and 1 had become aware of the 
process of re-election. In that 
time I saw the demise of Gates- 
head. Accrington Stanley, 
Bradford Park Avenue and 
then, nearer to home. Barrow. 
Life was now not so simple, in- 
nocent or straightforward. 

In the summer of 1963 the 
club appointed a new* player- 
manager, and there were a 
number of new signings. Little 
did we realise that Ken Furphy 
would produce a team that not 
only would give us promotion 
to the Third Division, but for 
n shun time would threaten to 
win that league. 

Furphy gave me my adoles- 
cent heroes, names that can still 
flavour conversations in pubs 
with friends when I got home. 
He gave us dreams of great- 
ness, dreams that were stolen 
by arch rivals Carlisle and a dis- 
puted Kit Napier goal in a 
Christmas derby that was dis- 
allowed because he hit it so 
hard it rebounded off the bade 
stanchion. 

Furphy was attracted to 
Watford, pro Elton John, and 
took some of the stars with him. 
Wc returned to our roots in the 

Fourth Division. I left for high- 
er education in 1968 to Man- 
chester at its football best - but 
I was often to be found fol- 
lowing my heart in places such 
as Stockport and Rochdale. 

After graduation I found 
myself working in Oxford, so 
my relationship was main- 
tained via the local weekly pa- 
per sent by my parents' and 
carefully chosen vim is home for 
holidays. The 1970s were* bad 
times - each September 


promised a new opportunity, 
but the quality of the team ap- 
peared to get worse. 

The last time that I saw them 
m that elite group of 92 was in 
the latter part of the 1976-77 
season. I was in my Hertford 
period, so the nearest game was 
Cambridge. They went on to 
win the division that season, so 
we were just another home -win 
for them, 4-1. A spirited per- 
formance from a team that was 
not good enough... but there 
was always next season! 

But this time there wasn’t 
We only applied far re-election 
seven tunes, there are 12 teams 
who matched that number or 
beat it, eight of whom are still 
in the "dub." We went - and 
in came Wimbledon. 

The trauma is still with us, 
even after 19 seasons. We 
missed the opportunities now 
offered by the GM Vauxhall 
Conference, plummeting to 
the lower levels of the North- 
ern Premier League. A ground 
that once held 21,000 is now 
capped at 2p00, with the 
grandstand losing its roof as a 
consequence of Taylor. But 
Lhev are still my team. 

( now live in’ Liverpool and 
my nine-year-old son supports 
the local “Reds." However, 
he joins his dad to visit exotic 
places such as Warrington, 


P W D 

Uvnrpooi 18 11 « 

feMnal 17 10 5 

WtmModon 17 10 4 

W w K ii U t 17 9 '3 

A«or VB» 17 9 3 

Man (ltd 17 7 7 

Ey*rton 17 7 6 

CMsm 17 6 7 

Shaft Wad 17 6 7 

Totten ha m 17 7 3 

Darty 17 5 7 

Lancaster 17 6 3 

Leada 17 6 3 

g m dartnJ 17 5 5 

Weal Haro 17 4 6 

Mfckaeabnngh_18 3 6 

ma d d ra m 17 2 7 

Southampton _17 3 4 

Bawn tij i 1 7 2 7 

Nottm Forest 17 1 7 


LF IPO 

3 35 17 37 

2 34 16 3S 

3 30 17 34 
5 27 19 30 
5 22 15 30 

3 32 25 28 

4 26 20 27 
A 25 26 25 

4 18 19 23 

7 17 17 24 

5 19 20 22 

8 17 22 21 

8 15 20 21 
7 17 21 20 

7 15 22 18 

9 21 33 IS 

8 16 22 13 
1024 32 18 

8 12 24 18 

9 14 29 30 


1 Postponed: Blackburn v Mddedno.. 

2 Chelsea v West Ham 

3 Baton v Leeds ... 

4 Leicester v Coventry ... 

5 Manchester Utd v Sunderland 

6 Nottin g h a m Forest v Arsenal 

7 Soithampon v Derby 

8 Tottenham v Sheffield HfeOwsdqy — 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 Crystal Fbfacev Chariton 

10 Grimsby v Bradford Coy 

11 Huddersfield v QPR ..... 

12 Ipswich v Stoke 

13 Oldham v Manchester Ctiy 

34 Port Vale v Norwich 

15 Reading v Portsmouth 

15 Sheffield litd v Barnsley. ... — ~ 

37 Tran men - v Wolves 

18 West Bromwich vOgdoidUtd 


Second Division 

19 Blackpool vYbrk 

20 Brentford v Preston 

21 Btstof Rovers- v Wycombe 

22 Buy v Stockport 

23 Chesterfield v Bournemouth — 

24 R o therh am v Plymouth 

25 Watford v Gdintfiam 

26 Wrexham v Bristol Cay.—-. 

IbMDMdon 

27 Barnet v Chester — 

28 Cardiff v Mansfield 

29 Carlisle v Scunherpe , 

90 Dartmgtnn v Torquay 

31 Exeter v Swansea u. 

32 Hartlepool v Lincoln 

33 Hull v Doncaster 

34 Scartxnm0t v Fulham.. — — — 

35 Wigan v Rochdale 


GM WamdtaB Conference 

38 Bath v Sonenage 

37 Bromsgrwe v Famtxxough 

38 Doubt v Stafydridge 

- Hayes v fettering ........ 

- Hednesfard v Gateshead 

-MacdesMd v Telford — ... — 

- Moracambe v Alt rin c ha m — 

- Rushden v KkfeJefrmnster. 

- Woking v Halifax 

Bed’s Scottish League 
iTetnior vvvtseon 

39 Celtic v Dundee Litd 

40 Hearts v Rangers .... 

4L Ktfmamock v Aberdeen 

42 Motherwell v Dunfermline 

43 Raitft v Hibernian — .. 

First Division 

- Cfydebai* v East Fife — 

44 St) rting v Airdrie 


Second Division 

45£fydey BBnridc - 

- Livingston v Queen of the So 
’ 46 'afiviousemuo' v B&chjiSwE 

Third Division }J ^ 

- Abion Rovers v Ross CoUrfl^ 
47 Inverness CalThrstJe vtSjjfcfe 

48 Montrose vAAoa 

49 Queer's Perk v East Stijfng . 

TOMORROW 


BL Carting Promfersi 

AstnriVBa vWfmbtedorf#iO)— , 


Nationwide Lodged 
First Division -f/; 

Swindon v Boston Q.1£$L— ■ 

Third DMshm V 7 

Leytm Orient v Brigttorf 02-3(9 


TEAM SHEET 


Chelsea v 
West Ham 




Last season; 1-2 

Last five League matches; Chelsea 
DDLDL. Wtest Ham DDDLD 

Petrescu. Hughes and D1 Matteo are all 
expected to return to Chelsea's starting 
line-up but VialB is injured while Labours 
and Wise are suspended. West Ham's 
Dowie has a broken ankle and will be out 
of acton for 12 weeks. 



Everton v 
Leeds 


Last season; 2-0 

Last five League matches: Everton 
DWLDW, Leeds UNWDD 

Everton midfielder Grant has missed 
naming this weak wth an ankle injury but 
should befit If not; Stuart stands by Leeds 



and calf irgunes while Yfeboah and 
lace will be on the bench. 


Leicester v 
Coventry 


Last season: Did not ptay 
Last five League matches; Leicester 
WLLWD, Covenby DLUW 
Prior and the Swede, Karnark. may fea- 
ture in Leicester's defence as Walsh and 
WhtOow have been ruled out, while Gar- 
idgs (ribs) and tzzet (virus) are doubtful. 
Coventry await fitness checks on McAllis- 
ter (ankle) and Whelan (heavy cold). 


{gJTv 


ncbesterUtd 

Somtefttnte^ 


Last season: Did not fwjr . 

Last five League m a tche s: Manches- 
ttr Ufa WDWDD, SundedQRd Lpwtw ,, 
’■ United are Kkejy to keep.the teim wtririi 
started the 1-1 midweek *aw at Sheffield 
Wednesday. For Sunderland, Stewart has 
compJetBd a three-match ten but,. wWi 
Ball and Gray hairing recovered from mF 
. nor knocks, he is unDkely to start. 


EaawoodTbwn and other wel- 
coming grounds. Several weeks 
ago wc had a weekend in 
Workington. He did what i al- 
ways wanted to and was mas- 
cot for the home game with 
Worksop Town, watched by his 
grandad. Happy dreams.'. 


Notts Forest v Will 

|gs Arsenal 

nga ^ 

Last season: 0-1 

Last five League matches: Nottingham 
Forest LDLDL. Arsenal UVWWD 
Garde gets his first Premiership start In 
place of fellow Frenchman Vieira. Berg- 
kamp and Keown return after.lnjunes but 
Adams Is serving a one-match ben. Dton 
(ankle) is out so McGowan may start For- 
est loan signing Clough is unlikely to play. 


t Souttani|rton 

vDeiDy y 

Last season: Did not play 
Last five League matches: Southamp- 
ton LULL, Derby WDWDL 
la Tissier ts stfil out for the Saints while 
DotWte out until the new year after a car- 
tilage operation. Van Gob be! is suspend- 
ed so Monkou returns In defence. Derby 
have several players suffering from flu so 
they delay naming a squad. 



Tottenham v 
Sboff Wed 


Last season: 1-0 . - 

Last five League matches: Tottenham 
wllwd. Shefteld Wednesday WDDWD 

heraen is a certain starter alon^de Sher- 
tr@tam ^up front tor Spurs, with Armstrong 
facing six weeks out after an ankle oper- 
ation. Wednesday's Carbone suffered a 
g-oin ir^ury in midweek and faces a fitness 
test while Hyde (hamstring) is doubtful. - 


tomorrow— 


Aston Villa 
v Wimbledon 


Last season: 2-O. Last five Leaguo matches: Aston ViUa LWWWW. Wimbledon DDWWW 
Vflagpalkeaper Bosrtch tein line for only his fifth appearance of the season wfelelMor, Tiler Hdson. 
Joachim and Johnson have afl recovered from illness. The WimWedon captain Jones Is set to ’return in 
place of_Fear aftg being on international duty last weekend for Wales. Holdsworth. scorer of the winner 
against Blackburn, Is a^rt expected to be or the substitutes' bench. 
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sport 


Laws decree that strikers will return to haunt their old clubs and 
certain teams will come a cropper against their bogey team 


* 


While foe laws of the game are sub- 
ject to constant scrutiny and tinker-' 
ing. football's unwritten laws tend to 
aand the test of time. Those laws, 
which you won't find in the most ar- 
chaic and long-winded Football As- 
sociation rale hooks, decree, for 
example, that strikers always return 
to haunt their old clubs (witness Dar- 
ren Huckcrby and Stan Collymore 
3gainsi Newcastle and Forest): that 
certain strikers will always score 
against certain chibs (Alan Shearer's 
goal against Coventry was his 1 1th. 
the most damage he's inflicted on any 
one team ). and that certain teams al- 
ways come a cropper agamsi the mod 
feared opponents - their bogey team. 

So West Ham really did not stand 
a chance ai Edgeky Park on Wednes- 
day night It wasn’t just the pouring 
rain, the longjoumev and Iain Dow- 
ie’s errant sense of direction, nor the 


knowledge that the last time the two 
dubs met in the Cup, in 1972. Coun- 
ty had won 2-1; but rather that 
Stockport have become something of 
a Coca-Cola bogey team for Pre- 
miership dubs. Having taken Ever- 
ton to the wire last season, ihev beat 
Blackburn at Ewood Farit (sealing 
Ray Harford’s fate) before taking 
West Ham’s scalp. “Bren, is County’s 
Angdl - now he aces the Samts”, the 
headlines noted It wiD take a betting 
man to bank on Graeme Sonness' 
side bringing AngeU and Ms team- 
mates back down to earth. 

Most teams, at one time or another, 
wiD admit to a bogey Since 
Stockport’s - Aldershot Tbwn - are 
in the First Division of the Ids foot- 
ball League, the teams are unlikely 
to meet barring a Cup exploit of 
Stockport-like proportions. Up i mril 
the Shots dropped out of the Foot- 


ball League in 1992, neither Stock- 
port (nor Crewe for that matter) had 
ever managed to beat the Surrey side 
at the Recreation Ground. 

As for the Hammers, they may not 
be a bogey team in the true sense of 
the word, bat they can claim to have 
put foe wiki upooe of foe bggesi sails 
of them alL After the Hammers' ob- 
stinacy in the final game of 1994/95 
against Manchester United had en- 
sured the championship went to 
Ewood Park, there was a certain in- 
evitability about the way fortune 
came out of its hiding place to give 
West Ham a 2-2 draw against Unit- 
ed two Sundays ago. Anywhere oth- 
er than Upton Park would surriy have 
witnessed a different script- 

Aisenal fans will tell you that Lu- 
ton are something of their bogey 
team, tot Luton’s local rivals, Wat- 
ford, are arguably more so. Although 



OLIVIA ELAIR 


two divisions now separate them, of 
the 13 League and Cup games they 

£ while Watford were in the lop 
fasena! won just three. In the 
5 season the Hornets did the 
double over the Gunners on consec- 
utive days then repeated the feat two 


However, the game that most Wol- 
ford ferts remember is the stonny 1987 


FA Cup quarter-final at Highbury 
when Arsenal claimed that remarks 
ty the Wufcffd manager, Graham Tay- 
lor. before the game tod turned foe 
referee m the Hornets' favour, a daim 
that gabered momentum when, in the 
last minute with Wtcfonl hading 2- 
1, every Gunner stopped to appeal for 

a penalty, the ref waved play on and 

Lather Blissett ran the length of the 
field to score. To rubsah into Arse- 
nal's wound, Wrtfbrd’s opponents in 
die semi-finals were Spurs. 

But Watford would no doubt swap 
one of those wins for cne against then* 
boggy team, Luton, wbo they have not 
beaten since 1986/87. Arsenal them- 
selves have found Spurs something 
of a bogey team at Highbury in re- 
cent years; Geny Francis was tempt- 
ing fate in admitting before the 
November derby that he had never 
lost to Arsen aL The Gunners duly 


won 3-1, the first time they tod won 
there since December 1991. 

Spurs’ real bogey team is Aston 
Villa, who they haven't beaten auce 
September 1990, tot it’s Villa’s Mid- 
lands rivalry with Coventry which 
boasts (he longest-running feud.* 
Coventry's victory at Highfidd Road 
in November 1988 ended a se- 
quence of 26 games, 51 years and 17 
ma nag ers without a Sky Bines win. 

These unwritten laws seldom tare 

offlate which embrwderfttf^forfo of 
the game. But psychologist George 
Sik believes it’s aU down to the locus 
of controL Eb? u Wefl, if players per- 
ceive their destiny to be out of their 
hands and down to Lady Lock, the 
inanagcr, manipulative developers or 
even grey shirts, theyTl start thin k ing 
‘We’re fated not to beat them', and 
subconsdousfy stop trying," Sik says. 


It's hard to imagine quite what ex- 
ternal focus of control Hibs blamed 
over the 22 games, five years, seven 
months and 23 days they failed to 
beat Edinburgh rivals Hearts, but 
easier to imagine haw the relief when 
they ended that run, on 27 August 
1994, reduced skipper Gordon 
Hunter, a lifelong Hibs fan. to leans. 

Incidentally, Sunderland’s bogey 
team at Roker ftirk in the early 
1990s was Southend. Frustrated at 
having lost four times in five meet- 
ings between 1991-94, the Rokerites 
took drastic action. In April 1995 
they spent £ 600,000 in removing 
from Roots Hall the root cause of 
the trouble — the striker who had 
scored every time he played them. 
Unfortunately, said striker was soon 
on his way out of Rnker having made 
just 10 appearances and failed to 
score. His name? Brett Angcll. 


$ 






Holiday presents risk 
and chance for United 


Manchester United were ru- 
moured yesierday to be inier- 
\ ested in signing Stefan Schwarz 

from Fiorcniina for £7m. But 
should results go awry for them 
-»$. today it will lake more than 
ov^^priced Arsenal “rejecls"- 
stable midfield work- 
-■j- ; hoiP“?5?.e the Swede - for the 

champions to go galloping af- 
; ; ter those thoroughbred Gun- 
ners come the "end of this 
* holiday period. 

The match at Old Trafford 
against comhaiive Sunderland 
is one which Alex Ferguson’s 
side will almost certainly have 
lo win if they are to stay rough- 
ly in touch with Arsene 
Wenger's team, who, providing 
they can accommodate the loss 
through suspension of Tony 
Adams and Patrick Vieira, 
should regain the leadersMp of 
|he Premiership at bottom of 
le table Nottingham Forest. If 
they do (and much could de- 
pend on how effectively the 
Frenchman Remi Garde 
deputises for his inspirational 


Clive White on a potentially decisive 
weekend for Premiership contenders 


t: 


fellow countryman Vieira) they 
can reasonably anticipate max- 
imum points from the remain- 
der of their games up to and 
including New Year’s Day. 

United's four fixtures till 
then look similarly favourable 
although they will have to get 
back to winning ways quite 
sharp ishly after three draws in 
four games. 

“Normally we have our 
dodgy spell over Christmas,” 
Peter Schmeichel, their Danish 
international goalkeeper, said. 
“Last year we bad a terrible 
Christmas but we still went on 
to win the Double. Bui we 
have had too many bad results 
this season to be able to afford 
a bad Christinas this time, so we 
have got to put thing s right and 
win the games over foe festive 
season. 1 believe that if we man- 
age to put a good run togeth- 
er like we have had every year 


then we will go on and win it 
again." 

At the moment United are 
lagging nine points behind the 
leaders, Liverpool, who have 
played one more game. Last 
Christmas Eve they stood 10 
points behind Newcastle Unit- 
ed and we all know how that 
pursuit turned oul 

Last Christmas United got 
just what they wanted— a home 
win over Newcastle. This time 
Ferguson will be praying -per- 
haps for the only time in the last 
couple of seasons - that Kevin 
Keegan’s troubled side pull off 
a win, agains t Liverpool at St 
James' Park on Monday, a 
meeting which at Anfield last 
season precipitated the 
Geonfies' downfall. With Astern 
Villa receiving their Coca-Cola 
Cup conquerors, foe unbeafoble 
Dons, tomorrow, the Saturday 
programme has been robbed of 


four of foe top five dubs. V31a 
foot well-placed for aspot of re- 
venge over Wimbledon, whose 
19th match without defeat last 
week against Blackburn showed 
signs of fatigue. 

That said, a fiercely de- 
manding run of fixtures over foe 
next couple of weeks could 
bring Villa’s challenge to its 
knees, with Everton easily foe 
best placed to claim their top- 
six position. 

Avoiding defeat wOl again be 
foe object of foe exercise for 
Leeds at Goocfison Park. The 
manner in which George Gra- 
ham’s side has chiselled 11 
points out of the last 18 has 
made his old Arsenal look 
positively gung-ho by compar-- 
ison. But should he deem to 
bring the Ghanaian' Tony 
Yeboah off foe bench - the pair 
having settled their differences 
- for his first senior game in 
eight months, Yorkshireanen 
may be reminded thal 'k was 
not all drudgery under Howard 
Wilkinson. 


Room at the top for Smith merely content 
Yorkshire derby winner with half-term progress 


$ 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE 


There will be more than just 
Yorkshire pride at stake this af- 
ternoon when Sheffield United 
and Barnsley meet in the Na- 
tionwide League. With the First 
Division leaders playing Swin- 
don tomorrow, the prize for foe 
winner at Bramah Lane wQI be 
a place at foe top of the table. 

Sheffield United second only 
because of Bolton’s superior 
goalscoring, have lost just twice 
in their last 15 matches, and 
iheir victory at Crystal Palace in 
midweek restored their feelgo- 
od factor, which bad been un- 
dermined by mounting injuries 
and suspensions and last Sat- 
urday's 4-1 defeat at Oxford. 

Sheffield Linked will be with- 
out eight players this time, al- 


though Don Hutchison returns 
after suspension. 

Their manager, Howard 
Kendall, said: “Tire way both 
teams are playing sets it up as 
a great local derby, and it 
should be a tremendous at- 
mosphere. Hopefully foe way 
we battled at Palace means foe 
fans will forgive us for last Sat- 
urday’s display at Oxford” 

Barnsley wfll be backed by 
5,500 fans, with a crowd of 
around 25,000 expected to watch 
a potentially intriguing contest. 
Their manager, Dancy Wilson, 
will be demanding his team im- 
prove on an away record that has 
brought only one victory in sev- 
en matches, even though they 
have lost only once in their last 
14 games. He is likely to stand 
by foe squad who beat Tranmere 
3-0 last week. 


SCOTTISH FOOTBALL 


Today Rangers reach' the half- 
way stage in their pursuit of a 
ninth consecutive Scottish 
League titles, with their manag- 
er, Whiter Smith, marking Ms 
half-term report “reasonable." 

Rangers, desperate to equal 
foe record of nine consecutive 
titles set by Celtic under the late 
Jock Stein, are 12 points clear of 
Aberdeen at foe top. But Smith 
only regards the advantage as 
five points - what their lead 
would be if Celtic were to win 
their three games in hand 
against Kilmarnock, Raifo 
Rovers and Dunfermline. 

Today Rangers face Hearts at 
Tynecastle Park and victory 
would give Smith a happy 
Christmas. “We have made a 


reasonable start, no better than 
that,” he said. Ally McCoist is 
fit and is eager for a recall to the 
Rangers front line. Hearts have 
five players doubtful, while 
Pasquale Bruno is suspended. 

Celtic’s Dutch striker Pierre 
van Hooijdonk, a target for 
Feyenoord, bas a groin strain 
and is doubtful for foe home 
game against Dundee United, 
who have put the former Bolton 
forward Owen Coyle on the 
transfer fisL Aberdeen visit Kil- 
marnock, where Bobby WSDbm- 
son continues as caretaker 
manager amid Tumours that 
Mark Hartley is heading for 
Rugby Park as player-manager. 

FhUdrk have sacked their 
maiwgw JEamonn Bannon — a 
day auter the dub was fined 
£25,000 by the Scottish League 
for folding an ineligible player. 



Another 

Hickman 

record 


Swimming 


Gavin Meadows prepares to <fip his toe in the water in the 200 metres freestyle final 
at the British Championships in Sheffield yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 
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Delay helps 
Alphand to 
overtake Killy 

Skffng 

Luo Alphand. relaxed after bad 
weaihcr gave him an unex- 
pected lie-in. became foe most 
successful French downhiller in 
World Cup history with his 
country's first Val Gardena win 
yesterday. 

Alphand. who started 17th in 
a delayed and shortened race, 
docked Imin 53.3 Osec for foe 
seventh downhill win of his 
Work] Cup career, Jean-Claude 
Killy won six. “Yesterday I saw 
that France had never won 
here. I thought it was about 
time,*’ he said. 

Norway’s Atie Skaardal was 
second in 1:53.25 and the Ital- 
ian Kristian Ghedina delighted 
the locals by finishing third. 

The Austrians, who have 
dominated the World Cup this 
season by taking the lop four in 
the opening downhill in 'N&l 
d'lsere last Sunday and sweep- 
ing the leading places in train- 
ing in France and Italy, failed 
to make any sort of impression. 
Their best finisher was Werner 
Franz, who was seventh, one 
place ahead of compatriot Fritz 
Sirohl who won in \fal d'Is&re. 

Yesterday's race was originally 
scheduled "for Whistler Moun- 
tain in Canada earlier this 
month but was postponed be- 
cause of heavy snow. It looked 
like it would have to be put off 
again when foe organisers de- 
layed foe stan for an hour as 
clouds shrouded the mountain 
top and snow fell steadily. 


Becker’s tax payments 
‘under investigation’ 


Tennis 

The German tax authorities 
declined to comment yesterday 
on a newspaper report that tax 
inspectors bad searched Boris 
Becker’s home and removed 
several documents. 

The daily newspaper Bild 
said four tax inspectors had ar- 
rived at Becker's house in Mu-r 
nich on Thursday morning with 
a search warrant! They were ad- 
mitted to the house, although 
Becker was on holiday in Flori- 
da, the paper said. 

Munich tax authorities said 
they never commented on mea- 
sures undertaken as part of 
their investigations, and Beck- 
er's Munich-based manager 
was unavailable for comment. 

Bild said the investigators 
were probing foe period be- 


tween 1990 and 1993, 'Mien 
Becker lived in Monte Carlo. 

The report was published on 
the same day as a television sta- 
tion released extracts of an in- 
terview with Becker, in which he 
indicated he would leave Ger- 
many when his three-year-old 
son was of school age to allow 
him to lead a more normal life. 

“My son Noah won’t go to 
school in Germany," Becker 
said. He added that a move was 
not imminent, saying: “HI pay 
my taxes in Germany next year. 

Germany has seen a series of 
high-profile tax cases involving 
well-known personalities over 
the past couple of years. Peter 
Graf, father of Steffi Graf, is on 
trial charged with evading 19 
million marks (£7 3m) of tax on 
his daughter's earning between 
1989 and 1993. 


Kotite in Jets’ ejector seat 


American football 

Rich Kotite announced yester- 
day that he will step down as foe 
head coach of the New York 
Jets after foe team's 1996 sea- 
son comes Lo an end agtinst Mi- 
ami tomorrow. 

“1 was not fired, 1 am not quit- 
ting, but 1 thought this was the 
best thing to do for the organ- 
isation,'* Kotite told a news 
conference in New York yes- 
terday. “1 wanted lo do this to- 
day because I wanted the 
opportunity lo talk to all of foe 
players." 


The news can hardly be de- 
scribed as unexpected given 
Kotite’s 4-27 record during his 
two-year reign. The Jets, who have 
only a single win to their name in 
1996, are already certain to have 

the worst record this season. 

Kotite joined foe Jets having 
been sacked by the Philadelphia 
Eagles, replacing Fete Carroll. 
He is unlikely to be the only 
coaching casualty when foe sea- 
son ends, with Carroll, now foe 
San Francisco 49as defensive ccv 
. cudinator, a favourite to land one 
of foe vacancies -though it is un- 
likely to be the Jets job. 


MM: Toronto 96 MJhwukee 93; Chica£> 93 
OwtoOC 72; Utah 94 Mam 87 ft*; San An- 
mio 115 Noam 301; Date ICS Vanoouuer 
98; wasnimnn 102 LA Okws 93: Sac- 
er*D 112 Uomesota 105. 


Cricket 

England took control of the second un- 
der-19 Test against Pakistan in Sheik- 
hupura yesterday. David Nash hit an 
unbeaten 108 and then the strike 
bowlers Alex Tbdor (3 for 19) and Ben 
H on b a ke C2 for 42) swaaeti Pakistan's 

oruj”aftour days Paketan^ware 95 for 
6 rn repty to England’s total of 361. 
Ybrfcstilre have pulled out of a proposed 
ftxxfit Swday Lease $une at The Dual 
because of fears mat it would be un- 
popUar with their supporters. Suney 
warned to esqxrimant with a late after- 
noon start on Thursday 32 June, but ihe 
torkshire chief executive, Chris Hassell, 
said yesmrday that toa dub's commit- 
tee feft it had "a mayor iBsponsfeflty to 
their members, many of whom would 
have been unabie tb to the match - . 
The Tasmanian opener Jamie Cox hit a 
careertest unbeaten 191 yesterdw to 
give hts side a 93-run lead over Pak- 
istan on the second day of their few- 
day match at BeUerive Oval in Hobart. 
Tasmania were 392 for 6 at stumps af- 
ter resuming on 73 for 1. The Test bats- 
man Ricky Ranting gave a hesitant 
performance ahead of next week’s thirt 
Test agrirrstthe \Atesr Indes. making 35. 
mut MOCK Mtanftnae, wcoraf 
tan): Vote* 354 (G Vtorppnl 133, D Beny 
50: N McLest 5-489; Wtst hUBG 3J2 tor 5 
(B LM 86, S Campui BOj. 

TOUR HATCH: (Hobart, second day of 
PakKffln 299 (Shahid AfrtcISQ.Mu3> 
taq Ahmed Tasmania 392 

tor 6 (J Cor iSlno). 

SKHBO SMELD (Brttant, sacond rfey 
<**■* New South wales 190 (SWW01 56. 
ABteheI6-5©;< 

144, J I 

SO). (Perth, that day «f JowfcSauti Aue- 
traiia 231 fbr 8 (JBrayrtw 73,0 Lehmann 
52>v western Aunraka. 

En — itrl— 1— 

OOUPU SHOW JIMPINQ CHAMPION. 
SWPS ( mi iiil agnn . London): Ch a mp ay r 
ToRUnRar ChriaUMB Carol States Ifr 
tuai VBaga Gamncti UWNtaker. GBJdeer, 
2&23MC 2 Borf* Samantha© Romp. Nrttt 
deer. 29.32i3Trudo KaUef tf Warners, Bali 
dea. 3S83. Hofr M Retey. 1 BN* of 
AShenty (B Gtaaard. 08) and U Dedai 
Ramie P RsnMdL GB) 69.26; 3 Regffle (C- 
0 Nogai. Gar) and FWopp 1 * Dumbo (f Ruh- 
mem. AuO T22k 3 Gordon GoodOme (W 
RjnnaA GB) and TegR irtaMw (T Stodbaie. 
GB) 80 74. ap—mmWmstm Young Show 
Junpor of tka Yaar 1 MUs Party Piece (B 


Dtnnlng) 3 fairs, 54.47; 2 [mate (B Twom- 
ert 4 faute. 36.61; 3 Dutch Secret (C Web- 
toy) 4 taute, 38.74. 

Footbal 

The RepibBc of Ireland plan to play 
Wales in a friendly at Canflff Arms Park 
on 11 February: The match is being 
anaiued to help Ireland's World Cup 
quafifying preparations. 

Er&and's Under- 18 team wfl meet their 
Scottish counterparts at Buy 1 * Qgg Lana 
Sound on 14 January 
LOANS: Kevin Scott (defended Tottennam 
Hocpuno cnamon ArModc; Mk» Noma Cfar- 


weBCD BkrnrWnmOiyinWBKHsii U4 
aoush (rndflefded MancneNer r 


i Fores: stav 


rcnytoNot- 

tdorwattpsm. 


^SndwScartioiwgi: Are* cook (defends) 
S wa n s e a CBy gPansmoutn: Gary Mdlao— 
(defended Dundee to B«er Cay: MaHtiaw 
Roil (mtdfldded Noroteh Cftf v> Nortiamp- 
ton Town (etfensfcn o (loan}. 

FA CARUNS PREMIERSHIP Fixture 
ctaa^ Wed 19 FMt Amen* V Manches- 
ter Utd (torn 4 M«): Sun 23 Falx Aaenel 
v Wbndedon Worn 22 ftty: Moo 3 Man 
Covertly Cttyv Wimbledon rtmmSUur.Buo 
9 Hk Uwpod v Newcastle Utd Atom B mb?. 

NaeTHSPMUHPBfeO ClafeiaftB 
5 Jau: nobs Oounv vAsun VRa (12.Q: Owl- 
mn v Newcastle (130, live on Sy Sports): 
Evenon v SwMon (3.01; M a no hew a r Ud v 
Tottenham PJ0. he on BBCD fas ban 4 
Jar}. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Roach 
ImtaK Barn 3 (Dmtmk 19, Perez 25. 
Motoou 45) Bomaaur 1 (Thotat 40). Ftootlas 
Lmwm Cup Three: SDxkponlStda 
2. Avqo >t— m> C m b tema w TOat W» 
vfehKC Amend O Wbnbfedon 2; Stxjthamp- 
ion 4 West Ham 0. FA Ybuth cw» saeood 
rooMt nepiey: Luton Toon 3 Otfort Utd 2. 
Harp Upr Nettanal Laadoaof Iralaod Pm> 
mter DMriuo: Home Farm Evenon 0 Sham- 
rock RovemO. 

Ice Hockey 

ML: Boston 3 Tampa Bey O; Ottaea 5 Ron- 
da 2; PMfede^S NTktendasO; PtaBxs^ 
4 St tours 0- 

Britan's Richard Bums will drive for Mit- 
subrshl afflin in the 1997 HA World Rnl- 
ly Championship. He team up with 
^v^charnpfenTixTTniMaWnenaro 
will contest at least seven of 14 ewnts 
in an expanded championship. 

Rn^by Union 

Bedford have named the Weston 
Samoa flanker Junior Paramore In their 
lean to pt^ Orrdl in the PJBangon Cup 
today, even ihou 0 i he wB na arrive back 
ftom New Zealand' untS nine o'clock this 
morning. The winter Mardn Offiah Is also 
included after recovering from o recu^ 
mice of his toe injury. 


The Scotland captain Greg* Townsend 
wil defy a cdf inkny to play in Northamp- 
ton’s Prtfdngton Cup tie at Preston 
Grasshoppers, but Saints are without 
scrum-half Matthew Dawson and cen- 
tres Jonathan Ben and Matt Allen. Dorn 
Malone and Rob MacNsutfton deputise. 
Leicester Tigers field a mixture of play- 
ers from the fast XV and the Extras tor 
their PMdngton Cup tie with Fourth Di- 
vision Newbury. The former England 
winger Rory Underwood Is Included, Greg 
Austin plays at fuU-back and Eric Miller 
returns as flanker. 

The Second Division strufigers Mose- 
ley ha« paid theirftrstevfertransfcrfee ■ 
to sign the 20yeafH4d Bath back row 
forward James Cockle. The dub has Sfio 
allied the Canadian international lock. 
Kevin Whitley, 27, bringing their num- 
ber of 1uB-time profe s soriate to 11. 


Rain and heavy fog forced otguusers 
to caB off a women's Uferld Cup down- 
hill race at Crans Montana, Switzerland, 
yesterday. 

ALFITUE WORLD CUP Man's doM*W (U* Gm- 
dena, It; 3430 m. wticte drop 7S0m): 1 
(Fr) 3rm53.UfeK;2 AStartar (Non 
1*325; 3 K Ghecna UV 153-JO: 4 P Vm* 
W (B) 1.-5334: s A DuuAart (R) 133.48; • 
F CBuMi (SmO 133.76; 7 W Runs (Aut) 
1£3J» B F SooU ItaO 13333; 9 H Knaus 
VUQ 13a99; iO Vf Panthonar 00 
11M Harmwnn ISWfl) 1:54.17; 12 B human 
(SmO 1^425; 33 RAsatf«wrAut> 13420; 
14 R Boyd 1 Cam 1^4.43: 15 P Runggatter 
0U 1*4^4. Staodtato pdrar two rtow): 1 
Alphano 140pts; 2 F Stefei 132: 3 Ranz US; 
4 Gherfea 105; S SJoidai »: 6 ViWfei 8& 7 
P Otlteb (AuO T4; 8 Duutei 61: 9 J StraM 
(AuO 58; 10 PaaOronrr 55; H C ww gi 50: 
32 K Rbhrjubwi (USj 44; 13 Ksmm 42; 14 
Knaus 38; 35 K Wan (Can] 31. 


James Hickman continued his 
rccord-Krcaking at foe British 
Championships in Sheffield yes- 
terday. when he broke his own 
British record for the second 
time in foe 24 hours to win the 
100 metres butterflv gold. 

The 20-year-old, who im- 
proved his 10-month-old best by 
a quarter of a second on Thurs- 
day, lowered the record by an- 
other G.3sec yesterday. He 
clocked 53v03sec. finishing near- 
ly a second ahead of the 
Ukrainian Pavlo Khnykin. 

Leeds' Claire Huddart beat 
the former world short-course 
champion Karen Pickering to 
lake foe women's 200m 
freestyle. The 24-year-old won 
in 2:00.06, only 0.03sec ahead 
of Pickerirm, to win her first win- 
ter title after finishing second 
and third in recent years. 

Earlier, Ian Wilson bad cre- 
ated a piece of history by being 
crowned foe first British Swim- 
ming Champion in the renamed 
tournament Wilson, in fact 
captured his seventh winter ti- 
tle in foe 1500m freestyle. The 
City of Leeds swimmer took ad- 
vantage of foe absence of the 
Olympic bronze medallist 
Graeme Smith, who withdrew 
after the heats to concentrate 
on the 200m final, by lapping aD 
foe other finalists. 

WDson, 26 yesterday, finished 
more than two lengths of the 25- 
meire pool and nearly 40 sec- 
onds ahead Glenn Hudson of 
Portsmouth in 14min 47.73sec. 

Charlotte Niblett celebrated 
her 19th birthday by taking 
35sec off her own Welsh record 
to win foe women’s 400m indi- 
vidual medley gold. 

Andrew Clayton, foe de- 
fending champion, was also in 
record-breaking mood as he 
overshadowed foe Olympic 
medal pair, Graeme Smith and 
Paul Palmer, in the 200m 
freestyle. Clayton beat the five- 
year-old British record of Paul 
Howe by just one-hundredth of 
a second to win in 1:46.70 with 
Mark Stevens second, and 
Gavin Meadows third. 


Teflris 

An ixnpire walked off court after toe for- 
mer Wimbledon champion. Pat Cash, 
allegedly swore at him dimng a prac- 
tice match m Melbourne on Thursday, 
toe Tonne Australia media manager 
FtosanneMtchie sad yestenlay. Several 
line judges joned the protest, but no 
acbon can be taken against Cash be- 
cause toe match was not played un- 
der toe auspees of Tennis Australia. 
Tom Gulbkson has been np- appointed 
captain of the US Davis Cup team and 
will be befpn hts fourth year in charp; 
when me States meet Brazil tfi their 
opening 1997 Daus Cup tie on 7 -9 Feb- 
fuaiy. 

ROLEX ORANGE BOWL CHAWIONSMPS 
(norkfel: Boy* Under- 18 sMaa fourth 
roaaft A Maim tSp) M M toe (GBi 7-e (7- 
5»6-4. 


SNOW REPORT - in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Latest snow and weather reports 

from 180+ resorts in Europe and 

North America. 

Phone or lax: 


Around the resorts 


0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


Al-a-glance lax guide to snow 
conditions at 180f resorts world- 
wide: 

0897500 601 


SKIFAX 


Where to find the 
best snow -by fax. 

CaB SKIFAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 1804- 
resort codes: 

0990100 843 
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Shilton’s milestone 

Glenn Moore on the keeper’s 
1,000 game caper, page 22 
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David Llewellyn on the sm^ 
dubs' big day, page 



Pearce calls on a Clough for help at Forest 


Making a point: Stuart Pearce 
takes his first training session 
as Nottingham Forest manager 

Photograph: Allsport 


Stuart Peara? yesterday took 
over as caretaker manager of 
Nottingham Barest in succession 
to Frank Clark, who resigned on 
Thursday. His Gist move was to 
re-sign his former England col- 
league Nigel Clough on loan 
from Manchester City with a 
view to a permanent £700,000 
transfer. 

Pearce held a team meeting 
yesterday morning after train- 
ing, at which he spelt out what 
he feels is required to halt a run 
of 16 matches without a win 
since the opening League 
match of the season. 

Pearce said: “I’ve talked to 
the players and told them what 
I fee! is needed from profes- 
sional sportsmen. How they re- 
act I’ll only find out on match 
days and on the training pitch. 

“It is very important I get the 
backing of the team. I think I’ll 


have the backing of the fans and 
the board of directors, but the 
players are the ones who've got 
to turn the situation around 

“I think they are a little ner- 
vous of me at present They’re 
a bit tentative in terms of what 
to say to tne and what the situ- 
ation is with me at present. But 
I am sure we will establish 
some middle ground between 
us." 

Pearce is under no illusions 
as to the uphill nature of the 
task ahead: “It's the biggest 
challenge of my career and 
when you are down the bottom 
of the table it has to be the 
toughest job. It would be nice 
to face the job with years of ex- 
perience of what it entails, but 
that's not the case." 

Pearce will review his position 
in mid-January, when he has 
had a chance to decide whether 


he can combine managing with 
playing - and he is keen not to 
jeopardise his England 
prospects. 

The Leicester manager and 
former Forest favourite Martin 
O’Neill has ruled himself out of 
contention should Pearce not to 
take on the post permanently. 


He said: “Let me say that peo- 
ple will have to put up with me 
at Leicester City for the nest IS 
months of my am tract I said 
the day I signed my contract at 
Leicester that I would hot be 
wanting out on the cinb before 
my contract runs ouL" 

Gough has gone back to the 


Gty Ground after being left: out 
of City’s line-up for the past 
month. He is not match-fir so 
is unlikely to -come into con- 
tention to face Arsenal today. 

Meanwhile, the consortium 
led by the kxal buanessman 
Sandy Anderson, tiie ^recpm : . 
mended choiceoflhe current 


Anger as Boro pull out of game 


Blackburn Rovecs do not see why 
they should ride catching a cold 
just because Middlesbrough’s 
squad has been hit by a virus. 

Rovers' caretaker-manager, 
Tony Parties, has called on the 
Premier League to punish Mid- 
dlesbrough for pulling out of to- 
day's Premiership match at 
Ewood Park, saying they had 23 
players ruled out % injury and 


a virus that has swept through 
the club. 

With Boro sliding down the 
table and Rovers having moved 
out of the relation zone, Parkes 
was keen to play a match that 
could ultimately have a bearing 
on the relegation issue. Pirkes 
believes the League should 
award Blackburn the points 
when a disciplinary panel exam- 


ines Middlesbrough's case, the 
firstin tbePtenMeiship’sfive-sea- 
son history, in thenewyear. 

Middlesbrough's chief exec- 
utive, Keith Lamb, confirmed 
that the club had taken the de- 
cision to call off the game with- 
out Premier League permission. 
He said: “There is no provision 
within the Premier League rules 
to postpone games." 


board of directors, is set to take 
over arFbrest in the new year. 
AndersOn wtD now have a dear 
run in his battle to take charge - 
after the rival consortium head- 
ed ty Monte Carlo businessman - 
Lawtie Lewis opted to pull out. 

■ Australia’s new national 
coach, Tferiy Venables, yester-;'. 
' day ramed a' home-based squad 
for his first three matches in 
. charge. The former En g land 
manager, who officially. '.takes 
over when he arrives xn Aus- 
tralia on 3 January; will use a 
four-nations series with games 
. in Melbourne, Brisbane and 
Sydney from 18-26 January to 
assesslocslly-based players pri- 
or to the World Cup qualifiers. 

The /West Ham striker Iain 
Dowie is likely to be out of ac- 
tion for 12 weeks after break- 
ing an ankle against Stockport 
on Wednesday night Dowie 


was injured when he fell awk- 
wanflyin a challenge with Mik* > 
Flynn. . 

--- The Football Association 
yesterday confirmed that the 
Liverpool defender Neil Rud- 
dock has been charged with 
bringing the game ntio disrepute 
over his attack on the Totten- 
ham chairman, Alan Sugar, in 
a Sunday newspaper article. 
Ruddock is unlikely to receive 
any support from his club, who 
have already apologised to Sug- 
ar. ... 

The Manchester United 
striker Andy Cole will make his 
comeback in Monday’s reserve 
game against Derby at Bury. 
The £7m former Newcastle 
player has been out of action 
since breaking both shins dur- 
ing a reserve game at Liverpool 
on 5 October. 

West Brom notation, page 16 
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FIRST TEST: Vice-captain survives early scare to compile his third Test century of the year and put home side on the defensive 

England given HHQH Zimbabwe^ 

HENRY BifOFELD diately after lunch H would 

■' ; “ be hard to imagine the won 


<r. i 


PEREK PRINGLE 

reports from Bulawayo 
Zimbabwe 376; 
England 306 for 4 


It took the arrival of the Guti, 
a chill wind uncannily reminis- 
cent of a May day at Derby, as 
well as the more timely inter- 
vention of an unbeaten century 
from Nasser Hussain, to con- 
vince England that their in- 
experienced opponents are not 
infallible when cool beads and 
straight bats are pitted against 
them. If more of the same 
sang-froid is applied until 
teatime today. England could 
well be in the unusual position 
of winning an overseas Test 
match, something they have 
not achieved since the Adelaide 
Test almost two years ago. 

Fortunes can swiftly change 
when significant breaks begin to 
go your way. Hussain, whose 
third three-figure score for 
England took just over five 
hours, was let off first ball when 
short-leg spilt a sharp chance as 
he shaped lo flick Strang to mid- 
wickcl. 

Momentarily shaken, it was 
a reprieve that brought the 
best from the Essex man, whose 
patient innings and unbroken 
sLand of 1 26 with John Crawley, 
have resurrected England's 
prospects of a positive resuli - 
a situation not widely foreseen 
at the start of play when Lad- 
brokes' odds against an England 
win stood at 20-1. 

A combative and emotional 
character. England's vice-captain 
wav in no doubts as to what the 
milestone meant to him. and how 
it fitted in with England's plans 
for the remainder of this match. 

“It's a huge moment in my 
life as any hundred for England 
is.“ he said after a cool, drizzly 


day s play had finished in sun- 
shine. “The slowness of the 
pitch and the way they just sat 
in the game and spread their 
fields out, meant you were never 
going to smack a hundred. 
You've got to grind it and that’s 
what I did today. 

“We’ve now got to try and bat 
for at least two sessions and get 
a lead. Then let’s see what they 
are like batting under a bit of 
pressure for once." 

It is a compelling thought and 
on yesterday’s evidence alone, 
Zimbabwe’s cricket still appears 
to be some way from being fully 
formed, with much of finishing 
touches being operated in a 
charmingly DIY manner. 

For instance, instead of the 
revolving sightscreens that dou- 
ble as advertising boards on 
many established Test grounds 
around the world, the screens 
here at the Queen’s club have 
fixed adverts behind the bowlers 
arm which are then alternately 
revealed and covered up by a 
man drawing and ope rung a set 
of white curtains. 

The bowling - when shorn of 
Paul Strang -is almost as quaint 
and lacks depth, being little bet- 
ter than an average county attack. 
True, the highly regarded Heath 
Streak is dearly short of fitness, 
and Eddo Brand es' outswing 
was badly missed, but on a slug- 
gish pitch like this, only Strang's 
leg-spin looked capable of 
moving the game forward for 
Zimbabwe. 

He is not quite ready lo keep 
company with Warne or Mush- 
taq, but on a day when precious 
little pressure was exerted by bis 
colleagues bowling at the other 
end, he ran them a close third, 
taking 3 for 83. with 35 overs of 
business-class leg-spin. 

Nick Knight despite his 56 ap- 
peared completely flummoxed by 
his gvxvgly. and Alec Stewart. 


eventually sawn off by a poor um- 
piring decision, was never quite 
at ease with his bag of tricks. 

With Graham Thorpe con- 
tinuing his sketchy tour with a 
scrappy 13 before edging a per- 

lar^found themselves at 180fa* 

4 but Hussain and Crawley then 
composed their telling reply. 

As individuals, they are Eng- 
land’s best players of spin, though 
for quite differing reasons. Hus- 
sain does not read the wrist-spun 
ball quite as early as Crawley, 
whose rotary skills, as tested by 
the striated turntable of Dr Ken 
West, an American eye special- 
ist, have made him particularly 
fluent at reading a turning balL 

Hussain's strength lies not so 
much in vision, but in the ball- 
bearing flexibility of his wrists, 
whose ability to ride and com- 
pensate the vagaries in turn and 
bounce, make up fOT other 
shortcomings, such as an occa- 
sionally stiff front leg. 

Having initially helped them- 
selves to some particularly way- 
ward seam bowling from Streak 
and Henry Olonga, both bats- 
men were later forced into 
playing watchful innings, as 
Alistair Campbell, Zimbabwe's 
captain, spread his fields and 
went on the defensive. 

It was an obstacle not pre- 
sented to tile earlier batsman, 
who were fed a succession of 
“hit me" balls from the pace 
bowlers. Knight, in particular, 
was savage towards anything di- 
rected short and wide outside 
his off stump (of which there 
was plenty). 

In a flurry of cuts and carves, 
he rapidly made his way to his 
half-century, before Olonga 
cleverly got a slower ball to 
swing late into the left-hander’s 
pads. It was the faster bowlers' 
sole success on a day that Eng- 
land at last showed some class. 












HENRY BLOFELD 


Another worid-cbssl^-spinner, 
fcul Strang , caused Englan d un- 
comfortable problems on the 
thir d day, but Zimbabwe's sup- 
port bowting was so bad that he 
did not collect his just reward. 

In the last few years Shane 
' Warne, Mushtaq Ahmed and 
Anil Kumbie have all worked 
their magic against England and 
Strangyesterday showed that he 
is entitled to stand shoulder- to- 
shoulder with any of them. 

Sadly for Zimbabwe, Eng- 
land's batsmen knew that if 
they couM survive against Strang 
they would be able to soore more 
thao-enough runs at tbe other 
end. Heath Streak, the best of 
the other bowlers, did not seem 
folly fit and could get nothing 
out of this extremely slow pitch . 

England scored 80 runs for tbe 
loss of one wicket in the morn- 
ing session and were 128 for 1 
at lunch. Zimbabwe badly need- 
ed a wicket early in tbe after- 
noon, but when play restarted 
their captain, Alistair Camp- 
bell, gave seamers Bryan Strang 
and Streak the first six overs off 
which 32 easy runs were scored. 

He brought on Paul Strang 
for the seventh over and the fol- 
ly of it aD was cruelly underlined 
when, in his very firk over, Alec 
Stewart was caught lbw sweep- 
ing. Campbell's thinking defied 
belief, for if a wicket had gone 
' down to tbe leg-dinner imme- 


diately after lunch it would not 
be hard to imagine the worries 
in the England dressing-room. 

When Graham Thorpe went 
to Strang soon after it kmked as 
if be might go through the Eng- 
land side, but this did not allow 
for the skill and resolve of Nass- 
er Hussain and John Crawley. 

With an hour left and England 
on 261 for 4. Zimbabwe took the 
second new ball. The extra 
bounce might have helped Paul 
Strang but Campbell delayed giv- 
ing him a bowl until a quarter <'L 
an hour remained. He had ti nr? 
for ordy three overs and, if he had 
come on earlier, he just might 
have played successfully on Hus- 
sain’s or Crawley’s nerves as they 
approached a hundred and a fifty 
respectively. 

Strang’s great misfortune of 
the day came before lunch 
when H ussain took the place of 
Nick KnighL Hussain pushed 
the spinner's fust ball firmly 
through the hands of Stuart 
Carlisle at forward short-leg. It 
was a catch which would have 
been a great bonus if it had 
stuck, for it was not much more 
than a half-chance. But if it had 
been held who knows what 
might have happened?- 

The main lesson of the day 
for Zimbabwe was that it is no 
good having a top-dass leg-spin- 
ner in your side if you do not 
give him his best chance of tak- 
ing wickets. As this is only a two- 
match lest series there, is little 
danger of over-bowling Strang. 
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Last Saturday's solution 


ACROSS 

7 A manner recalled in song? 
(4) 

8 Describing a successful 
swindler? (101 

10 Nymph in such a way occu- 
pying region (Si 

1 1 Vehicle running finally? 

Yes. with proficiency (2-4) 

12 Planes exist to provide de- 
bris washed ashore (6) 

13 Religious picture in city 
church half of Holy Month 
(4.4) 

15 The language of cffronleiy 
is not really meant (6, 2. 5) 

18 Course in unfinished list of 
courses supplied by book 
<81 

20 Sequence or punches in 
round ten brought back 
echoing cry of pain (3-3) 

22 Get on well with Harrow's 
foremost Old Boy (an aris- 
tocrat) (6) 

24 Drunken Phi, a roue, dis- 
playing elation (8) 

25 The sound of common peo- 
ple to the fore in York? 

( 10 ) 

26 True article receiving Con- 
servative backing (4) 


DOWN 

1 Prudence waving inertly 
and lewdly (10) 

2 One pulls away from un- 
usually caustic desen plant 
(6) 

3 Maquis active in one-third 
of Europe - one could jove 
you a chilly receplion.'(o) 

4 Dreadful nervous response 
upon receiving newspaper 
(6) 

5 Free deer scoundrel cut (81 

6 This may do for non-teeto- 
tal punter! (4) 

9 Lugged a piano? (6, 2, 2, 

14 Passenger lo achieve im- 
portance (4-61 

16 Still the same height? Not 
any more (2, 6} 

17 Casino employee suffering 
more from throat infec- 
tion? (8) 

19 Prohibition limiting cry of 
disapproval from uncouth 
fellow (6) 

21 Stick in rising river is 
weathered (61 

23 Steal nothing when up in 
Scots town (4) 


Four square: Nasser Hussain, the England vice-captain, 
dispatches a delivery from Henry Olonga to the 
boundary during his gritty century against Zimbabwe in 
Bulawayo yesterday Photograph: Em pics 


Bulawayo scoreboard 


Thbtl ctQc ZmbjOn/e won mss 
ZDWABWE - FM iMtaCB 379 (A Bow 
U2. A D R Campbel 84). 

ENGLAND- Rri* taring* 
lOvem&n: 48 far 1] 

N V IVkJu IWJ b Otanga 56 

005 mft. 79 teas. 9 fours) 

tAJ Sternal Sw UP Strang J8 

049 irin. 123 ba*. 8 fcursJ 

N Hussein mi out- 101 

rU2 (i*i. 244 tefc. 13 (bum) 

G P Thorpe c Campbell b P Strang 4 3 

min. 23 baas. 3 ftxnj 

J P Crawley not out 51 

083 mh. 153 bobs. 7 (bus) 

Extras (b4.lbZ.wl. nbl4) .... 21 

ToM Iter 4, 419 into. 108 OWNS) _306 
Had (comjT 2-92 3-160 (Stewart), 

4-180 (Thorpe). 


Ito bat: R D BOnlt DGoutft, A D MUUy. 
C E W SdvBfwood, P C’ R TuftidL 
Bowffag: Streak 23-6-524) (nb8) 
( 8 - 2 - 11 - 0 , 3 - 1 - 21 - 0 , 6 - 2 - 80 . 30 - 70 . 


ANP REMEMBER 
FOLKS, 

FREE MINUTE5 
AREN’T JUST 
FOR CHRISTMAS. 


30 - 12 - 0 ): OtoMS 17 - 1 - 72-1 (rt> 7 . wU . 

00400, 6-1-S-i. 80-244 80-160); 1 

W MU bE 7 - 2 - 190: 6 HOWW 7 - 3 - 20-0 (cne 

sped each). 

Pragmas : SO: 63/mm. 1&5 on 100; 
116ittR.Z7£<MCra.UsKb:12a-Z(Staw- 
sn 29. Hunan 32) 43 owo. Me 186n*i 
47 J owra. 200: 2S1 min, 6&2a*m- Je* 
231-4 (Hussain eu Crawley 19). 76 oars, 
250:323 irtn. 86 own, NswMC Tofan 
at 261-4 sftsr88 m 800: 4C6-mn, 
10*2 ovas. ..... ~ 

Umpires: R S Dunne and I D RoUnson. 
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The first Use correct solutions to this week’s puzzle opened nwi Thm> 
dsj receive hardbaefced copies of the new Oxford Dictionary of Qoola. 
duns. Answers and winners' names will be published next Saturday Send 
sohnioos to Satnrxiay Crossword. FO. Bos 401S, The Independent, I Cana- 
da Square, Canary Wharf, London EH 5BL. Please bsc tbe box number 
and pottoMtc and ghe your own postcode, tast week** winners Marcus 
Oilplant, Islcwortb; a Thomas, Aston Canties; May Rattray, Bridge of 
Allan; W Marini; Woothope; R Hart. West Harrow. 




Commitment. That's what you get with Mercury A commitment 
to provide you with better prices And not just at Christmas 
either. As 4 Mercury SmanCall or UK-OH customer, you get tree 
minutes 365 days a year. Which could add up to 2 houtx of tret- 
national weekend minutes every month. FreeCdD 0500 500 366 
and enjoy free minutes every day. Not just at Christmas. 
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